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<3  ■ 
<1 


MS  sw  E  v  E  R  A  L  caufa  have 

&*s  S  concurred  in  retarding 
Pe$C  the  publication  of  this 


volume.  To  enumerate 
them  all  would  be  tedious :  two  may¬ 
be  mentioned  j  the  care  of  the 
Society  in  felecting  papers,  and  the 
delay  of  the  engravers ;  this  laft 
however,  it  is  hoped,  is  in  fome  de¬ 
gree  compenfatred  by  the  execution 
of  their  woik. 

In  the  preface  to  the  preceding  . 
volume,  the  Society  gave  the  public 
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reafon  to  expe£t  an  account  of  the 
effects  of  the  cicuta ,  but  it  has  been 
found  a  matter  of  more  difficulty, 
than  at  firft  could  be  apprehended, 
owing  to  the  variety  of  opinions  con¬ 
cerning  it.  The  refult  of  inquiries 
in  Ireland,  communicated  by  Dr. 
Rutty  of  Dublin,  together  with  ob- 
fervations  on  the  fame  fubje£fc  made 
in  England  by  a  member  of  this 
Society,  is  now  publiffied.  By  thefe, 
and  what  has  been  generally  obferv- 
ed,  the  cicuta  (though  no  fingle 
inftance  of  it’s  curing  a  genuine 
cancer  has  occurred)  fee  ms  to  be 
poffelfed  of  qualities  which  merit 
farther  trials.  In  this  Hate  of  un¬ 
certainty  with  regard  to  it’s  virtues, 
the  Society  has  declined  for  the 
prefent  publiffiing  any  fingle  cafes, 
though  many  have  been  received. 

A  paper 
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A  paper  likewife,  giving  a  favourable 
account  of  the  ule  of  the  cicuta  in 
Portugal,  has  been  communicated 
by  Dr.  Wade  of  Lilbon,  but  is  de¬ 
ferred  to  the  next  volume,  in  order 
to  have  it  more  complete  by  his  fu¬ 
ture  obfervations. 

The  public  may  probably  exped  to 
find,  in  this  volume,  feme  account 
of  the  fuccels  of  uva  urfi ,  Jlramoni- 
umt  hyofcyamus ,  aconytum ,  and  ox y- 
mel  Colchici.  which  have  been  ft  rong- 
ly  recommended  for  the  cure  of 
dangerous  and  obftinate  difeafes. 
But  the  Society,  having  received  no 
papers  concerning  any  of  thefe  cele¬ 
brated  drugs,  thinks  it  improper  to  give 
any  pofitive  opinion  about  them. 
The  uva  urji  and  oxymd  Colchici  have 
been  frequently  prefcribed  by  many 
cf  the  members  unfuccefsfully,  and, 
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from  the  informations  which  they 
have  obtained  concerning  the  others, 
a  fufpicion  naturally  arifes  that  the 
virtues  of  all  may  have  been  too 
highly  rated.  With  refpect  to  plants 
or  other  fubftances  reputed  deleted- 
ous,  however  laudable  the  attempt 
may  be  to  convert  them  into  reme¬ 
dies,  yet  undoubtedly  the  greateft  ac¬ 
curacy  and  fidelity,  both  in  making 
and  relating  fuch  obfervations,  feem 
abfolutely  requifite,  as  a  precipitate 
publication  may  bring  the  art  of  phy- 
fic  into  contempt,  and  be  attended 
with  fatal  confequences  to  mankind. 

It  is  with  great  fatisfadion  that 
the  Society  obferves  the  progrels, 
which  inoculation  is  daily  making  in 
Great  Britain,  and  it  is  much  to  be 
wifhed  that  this  moll;  falutary  prac¬ 
tice  may  be  univerfally  adopted. 

The 
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The  objections  to  it  appears  fo  tri¬ 
vial,  that  in  this  country,  efpeci- 
ally,  they  are  undeierving  of  no¬ 
tice.  It  may  however  be  remarked, 
for  the  fake  of  thofe,  who,  either 
here  or  abroad,  may  be  ftill  under 
the  influence  of  prejudice,  that  no 
member  of  this  Society  has  ever  met 
with  an  inftance  of  the  genuine 
fmall-pox  (whether  natural  or  artifi¬ 
cial)  happening  twice  to  the  fame 
perfon,  or  of  any  other  difeafe  ha¬ 
ving  been  communicated  with  the 
infection  by  inoculation. 

The  Society  takes  this  opportunity 
of  returning  thanks  for  the  valuable 
communications  already  received  and 
hopes  that  the  care  and  impartiality, 
fhewn  in  the  conduCt  of  this  work, 

will  increafe  the  number  of  their 

*  -  '  *  ,v  * 

correfpondents. 
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Since  the  publication  of  the  pre¬ 
ceding  volumes,  new  Societies,  upon 
a  like  plan,  have  been  formed  in 
London,  which  have  given,  or  pro- 
mifed  to  give,  the  public  the  fruits  of 
their  united  labours.  Far  from  fee¬ 
ing  this  with  a  jealous  eye,  the  Soci¬ 
ety  rejoices  to  find  at  length  the 
fpirit  of  inquiry  and  obfervation 
which  it  has  contributed  to  excite 
here,  more  univerfally  diffufed. 
Such  from  the  beginning  was  there 
great  objedf,  and  every  inftitution, 
for  making  and  preferving  valuable 
improvements  in  phyfic,  mu  ft  coin¬ 
cide  with  their  views  in  promoting 
the  good  of  mankind. 
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I.  An  Account  of  a  Prolapfus  Uteri  <2?  Vefica* 
with  a  Stone  in  the  Bladder .  By  Thomas 
White,  M.  D.  ^  Manchefter.  Communi¬ 
cated  by  Dr.  Hunter*  Read  May  i,  1762. 


raOOC^NN  TONGUE,  a  fervant- 
)§£  A  $1  maid>  2  5  years  of"  age>  confuk- 
g  srw  ed  me  about  a  Pro^aPfus  uteri, 
5tO809()9( MA  w^*cb  had  been  afflicted 

with  fix  years,  and,  as  flhe  ima¬ 
gined,  was  firft  occafioned  by  a  fall  in  the 
ftreet.  Though  but  fmall  in  the  beginning, 
yet  at  the  time  I  was  fent  for,  it  was  increaf- 
Vol.  Ill*  B  -  el 
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ed  to  a  large  fize,  and  had  obliged  her  to  leave 
her  fervice.  She  complained  of  a  violent 
pain  all  over  her  belly,  which  extended  to 
her  throat  upon  the  lead  motion  of  the  tu¬ 
mor,  and  feemed  (as  fhe  exprefied  it)  as  if 
it  drew  her  bowels  with  it ;  fhe  was  like- 
wife  troubled  with  an  incontinency  of  urine, 
and  a  tenefmus ,  which  almod  upon  every 
motion  occafioned  a  defcent  of  the  anus  $  fhe 
was  by  this  time  reduced  to  a  very  low  date, 
and  confined  to  lie  in  one  continued  podure. 

When  I  viewed  the  tumor,  I  found  that 
it  was  a  real  Prolapfus  uteri ,  and  not  merely 
of  the  vagina,  though  this  lad  difeafe  com¬ 
monly  bears  the  name  of  the  former.  The 
bottom  of  it  hung  feven  or  eight  inches  be¬ 
low  th z pudenda,  and  it  was  of  an  oval  form, 
thicker  at  the  top  and  pointed  at  the  lower 
end,  where  there  plainly  appeared  the  os 
tincae ,  and  from  whence  the  menJlrualftA 
iflued  periodically,  ’till  about  a  month  be¬ 
fore  I  was  acquinted  with  the  cafe.  The 
touch  left  an  impreffion,  like  that  upon  an 
ce demat ous  fwelling. 

I  foon  found  that  it  was  impoffible  to  re¬ 
duce  it,  the  narrownefs  of  the  paffage  not 

admitting 
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admitting  the  return  of  fo  large  a  body,  and 
befides,  the  exquifite  torture  which  the  poor 
creature  feemed  to  fuffer,  upon  handling  it, 
obliged  me  to  defift,  and  to  try  whether  the 
bulk  could  be  diminilhed  by  external  appli¬ 
cations*  I  apprehended  indeed  there  could 
be  little  expected  from  them,  unlefs  the  con- 
ftridtion  above  upon  the  blood-veiTels  could 
have  been  firft  taken  oft  5  accordingly  they 
did  little  more  than  heal  the  excoriati¬ 
ons  occafioned  by  the  involuntary  flux  of 
the  urine ;  and  I  expedted  nothing  but 
her  death.  Her  complaints  increafing  and 
a  diarrhoea  coming  on  at  the  fame  time 
put  an  end  to  her  milery  ;  but  it  is  remark¬ 
able  that  the  tumor  had  never  any  tenden¬ 
cy  to  a  mortification  to  the  la  ft  day. 

I  obtained  leave  to  open  her,  and  found 
an  uncommon  perverfton  of  the  order  of 
the  inteftines.  The  liver  was  drawn  into 
the  lower  part  of  the  hypogajlric  region, 
and  the  cefophagus  being  vallly  lengthened 
gave  leave  for  the  ftomach  to  defcend  into 
the  umbilical  region.  The  pelvis ,  void  of 
the  bladder  as  well  as  of  the  matrix ,  gave 
place  to  the  inteftines.  I  fa  wed  off  the  os 

B  a  pubis 


4  Medical  Obfervations  and  Inquiries . 

pubis  on  both  Tides  near  the  ilia,  in  order 
to  view  the  fituation  and  ftructure  of  the 
tumor,  and  could  obferve  the  fimbria  of 

the  Fallopian  tubes  juft  appearing  out  of  it 
under  the  arch  of  the  os  pubis .  I  found 
each  ureter  as  thick  as  my  thumb,  their 
coats  vaftlv  inflamed,  and  fo  far  prolonged 
as  to  pafs  out  of  the  body  into  the  tumor. 
I  traced  them  back  to  their  refpedtive  kid- 
nies,  whofe  cavities  I  found  full  of  a  puru¬ 
lent  matter,  and  could  eafily  pafs  my  fore¬ 
finger  out  of  each  pelvis  into  the  ureters y 
both  of  which  were  full  of  the  fame  fluid. 

The  meatus  urinarius,  which  was  at  the 
top  of  the  tumor,  was  fo  much  ulcerated 
that  I  eafily  put  in  my  finger,  and  felt  the 
end  of  a  fharp  done.  I  enlarged  the  aper¬ 
ture  with  a  pair  of  feiffars,  and  extracted  it. 
It  was  in  figure,  fomething  like  a  chymical 
retort,  and  weighing  four  ounces  and  three 
drachms,  with  its  neck  anfwering  to  the  neck 
of  the  bladder.  By  difiedtion  I  found  that 
the  vagina  being  inverted  compofed  the 
external  coat  of  the  tumor.  The  fundus  of 
the  bladder,  by  the  weight  of  the  done,  was 
turned  upfide  down,  and  drew  with  it  the 

body 
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body  of  the  womb  together  with  the  Fallo¬ 
pian  tubes ,  the  ovaria ,  the  ligament  a  lata , 
part  of  the  rotunda ,  and  the  ureters  \  and 
thefe  conftituted  its  whole  bulk. 

I  am  amazed  when  I  refledt  what  a  chain 
of  accidents  in  this  cafe  feemed  to  follow 
from  one  fingle  caufe,  viz.  the  {tone  in  the 
bladder ;  and  thefe  perhaps  not  primarily 
owing  to  its  ab folate  weight  only,  but  alfo 
to  its  figure,  fince  experience  teaches  us  that 
women  have  carried  as  large  ftones  in  the 
bladder  a  long  time,  without  fuch  difmal 
confequences.  But  whether  this  was  fo  or 
not,  and  whether  the  defeent  of  the  bladder 
might  be  dated  from  her  fall,  or  whether 
fhe  was  only  made  fenfible  of  it  from  the 
fhock  given  by  the  ftone  to  the  nervous 
coat  of  the  bladder  at  that  time,  I  leave 
the  confideration  of  thofe  who  have  more 
leifure. 

I  fhall  only  obferve  upon  the  whole,  that 
it  was  great  pity  that,  amongft  the  number 
of  complaints  in  the  prefent  cafe,  there  were 
none  fufficient  to  indicate  the  ftone  with  any 
certainty ;  and  the  meatus  urinarius ,  being 
quite  turned  out  of  fight  by  the  body  of 

B  3  the 
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the  tumor,  gave  no  room  to  fearch,  other- 
wife  it  might  poflibly  have  been  extracted. 
And  this  I  hope  may  ferve  as  a  ufeful  hint 
to  thofe  who  (hall  hereafter  meet  with  any 
patient  under  the  fame  or  fimilar  circum- 
ftances. 
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11.  Cafe  of  a  Feather  fwallowed  by  a  young 
Lady .  Communicated  to  the  Medical  Soci¬ 
ety  by  Dr.  Hunter,  jrom  George  Cleg- 
home,  M.  D.  and  Le  Barer  of  Anatomy 
in  Dublin.  Read  June,  1762. 

A  Young  lady,  who  had  been  long  fub- 
d  ^  jedt  to  violent  head-achs,  which  fome- 
times  deprived  her  of  her  reafon,  was  fud- 
denly  attacked  with  a  fevere  fit  of  this  dis¬ 
temper,  upon  the  death  of  a  favourite  bro¬ 
ther  ;  and,  to  add  to  her  didrefs,  fhe  had 
the  misfortune  to  fwallow  a  feather,  which 
fhe  had  thruft  down  her  throat  to  provoke 
vomiting. 

The  by -danders  made  feveral  attempts 
to  extract  it  with  their  fingers  ;  but,  thefe 
not  anfwering  expectation,  fhe  drank  warm 
water,  and  vomited  plentifully  without 
difcharging  the  feather.  Then  they  fent 
for  Mr.  Morrifs,  furgeon,  who,  being  made 
acquainted  with  the  circum dances  of  the 
cafe,  did  me  the  favour  to  call  at  my  houfe 
and  defire  my  afli  dance  op  this  preffing 
emergency. 

■  *  B  4  As 
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As  it  was  the  third  or  fourth  feather  of 
a  goofe  wing,  whole  and  intire,  without 
any  part  being  cut  off,  we  both  agreed, 
that  all  pofiible  means  ought  to  be  employ¬ 
ed  without  delay  to  extract  it,  as  fatal  con¬ 
ferences  were  to  be  apprehended  from  fo 
ftubborn  and  indigeftible  a  body  getting 
into  the  ftomach  :  and,  having  mentioned 
the  fponge  and  whalebone  among  the  in- 
ftruments  we  might  have  occafion  for,  Mr. 
Morrifs  objected,  that  this  would  more  pro¬ 
bably  pufh  it  down  than  bring  it  up  ;  but 
he  immediately  retracted  his  opinion,  when 
I  obferved  to  him,  that,  the  largeft  end  of 
the  fhaft  being  uppermoid,  the  flanting  po- 
'  fition  of  the  laminae  compofing  the  web 
might  readily  allow  the  inftrument  to  pafs 
beyond  them,  and  catch  hold  of  the  fponge, 
as  it  was  drawn  back  again,  more  efpecially 
if  the  fponge  was  introduced  dry;  and  per¬ 
mitted  to  fwell  by  imbibing  moiflure  in 
the  cefophagus . 

After  having  confidered  the  affair  atten¬ 
tively,  we  went  to  our  patient’s  lodging, 
furnifhed  with  all  the  proper  inftruments 
we  might  pofiibly  Hand  in  need  of,  and 

*  A% 

particularly 


Medical  Obfer  vat  ions  and  Inquiries .  9 

particularly  with  a  long  flexible  whalebone, 
to  each  extremity  of  which  a  piece  of  fponge 
was  fixed,  with  two  firings  reaching  be¬ 
twixt  each.  The  firings  were  added  to  the 
inftrument  by  Mr.  Tuckey  fome  years  ago, 
when  he  had  occafion  to  ufe  it,  that  he 
might  have  it  in  his  power  to  extradl  the 
fponge,  in  cafe  it  fhould  break  loofe  from 
the  whalebone  in  the  cefophagus ;  and  we 
readily  perceived  they  might  be  of  Angular 
fervice  in  the  prefent  cafe,  by  laying  hold 
of  the  web,  if  the  whalebone  was  turned 
round  its  axis . 

We  found  our  patient  not  very  clear  in 
her  fenfes,  fo  that  fhe  was  incapable  of 
giving  a  diftindt  account  of  what  fhe  felt, 
Neverthelefs,  fhe  complained  of  an  uneafi- 
nefs  in  the  right  fide  of  her  neck  below  the 
larynx,  though  fhe  drew  her  breath  eafy, 
and  fwallowed  without  any  great  difficulty. 

We  firfl  tried,  by  deprefling  the  root  of 
the  tongue  and  infpedling  the  fauces ,  if  we 
could  fee  any  part  of  the  feather,  or  reach 
it  with  our  fingers ;  but,  this  being  to  no 
purpofe,  Mr.  Morrifs  introduced  the  fmall- 
eft  end  of  the  above-mentioned  inftrument 

.  1 
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into  the  left  fide  of  the  fauces ,  to  avoid 
pushing  down  the  feather,  which  we  had 
reafon  to  think  was  lodged  in  the  right  fide 
of  the  cefophagus  ;  and,  having  thru  ft  it  far 
down  towards  the  ftomach,  he  began  to 
make  the  extraction  by  flow  degrees,  in-  ' 
dining  the  end  of  the  inftrument  he 
held  towards  the  left  fide,  and  twifting  it 
round  repeatedly,  that  the  firings  might 
have  a  better  chance  to  take  hold  of  the 
feather. 

This  firft  attempt  proved  unfuccefsfuly 
and  fo  did  another  which  I  made  after  the 
fame  manner  *  but  the  third  time  Mr.  Mor- 
rifs,  having  introduced  the  largeft  end  of  the 
inftrument  as  far  down  as  he  could  into  the 
cefophagus ,  was  lucky  enough  to  bring  up 
the  feather  along  with  it  into  the  fauces , 
from  whence  he  extracted  it  with  his  fin¬ 
gers,  about  two  hours  after  it  had  been 
fwallowed. 

The  lady  was  bled  largely  that  evening  ; 
fhe  afterwards  had  a  glyfter  inje&ed,  and 
blifters  applied  to  her  ancles,  Notwith- 
ftand.ng  all  this,  her  throat  was  inflamed 
fo  much  the  next  day  as  to  prevent  her 

fwallowing. 
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Swallowing,  which  occafioned  the  bleeding 
to  be  repeated  and  nourishing  glyflers  to  be 
prefcribed ;  after  this  the  inflammation  Sub¬ 
sided,  and  She  fpeedily  recovered. 

I  cannot  conclude  this  cafe  without  ob- 
ferving,  that  it  was  a  lucky  circum fiance, 
the  feather  was  whole  and  in  tire,  as  it 
might  not  have  been  fo  eafily  extracted,  if 
the  web  had  been  fl ripped  from  the  Shaft  $ 
nor  perhaps,  was  it  lefs  fortunate,  that  the 
instrument  we  happened  to  employ  had 
firings  faflened  to  it,  as  the  extraction 
might  poflihly  be  owing  to  their  catching 
hold  of  the  web  3  and,  whenever  the  fponge 
and  whalebone  is  to  be  ufed  for  extracting 
pins,  bones,  and  the  like,  from  the  gullet, 
it  will  certainly  be  a  great  advantage  to  have 
two,  three,  or  more  of  fuch  firings  attach¬ 
ed  to  it, 

A  Postscript, 

Seme  further  In  (lances  of  Perfons  who  /wal¬ 
lowed  Feathers . 

When  I  wrote  the  preceding  account,  I 
did  not  remember  to  have  met  with  a  limi- 

lar 
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lar  in  fiance  on  record  :  but  now  i  find,  that 
Gurif chius ,  in  his  "Treat if e  on  the  human 
Chyle ,  has  related  two  cafes  of  the  fame 
kind  ;  the  one  from  Z odiacus  Medicus ,  and 
the  other  from  the  Hijlory  of  the  Academy 
of  Sciences ,  which  it  may  not  be  improper 
to  add  as  an  Appendix  to  my  paper,  as  they 
fhew  what  troublefome  effects  may  arife 
from  feathers  lodging  in  the  ftomach  and 
gullet,  and  confequently  how  neceflfary  it 
is  to  attempt  their  extraction  by  fome  fuch 
inftrument  as  is  defcribed. 

A  finging-mafter  was  long  troubled  with 
thick  phlegm  in  the  fauces ,  to  remove  which, 
he  made  ufe  of  a  writing-pen,  thrufting  the 
downy  part  into  his  throat,  and  holding  the 
fhaft  with  his  finger,  one  day  the  feather 
flipped  down  into  the  cefophagus ,  and  could 
not  be  got  up  by  all  the  attempts  he  could 
make.  A  furgeon,  having  introduced  an 
inftrument,  pufhed  it  into  the  flomach,  in- 
ftead  of  bringing  it  up.  There  it  occafion- 
ed  a  pricking  pain  which  dift refled  the  pa¬ 
tient  five  or  fix  months ;  yet,  in  two  years 
time,  the  pain  ceafed  intirely,  though  it 
never  was  obferved  that  any  part  of  the  fea¬ 
ther  pafled  by  the  anus . 


A  young 
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A  young  woman  in  making  a  bed,  fwaU 
lowed  a  feather,  which  occafioned  great 
pain  and  fwelling  at  the  fide  of  the  larynx . 
This  tumor  being  opened,  the  feather  was 
difcharged. 

G.  C. 
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III.  An  Account  of  two  Aneuryfms  in  the 
Aorta,  defcribed  by  Mr.  Bayford,  and 
communicated  by  Dr.  William  Hunter. 
Read  July  5,  1762. 

DM.  was  an  out-patient  at  one  of 
•  the  hofpitals  in  town  for  feveral 
months,  being  troubled  with  irregular  afth- 
matic  complaints,  and  fome  flight  fymp- 
toms  of  a  dropfy.  Thefe  laft  increafing, 
and  no  advantage  being  found  from  the 
medicines  ordered  him  without  doors,  he 
was  taken  into  the  houfe  Nov.  25,  1761. 

His  fymptoms  then  were  a  great  tight- 
nefs  at  the  pit  of  his  ftomach,  where  a 
ftrong  puliation  was  obfervable.  The  pul- 
fation  was  moft  diftinctly  felt  in  the  epi- 
gafrium ,  but  was  at  the  fame  time  fo  con- 
fiderable  as  to  affedt  all  the  neighbouring 
parts.  So  that  even  the  hypochondria  and 
lower  part  of  the  jlernum  were  vifibly  ele¬ 
vated,  and  depreffed  with  a  motion  exa&ly 
correfponding  to  the  fyftole  and  diajlole  of 
the  heart.  To  this  oppreffion  of  the  prce- 
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ttirdia  were  joined  a  flight  cough  and  a 
laborious  refpiration.  He  had  befides  ana- 
farcous  fwel lings  of  the  legs  and  fcrotum , 
and  there  Was  a  perceptible  fluctuation  of 
water  in  the  abdomen  ;  but  the  quantity  of 
the  fluid  was  not  fo  great,  as  to  feem  a  fuffi- 
cient  caufe  of  his  difficulty  in  breathing. 

After  a  few  weeks,  he  began  to  complain 
of  pains  at  the  lower  part  of  his  back, 
which  increafed  to  fuch  a  degree,  that  at 
length  he  became  incapable  of  moving, 
without  affiftance.  Thefe  fymptoms,  with 
little  or  no  variation,  continued  to  his  death, 
which  happened  fuddenly,  as  he  was  raffing 
himfelf  in  bed,  on  the  3d  of  March,  1762. 

On  opening  the  body,  about  five  or  fix 
quarts  of  water  were  evacuated  from  the 
cavity  of  the  abdomen ,  and  the  vifcera  being 
expofed  there  was  the  appearance  of  an 
almofl:  univerfal  mortification.  However  it 
proved  not  to  be  really  fuch,  but  the  confe- 
quence  of  a  large  extravafation  of  blood  be¬ 
tween  the  lamella  of  the  omentum ,  mefenteryy 
and  mefocolon .  On  the  right  of  the  fpine,  a 
large  oblong  tumor  prefented  itfelf,  fitu- 
ated  behind  the  peritonaum ,  and  extending 

from 
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from  the  diaphragm  to  the  groin.  This 
too  upon  examination  was  found  to  confid 
of  extravafated  blood,  the  quantity  of  which 
was  at  lead  four  or  five  pounds.  On  its 
removal,  a  large  jagged  opening  was  obfer- 
ved  leading  into  the  cavity  of  a  fpacious  Jdcy 
which  was  lodged  behind  the  ftomach,  and 
was  foon  difcovered  to  be  an  enlargement 
of  the  aorta .  I  may  add  that  the  diaphragm 
was  unufually  relaxed,  and  hung  down  into 
the  cavity  of  the  abdomen ,  being  deprefled 
by  the  upper  part  of  the  facy  which  refted 
upon,  and  was  cloiely  connected  with  it. 

At  the  upper  part  of  the  thorax,  a  fmall 
Aneurvfmal  tumor  was  formed  by  a  dila¬ 
tation  of  the  common  trunk  of  the  right 
Jubclavian  and  carotid  arteries .  There  did 
not  occur  any  thing  befides  worthy  obfer- 
vation  *. 

The  particular  appearances  of  the  Aneu- 
ryfms  will  be  bed  illudrated  by  a  view  of 
the  plates. 

*  The  Difle£tion  was  made  in  the  prefence  of  Dr. 
Hunter,  Mr,  Bromfeild,  and  fome  other  gentlemen. 
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PLATE  I.  FIG.  I. 

'  v  '  v' 

Reprefents  the  aorta  and  the  two  aneu- 
ryfmal  tumors,  as  they  appeared  when  ex- 
pofed  by  difledtion.  The  artery  being  quite 
empty,  and  the  great  aneuryfmal  fac  nearly 
fo,  they  were  both  drawn,  in  that  flaccid 
or  collapfed  ftate,  to  a  fcale  of  half  the  na¬ 
tural  fize. 

i.jjyjiJ :  .JTTl  U  ■  » ' .  o  : 

A  The  beginning  of  the  aorta>  cut  from 
the  left  ventricle  of  the  heart. 

B  B  The  curvature  of  the  aorta . 

C  The  common  trunk  of  the  right  fubcla - 
vian  and  carotid  arteries. 

D  The  left  carotid . 

E  The  left  fubclavian  artery. 

F  The  fmall  aneuryfm. 

G  The  right  fubclavian  artery. 

H  The  right  carotid. 

I  The  fuperior  portion,  and 
K  The  inferior  portion  of  the  aorta  defen¬ 
ders. 

L  L  The  renal  arreries. 

M  The  inferior  mefenteric  artery. 

N  The  bifurcation  of  the  aorta . 

0  O  The  iliac  arteries. 

Vol.  III.  C 
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P  P  The  great  aneuryfmal  fac . 

^  A  fort  of  ftridture  at  it's  upper  part,  di¬ 
viding  into  a  right  and  left  portion. 

R  The  trunk  of  the  caeliac  artery,  riling 
from  the  fac .  It’s  capacity  was  confide- 
rably  diminifhed. 

S  The  trunk  of  the  fuperior  mefenteric  ar¬ 
tery,  riling  from  the  very  lowermoft  part 
of  the  aneuryfmal  fac>  and  of  the  natural 
fize.  '  '  * 

'ST  A  fmall  offification  on  the  outfide  of  the 
fac .  Several  more  became  vilible  after¬ 
wards,  as  the  parts  dried. 

UU  Two  facculiy  or  protrufions  of  the  great 
aneuryfmal  bag,  iituated  backwards  on  the 
left  hde  of  the  vertebrae . 

V  The  opening  on  the  right  fide  of  the 
fpiney  in  the  angle  between  the  upper 
ends  of  the  pfoas  and  quadratus  lumbo- 
rum ,  where  the  fac  had  burfl  into  tjie 
cellular  membrane  of  the  loins. 

Having  the  curiofity  to  fearch  for  the 
thoracic  dudl,  I  found  it  confiderably  re¬ 
moved  from  it’s  natural  fituation,  being 
pufhed  to  the  right  fide,  and  elevated  from 

the 
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the  fpine  by  that  part  of  the  large  aneuryfm, 
which  was  next  it.  It’s  cavity  was  fmailer 
than  ufual,  the  natural  confequence,  I  ima¬ 
gine,  of  it’s  elongation. 

PLATE  II.  FIG.  II. 

Shews  the  aneuryfrnal  fac ,  laid  open  by 
cutting  away  it’s  anterior  half. 

ABC  The  7th,  8th,  and  9th  dorfal  ver¬ 
tebra,  lightly  fkeiched. 

DEF  The  2d,  3d,  and  4th  vertebrce 
lumborum. 

G  The  thoracic  portion  of  the  aorta  defcen - 
dens . 

H  The  lumbar  portion  of  the  fame. 

I  III  The  cut  edge  of  the  fac. 

K  The  cut  fur  face  of  the  laminated  coagu - 
lum,  which  adhered  firmly  to,  and  co¬ 
vered  the  greateft  part  of,  the  fac ,  but  was 
much  thinner  in  fome  places  than  in 
others-. 

L  A  probe  introduced  into  the  aneuryfrnal 
faCy  at  the  hole  where  it  hurft  into  the 
cellular  membrane  of  the  loins.  At  the 
back*  part  of  the  fac  are  feen  the  naked 

G  2  and 
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and  eroded  vertebrae,  viz.  the  nthand 
1 2th  of  the  back,  and  the  firft  of  the 
loins,  over-againd  which  is  the  end  of 
the  probe.  Between  this  and  the  lad 
dorfal  vertebra ,  is  an  eroded  cavity  from 
the  lofs  of  the  inter-vertebral  fubdance  ; 
and,  on  the  left  of  that  vertebra ,  is  the 
mouth  of  one  of  thofe  facculi ,  marked 
TJU  in  Fig.  I.  which  pufhed  backwards 
to  the  integuments,  where  the  poderior 
extremity  of  the  lad  rib  was  quite  dif- 
foived,  or  eaten  away 

M  The  cavity  of  the  aorta  (immediately 
above  the  emulgents)  expofed  by  cutting 
away  the  fore-part  of  the  artery,  to  fhew 
the  continuation  of  the  lower  part  of  the 
fac  into  the  trunk  of  the  artery. 

%  The  coats  of  the  fac  werh  here  almoft  totally  de- 
flroyed  in  the  fame  manner  as  they  were  oppofite  to 
xhefp  me.  But  as,  in  the  latter  cafe,  extravafation  was 
prevented  by  the  intimate  union  of  the  fides  of  the 
fac ,  with  the  adjacent  periojieum  and  perichondrium  ;  fo, 
in  the  former,  the  large  tough  coagula  produced  the 
fame  effe$.  Thus  I  have  feen  matter  formed  upon 
the  furface  of  a  fpurious  aneuryfm,  and  difcharged 
without  any  fubfequent  haemorrhage. 

N  The 
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N  The  cavity  of  the  artery  feen  by  the 
fame  kind'  of  fedtion  at  the  upper  part 
of  the  fac .  From  the  place  where  the 
letter  (N)  ftands,  the  artery  made  a 
fmart  turn  forwards,  and  opened  into  the 
anterior  part  of  the  fac ,  with  a  kind  of 
valvular  edge,  (0)  which  will  be  better 
feen  in  the  following  figure. 

,  V 

PLATE  II.  FIG.  III. 

*•  ,  # 

Shews  how  the  trunk  of  the  artery 
was  continued  into  the  upper  part  of  the 
aneuryfmal  fac . 

$ 

A  B  The  eroded  bodies  of  the  two  lower- 
mod  dorfal  vertebrae ,  within  the  cavity 
of  the  fac . 

C  D  The  infide  of  the  fac . 

E  The  trunk  of  the  aorta  defcendens . 

F  The  cavity  of  the  aorta ,  immediately 
above  the  aneuryfm,  laid  open  by  the 
abovementioned  fedtion,  which  removed 
the  anterior  portion,  both  of  the  artery 
and  of  the  fac .  This  fhews  how  the 
coats  of  the  arterv  were  continued  into 

j 

and  formed  the  fac\  and  gives  a  clear 

C  3  view 
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view  of  the  valvular  edge  of  the  artery 
mentioned  in  the  explanation  of  the  laft 
figure. 

G  H  The  firata  of  hard  coagula ,  which 
lined  the  fac ,  and  adhered  very  firmly 
to  it. 

.  .PLATE  I.  FIG.  IV. 

Reprefents  the  fmall  aneuryfm  and  the 
adjacent  arteries  of  their  natural  fize. 

A  The  beginning,  B  the  afcending,  C  the 
curvature  with  D  E  F,  the  three  afcend¬ 
ing  branches,  and  G  the  defcending  por¬ 
tion  of  the  aorta  in  out-lines. 

The  right  fubfclavian  artery. 

The  right  carotid . 

The  internal  mammary . 

The  fmall  aneuryfm. 

The  orifice  communicating  between  the 
fmall  aneuryfmal  fac^  and  the  cavity  of 
the  artery,  expofed  by  a  fedtion  at  the 
fore-part.  Two  probes  are  introduced 
to  make  it  more  diftinfl. 


PLATE 
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PLATE  I.  FIG.  V. 

Is  a  feftion  of  the  fmall  aneuryfm. 

A  Reprefenting  the  common  trunk  of  the 
right  fubfclavian  and  carotid  arteries  laid 
open.  ' ' 

B  The  right  fubfclavian,  and 
C  The  right  carotid  expofed  in  the  fame 
manner. 

D  The  orifices  of  fome  ramifications  of  the 
right  fubfclavian  artery. 

E  E  The  cut  edge  of  the  fac ,  manifeftly 
continuous  with  the  internal  coat  of  thq 
artery. 

F  Firm  laminated  coagula ,  filling  up  the 
greater  part  of  the  cavity  of  the  fac . 

G  That  part  of  the  cavity  of  the  fac ,  which 
was  occupied  by  fluid  blood. 

The  caufes  of  aneuryfms,  which  are  not 
evidently  derived  from  external  injuries, 
are  fo  very  obfcure,  that  I  fhall  readily  Hand 
excufed,  I  believe,  for  not  hazarding  any 
reafoning  upon  the  fubjeft ;  but,  that  I  may 
not  appear  to  have  given  the  hiftory  of  an 
ufelefs  diffedtion,  I  fhall  venture  to  make 

C  4  a  few  * 
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a  few  obfervations,  which  naturally  arife 
from  the  cafe. 

It  is  fome  fatisfadlion  to  be  enabled  to 
account  for  morbid  fymptoms,  though  the 
difeafes,  which  give  rife  to  them,  may  be 
in  their  own  nature  incurable  ;  for,  where 
we  cannot  relieve,  we  (hall  at  leaf!  be  pre¬ 
vented  from  doing  harm.  In  the  prefent 
cafe,  every  lymptom,  which  afflidted  this 
poor  man,  was  fully  explained  by  the  exa¬ 
mination  of  the  body  after  death.  The 
pulfation  of  the  part  is  underftood  from  the 
nature  of  the  difeafe ;  the  laborious  and 
painful  refpiration  was  undoubtedly  owing 
to  the  connexion  of  the  aneuryfmal  tumor 
with  the  diaphragm ,  as  was  the  dropfy 
probably  to  the  obftrudtion  of  the  refluent 
blood  in  the  vena  cava  infer i or ,  and  the 
fevere  pains  in  the  back  to  the  erofion  of 
thofe  parts.  Now,  though  the  aneuryfm, 
which  produced  this  variety  of  dreadful 
fymptoms,  was  in  itfelf  incurable,  yet,  the 
caufe  being  underftood,  all  thofe  remedies, 
which  might  have  been  exceedingly  proper, 
in  a  afthma  or  dropfy  alone,  would  have 
been  here  either  ufelefs  or  hurtful. 


The 
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The  diffedtion  of  the  tumors  moil  clear¬ 
ly  demonftrated,  that  they  were  true  aneu- 
ryfms  formed  by  the  dilatation,  not  of  par¬ 
ticular  coats,  but  of  the  whole  fubftance  of 
the  veffels.  It  is  far  from  my  defign  to 
attack  a  favourite  opinion  of  fome  authors, 
that  aneuryfms  are  always  formed  by  rup¬ 
ture  ;  it  is  fufficient  for  me  to  relate  what 
appeared  upon  diffection,  which  evidently 
proved  the  contrary  in  thefe  two  inftances. 

The  arterial  coats,  though  much  dif- 
tended,  preferved  in  many  parts  their  ori¬ 
ginal  thicknefs,  and  in  fome  few  places  had 
acquired  an  additional  one.  Thus  it  hap¬ 
pens  to  the  coats  of  encyfted  tumors  in  the 
general,  but  with  this  difference,  that  the 
latter  are  thickened  uniformly  through  their 
whole  extent,  the  former  very  irregularly. 
For,  as  the  aneuryfmal  tumor,  increafes  in 
ffze,  it  meets  with  refiftance  from  the  neigh¬ 
bouring  parts ;  and,  as  the  coats  will  be 
more  or  lefs  affected,  according  to  the  de¬ 
gree  of  the  refiftance,  in  fome  places  they 
fhall  be  fimply  extenuated,  in  others  abfo- 
lutely  deftroyed.  Thus  it  appeared  in  the 
diffedtion  of  the  large  aneuryfm,  that  it’s 

coats 
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coats  were  rendered  thinner,  where  they  had 
contracted  an  adhefion  with .  the  mufcular 
part  of  the  diaphragm ,  were  Hill  more 
worn  away,  where  they  came  in  contact 
with  the  centrum  nervofum  bat,  oppolite  to 
the  fpiney  they  were  totally  eroded  for  a 
confiderable  fpace.  May  not  this  obferva- 
tion  be  brought  as  an  argument  of  the  bad 
tendency  of  external  compreffion  in  cafes  of 
this  kind,  which,  fo  far  from  being  pallia¬ 
tive,  fhould  feem  rather  to  increafe  the  pro- 
grefs  of  the  tumor  ? 

I  think  one  may  venture  to  pronounce, 
that  there  is  no  certain  criterion  for  diftin- 
guifhing  the  exiftence  of  an  internal  aneu- 
ryfm,  before  it  has  made  it’s  way  to  the 
furface  of  the  body.  It  may,  ’tis  true,  pro¬ 
duce  a  variety  of  fymptoms  by  it's  preffure 
upon  the  neighbouring  vifcera  ;  but  will 
not  the  fame  fymptoms  follow  from  any 
other  tumor  fimilar  in  fize  and  fituation  ? 
It  is  certain  that  the  mere  pulfation  of  a 
part  mud  ever  be  deemed  equivocal,  as  that 
fo  often  happens  without  any  manifeft  dif- 
eafe  in  the  arterial  fyftem. 


The 
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The  fpontaneous  aneuryfm,  wherever 
feated,  is  much  more  to  be  dreaded  in  it’s 
confequences,  than  one  that  is  the  imme¬ 
diate  relult  of  external  injury.  In  the  one, 
the  difeafe  is  local ;  in  the  other,  probably 
univerfal ;  at  lead:  there  is  reafon  for  the 
fuppofition,  as  feveral  aneuryfmal  tumors 
are  frequently  feen  in  one  and  the  fame 
fubjedl.  Befides,  the  general  habit  appears 
to  be  affedted  in  all  thefe  cafes ;  how  far, 

t  <9 

is,  perhaps,  undeterminable,  but  daily  ex¬ 
perience  evinces,  that,  whether  the  opera¬ 
tion  or  amputation  takes  place,  the  event  is 
commonly  unfortunate. 


t 


IV.  The 
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IV.  The  Hijlory  of  a  fraffiurcd  Rib,  with  an 
Emphyfema  over  mojl  Part  cf  the  Body , 
by  William  Leake,  Surgeon  to  the  Garrijon 
of  Plymouth,  now  oj  London,  with  a 
Letter  of  Dr,  Huxham,  F.  R.  S.  to  Mr. 
Leake,  on  Emphyfematous  Cafes  from 
internal  Gaufes.  Communicated  by  Dr. 
Hunter.  Read  May  23,  1763. 

OHN  RIGBY,  an  invalid  of  the 
garrifon,  aged  about  fixty  years,  of  a 
healthy  conftitution,  and  rather  of  a  lax 
than  rigid  fibre,  on  the  1 8th  of  May,  1762, 
was  coming  down  from  the  Banquette,  when 
his  foot  ' gave  way,  and  he  fell,  with  the 
whole  weight  of  his  body,  upon  the  fpiked 
points  of  the  palifades.  Not  being  able  to 
raife  himfelf  from  thence,  with  the  affift- 
ance  of  a  foldier  clofe  by,  he  was  immedi¬ 
ately  taken  off,  and  with  very  little  help 
walked  to  his  barrack.  Being  fent  for  pre- 
fently  after  the  accident,  I  found  no  w7ound, 
but  a  flight  fcratch,  made  by  the  point  of 
the  palifade,  with  little  or  no  ten  lion  or 
inflammation.  On  examining  the  part,  one 
of  the  ribs  of  the  left  fide  was  found  frac¬ 
tured,  and,  on  prefling  gently,  a  fmall  em¬ 
phyfematous 
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y  pbyfematous  tumor  was  perceived  upon  the 
part,  about  the  fize  of  a  crown-piece. 

On  the  lead  motion,  he  breathed  with 
pain  and  difficulty.  He  was  immediately 
bled  pretty  freely.  The  part  was  embro¬ 
cated  with  fpirits  and  vinegar,  and  a  plafter, 
comprefs,  and  bandage  applied.  He  had  an 
opening  mixture,  which  in  the  evening  pro¬ 
cured  him  two  or  three  motions. 

Having  more  than  once  feen  fmall  em¬ 
ploy  fematous  tumors  from  the  like  accidents 
difappear  without  any  bad  confequences, 
I  imagined  this  might  probably  do  well,  by 
the  common  method  of  treatment.  *4bout 
fix  o’clock  the  fame  evening,  the  patient 
was  in  much  pain,  his  body  and  one  fide  of 
his  face  much  fwelled.  From  this  un¬ 
favourable  appearance,  the  extraordinary  and 
curious  cafe,  communicated  by  Dr.  Hunter, 
related  in  the  laft  volume  of  the  Medical 
EJJays ,  immediately  occured  to  me. 

The  plafter  and  bandage  being  removed, 
the  progrefs  of  the  emphyfema  was  afio- 
nifhing.  It  had  fpread  itfelf  over  both 
breafts,  all  along  the  left  fide  backward,  to 
the  fpine ,  down  as  low  as  the  os  facrum  and 

ilium , 
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ilium ,  all  along  the  neck  and  face,  particu¬ 
larly  on  the  fide  on  which  he  had  lain,  fo 
that  the  right  eye -lids  were  much  inflated, 
and  the  eye  intirely  clofed  up. 

On  fuch  unexceptionable  authority,  with¬ 
out  farther  hefitafion,  a  longitudinal  inci- 
lion  was  made  about  an  inch  and  a  half, 
above  the  fra&ure,  where  the  fwelling  ap¬ 
peared  moft  prominent.  The  air  immedi¬ 
ately  ruflied  out  with  noife  and  violence, 
and  even  a  confiderable  time  afterwards,  by 
ftroaking  and  prefling  the  parts  all  around, 
towards  the  opening,  continued  to  pafs  off, 
with  a  piping,  crackling  noife.  He  was 
very  foon  mofi:  fenfibly  relieved  by  the  ope¬ 
ration,  and  could  breathe  and  fwallow  pretty 
freely,  which  he  could  not  do  before,  with¬ 
out  pain  and  difficulty. 

The  fame  gentle  efforts  were  perfevered 
in,  for  near  an  hour  and  half,  by  which  the 
fwelling,  in  every  part,  was  greatly  reduced, 
and  the  right  eye  perfectly  freed  and  open¬ 
ed.  After  dreffing  the  part  fuperficially,  a 
large  comprefs  dipped  in  fpirits  and  vine¬ 
gar,  with  a  long  flannel  bandage,  was  ap¬ 
plied  pretty  tight,  round  the  whole  trunk. 
,  He 


Medical  Obfervations  and  Inquiries .  3 1 

He  had  an  intenfe  third:,  and  was  teafed 
with  a  cough,  which  on  the  lead:  motion, 
raifed  the  pain  in  his  fide.  For  the  firft, 
he  drank  plentifully  of  barley  water,  with 
lemon  juice,  and,  for  the  latter,  he  took  an 
oily  emuHion,  with  elixir .  paregor .  and  [yr9 
e  mecon .  About  nine  he  breathed  more  freely, 
but  the  difficulty  in  fwallowing  was  much 
increafed.  He  was  now  reftlefs  and  feveriffi  ; 
part  of  the  bed-cloaths  was  removed,  and 
he  was  bled  a  feccnd  time,  which  fenfiblv 
relieved  the  difficulty  in  fwallowing.  As 
the  fwelling  had  not  advanced,  there  was 
at  this  time  no  neceffitv,  either  for  remov¬ 
ing  the  bandage,  or  for  more  incifions ;  but 
orders  we  re  left  to  take  off  the  bandage, 
and  to  ftroke  the  parts,  if  the  fwelling,  pains 
or  difficulty  of  breathing,  fhould  increafe, 
any  time  in  the  night.  At  three  or  four 
o’clock  in  the  morning,  he  became  very 
uneafy,  the  fwelling  increafed,  and  confe- 
quently  the  thorax  became  too  much  con¬ 
fined  by  the  ftri&ure  of  the  bandage,  which 
being  removed,  and  the  parts  again  ftrokecf 
towards  the  orifice,  a  large  quantity  of  air 
was  evacuated.  After  this,  he  was  again 

fenfibly 
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fenfibly  relieved,  and  flept  fome  hours  in  a 
pofture  between  fitting  and  lying. 

About  ten  the  next  morning,  he  was 
much  cooler,  his  pifife  more  moderate  and 
regular,  his  thirft  greatly  abated,  and  his 
refpiration  free.  On  removing  the  bandage, 
though  the  fwelling  was  not  much  increas¬ 
ed  on  the  injured  part,  yet  it  had  extended 
itfeif,,  all  along  the  right  fide,  and  down 
beloW  the  cubit  of  the  right  arm  particu¬ 
larly,  which,  on  prefling,  made  a  confide- 
r^ble  crakling  noife,  fo  that  it  might  be 
heard  all  over  the  room. 

The  next  day,  the  emphyfema  had  af¬ 
fected  the  groins,  and  the  upper  part  of  the 
ferotum ,  but  in  every  other  place  feemed 
at  a  ftand.  From  this  time,  the  emphyfema 
gradually  fubfided,  in  all  parts  of  the  body, 
fo  that  no  more  ineifions  were  thought  ne- 
ceffary.  Whenever  he  coughed,  he  could 
hear  the  air  fly  off,  with  a  bubbling  noile, 
from  the  orifice.  During  the  whole  pro- 
grefs  of  the  emphyfema ,  though  the  cough 
had  been  frequently  troublefome,  he  ex- 
peftorated  very  little,  and  what  came  up 
.  was  not  in  the  leaf!;  tinged  with  blood* 

■  *  i  -  •  \ 


In 
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In  all  the  parts,  which  the  emphyfema 
liad  poflefled,  as  the  fweiling  fubfided,  he 
complained  much  of  forenefs,  though  he 
could  fufFer  the  parts,  where  the  fweiling 
ffill  remained  for  feveral  days  afterwards, 
to  be  firoaked  and  prefled  without  pain* 
Five  or  fix  days,  from  the  time  of  the  acci¬ 
dent,  he  was  able  to  rife,  and  walk  in  his 
room,  and  with  fome  nitrous  medicines, 
and  his  oily  emulfion,  once  or  twice  re¬ 
peated,  in  ten  01:  twelve  days,  he  was  pretty 
well  recovered,  a  little  pain  on  the  part  ex¬ 
cepted,  which  he  felt  a  confiderable  time 
afterwards,  on  coughing,  or  any  quick  mo¬ 
tion  ;  in  lefs  than  a  month  he  was  able  to 
do  duty. 


A  better  of  Dr.  Huxham,  F.  R.  S.  to  Mr. 
Leake,  on  Emphyfematous  Cafesi  from 
internal  Caufes. 


Dear  S  I R, 

TH  E  cafe  of  the  emphyfematous  pa¬ 
tient,  which  you  have  drawn  up,  and 
which,  you  know,  I  alfo  examined,  is 
very  fimilar  to  that  fo  judicioufly  related  by 
Vol.  III.  D  Dre 
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Dr.  Hunter,  in  the  fecond  volume  of  the 
Medical  Qbfervations  and  Inquiries. 

Indeed,  an  emphyfema  doth  not  uncom¬ 
monly  happen  on  a  fra&ure  of  the  ribs,  and 
a  laceration  of  a  lobe  of  the  lungs.  But  an 
emphyfema  of  a  large  extent,  without  any 
kind  of  laceration  of  the  lungs,  or  fradure 
of  a  rib,  is  not  fo  common,  nor  fo  eafily 
accounted  for.  The  following  cafe  is,  I 
think,  fomewhat  Angular. 

About  three  years  ago,  a  full-bodied, 
middle-aged,  failor  (Michael  Me  Cann,  of 
the  Modefte  man  of  war)  was  feized  with 
a  putrid  fever  and  fore  throat.  He  was 
bled  at  the  beginning,  but,  his  blood  ap¬ 
pearing  in  a  loofe,  diffolving  ftate,  he  was 
bled  no  more.  A  blifter  was  alfo  applied 
between  his  fhoulders,  which  foon  dried  up. 

About  the  feventh  or  eighth  day  of  his 
fifeafe,  an  emphyfematous  fwelling  appear¬ 
ed  in  his  face,  neck,  and  all  over  his  breaft, 
efpecially  on  the  right  fide.  The  fkin  was 
very  greatly  fluffed  up,  and  made  a  crack¬ 
ling  noife  under  the  fingers,  when  touched, 
as  if  you  had  handled  a  half- blown,  dry 

bladder. 
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bladder,  and  the  patient  was  exceeding  ft  iff, 
and  uneafy  with  it. 

Mr.  Montagu  Bacon,  the  chief  furgeon 
of  the  navy-hofpital  here,  and  the  other 
furgeons  attending,  were  defirous  that  I 
fhould  be  confulted,  and  fee  it,  as  fome- 
thing  very  uncommon,  which  I  accordingly 
did.  I  examined  it  with  great  care,  and 
found  the  tumor  altogether  flatulent,  and  a 
compleat  emphyfema .  I  advifed  the  fo¬ 
menting  it  with  fharp  vinegar,  and  cam¬ 
phorated  fpirit  of  wine,  and,  if  that  fhould 
not  fucceed,  to  fcarify  it  ilightly.  The  tu¬ 
mor  totally  vanifhed  in  two  or  three  days 
without  any  fcarrification  ;  and  he  foon  re¬ 
covered  from  the  fever ,  but  he  continued 
very  weak  for  a  long  time,  and  remained 
very  fcorbutic,  as  he  was  before  the  fever^ 
his  gums  being  very  fpongy,  and  bleeding 
on  the  flighted  touch,  or  rubbing. 

Here  the  emphyfema  was  generated* 
merely  by  the  putrefcence  of  the  humours* 
as  is  frequently  obferved,  in  a  lefs  degree, 
in  and  about  the  incipient  gangrenes  of  the 
limbs,  &c.  ’Tis  certain,  from  numberlefs 
experiments,  that  putridity,  both  in  vege- 

D  a  table* 
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table,  and  animal  fubftances,  generates  air* 

or  rather  raifes  it  from  a  fixed  to  an  elaftic 

% 

fiate. 

I  am  perfuaded  this  more  frequently 
happens  in  putrid  malignant  fevers,  than  is 
commonly  imagined;  and  it  is  not  impro¬ 
bable,  that  elaftic  air  may  be  generated 
even  in  the  arterial  and  venous  fyftem,  and 
be  productive  of  terrible  fymptoms,  vaft 
oppreffion,  anxiety,  palpitation*  intermitting 
pulfe,  deliquium,  &c.  which  are  too  often 
obferved  towards  the  clofe  of  putrid  fevers* 
Hence,  probably,  the  fudden  fwellings, 
haemorrhages,  and  putrefaction  of  bodies 
dying  in  fuch  difterhpers ;  the  emphyfema - 
tens  tumor  of  the  whole  habit  of  the  beafts, 
feized  with  the  late  difeafe  amongft  the 
horned  cattle,  is  well  known ;  and  it  is 
noted  in  common  cookery,  that  mutton,  or 
beef,  tainted,  and  beginning  to  grow  pu¬ 
trid,  will  not  fink  even  in  hot  water,  the 
putrefaction  generating  air  in  the  juices. 

I  am,  dear  SIR, 

Plymouth ,  Your  obedient  humble  fervant, 

t  HUXHAM. 
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V.  On  the  'Benefit  of  a  free  Admifiion  of  cool 
Air  in  the  Small-pox,  to  Dr.  Hunter,  by 
Mr.  Lee  Perkins,  Surgeon,  in  Bofton, 
New-England.  Read  June  1763. 

SIR, 

The  following  obfervations  upon  the  fmali- 
pox  were  made  by  my  father;  and,  if 
you  do  not  judge  them  too  inaccurate, 
I  would  beg  by  your  favour  to  have  them 
offered  to  the  Medical  Society. 


B  oft  on. 

New- England, 
^.22,1763. 


I  am,  SIR,  your  mofl 
obliged  humble  fervant, 

LEE  PERKINS, 


WHEN  th zfmall-pox  were  in  Bofton, 
in  the  year  1752,  on  the  day 

of  May,  I  was  called  to  the  wife  of  Mr. 
S — — ;  (lie  had  then  been  ill  three  days  of 
the  f mall-pox ,  and  was  in  the  eighth  month 
of  her  pregnancy.  Her  fever  ran  high,  and 
the  pains  in  her  head  and  back  were  very 
violent,  for  which,  I  ordered  ten  ounces  of 
blood  to  be  taken  from  her  that  night.  The 

D  3  next 
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next  morning  the  eruption  appeared,  which 
proved  to  be  of  the  coherent  kind. 

After  the  eruption  was  compleated,  the 
fever  hill  kept  up  with  naufea,  reftleffnefs, 
and  watchings,  threatening  a  bad  event* 
I  therefore  refolved  to  make  trial  of  what  I 
had  often  thought  might  be  of  great  fervice, 
jrnore  efpecially  to  thofe  patients  who  were 
moft  loaded,  viz.  light  covering,  and  free 
ad  million  of  cool  frefe  air.  I  told  the  lady 
fee  might  lie  as  cool  as  fee  pleafed,  and  en¬ 
couraged  her  to  hope  fee  might  be  the  bet¬ 
ter  for  it.  She  had  then  upon  her,  two 
partly  worn  thin  blankets  and  a  feeet,  and, 
being  pieafed  with  this  liberty,  fee  firft 
turned  off  one  of  the  blankets,  and  foon 
after  the  other,  and  paffed  the  following 
night  with  only  the  feeet.  Next  morning, 
being  the  fifth  day  of  the  eruption,  I  found 
that  her  fever  and  naufea  were  much  abated, 
that  fee  had  flept,  at  times,  in  the  courfe 
of  the  night,  and  had  taken  fome  nourife- 
ment,  befides  her  common  drinks.  But, 
the  wind  having  turned  N.  E.  and  the 
weather  grown  cool  and  cloudy,  I  was  afraid 
fee  might  get  hurt  in  her  prefent  fili¬ 
ation. 
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ation,  and  advifed  her  to  have  more  bed- 
cloaths;  but  die  was  averfe  to  even  the 
lead  that  could  be  mentioned,  infilling,  that 
any  addition  would  incommode  her.  I 
therefore  fubmitted,  and  the  rather,  becaufe 
pregnant  women  are  frequently  obferved  to 
be  hot  and  refllefs,  with  the  fame  bed-cloaths, 
which  at  other  times  agree  very  well. 
Upon  the  fixth  in  the  morning,  I  found 
that  all  the  threatning  fymptoms  were 
gone  ;  die  had  refted  well  through  the  night, 
and  had  taken  food  and  drink  freely.  The 
eruption  proceeded  well.  But,  the  weather 
being  now  warm  and  fair,  I  advifed  a  win¬ 
dow  to  be  opened  a  little  through  the  day, 
and  (it  being  dill  warmer  in  the  evening) 
to  be  kept  fo  during  the  night,  drawing  a 
curtain  before  it,  to  prevent  any  accidental 
wind  from  blowing  in,  as  alfo  any  fuppofed 
dampnefs  of  the  night  air.  From  this  time 
the  weather  held  warm,  and  the  fame  regi¬ 
men  was  continued  till  the  pudules  were 
all  turned ;  when  the  heat  abated,  fhe  fub¬ 
mitted  to  have  more  cloaths  on  the  bed  y 
thus  fhe  efcaped  without  any  medicine,  be¬ 
nd  es  now  and  then  a  gentle  anodyne,  aid 

D  4  th$* 
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the  ufuai  eccoprotics  in  the  conclufion.  A 
very  good  ftate  of  health  enfued,  and  fhe 
compleated  her  pregnancy  at  "the  ufuai  time2 
when  fhe  was  delivered  of  a  very  healthy 
child. 

After  this,  I  treated  all,  my  loaded  and 
inflamed  patients  in  the  fame  manner,  ia 
a  greater  or  lefs  degree  as  circum fiances 
appeared  to  require ;  and  the  fuccefs  fully 
equalled  my  expectations,  wherever  the 
crafis  of  the  blood  was  not  very  much  bro¬ 
ken,  or  the  elafticity  of  the  veffels  greatly 
impared ;  and  even  fome,  who  had  thefe 
appearances,  recovered  in  this  way,  of  whom 
I  fliould  otherwife  have  had  no  hope.  When 
the  weather  was  hot,  I  found  it  neceflary 
to  continue  the  above  management,  till  the 
remains  of  the  fever,  and  all  difpofition  to 
putridity,  were  intirely  over.  By  a  miftake 
in  this  circumftance,  I  unfortunately  loft  a 
young  patient,  when  the  danger  foemed  in 
all  appearance  paft.  This  was  a  boy,  ten  - 
years  old,  the  only  child  of  the  family.  He 
was  ieized  with  the  fmall-pox  in  the  month 
of  June,  and  was  much  loaded  with  them. 
The  eruption  being  much  the  fame  as  that 
of  the  woman  above-mentioned,  I  treated 

*  him 
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him  in  the  fame  manner ;  his  bed~cloaths 
were  leflened,  and  the  free  admiffion  of 
frefh  air  allowed,  fo  that  he  might  be  agree¬ 
ably  cool ;  thus  he  reached  the  thirteenth 
day  free  of  any  dangerous  fymptoms.  Be¬ 
fore  this  time  the  pox  were  well  turned  and 
defquamating,  the  fwelling  of  his  face  and 
hands  was  over*  as  well  as  all  apparent  fe- 
verifhnefs  ;  he  had  ftools  daily,  his  appetite 
was  good,  and  his  ftrength  returning.  I  faw 
him  the  evening  before  he  died;  he  faid,  with 
much  chearfulnefs,  that  he  felt  very  well, 
and,  though  the  weather  was  very  warm,  it 
did  not  incommode  him;  in  a  word,  I  found 
his  circumftances  every  way  to  my  liking, 
and  allured  myfelf  of  a  happy  event*  The 
window  was  ftill  open,  as  it  had  been  for 
more  than  a  week  paft,  on  account  of  the 
heat  of  the  feafon,  which  ftill  continued. 
This  night,  a  young  woman  fat  up  with 
him,  who  was  unacquainted  with  this  ma¬ 
nagement,  and  his  parents  unluckily  forgot 
to  inform  her  of  it.  About  the  middle  of 
the  night,  upon  fome  occafton,  fhe  went 
to  the  window,  and  found  it  open  behind 

the  curtain  ;  furprized  at  what  (lie  fuppofed 

an 
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an  accidental  and  dangerous  mifhke,  die 
immediately  fhut  it,  and  to  prevent  the  ill 
confequences  {he  dreaded,  made  fome  ad¬ 
dition  to  the  patient's  covering ;  but  the 
Hidden  alteration  in  the  date  of  the  diforder 
was  really  wonderful*  At  twelve  o'clock 
the  window  was  fhut3  at  three  the  patient 
was  perceived  to  change  for  the  worfe  5  I 
was  called  at  five,  but  too  late  to  help  him* 
and  at  fix  o’clock  he  died, 

I  could  mention  many  indances  of  my 
fuccefs  in  this  manner  of  treatment  \  but& 
left  my  intention  fhould  be  mifiaken,  give 
me  leave  to  obferve,  that  there  is  a  certain 
length  to  which  we  may  carry  the  methods 
but  not  farther ;  and  this  muft  be  left  to 
the  judgment  of  the  phyfician,  who  is  to  be 
determined  by  the  circumftances  of  the 
patient,  viz .  the  degree  of  the  fever  and 
heat  5  generally  fpeaking,  till  he  feels 
the  coldnefs  difagreeable,  there  is  no  dan¬ 
ger  j  but  on  the  contrary,  where  the  erup¬ 
tions  are  few,  and  the  fever  fcarce  perceiva¬ 
ble,  the  mod  fuitable  treatment  is  almod 
quite  the  reverie. 

The 
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The  extremes,  in  this  difeafe,  bear  fome 
analogy  to  the  ftate  of  hardy  and  well- ex- 
ercifed  men,  compared  with  that  of  the 
tender  and  valetudinary  perfons  ;  the  former 
of  whom  can  bear  very  great  degrees  of  cold 
and  inclement  air,  with  thin  cloathing, 
without  receiving  any  hurt,  while  the  ten¬ 
der  hyfteric  female  is  obliged  to  conduct 
herfelf  in  the  moft  cautious  and  circumfpedt 
manner,  or  to  fuffer  feverely  by  the  omif- 
lion. 


VI.  Cafe 
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VI.  Cafe  of  an  Extra-Uterine  Foetus,  by  Dr* 
Charles  Kelly,  1763.  Communicated  by 
the  late  Mr.  Macaulay*  Read  in  July  1763, 

1“  N  the  year  1756,  I  was  defired  by  Dr* 
Crawford  to  go  with  him  to  fee  a  pati¬ 
ent  he  had  been  called  to  three  days  be¬ 
fore,  who  appeared  to  be  in  labour,  and 
had  been  attended  by  a  midwife  three  o£ 
four  days,  before  he  was  fent  for. 

On  palling  a  finger  into  the  vagina^  the 
head  of  a  child  was  plainly  felt,  and  fo  far 
advanced  into  the  pelvis ,  that  it  feemed  to 
require  but  two  or  three  pains  to  bring  it 
into  the  world ;  but,  on  a  deliberate  exami¬ 
nation,  the  following  peculiarities  made  the 
cafe  appear  quite  lingular. 

Fir  ft,  although  the  head  was  fo  far  ad¬ 
vanced  into  the  pelvis ,  as  to  be  but  the 
length  of  a  finger-joint  from  the  fourcbette , 
yet,  the  os  tincce  was  fituated  clofe  to  the 
fymphyfis  of  the  pubes ,  and  fo  high  up,  that 
it  was  very  difficult  to  reach  it ;  and,  fo  far 
as  this  difficult  accefs  would  permit  a  judg¬ 
ment  to  be  formed  of  the  ftate  of  this  part, 

.  it 
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it  feerned  to  be  not  at  all  dilated,  and  it’s 
labia  y  were  more  hard  as  well  as  more  pro¬ 
minent  than  could  be  expected,  as  the  wo¬ 
man  thought  herfelf  arrived  at  the  full  time 
of  pregnancy. 

Secondly,  if  the  fore- finger  of  one  hand 
was  paffed  per  vaginum ,  and  that  of  the 
other  per  anum ,  the  child’s  head  was  plain¬ 
ly  felt,  and  even  the  futures  diftinguifhed 
between  them  both  ;  but,  per  vaginum  only, 
no  more  than  one  fide  of  the  head  could  be 
felt,  which  was  that  fide  which  pointed  to¬ 
wards  the  pubes . 

Thirdly,  on  feeling  the  abdomen  exter¬ 
nally,  the  upper  limits  of  it’s  tumefaction 
were  not  fo  regularly  circumfcribed,  as  is 
ufual  in  the  latter  months  of  pregnancy. 

Thefe  circum fiances  maturely  confidered 

* 

gave  room  to  fufpeCt,  that  the  child  was 
not  in  the  cavity  of  the  womb.  For  al¬ 
though  it  often  happens,  that  the  head  de~ 
fcends  very  low  into  the  cavity  of  the  pel~ 
visy  while  the  os  uteri  not  only  remains 
undilated,  but  like  wife  is  fituated  fo  high 
up,  that  we  reach  it  with  difficulty ;  yet 
in  thefe  cafes  the  cs  uteri  generally ,  if  not 

always. 
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always,  points  towards  the  facrum ,  whereas, 
in  the  cafe  under  confideration,  it  was  fo 
clofe  to  the  pubes ,  that  the  finger  was  pret¬ 
ty  much  preffed  between  that  and  the  tu¬ 
mor  made  by  the  blood,  before  it  could  be 
reached. 

By  the  fecond  peculiarity,  the  head  did 
very  clearly  appear  to  be  got  down  between 
the  pofterior  part  of  the  vagina  and  the 
anterior  part  of  the  reBum  ;  for  though  there 
is  no  natural  cavity  there  to  receive  it,  yet 
it  is  well  known,  that  thefe  two  membra¬ 
nous  parts,  which  make  the  partition  be¬ 
tween  one  paffage  and  the  other,  are  con¬ 
nected  together  by  a  cellular  membrane* 
which  may  very  eafily  give  way  to  the 
preffure  of  any  folid  part  protruding  againft 
it,  with  that  degree  of  force,  which  «  the 
head  of  the  child,  in  this  cafe,  did  ;  efpe- 
cially,  as  it  was  continued  for  fo  long  a 
time  as  eight  days,  during  which,  the  pains 
were  ftrong  and  frequent. 

There  is  naturally  a  deep  fort  of  cavity 
between  the  reBum  and  the  back  part  of 
the.  uterus ,  made  by  the  peritoneum,  de¬ 
fending  pretty  low  and  forming  a  kind  of 
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pouch,  in  which  a  portion  of  the  fmall  in- 
teftines,  when  the  uterus  is  not  pregnant, 
is  commonly  lodged;  and,  fometimes,  the 
inteftines  themfelves,  by  pre  fling  hard  again  ft 
the  peritoneum,  at  this  moft  depend¬ 
ing  part  of  the  abdomen ,  gradually  ftreteh 
this  membrane  fo  as  to  deepen  this  cavity 
much,  and  thereby  difiedt,  as  it  were,  the 
back  part  of  the  vagina  from  the  fore  part 
of  the  reBum ,  and  by  thefe  means  form 
that  tumor  in  the  vagina >  which  is  called 

a  hernia  vaginalis. 

In  this  cafe,  the  head  of  the  child  feemed 
to  have  produced  the  fame  effedt. 

No  circumftance  lb  ftrongly  indicated 
the  head  being  in  this  fituation,  as  that  of 
not  being  able  to  pafs  a  finger  between  the 
tumor  made  by  the  head,  and  the  back  part 
of  the  vagina  5  for  in  every  natural  cafe, 
where  the  head  is  lo  far  advanced  into  the 
pelvis ,  as  it  was  in  the  prefent,  even  though 
the  os  uteri  be  not  dilated,  there  is  always 
a  vacant  fpace  between  the  tumor  made  by 
the  head,  and  the  back  part  of  the  vagina ; 
but  here  there  was  none. 


The 
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The  third  peculiarity  above-mentioned 
ferved  to  corroborate  that  opinion  of  the 
cafe,  which  the  fir  ft  and  fecond  gave  rife 
to ;  for*  as  the  patient  was  a  very  thin  wo¬ 
man,  had  the  uterus  been  diftended  in  the 
ufual  manner,  the  circumfcribed  border  of 
it's  fundus  might  have  been  diftindtly  felt 
through  th zparieties  of  th z  abdomen. 

The  friends  of  the  poor  woman,  who 
were  very  prefling  to  know  why  we  did 
not  deliver  her,  were  given  to  underftand, 
that  we  were  afraid  flhe  could  not  be  de¬ 
livered  at  all,  as  the  child,  inftead  of  beitig 
in  the  womb,  appeared  to  be  in  that  part  of 
her  belly,  from  whence  nature  had  provided 
no  pafiage  ;  however,  we  promifed  to  confi- 
der  of  the  cafe,  and,  if  it  appeared  practica¬ 
ble  to  relieve  her  by  any  method  that  might 
occur  to  us,  we  would  do  fo  \  but,  for  the 
prefent,  could  do  nothing  more  than  order 
fomething  to  raife  her  fpirits,  and  abate  the 
feverity  of  her  pain. 

As  people  are  feldom  unanimous  in  their 
opinions,  when  cafes  of  fo  uncommon  a 
nature  occur,  we  did  not  determine  upon 
a  method  likely  to  fucceed  till  too  late  to 

be 


Medical  Ohfervations  and  Inquiries .  49 

be  put  in  practice.—  She  expired  in  the  night 
of  the  fucceeding  day. 

The  night  after  we  had  given  the  difcou- 
raging  account  of  her  cafe  to  the  people 
about  her,  who  little  underfiood,  and  lefs 
belived,  what  was  told  them,  as  the  pains 
continued  flrong,  another  midwife  was 
called  to  her,  who,  upon  examining,  af~ 
fured  the  patient,  and  all  prefect,  that  fhe 
would  be  delivered  very  fpeedily,  and  {he 
hoped  likewife,  with  all  delirable  fafety  ; 
and  accordingly  ordered  what  was  necef- 
fary  for  the  reception  of  the  child  to  be  got 
ready  immediately.  What  ferved  to  confirm 
thefe  hopes  was  a  fmall  red  difcharge,  which 
foon  after  came  on,  and  was  regarded  as  a 
promifing  appearance  ;  but  this  was  pro¬ 
duced  by  the  midwife’s  having  mi  {taken  the 
pofterior  part  of  the  vagina ,  againft  which 
the  head  ftrongly  preffed,  for  the  mem¬ 
branes,  which  fhe  endeavoured  to  break  by 
fcratching  them  with  her  finger  nail. 

Thefe  miftakes  were  both  natural,  and 
perhaps  excufable  ;  and  my  foie  reafon  for 
mentioning  them  is  to  point  out  how  near 
the  birth  the  child’s  head  feemed  to  be. 

Vol.  III.  E  Being 
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Being  informed  of  the  fatal  conclufion 
we  were  very  follicitous  to  know  if  our  opi¬ 
nion  of  the  cafe  had  been  juffly  formed,  and 
went  to  afk  the  hufband’s  permiffion  to 
make  the  neceffary  inquiry  for  that  pur- 
pofe  5  he  was  gone  out,  and  had  left  pofitive 
orders,  that  {he  {hould  not  be  opened. 
After  waiting  a  confiderable  time,  expect¬ 
ing  his  -  return,  and  hoping  to  prevail  over 
his  prejudice  by  the  reafonable  arguments 
made  ufe  of  on  fuch  occalions,  we  at  laft 
perfuaded  the  women,  who  were  left  in 
charge  of  the  body,  to  permit  us  only  to 
fhew  them,  that  the  child  was  not  in  the 
womb,  whereby  both  they  and  the  huf- 
band  wTould  have  the  fatisfaClipn  of  know¬ 
ing,  that  his  lofs  had  not  been  owing  ei¬ 
ther  to  negligence  or  ignorance. 

As  this  confent  was  but  faintly  and  with 
great  reluctance  given,  and  as  we  expected, 
every  moment,  the  hufband’s  return,  who 
might  treat  us  very  roughly,  for  aCting 
counter  to  the  orders  he  had  left,  we  did 
not  make  the  examination  with  that  deli¬ 
beration  and  accuracy  we  could  have  wifh- 
©d  ;  however,  we  gained  great  fatisfaClion 

in 
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In  regard  to  the  principal  objects'  of  our  in¬ 
quiry.  The  difcoveries  made,  on  opening 
the  abdomen ,  I  (hall  relate  in  as  concife  a 
manner  as  their  nature  will  permit. 

The  uterus ,  inftead  of  bein?  the  fir  ft  and 

r  O 

largeft  part  in  view,  was  but  juft  raifed 
above  the  os  pubis ,  and  had  the  ufual  appear¬ 
ance  of  a  womb  in  the  unimpregnated  ftate. 
The  caufe  of  this  fituation  was  very  appa¬ 
rent,  as  we  found  the  head  of  the  child  fet¬ 
tled  quite  low  down  in  the  pehis ,  between 
the  vagina  zn&reffium,  juft  as  we  expeCted  ; 
the  head,  in  defcending,  had  obliged  the 
uterus  to  rife  ’above  the  pubes .  The  feet  of 
the  child  reached  very  near  the  fcrobiculus 
cordis ,  but  were  not  vifible  ’till  the  omentum 
and  a  large  portion  of  the  fmall  inteftines 
were  turned  afide.  The  child  was  not  large, 
neither  was  it  fo  fmall  as  fome  childern  at 
the  full  time;  the  cuticle  was  intire,  and 
there  were  not,  either  in  colour,  fmell,  or 
any  other  refpeft,  the  leaft  figns  of  putre¬ 
faction,  by  wrhich  we  judged  it  had  died 
much  about  the  fame  time  with  it’s  mother. 

The  placenta  adhered  moftly  to  the  peri¬ 
toneum  >  oa  the  right  fide  of  the  abdomen 

E  a  extending 
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extending  from  the  umbilicus  to  the  ilium  % 
and  ids  pofterior  edge  adhered  to  a  part  of 
the  mefentery,  ids  inferior  part  was  attach¬ 
ed  to  the  right  Ihdmentum  latum  uteri .  from 
whence  it  extended  upwards  towards  the 
ribs*  It  '  was  attached  more  firmly  to 
thefe  parts  than  the  placenta  in  general  is 
to  the  uterus ;  and,  in  proportion  to  the 
fize  of  the  child,  was  twice  as  large  in  ids 
furface  as  might  have  been  expedted. 

We  fhould  have  beeti  extremely  glad  to 
have  examined  the .  appendages  of  the  ute¬ 
rus*  efpeeially  the  fallopian  tubes ;  but  our 
hurry  and  confufion,  from  being  To  difagree- 
ably  circumftanced,  prevented  us  ;  and  we 
were  too  clofely  watched  to  take  any  thing 
away.  Therefore  we  were  not  able  to 
difio'ver,  whether  or  not  the  child  had  burffc 
one  of  the  fallopian  tubes,  after  being  fome 
time  contained  and  nourifhed  therein,  as 
tnoft  commonly  happens  with  extra  uterine 
foetus's.  Bat,  from  circumftances,  it  feems 
mo  ft  probable,  that  the  ovum ,  when  firft 
dil engaged  from  the  ovarium ,  had  fallen  to 
the  depending  part  of  the  abdomen ,  without 
being  received  into  the  tube. 


The 
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The  circum  (lances  which  countenance 
this  opinion,  are  principally  thefe. 

In  the  fil'd:  place,  the  woman  had  never 
been  affedted  in  that  manner  which  women 
are,  when  one  of  the  jallopian  tubes  is  rup¬ 
tured  by  the  growth  of  an  ovum  detained  in 
ids  canal,  fuch  as  being  fuddenly  iurprized 
with  a  fenfe  of  Something  burlling  within 
them,  attended  with  violent  pain  and  a  dif- 
charge  of  blood  from  the  uterus .  She 
had,  indeed,  her  mendrual  difcharge,  but 
this  was  regular  in  point  of  time,  though 
deficient  in  quantity,  efpecially,  in  the  lat¬ 
ter  months ;  (he  had  not  been  affedted 
with  any  particular  pains,  ■  ’till  (he  thought 
herfelf  in  labour.  Her  principal  complaints, 
before  that,  were  a  great  bearing  down 
backwards,  as  (be  exprefled  it,  and  a  dif¬ 
ficulty  in  going  to  dool. 

in  the  next  place,  the  child  was  alive, 
and  plainly  felt  to  move,  during  the  time 
(he  feemed  in  labour ;  whereas,  in  cafes 
where  the  tube  is  burfl,  I  believe  it  com¬ 
monly  happens,  that  the  child  dies  foon 
afterwards,  and  lone  before  it  has  acquired 
it’s  full  growth. 


And 
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And,  in  the  daft  plaCw%  the  attachment  of 
the  placenta  to  the  peritonaeum  affords  a 
very  ftrong  preemption  for  entertaining 
the  opinion  ahoveaiemioned,  for/  had  the 
ovum  remained  any  considerable  time  in  one 
of  the  tubes,  it’s  vafcular  part  or  placenta , 
would  have  adhered  to  the  internal  furface 
of  the  tube,  and,  although  upon  the  tube’s 
burfting,  the  foetus  might -have  been  difen- 
gaged  fom  it,  yet  the  placenta  would  ei¬ 
ther  have  remained  adhering  to  the  tube, 
or  would  not  have  been  attached  at  all  to 

• «  .  -  «-i  > 

any  part ;  but  the  adhefion  (as  has  been  al¬ 
ready  obferved)  was  uncommonly  firm* 
That  the  peritonaeum  was  the  part  to  which 
it  did  adhere  is  a  faCt  we  could  not  be  de- 

■  ■  *  f 

ceived  in,  for,  being  an  unexpected  circum- 
ftance,  it  engaged  our  particular  notice. 

It  may  not  be  amifs  to  obferve,  that  this 
fituation  of  the  placenta  feems  to  corrobo¬ 
rate  the  prefect  prevailing  opinion,  that  a 
fcetus  in  the  womb  is  not  nourished  by  a 
tranfmiffion  of  red  blood  frpm  the  mother 
to  the  child,  but  by  nutritious  juices  ab- 
forbecl  from  the  maternal  blood  by  th zpla- 

v  :  ^ 
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I  cannot  help  pointing  out  another  par¬ 
ticular  relating  to  the  placenta  in  this  ex¬ 
traordinary  cafe,  I  mean  it's  being  fo  very 
large  in  proportion  to  the  bulk  of  the  child. 
Nature  here  furnifhed  an  inftance  of  her  care 
and  attention  ;  for,  as  the  peritonceumy  defti- 
tute  of  large  blood-veflels,  cannot  be  fo 
well  addapted  to  the  purpofe  of  tranfmitting 
nouriftiment  to  a  child,  as  the  internal  fur- 
face  of  the  uterus ,  nature,  in  order  to  corn- 
penfate  that  difadvantage,  gave  the  placenta 
a  much  greater  extent  of  furface  than  com¬ 
mon,  and  thereby  $  larger  fcope  for  per¬ 
forming  it’s  office. 

The  only  method  that  gave  hopes  of 
fuccefs  in  the  above  cafe,  was  the  making 
an  incifion  through  the  pofterior  part  of  the 
vagina ,  again  ft  which  the  head  fo  ftrongly 
prefled,  and  which  in  confequence  of  that 
preflure  was  become  extremely  thin.  /  The 
child  might,  by  fi^ch  means,  have  been 
eafily  extracted ;  and  it  is  like  wife  very  pro¬ 
bable,  that  the  placenta  would,  in  time? 
have  difengaged  itfelf  and  procured  an  exit 
through  the  fame  opening.  But  how  foon, 
or  fow  well,  this  aperture  might  have  clof~ 
ed,  and  prevented  a  dangerous  defeent  of 

E  4  the 
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the  inteftines,  mere  conjecture  cannot  de¬ 
termine. 

N.  B.  This  woman  had  mifcarried  two 
or  three  times,  but  never  went  her  full 
time  before.. 


VII.  Account 
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VII.  Account  of  an  Aneuryfm,  by  Mra 
Thomfon,  Surgeon  to  the.  London  Hof 
pital.  Communicated  by  Dr.  Dickfon. 
Read  Aug.  1,  1763. 

BENJAMIN  Fournier,  a  weaver,  aged 
39,  died  Feb.  25th,  1763,  of  the 
burfting  of  an  aneuryfm  of  the  aorta .  When 
he  firft  applied  to  me,  July  16th,  1762, 
there  appeared  a  tumor  at  the  anterior  ex¬ 
tremity  of  the  right  clavicle  of  the  fize  of  a 
large  walnut,  which  had  been  in  creating 
for  about  three  months.  The  clavicle,  at 
this  extremity,  was  feparated  from  th q  ft er~ 
numy  confiderably  raifed  up,  and  the  in¬ 
tervening  fpace  was  filled  up  by  the  tumor 
which  had  a  ftrong  pulfation. 

Nothing  fatisfadlory  could  be  affigned 
for  the  caufe  of  this  difeafe  ;  neverthelefs, 
it  may  be  proper  to  mention,  that  the  pa¬ 
tient  laboured,  for  fourteen  months,  under 
a  moft  violent  pain  in  the  right  fide  of  the 
head,  a  thumping,  as  he  called  it,  in  the 
right  ear,  fo  that  he  could  not  fleep  with¬ 
out  being  obliged  to  fit  in  a  chair,  refling 
his  face  upon  pillows.  Thefe  complaints, 

however. 
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however,  were  much  abated  for  five  months 
before  the  leaf!  appearance  of  any  tumor, 
which  was  preceded  by  a  violent  pain  in 
the  breaft  and  right,  collar-bones.  As  the 
great  ufe  in  publifhing  fuch  hiftories,  as  the 
prefent  one,  is  to  warn  furgeons  againft 
expofing  themfelves  and  their  art,  by  un¬ 
dertaking  the  cure  of  cafes,  where  nature 
will  only  admit  of  a  litle  palliating,  and 
being  too  bufy  may  prove  inftantly  fatal  to 
the  patient ;  fo  it  may  be  proper  to  men¬ 
tion,  that  this  cafe  was  miftaken  by  an  ig¬ 
norant  furgeqn  for  a  common  diflocation 
of  the  clavicle,  and  various  and  violent  were 

■  y 

the  methods  that  were  employed  for  the 
reduction. 

The  (welling  increafing,and  the  (kin  becom¬ 
ing  inflamed  by  this  rough  treatment,  the 
fame  furgeon  ordered  a  poultice  to  promote 
a  fuppuration,  as  he  intended  to  open  it. 

The  nature  of  his  diforder  being  very 

apparent,  he  was  taken  into  the  London 
hofpital,  July  x6th,  1762. — He  was  or¬ 
dered  a  cool  regimen,  and  to  keep  very 
quiet,  and,  by  Dr.  Dickfon’s  advice,  he  of¬ 
ten  took  gentle  purges,  and  occafionally 

opiates* 


1 


Medical  Obfervations  and  Inquiries .  59 

opiates. — When  he  complained  of  much 
pain  in  the  part,  blood  was  taken  from  him* 
and  by  thefe  means,  for  upwards  of  three 
months,  the  tumor  increafed  very  little; 
and,  as  the  patient  had  no  apprehenfion  of 
danger,  he  became  tired  of  the  hofpital, 
and  was  difcharged  on  the  third  of  Novem¬ 
ber  following. 

He  attended  for  fome  time  as  an  out-pa¬ 
tient,  but,  thinking  himfelf  ftrong  enough 
for  bufinefs,  he  let  up  a  public-houfe,  where 
he  became  irregular  in  his  way  of  living, 
and  catched  a  great  cold,  attended  with  a 
cough,  during  which  in  one  night’s  time 
the  tumor  increafed  to  a  very  large  fize. 
This  alarmed  him  fo  much,  that  he  fent 
for  me,  and  I  advifed  him  to  return  to  the 
hofpital,  which  he  complied  with  the  17th 
of  Jan.  1763.  The  tumor  was  now  fo 
large  and  prominent,  as  to  feem  capable  of 
containing  above  a  quart  of  fluid  ;  the  Ikin 
in  different  parts  was  greatly  difcoloured, 
and  was  fo  painful  that  he  could  fcarce  bear 
it  to  be  touched,  and  he  very  often  com¬ 
plained  of  a  pain  as  if  pins  and  needles  were 
funning  into  it. 


Though 
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Though  the  former  method  of  treatment* 
^hich  had  anfwered  fo  well,  was  again 
nfed,  the  tumor,  neverthelefs,  increafed 
daily,  and  two  gangrenous  fpots  began  to 
appear  near  the  middle  part,  one  of  which 
feparated  the  2 2d  of  February,  when  the 
blood  ruftied  out  very  rapidly,  but,  by  in- 
ftantly  applying  of  lint,  the  haemorrhage 
was  flopped,  before  a  quart  of  blood  was 
loft.  From  this  time  a  perfon  was  con- 
flantly  employed  in  holding  the  hand  upon 
the  lint  with  a  gentle  preflure  ;  the  rup¬ 
tured  part  however  continued  weeping,  the 
patient  became  extremely  weak,  and  though 
he  had  always  flattered  himfelf  with  a  cure, 
he  now  became  fenfible  of  his  danger,  but 
was  not  in  the  leaft  afraid  of  dying.  On 
the  25th,  being  apprehenflve  of  another 
rupture,  he  called  for  a  chamber-pot,  and 
de fired  the  houfe- pupil  to  be  fent  for,  but 
before  the  pot  was  given  him,  the  tumor 
burft,  a  large  plug  of  clotted  blood,  weigh¬ 
ing  eight  ounces,  ru(hed  out  with  fuch 
force  as  to  be  thrown  to  the  bed’s- foot,  and 
he  died  in  about  four  minutes  afterwards. 

The 
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The  haemorrhage  on  this  occafion  was 
very  trifling,  as  the  poor  fellow,  knowing 
his  danger,  had  grafped  an  handful  of  lint, 
and  applied  it  to  the  opening  immediately 

*  >■  '  f 

upon  the  plug  flying  out. 

The  ftate  of  the  parts,  as  they  appeared 
upon  diflfedtion,  will  be  beft  understood  by 
viewing  the  figures  with  their  explanations, 

4 

PLATE  III.  FIG.  L 
AAA  The  ribs.  / 

B  The  f err  at  us  ?ninor  antic  us  of  the  right 
fide 

C  C  Thzjlerno-majloide  mufcles. 

D  The  trachea 
E  The  thyroide  gland. 

F  The  fternutri' — the  firft  bone  of  which 
was  almoft  all  deftroyed. 

G  A  fmall  portion  of  the  firfl:  rib  on  the 
right  fide  remaining,  the  reft  having  been 
quite  deftroyed. 

H  The  firfl:  rib  on  the  left  fide  in  part  de¬ 
ftroyed. 

II  The  clavicles;  that  on  the  right  fide 
was  confiderably  eroded,  and  projected 
outwardly  ;  the  other  was  much  difeafed. 
K  The  edge  of  the  opening  of  the  aneuryf- 
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mal  bag,  or  dilated  aorta ,  as  it  appeared, 
when  cleanfed  from  the  dotted  blood, 

L  The  infide  of  the  dilated  artery  full  of 

rugae 

M  The  right  carotid  artery  on  the  right 
fide. 

N  The  external  jugular  vein. 

PLATE  ih  FIG.  L 

Shews  the  heart  and  veffels  when  taken 
out  of  the  body  and  injedted. 

A  A  The  heart. 

B  The  vena  cava  fuperior . 

C  C  The  two  branches  of  the  pulmonary 
artery. 

D  D  The  pulmonary  veins  on  the  left  fide. 
E  The  left  auricle. 

F  The  dilated  curvature  of  the  aorta,  on 
which  are  perceived  two  or  three  fmali 
protuberances,  (x),  which  were  owing  to 
the  coats  of  the  artery  yielding  a  little 
at  thofe  places. 

G  An  appearance  of  a  ftridture,  where  the 
coats  of  the  artery  had  given  way  moft, 
from  whence  was  formed  a  large  pro¬ 
jecting /ic — H . 


HI  The 
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I II  The  edges  of  the  ruptured  aneuryfm . 
K  The  rugous  appearance  of  the  infide  of 
the  fac . 

L  The  defcending  aortay  not  in  the  lead 
enlarged  ;  though,  in  the  drawing,  it  ap¬ 
pears  as  if  there  was  an  enlargement  of 
it,  at  it’s  beginning ;  (x)  but  this  was  the 
effedt  of  the  injedlion,  the  wax  running 
no  further  than  to  M>  where  a  ligature 
was  tied  round  it,  and  the  remaining 
part  of  the  aorta  was  only  fluffed  with 
cotton. 

N  The  common  trunk  of  the  right  fubcla - 
vian  and  carotid  arteries. 

O  The  left  carotid. 

P  The  left  fubclavian. 

N.  B»  There  were  feveral  fmall  pieces 
of  ragged  bone  adhering  to  the  infide  of 
he  teguments,  and  others  mixed  among 
the  clotted  blood  ;  from  hence  we  may  ac¬ 
count  for  that  pricking  pain  he  felt,  when¬ 
ever  the  fwelling  was  touched. 

PLATE  III.  F  I  G.  II.  and  III. 

Two  views  of  the  plug  of  clotted  blood* 
They  are  drawn  to  a  fcale  of  half  the  na¬ 
tural  fize. 


VIII.  An 
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VIII.  An  ExtraB  of  a  Letter  from  Mr* 
Symons,  Surgeon  at  Exeter,  to  Dr  * 
William  Hunter,  containing  a  further 
Account  of  a  curious  Cafe ,  related  in  the 
Medical  Eflays  of  the  Society  of  Edinburgh, 
Vol.  V.  Art.  XXXIII.  Read  Aug.  1,1763. 


BRAHAMPike,  of  Crediton,  whofe 
cafe  was  pubiifhed  by  Mr.  Cookelley^ 
In  the  fifth  volume  of  the  Edinburgh  Me¬ 
dical  EJJays died  the  third  of  January  laft. 

The 


*  Abraham  Pike,  aged  about  thirty's  had  laboured 
under  a  Hernia  intejiinalis^  for  feveral  years,  which  was 
one  day  in  the  year  1731,  increafed  to  fuch  a  degree 
by  over-heaving  himfelf,  in  carrying  Water  to  extin- 
guifh  a  fire,  that  he  could  not  reduce  it  at  night  as 
ufual.  Being  without  medical  affiftance,  he  fuffered 
for  about  a  fortnight,  terrible  pains,  with  conftipa- 
tion  from  a  flrangulation  of  the  intefline.  At  the  end 
of  that  time  Mr.  Cookefiey  firfl  fa w  him,  and  found 
the  parts  in  a  {late  of  mortification.  He  cut  away  (as 
be  imagined)  fix  inches  of  the  whole  annular  fub- 
flance  of  the  mortified  inteftine,  and  near  half  the 
ferotum,  including,  as  he  thought,  the  fpermatic  veiTels, 
and  tefticle  of  that  fide.  The  excrements  were  intirely 
difeharged  by  the  wound  for  fome  time ;  but  as  this 
contradled,  that  difeharge  iefiened,  and  in  about  a 
month  they  pafFed  folely  by  the  anus. 


The 
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The  next  day  Dr.  Bent  defined  me  to  go  with 
him,  in  order  to  difcover,  if  poffible,  by  what 
means  nature  had  perfected  the  cure.  I 
readily  went,  and,  upon  examination,  found 
the  caecum  adhering  to  the  ring  of  the  ahdo- 
minal  mufcles  ;  and  the  Hi  on  and  colon  with 
their  natural  appearances.  I  therefore  de¬ 
clared,  that  no  fuch  part  of  the  inteftines, 
as  defcribed  by  Mr.  Cookefley,  had  been 
cut  away,  and  that  the  extremity  of  the 
c cecum  and  appendicula  cceci  vermiformis 
were  the  only  parts  of  'the  intejlenal  canal 
that  were  wanting.  I  then  proceeded  to 
the  fcrotum ,  where,  to  my  great  furprize, 
I  found  both  the  tejles .  The  fubftance-  of 
that  on  the  right  fide  was  foft,  and  of  a 
dark  brown  color  ;  it’s  coats  were  enlarg¬ 
ed,  thickened,  and  nearly  one  half  turned 
into  bone.  The  other  was  in  a  found  and 
natural  ftate.  I  have  made  preparations  of 

The  author  of  this  cafe  could  not  conceive  how  the 
excrement  fhould  pafs  by  the  anus ,  when  fo  much  of 
the  whole  annular  fubftance  of  the  gut  had  been  cut 
off ;  but  the  difle£tion  of  the  body  by  Mr.  Symons 
makes  the  cafe  very  clear,  though  it  had  appeared  mi¬ 
raculous  to  Mr.  Cookefley. 


VOL.  Ill 
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the  afte&ed  parts,  and  have  fent  them  to  you, 
as  I  think  they  are  worth  your  infpedtion. 

One  preparation  demonftrates  the  nature 
of  the  cure,  and  that  the  append: cula  cceci 
vermijormis  is  of  no  great  uie  in  the  adult 
Rate ;  the  other,  that  the  coats  of  the  tejles 
are  liable  to  edification.  The  vas  deferens 
of  the  difeafed  tejies  is  traced  as  far  as  the 
epididymis . 

I  am,  S  I  R, 

Your  very  humble  fervant, 
JOHN  SYMONS. 

.  (  r 

P.  S.  Dr.  Bent  is  fully  convinced*  that 
the  cafe  was  mifreprefented  to  him.  Mr, 
Cookefley  has  been  dead  many  years. 

The  cafe  will  be  better  underfiood  by 
confulting  the  two  figures  of  the  fourth 
plate. 

Fig.  I.  reprefents  the  extremity  of  the 
Won,  the  caecum ,  and  the  beginning  of  the  co¬ 
lon  in  out-lines,  as  they  are  in  a  natural  date. 

■  *  /  '  • 

A  The  ilion. 

&  The  cceciim. 
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C  C  The  colon . 

D  D  The  append!  cula  vermiform!  s. 

E  The  termination  of  the  Hi  on  in  the  great 
inteftine. 

F  F  A  dotted  line,  which  may  be  alfo 
confidered  as  the  imaginary  boundary 
between  the  c cecum  and  colon . 

f t  ' 

Fig.  II.  An  exadt  view  of  the  difeafed 

parts. 

t 

A  The  lower  extremity  of  the  ilion. 

B  The  colon . 

C  C  The  mufcles  and  integuments  at  the 
cicatrix . 

JD  The  colon  adhering  to  the  integuments 

by  a  firm  ligamentous  cicatrix. 

■  * 

N.  B .  By  comparing  thefe  two  figures, 
it  is  plain,  that  in  this  cafe  all  the  caecum . 
and  appendicula  vermiform! s  were  loft  by 
the  mortification,  viz.  all  in  fig.  I.  below 
the  dotted  line  F  F,  where  we  may  fup- 
pofe  the  ftrangulation  of  the  hernia  to  have 
been.  From  thefe  figures,  it  is  plain,  that 
fnch  a  ftrangulation  would  ftill  leave  a 

F  2  pailage 


68  Medical  Gbfervations  and  Inquiries . 

paffage  for  the  contents  of  the  intejlinal 
tube 

*  The  figure  T.  was  fupplied  by  Dr.  Hunter,  as 
explanatory  to  figure  II.  the  doctor  being  defirous, 
that  all  pofiible  juftice  might  be  done  to  this  very  cu¬ 
rious  cafe. 


rxxxx-n 
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IX.  Cafe  of  a  preternatural  Fatnefs,  by  Dr. 
Wade,  Phyfcian  at  Lifbon.  Communicated 
by  Dr.  Morris.  Read  November  7,  1 76 3 . 

MR.  William  K — ke,  a  merchant  of 

__  _  this  place,  aged  ^2,  tall,  of  a  ftrong. 

make,  fhort-necked,  with  a  capacious  bread: 
and  a  prominent  belly,  broad -fhouldered, 
large  about  the  hips,  of  a  pallid  tallow- 
coloured  complexion,  gay  and  a&ive,  until 
thefe  feven  or  eight  years  pad,  that  he  gave 
himfelf  up  to  a  more  indolent  fedentary  life, 
caught  cold  the  beginning  of  June,  1762* 
by  walking  long  in  the  wind  and  fun,  thin¬ 
ly  clad,  and  fleeping  the  fame  day  without 
any  other  covering  than  his  fhirt.  The  fol¬ 
lowing  night  he  was  feized  with  a  vomit¬ 
ing,  and  in  draining  threw  up  fome  bloody 
for  fome  days  after  he  complained  of  a 
cough,  and  what  he  expectorated  was  bloody > 
for  which  he  was  twice  let  blood,  lofing 
each  time  about  ten  ounces.  Fie  then  went 
to  his  country- feat,  wdiere  he  ceafed  to  fpit 
blood,  or  any  thing  elfe,  but  grew  worfe 
of  his  cough,  and  was  troubled  with  a  moil 
difficult  breathing,  and  threatened  with  im- 

F  3  mediate 
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mediate  fuffocation,  whenever  he  ufed  the 
leaft  motion,  even  in  his  room,  or  turning 
in  his  bed.  At  this  time  the  whole  furface 
of  his  body,  excepting  the  whites  of  his  eyes, 
appeared  yellow,  and  an  cedematous  fwelling 
of  his  legs  came  on,  which  vanifhed,  after 
taking  a  vomit  and  a  purge  of  hi  era  pi  era,  by 
the  advice  of  a  furgeon  who  was  then  on  the 
fpot :  the  yellownefs  likewife  gradually  di- 
minifhed,  but  the  other  fymptoms  con¬ 
tinued  as  before.  After  fome  time  he  be¬ 
gan  to  pafs  better  nights,  recovered  his  ap¬ 
petite  a  little,  and  feemed  to  gather  flefh. 
He  came  to  town  the  beginning  of  Septem¬ 
ber  and  confulted  me.  I  found  him  with- 
out  any  appearance  of  wafting,  but  with 
his  eyes  funk,  his  lips  pale,  his  complexion 
of  a  mere  tallow-color  than  ufual,  with  a 
dry  cough,  and  a  difficult  refpiration,  when¬ 
ever  he  attempted  the  fmalleft  degree  of 
motion  :  his  pulfe  was  accelerated  only  in 
proportion  to  the  difficulty  of  refpiration, 
for  in  a  quiefeent  ft  ate  it  was  flow,  equal, 
and  without  the  leaft  intermiffion.  When 
he  was  lying  down  or  fitting  up,  he  breathed 
freely,  except  when  he  turned  or  changed 
.  :  his 
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his  fituation  ;  his  urine  in  quantity  and  qua- 
lity  was  perfect  as  in  health,  without  any 
thiril.  He  could  lie  in  his  bed  on  either  fide, 
or  on  his  back  equally  well,  after  he  was 
once  fettled  in  the  fituation,  and  the  ftate  of 
his  vifcera  was  found,  as  far  as  could  appear 
from  the  examination  of  fo  prominent  a  belly. 

Embarraffed  by  this  ftrange  confufion  of 
fymptoms,  I  propofed  to  myfelf  the  follow¬ 
ing  queries.  Is  this  a  diforder  of  the  bread: 
only  ?  The  yellow  tinge  of  his  fkin  forxie 
months  ago  gives  reafon  to  believe  not.  If 
it  be  in  the  organs  of  refpiration,  oppreffed 
or  confined,  is  it  from  a  vomica ,  or  an  hy¬ 
dropic  caufe  ?  If  the  firft,  (which  might 
well  be  the  confequence  of  a  great  check  of 
perfpiration  attended  with  the  throwing 
up  blood,)  how  is  it  fituated  fo  as  not  to 
affed:  refpiration  at  all  in  a :"quiefcent  hate, 
to  permit  the  work  of  nutrition  to  go 
on,  to  communicate  nothing  to  the  cir¬ 
culation,  to  leave  the  pulfe  undifturbed, 
and,  in  fine,  to  excite  neither  cough  or 
anxiety  in  certain  fituations  ?  If  the  cafe  be 
hydropic ,  why  is  he  fo  eafv  in  a  reclined  or 
horizontal  fituation,  to  fay  nothing  of  the 

F  4  natural 
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natural  condition  of  the  urinary  fecretion, 
and  the  conftant  firmnefs  and  regularity  of 
his  pulfe  ?  Why  is  his  countenance  fo 
altered  without  the  leaft  appearance  of 
wafting  ? 

Obfcure  as  the  cafe  was,  I  judged,  that 
the  moft  powerful  refol vents  were  in  gene¬ 
ral  indicated,  the  fquill ,  gum  ammoniac ,  ho¬ 
ney,  the  moft;  aromatic  and  penetrating  of 
the  pedloral  plants,  with  a  recommendation 
to  ride  continually,  and  to  return  to  Sintra, 
a  delightful  village,  between  four  and  five 
leagues  from  this  capital.  There  he  conti¬ 
nued  taking  the  above  remedies,  until  they 
at  lafl  difagreed  fo  much  with  his  ftomach 
and  bowels,  that  he  dropped  them,  and  in 
their  place  drank  largely  of  whey  medicated 
with  the  juices  of  the  la&efcent  cichorace- 
ous  plants.  Thefe  he  continued  fome  time, 
and  wrote  an  account  of  his  ftate  the  30th 
of  September,  from  which  are  extracted 
the  following  circumftances  in  his  own 
words.  “  Though  I  can  perform  reading 
<c  out  and  hallooing,  without  the  leaft:  im- 
€c  pediment  or  want  of  breath,  pleafe  to 
obferve,  that  I  can  only  do  it,  after  ha- 

<c  ving 
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cc  ving  fat  a  while  in  my  chair  5  for,  upon 
“  the  leaf!:  motion,  I  remain  intirely  breath- 
c‘  lefs,  becaufe  (here  begins  the  difficulty 
<c  of  explaining  the  matter  properly)  a  cer- 
<c  tain  fomewhat,  I  mu  ft  give  it  a  name 
le  right  or  wrong,  and  therefore  will  call 
“  it  a  Fume,  rifes  as  from  out  of  my  fto- 
u  mach,  feizes  my  throat  inftantly9  and  fo 
<c  intirely,  that  I  pant  for  want  of  breath, 
“  and  it  feels  hot  more  or  lefs,  according 

cc  to  the  excefs  of  my  motion. - My 

“  head  is  attacked,  not  only  with  a  giddi- 
nefs,  but  with  a  beating  in  my  tern- 
Ci  pies  and  in  the  ears,  where  it  caufes  a 
<c  noife  and  ringing  which  makes  me  almoft 
"  crazy.  This  ringing  and  beating  has, 
“  without  cealing,  continued  for  thefe  laffc 
<c  eight  days,  though  I  fit  in  my  chair,  or 
“  lie  in  my  bed;  and,  according  to  the  mo- 
‘c  tion  of  my  body,  it  beats  quicker  or  lefs 
“  fo,  but  is  always  beating.  —  Riding  apace 
<c  don’t  take  away  my  breath,  nor  fatigues 
<c  me  much,  but  turning  in  my  bed  makes 
i(  me  pant  for  two  or  three  minutes  at  leaft/, 
He  came  to  town  in  November,  com¬ 
plaining  no  longer  of  the  beating  and  ring- 


74  Medical  Obfervations  and  Inquiries. 

ingy  but  was  worfe  as  to  all  his  other  fymp- 
toms,  and  foon  after  began  to  complain  of 
a  difficulty  in  fwallowing,  which  daily  in- 
creafed,  and  was  attended  with  a  violent  dry 
cough,  and  conftant  vomiting  up  his  food. 

It  was  evident  from  the  whole  progrefs 
and  fucceffion  of  the  fymptoms,  that  they 
flowed  from  fome  obftruding  or  diftending 
caufe  within  the  breaft,  which  continually 
increafmg  compreffed  the  different  organs 
and  veffels  contained  in  that  cavity,  difturb- 
ed  their  fundions,  and  mu  ft  at  laft  deftroy 
them.  Here  Boerhaave’s  defcription  of  the 
Marquis  de  Saint  Auban’s  cafe  prefented  it- 
felf  where  death  followed  after  ten  months 
and  a  half,  languiftiing,  from  preternatural 
tumor,  or  mafs  of  fat  in  the  breaft  ;  but 
there  was  this  effential  difference  in  the  two 
cafes,  that  the  prefent  one  never  produced 
pain,  while  Boerhaave’s  cafe  was  one  con¬ 
tinual  fuffering  of  the  acuteft  tortures: 
yet  the  reading  over  again  that  accurate 
and  well  defcribed  hiftory,  wherein  the  great 
author  of  it  ingenuoufly  confeffes  his  abfo- 
lute  ignorance  of  the  caufe  before  the  dif- 
fedion,  confoled  me  not  a  little  under  my 

want 

*  See  Air o cis  rarijfmique  mo  rbi  hijiorict  altera . 
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want  of  penetration,  and  the  defpair  of  ex¬ 
tricating  myfelf  from  fuch  doubt  and  per¬ 
plexity.  It  furniflied  me  likewife  with  the 
hint,  “  Quoties  fymptomata  anomala  peni- 
cc  tus,  nulli  cognito  aptanda  morbo,  in  asgro- 
Xc  tante  apparent,  toties  cogitandum  efle 
<c  de  caufa  infolita  latente,  quse  evolvent! 
te  cafus  anatomicos  forte  turn  occurret,  vel 
cc  conjedturse  probabili  opportunitatem  prse- 
cc  bebit.”  Among  the  reft,  I  had  refcourfe 
to  Morgagni’s  collection  de  Jedibus  &  caufa 
morborum  per  anatomen  indagatis,  publifh- 
ed  at  Venice,  1761,  where  he  treats  in  his 
17th  letter  de  refpiratione  lafd  d  cordis ,  aut 
m agues  arteries  intra  thoracem  aneuryfmati - 
busy  and  continues  the  fame  fubjedt  in  the 
following  epiftle.  He  juftly  obferves,  that 
a  manifeft  pulfation  is  by  no  means  effen- 
tial  to  an  aneuryfm,  and  in  his  hiftories  and 
diffedtions,  befides  the  difficulty  of  breathing 
common  to  them  all,  mentions  fo  many  other 
appe  arances  fimifar  to  thofe  which  this  cafe 
prefented,  that  I  ftrongly  ftsfpedted  that  was 
the  caufe.  The  following  quotations  feeni- 
ed  to  juftify  the  fufpicion,  when  compared 
with  the  fymptoms  deferibed  above:  “  Pul- 

“  fus 
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“  fus  a  natarali  fuorum  motuum  lege  non 
“  declinat.”  Epift.  xviii.  8.  <c  Laboriose 
(c  refplravit  cum  tufti.”  Ib.  io.  <c  Citrinum 
cc  cutis  colorem  &  difficultatem  fpiran- 
<c  di  retinuit,  Haec  a  motu  ingravefcebat^ 
<£  non  fine  quodam  cordis  quafi  angore  in 
“  jugulo,  &  temporibus,  arterias  evidenter 
<c  faliebant.  Pulfus  .  .  nunquam  intermit- 
<c  tens,  nunquam  ina°qualis.  In  utrum  libe- 
ic  re,  cubabat  latus,  faepe  tuffiebat,  5c  ex- 
/I£  puebat  fed  pauca  5c  ferofa.”  Ib.  ij. 
<c  Tuffi  interdum,  6c  difficili  refpiratione, 
“  praefertim  poft  violentiorem  motum,  jam 
(c  diu  laboraverat . . .  fed  non  modo  a  vio- 
<c  lentiore,  ut  plerique  alii  aneuryfmate  la- 
cc  borantes,  fed  a  levi  quolibet  motu,  at- 
ic  queadeo  a  cibi  potufve  fumptione,  in  fuf- 
i£  focationis  periculum  incidebat.”  Ib.  25. 
<c  Senfus  aurx  cujufdam  ex  hypochondriis 
cc  ad  fauces  afcendentis.”  Epift.  xviii.  1 7,. 
18.  He  accounts  well  for  the  fymptoms 
not  being  conftantly  the  fame,  nor  conti¬ 
nual,  from  the  fituation  of  the  aneuryfm, 
with  refpedt  to  the  artery,  and  for  the  faint¬ 
ing  fits  which  patients  are  fubjedt  to,  and 
which  this  patient  had  frequently,  during  the 
latter  months  of  his  life.  Epift.  xvii.  27. 

But 


Medical  Obfervations  and  Inquiries .  77 

But  of  this  enough ;  and  the  fequel  will 
{hew  how  much  I  was  miftaken. 

He  died  May  the  15th,  1763,  about 
eleven  months  after  the  firft  attack,  and  for 
the  laft  fortnight  fuffered  great  anxieties, 
and  could  not  remain  a  quarter  of  an  hour 
in  one  fituation,  ffarting  up  continually  ;  his 
fwallowing  was  performed  with  the  utmoft 
difficulty,  and,  as  he  expreffed  it,  with  three 
or  four  efforts,  or  at  three  or  four  times, 
before  it  reached  his  ftomach,  yet  even  that 
fymptom  was  not  conftant.  He  vomited  up 
almoft  every  thing  he  took,  and  his  legs 
fwelled,  with  the  circum fiance,  for  a  day  or 
two,  of  the  moft  excruciating  pain  in  the 
calf  of  one  of  his  legs,  which  went  off  by 
reducing  the  tenfion  and  fwelling,  with  dif- 
cutient  ftupes  and  a  purge.  The  glands 
about  the  throat  fwelled,  and  he  difcharged 
faliva  confiderably,  for  a  few  days  before  his 
death. 

The  body  was  opened  the  day  following 
by  Mr.  Scrafton,  an  eminent  and  experi¬ 
enced  furgeon,  who  had  attended  the  pa¬ 
tient  with  me  all  along,  and  Mr.  Dufau, 
lecturer  of  anatomy,  and  furgeon  in  the 

Royal 
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Royal  Hbfpital.  Mr.  Hayes,  one  of  the 
furgeons  of  the  Britifh  Military  Hofpital, 
affifted.  | 

The  adipofe  membrane  on  the  breaft  and 
abdomen  was  confiderably  thick,  and  the  muf- 
cles,  particularly  the  pectoral  ones,  were 
much  wafted.  The  cartilages,  which  join  the  j 
ribs  to  the  Jlernum,  were  oftified,  and  even  by  ' 
faw  were  feparated  with  difficulty.  Upon  i 
raffing  the  / iermim ,  the  fpace  between  the 
two  laminae  of  the  mediajiinum  was  filled ! 
with  a  prodigious  quantity  of  fat.  ThS  j 
cavities  of  the  breaft,  being  opened,  fhewed  i 
a  fmall  quantity  of  water  in  each,  as  did 
the  pericardium  :  the  heart  was  buried  in  ; 
fat  5  from  the  bafis  to  the  laft  ramifications 
of  the  coronary  vefteis  it  was  exceffive, 
while  the  mufcular  fubftance  was  flaccid 
and  withered.  The  auricles  and  ventricles 
contained  feveral  concretions  of  a  flight  fi¬ 
brous  texture,  not  deferv'ing  the  name  of  a 
Polypus ,  and  were  probably  formed  in  the 
agony  of  death.  A  large  mafs  of  fat  filled 
the  upper  part  of  the  breaft,  where  the  thy- 
tnus  is  placed  in  young  fubjedts.  The  lungs . 
were  much  collapfed,  but  found  without 
any  adhefion.  The  abdomen  prefented  an 

amazing 
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amazing  colle&ion  of  a  fatty  fubftance,  not 
only  in  the  omentum ,  but  in  the  ?nefen- 
tery  and  mefoclon ,  where  not  a  veftige  ap¬ 
peared  of  blood-veftels,  glands,  &c.  which 
all  were  buried  in  a  prodigious  heap  of  fat. 
The  liver  was  large,  but  free  from  any  ma- 
nifeft  obftrudtion  ;  the  gall-bladder  turgid, 
and  the  reft  of  the  vifcera  found. 

Though  fuffocation  and  death  from  cor¬ 
pulency  be  not  uncommon,  I  have  no  where 
read  of  a  cafe,  where  the  internal  adeps  had 
acquired  fo  enormus  an  increafe,  without 
manifefting  it  by  a  great  external  corpulency, 
or  where  the  fymptoms  were  fo  Angular 
and  anomalous.  I  have  been  the  more  dif- 
fufe  in  relating  them,  as  they  may  ferve, 
on  another  occafion,  to  form  a  jufter  and 
more  precife  notion  of  the  caufe,  which, 
however  difficult  it  may  be  to  remove,  is 
more  within  the  reach  of  medicine  than 
an  aneuryftn,  a  polypus,  or  an  encyfted  tu¬ 
mor  :  for  here  the  fat  had  no  where  form¬ 
ed  a  preternatural  tumor,  or  changed  it’s 
conAftence  or  color,  but  was  accumu¬ 
lated  in  an  unufual  quantity,  wherever  it  is 
naturally  lodged  more  or  lefs  in  fubjedts 
well  conftituted  5  it  only  appeared  a  little 

lefs 
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lefs  folid,  and  with  a  tinge  fomewhat  yel¬ 
lower  than  it  is  in  it's  natural  condition. 

Nor  is  it  lefs  remarkable,  that  the  fymp- 
toms  here  came  on  at  once,  fuddenly  after 
taking  cold,  not  in  a  flow  imperceptible 
manner,  as  might  be  expected  from  the  gra¬ 
dual  increafe  of  fuch  a  caufe.  It  feemed,  as 
if  from  that  time  there  had  been  a  total  fuf-, 
penfion  of  the  circulation  of  the  fat,  or  that 
the  venal  veflels  defined  to  take  it  up  had 
ceafed  their  function,  while  the  arterial  vef- 
fels  continued  furnifhing  it  to  the  cellular 
fubftance,  in  the  fame  manner  as  dropfies  are 
caufed  from  want  of  abforntion.  Reafon  as 

x 

well  as  the  authority  of  the  beft  phyfiolo- 
gifls  confirm  this  circulation  ;  and,  as  the 
accumulation  was  only,  or  chiefly,  internal, 
may  it  not  be  fuppofed,  that,  by  the  con- 
ftridli'on  of  the  whole  habit  caufed  by  cold, 
the  adeps  firft  Aagnated  on  the  furface  of 
the  body,  where  from  the  ferous  veflels  it 
received  a  tinge  of  the  bilious  humor,  and 
occafioned  for  forme  days  an  i&eric  appear¬ 
ance,  while  the  conj undive  membrane  of 
the  eyes  remained  white  ?  “  Pinguedinem 
“  Valfalva  aptiffimam  omnium  credebat 
“  ad  croceum  colorem  trahendum,  ubi  fe- 
“  rum  fanguinis  paululuni  aiodo  flavefcat  ; 

<£  croceum 
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croceum  enimt  in  multis,  regiomorbo  non 
€£  affedtis,  deprehenderat,  8c  praefertim  in  tri- 
<c  bus  quos  eodem  ferme  diflecuit  tempore 
<c  nimirurrr  in  hydrocephalo,  in  vulnerato, 
“  8c  in  alio  quem  ardens  febris  confump- 
cc  ferat.  Morgagni  de  fedib.  &  cattf.  morbo- 
cc  rum  per  anatomen  indagl ’  Epid,  xxxvii. 
8.  From  the  greater  refi (lance  of  the  te¬ 
guments  ,  and  perhaps  from  the  nature  of 
the  adipofe  membrane  on  the  furface  of  the 
body,  the  conge  (lion  of  adeps  there  had  its 
limits,  and  was  thrown  on  the  internal  cel¬ 
lular  web,  where,  meeting  with  much  lefs 
relidance,  and  not  abforbed  or  taken  up, 
continually  increafed.  In  the  lower  cavity  it 
comprefied  the  ftomach,  and  hindered  the 
adtion  of  the  lungs  on  all  (ides,  and  in  the 
poderior  part  of  the  mediajlinum  it  fur- 
rounded  the  cefopkagus  from  the  pharynx  to 
its  paffage  out  of  the  bread,  and  thereby 
varioufly  affedled  deglutition.  The  bed  of 
adeps  under  the  upper  part  of  the  Jlernum 
was  fo  considerable,  that  this  alone  would 
have  been  Sufficient  to  obdrudt  many  of 
the  functions  of  that  cavity. 

In  this  manner,  we  may  account  for  mod 
of  the  Symptoms;  but  why,  under  Such  a 
Vol.  III.  G  confinement 
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confinement  and  comprefiion  of  the  imme¬ 
diate  organs  of  refpiration,  it  was  only  em- 
barraffed  by  the  mufeular  motion  of  the 
body,  and  that  in  the  moil  afflicting  manner, 
from  the  flighted:  of  motions,  fuch  as  turning 
in  bed,  I  am  at  a  lofs  to  explain  in  a  manner 
fatisfadory ;  and  the  more,  as  that,  on  the 
lail  days  of  his  life,  he  fcarce  mentioned 
or  complained  of  a  fhortnefs  of  breath.  He 
faid,  that  the  Aate  of  his  diforder  was 
changed,  and  that  he  believed,  if  he  could 
fwallow  more  freely,  and  keep  in  his  fto- 
mach  what  he  got  down,  that  he  fhould 
recover.  In  a  vomica ,  an  hydropic  collec¬ 
tion,  a  f chirr ous  or  Jleatomatous  tumor,  the 
fymptoms  are  more  conflant  from  the  in- 
compreffibility  of  the  humors ;  but,  per¬ 
haps,  a  half-fluid  fat,  confined  only  in  the 
compreffible  and  elaflic  cells,  which  are  its 
proper  feat,  may,  by  shifting  from  place  to 
place,  diforder  the  functions  varioufly  in  man¬ 
ner  and  duration  ;  and  may  not  this  diffe¬ 
rence  of  circumftances  be  a  help  to  difiin- 
guifh  that  caufe  from  fo  fnany  others,  which 
occafion  the  fame  fymptoms,  and  Air  up  the 
attention  of  the  phyfician  early  enough,  to 
attempt  the  cure  with  a  profpeCt  of  fuccefs  ? 

The 
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The  Egyptians  had  their  ars  pinguefacien- 
di ;  the  reverfe,  or  ars  attenuandi ,  would  here 
be  the  remedy,  and,  at  firft  fight,  feems  the 
eafiefl:  of  the  two ;  yet  daily  experience  evin¬ 
ces,  that  it  is  the  moft  difficult.  The  ufe  of 
vinegar  is  in  every  one’s  mouth  reprefented 
as  fit  for  that  purpofe ;  but  can  it  be  contin¬ 
ued  long  enough,  or  taken  in  a  quantity  fuf- 
ficient  to  anfwer  that  end,  without  affeding 
dangeroufly  the  ceconomy  ?  The  learned  and 
ingenious  Dr.  Fleming  recommends  foap, 
and  confirms  it  by  a  remarkable  example. 
It  feems  well  adapted  to  that  intention  by 
it’s  attenuating  virtue,  and  faculty  of  render¬ 
ing  greafy  fubftances  mifcible  with  water ; 
yet,  that  it  has  not  always  that  effed,  I  was 
not  long  ago  convinced  by  a  gentleman  here, 
who  took  feveral  drachms  of  it,  with  aqua 
calcis  daily,  for  many  months,  upon  a  fuf- 
picion  of  calculous  concretions.  He  was  ema¬ 
ciated  when  he  began  that  courfe,  but  grew 
fat  during  the  ufe  of  it,  more  than  he  had 
ever  been  before.  It  muft  indeed  be  acknow¬ 
ledged,  that  the  eafe,  and  at  laft,  the  intire 
freedom  from  pain,  which  he  obtained  by  it, 
with  the  addition  of  milk  to  the  aqua  calcis , 
might  more  than  counterbalance  the  ema- 
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dating  power  of  the  foap.  A  mercurial  fa- 
livation,  and  decoftions  of  guaiacum ,  with 
fweating,  are  very  efficacious  in  emptying 
the  cellular  membrane,  and  exhaufting  it  of 
all  it’s  oil  :  upon  this  principle,  the  great 
Boerhaave  explains  their  power,  in  tradlatu 
de  lue  aphrodifiaca . 

But  it  is  needlefs  to  enlarge  upon  this 
fubjedt ;  every  phyfician,  who  has  the  good 
fortune  to  difcover  early  this  caufe,  will 
eafily  recollect  all  that  has  been  propofed, 
to  prevent  and  reduce  corpulency.  With 
this  only  view  of  furnifhing  hints  for  the 
diagnoftic  of  fuch  cafes,  have  I  related  the 
cafe  fo  prolixly. 

The  following  words  of  Boerhaave,  in  his 
<c  morbi  at  rods  rarijjimique  hijl .  altera  ”, 
may  very  properly  form  the  conclufion  of 

this  paper. 

<c  Vides  novum  examplum  humanas  ca- 
€€  lamitatis!  ubi  infons,  blandus,  pinguis 
humor,  fold  copia  abundans,  in  loco  arc- 
tationis.  impatiente,  tarn  diros,  tarn  mi- 
cc  rabiles,  tarn  infanabiles,  morbos,  mor¬ 
tem  que  tandem  ipfam  produxit. 


&( 
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X.  A  Cafe  of  obftrucled  Deglutition ,  from  a 
preternatural  Dilatation  of  and  Bag 
formed  in  the  Pharynx ;  in  a  Letter  from 
Mr.  Ludlow,  Surgeon ,  at  Briftol,  to  Dr. 
William  Hunter.  Read  Aug.  27,  1764. 

S  I  R, 

The  following  cafe  appearing  to  me  ex¬ 
tremely  lingular,  I  am  induced  to  fend 
it  to  you,  that  if  approved  of,  it  may 
be  publilhed  in  the  next  volume  of  the 
London  Medical  Obfervations ,  &c. 

RD.  a  conliderable  diftiller  of  this  city, 

9  near  lixty  years  of  age,  and  to  the  laft 
degree  emaciated,  fome  time  in  June  laft 
applied  to  me  for  my  afliftance,  having  not 
been  able  to  pafs  any  manner  of  fuftenance 
into  his  ftomach  fince  the  morning  of  the 
preceding  day.  His  complaint  having  been 
for  a  very  conliderable  time  increafing,  and 
finding  him  reduced  to  the  laft  extremity, 

I  defired  an  immediate  confultation  with 
fome  other  gentlemen  of  the  faculty ; 
which  was  complied  with,  and  Mr.  Bar¬ 
ret  and  Mr.  Townfend  being  called  in, 

G  3  our 
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our  patient  gave  us  nearly  the  following 
account : 

That,  about  five  years  ago,  eating  fome 
large  white-heart  cherries,  one  of  the  ftones 
lodged  in  his  throat ;  and,  after  remaining 
there  three  days,  in  confequence  of  a  very 
violent  fit  of  coughing,  it  returned  :  during 
the  time  of  the  Hone’s  being  in  his  throat, 
the  inconvenience  was  not  fo  great  as  to  pre¬ 
vent  his  taking  his  common  meals,  though 
with  difficulty  ;  nor  did  he  apply  to  any 
furgeon  for  help,  being  rather  inclined  to 
think,  that  what  he  felt  did  not  arife  from 
the  ftone  being  in  his  throat,  but  from  it’s 
having  injured  that  part  as  it  pafled  on  to, 
the  ftomach :  after  the  return  of  the  cherry- 
ftone,  he  was  fenfible  of  a  confiderable  de¬ 
gree  of  forenefs  in  that  place,  where  it  had 
lodged,  which  continued  a  great  while;  and 
fome  time  after,  he  could  not  recoiled:  ex- 
adly  how  long,  but  it  mu  ft  have  been  at 
leaft  a  year,  he  obferved,  that,  an  hour,  and 
fometimes  two  or  more,  after  a  meal,  a  fmall 
part  of  what  he  had  laft  taken  down  return¬ 
ed  into  his  mouth,  not  altered  in  it's  tafte, 
and  without  any  ficknefs  preceding.  The 

quantity 
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quantity  of  food  returned  gradually  increafed, 
and  the  time  of  it’s  remaining  within  him  lef- 
fened,  fo  that  fometimes,  in  the  mid  ft  of  a 
meal,  fome  of  his  food  would  return  fo  fud- 
denly  as  almoft  to  ftrangle  him,  particularly 
when  drinking  ;  and  at  laft  he  could  not 
take  above  four  large  fpoonfuls  before  it  be¬ 
gan  to  return,  which  it  feemed  to  do  without 
any  part  going  into  the  ftomach,  and  this 
nearly  in  the  fame  manner  as  in  ruminating 
animals,  conftantly  without  pain  or  fick- 
nefs,  fometimes  with,  fometimes  without,  an 
erudtation.  That  no  part  of  his  food  did  at 
laft  pafs  into  his  ftomach,  he  was  convin¬ 
ced,  by  meafuring  the  quantity  of  what  he 
took  in,  and  of  what  he  returned,  whereby 
he  found,  that  the  latter  exceeded  the  former, 
as  much  as  might  be  reafonably  expedfed, 
from  the  addition  of  the  faliva . 

From  this  account  it  was  clear,  that,  the 
caufe  of  our  patient’s  complaint  was  not  in 
the  ftomach,  though  he  had  at  times  appre¬ 
hended,  this  to  be  the  cafe,  and  indeed,  had 
confulted  feveral  eminent  phyficians  hereon ; 
but  it  feemed  highly  probable,  that  the  feat 
of  the  difeafe  was  the  cefophagus ,  and,  from 
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comparing  every  circumflance,  we  were  in¬ 
clined  to  think,  that  it  was  a  [chirr ous  or 
firichire.  To  come  to  a  greater  degree  of 
certainty,  we  introduced  the  probang,  which 
we  could  pafs  no  farther  than  the  place, 
where  the  cefophagus  enters  the  cavity  of  the 
thorax .  Our  patient  then  attempted  to 
fwallow  a  fmall  bullet  ftrung  on  filk  ;  but 
this  alfo  lodged  in  the  fame  place:  after 
this,  we  ufed  whalebones  of  different  fizes, 
the  extremities  of  which  were  conical ,  and 
as  pointed  as  could  be  ufed  without  dan¬ 
ger  of  injuring  the  parts,  flexible  cathe¬ 
ters ,  and  even  the  fillet  of  a  catheter  but  all 
to  no  purpofe.  We  perceived,  exactly  at  one 
and  the  fame  point,  an  unfurmountable  re- 
fiftance :  laft  of  all,  we  recommended  the 
life  of  quickfilver  in  great  quantity,  and 
half  a  pound  was  fwallowed  at  once  ;  but 
it  pailed  not  into  the  flomach,  though  it 
remained  in  our  patient  ’till  he  died,  which 
was  on  the  thirteenth  day  from  our  firif  at¬ 
tendance.  During  all  this  time,  he  was  fup- 
ported  by  glyfters  made  of  rich  broth,  drawn 
from  the  lean  of  mutton,  of  which  he  had 
three  quarters  of  a  pint  thrown  up  every 

fix 
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fix  hours;  and,  not  with  (landing  the  quan¬ 
tity  in  the  whole  amounted  to  four  gallons 
and  half  at  lead,  he  had  but  one  dool. 
This  method  relieved  the  violent  pains  and 
contortions  of  the  bowels,  which  our  patient 
began  to  feel,  and,  in  all  probability,  was 
the  caufe  of  his  retaining  his  fenfes,  and  en¬ 
joying  almod  a  perfect  eafe  to  the  lad.  Every 
time  that  a  glyder  was  given  him,  it  afford¬ 
ed  him  fpirits ;  and,  there  is  no  doubt,  but  that 
a  very  confiderable  quantity  of  the  broth 
mud  have  been  received  into  the  blood,  as 
he  had  all  along  a  condant  and  plentiful  fe- 
cretion  of  urine,  and  as  his  intedines  ap¬ 
peared,  when  he  was  opened,  not  to  con¬ 
tain  one  half  of  what  had  been  thrown  up* 
The  day  after  our  patient’s  death,  having 
received  indrudtions  from  his  (on,  I  opened 
him  in  the  prefence  of  Dr.  Lyne  and  Mr. 
Townfend.  I  began  the  opening  as  high  as 
the  fuperior  part  of  the  thyroid  cartilage , 
and  thence  continued  it  in  the  ufual  man¬ 
ner,  fo  as  to  expofe  the  contents  of  the  tho¬ 
rax  and  abdomen ;  then  dividing  the  afpera 
arteria  and  the  larger  blood-veffels,  I  re¬ 
moved  both  the  heart  and  lungs,  and  iim- 

mediately 


90  Medical  Obfervations  and  Inquiries . 

mediately  thereon  we  obferved  a  confidera- 
ble  mufcuiar  bag  pafling  down  between  the 
cefophagus  and  vertebrae.  The  inferior  point 
of  this  bag  reached  forne  little  way  into  the 
cavity  of  the  thorax ,  hanging  quite  loofe 
and  detached,  and  principally  fituatad  on 
the  right  fide :  as  foon  as  we  difcovered  it, 
and  the  quickfilver  our  patient  had  fwal- 
lowed  to  be  in  it,  we  introduced  a  pro¬ 
bang,  which  paffed  readily  to  the  bottom 
of  it,  where  we  found  juft  the  fame  refift- 
ance  as  in  our  patient's  life-time.  "We  then 
withdrew  the  probang,  and  attempted  fe- 
veral  times  to  pafs  down  the  cefophagus , 
but  did  not  fucceed  kill  I  gave  the  point  of 
it  a  turn  forward  with  my  finger,  and  then 
it  readily  paffed  into  the  cefophagus ,  and  fo 
on  without  interruption  to  the  ftomach. 
This  appearance  being  fo  fingular,  we  care¬ 
fully  differed,  and  cut  the  bag,  together  with 
the  larynx ,  pharynx ,  and  cefophagus  ;  and  on 
the  ciofeft  examination  it  was  clear,  that  this 
bag  was  formed  by  a  dilatation  of  the  intire 
fubftance  of  the  pofterior  part  of  the'^z- 
rynx  -y  the  uniformity  and  thicknefs  of  both 
being  fo  exadl,  that  it  was  impoffible  to  as¬ 
certain 
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certain  at  what  particular  point  the  dilata¬ 
tion  firfl  began.  This  uniformity  and  every 
other  material  circumftance  will  be  per¬ 
fectly  underftood  by  the  figures  annexed 
in  plate  V.  The  cejophagus  in  all  that  part, 
which  was  in  contaCt  with  the  bag,  was  be¬ 
come  confiderabiy  thinner,  and  much  re¬ 
duced  in  it’s  fubftance,  and  the  paffage  into 
it  from  th q  pharynx  wrinkled  and  contrac¬ 
ted  ;  but  this  mail:  have  been  more  or  lefs 
fo,  according  as  the  bag  was  more  or  lefs 
heavy  from  it’s  contents ;  however,  as  I  be¬ 
fore  obferved,  it  admitted  a  common  pro¬ 
bang,  when  properly  direCted.  I  will  not 
take  up  your  time  by  a  longer  defcription, 
but  refer  you  to  the  figures  annexed,  which 
I  imagine  will  convey  a  very  fufiicient  idea 
of  the  cafe.  Permit  me  however,  to  offer 
my  fentiments  as  to  the  caufe  of  the  for¬ 
mation  of  this  bag,  how  this  could  pro¬ 
duce  an  intire  obftruCHon,  and  what  mea-' 
fares  in  any  fimilar  cafe  might  be  followed 
with  advantage. 

To  account  for  the  formation  of  this  bag, 
there  feems  to  me  no  other  way,  but  afcrib- 
ing  it  to  the  accident  of  the  cherry-flone ; 

— '  0 
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our  patient  never  recolle&ing  to  have  had 
any  complaint  in  his  throat  before  that 
time.  As  this  hone  lodged  fo  long  as  three 
days,  it  is  highly  probable,  that  it  muff 
have  been  forced  in,  between  fome  of  thofe 
irregular  loofe  folds,  which  abound  in  the 
lower  part  of  the  pharynx  j  and  as  our  pa¬ 
tient,  during  that  time,  eat  his  meals  as  ufual, 
the  hone,  being  forced  on  by  the  aliment  in 
the  adt  of  deglutition,  might  create  a  ca¬ 
vity  at  leaft  equal  to  it’s  own  fize,  and  per¬ 
haps  even  larger,  from  the  addition  of  feme 
of  the  aliment.  It  is  very  reafonable  to 
fuppofe,  that  there  muft  have  been  fome 
cavity  created,  in  this  manner,  that  this 
cavity  extended  downwards  according  to  the 
length  of  the  pharynx,  and,  was  thereby  lia¬ 
ble  not  only  to  receive,  but  to  contain,  a  part 
of  whatever  pafled  that  way  :  confequent^ 
when  the  done  was  returned,  the  cavity 
was  filled  by  the  fir fb  thing  that  was  taken  ; 
and  afterwards  a  part  of  any  food  at- 
ten  pted  to  be  fwallcwed  muft  have  enter¬ 
ed  into  it,  and  thus  have  increafed  it’s  fize. 
At  firft  it’s  enlargement  muft  have  been  very 
gradual  and  almoft  infenfible,  and  hence  it 

was 
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was  that  our  patient,  for  fo  long  a  fpace  of 
time,  did  not  obferve  any  efifedt  from  it,  viz. 
the  return  of  his  food  ;  but  afterwards  it’s 
progrefs  became  more  fenfible,  and  was 
fafter  in  proportion,  as  the  bag  was  enlarged, 
and  thereby  admitted  a  greater  weight  to 
ftretch  itfelf.  To  this  confideration  of  the 
weight  of  the  aliment,  if  we  add  that  of  the 
power ,  with  which,  by  every  adt  of  degluti¬ 
tion,  it  mull;  have  been  forced  into  this  ca¬ 
vity,  and  alfo  the  loofe  and  yielding  tex¬ 
ture  of  the  pharynx ,  it  cannot  appear  ftrange 
that  the  dilatation  was  fo  great,  or  that  this 
bag  fhould  have  arrived  to  the  dze  here  re- 
prefented.  But  how  could  this  bag  caufe  a 
total  obftrudlion  of  all  food  paffing  to  the  (lo¬ 
rn  ach,  when  there  was  a  paffage  remaining 
from  the  pharynx  to  the  cefophagus  t  In  order 
to  folve  this  queflion,  I  will  condder  the  fi- 
tuation  of  the  bag,  and  the  effedts,  which, 
when  filled,  it  mud;  neceflarily  produce  on 
the  cefophagus .  The  bag,  I  have  already  ob- 
ferved,  was  fituated  between  the  cefophagus 
and  the  vertebrae  3  and  thus,  as  it  were, 
pufhing  the  cefophagus  out  of  it’s  natural 
line  of  diredtion  forwards,  again  ft  the  pofte- 

rior 
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rior  part  of  the  larynx  and  trachea ,  it  took 
up  that  very  place,  which  the  cefophagus  for¬ 
merly  poflefled.  To  this  advantage  of  fitua- 
tion,  let  us  add  the  much  greater  capacity 
and  regularity  of  the  entrance  to  this  bag 
than  of  that  to  the  cefophagus ,  and  it  will 
appear  next  to  impoflible,  that  any  thing 
fhould  pafs  into  the  cefophagus  before  the 
bag  was  full.  When  it  was  fo,  and  particu¬ 
larly  with  the  fluid,  on  the  addition  of  more, 
if  might  be  expedted  that  it  would  have  over¬ 
flowed,  and  then  fome  part  of  the  food  have 
gone  down  the  cefophagus .  But  that  this 
was  not  the  cafe,  the  experiments  our  patient 
repeatedly  made  fufficiently  proved  ;  and  I 
imagine,  for  thefe  reafons.  When  the  bag 
was  filled,  it  occupied  a  much  greater  fpace 
than  the  pharynx  and  cefophagus  in  their  na¬ 
tural  ftate;  confequently,  as  the  evertebrcey 
which  were  behind  the  bag,  would  not  give 
way,  the  cefophagus  muft  have  been  pref- 
fed  with  confiderable  force  againft  the  pof- 
terior  part  of  the  larynx  and  trachea ;  and 
thereby  it  muff  have  been  flattened,  and  it’s 
fides  and  internal  furfaces  clofely  compref- 
(ed.  Befides,  when  the  bag  was  full,,  it 

mu  ft. 
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mu  ft,  by  the  weight  of  it’s  contents,  have 
dragged  downwards  the  pofterior  part  of 
the  aperture,  or  entrance  remaining  to  the 
cejophagus ,  and  thus  neceflarily  clofed  it, 
as  may  be  conceived  by  attending  to  fig.  III. 
It  is  to  be  confidered  alfo,  that,  when  the 
bag  was  full,  it  was  immediately  irritated, 
probably  by  the  weight  of  it’s  contents ; 
and,  as  the  bag  was  nothing  more  than  a 
perfect  continuation  of  the  coats  of  the  pha - 
rynx9  this  irritation  would  be  inftantly  com¬ 
municated  upwards,  and  the  whole  con¬ 
tents  of  the  bag  evacuated,  as  was  before 
defcribed.  What  feems  moft  ftrange  to  me 
is,  that,  in  the  many  attemps  made  with 
fuch  variety  of  inftruments,  not  one  of  them 
{hould  have  chanced  to  enter  the  paffage 
into  the  cefophagus,  particularly,  as  thefe 
attempts  were  made  at  a  time  when  the  bag 
was  empty,  and  confequently,  for  the  reafon 
above  given,  when  the  aperture  to  the  cefo- 
phagus  was  moft  confiderable.  Indeed,  after 
our  patient  had  fwallowed  fuch  a  weight  of 
quickfilver,  it  is  not  at  all  furprifing ;  for, 
doubtlefs,  as  the  cafe  was,  nothing  more  pre¬ 
judicial  could  have  been  ordered.  The  laft 

time 
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time  we  made  an  attempt  to  pals  a  cathe¬ 
ter,  we  were  provided  with  a  fyringe  and 
apparatus,  for  injecting  forne  mutton  broth 
into  the  Womach ;  but  we  were  not  fo  hap¬ 
py  as  to  fucceed.  However,  I  am  naturally 
led  to  obferve,  that  this  method,  in  a  paral¬ 
lel  cafe  might,  in  all  probability,  preferve 
life,  even  for  a  feries  of  years  ;  for,  if  practi¬ 
cable  once,  (and  of  that  there  is  to  me  no 
doubt,)  it  would  be  always  fo.  Now,  as  by 
this  method,  the  aliment  would  never  be 
forced  into  the  bag,  it  could  not  be  Wretch¬ 
ed,  but  by  a  defcent  of  the  mucus  and  faliva 
into  it  5  and  of  this  the  greater  part,  by 
proper  care  in  the  patient,  might  be  dif- 
charged  by  the  mouth  ;  it  could  therefore 
have  very  little  tendency  to  enlarge  the 
bag.  How  far  it  is  poffible,  that  the  bag, 
remaining  empty,  might  contrad  itfelf, 
or  it’s  internal  furfaces  collapfing  might 
unite,  or  with  what  degree  of  fafety  and 
advantage  medicines  might  be  ufed,  by  in¬ 
jection,  in  cafes  of  this  kind,  I  will  not  take 
upon  me  to  fay,  but  mud  leave  that  to  be 
determined  by  the  perfon,  to  whom  fuch  a 
cafe  may  prefent  itfelf  5  happy,  if,  by  thefe 

hints 
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hints  I  fhall  be  the  means  of  preferving  the 
life  even  of  one  individual.  Many  inftances 
there  have  been  of  perfons  dying  under  com¬ 
plaints  of  the  cefophagus  $  fome  of  the  pati¬ 
ents  have  been  opened,  and  the  caufe  of  their 
death  recorded  to  have  been  a f chirr  us,  a  rup¬ 
ture,  &c.  many  have  not  been  opened,  and 
who  knows  but,  amongft  thefe,  an  inftance 
of  this  kind  would  have  been  found  5  nay,  is 
it  not  probable,  that  there  may  have  been 
more  than  one  ?  The  caufe  of  the  accident 
here  related  was  in  itfelf  very  trifling,  yet,  I 
cannot  but  think  it  a  very  probable  one :  great¬ 
er  injuries  muft  have  been  offered  to  the  cefo¬ 
phagus  and  pharynx ,  and  greater  beginnings 
made  towards  a  cavity,  by  bones,  and  other 
hard  fubftances,  than  this  cherry-ftone  could 
effed  5  why  then  may  not  fuch  cafes  have 
happened  ?  And  why  not  happen  again  ? 
Had  a  parallel  cafe  ever  occurred  to  us,  we 
fhould  not  have  fat  down  fo  eafily  under  an 
aflurance  of  a  f chirr  us  or  ftriSture  ;  the  cir- 
cumftance  of  our  patient’s  difcharging  his 
food  with  an  erudation,  might  have  led  us 
to  a  fufpicion  of  the  real  caufe.  For  want  of 
this,  and  as  fo  fubtile  a  fluid  as  mercury  did 

Vol.  III.  H  not 
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not  pafs,  we  concluded,  that  this  erudi¬ 
tion  did  not  proceed  from  air  in  the  fto- 
mach,  but  from  air  rarefied  in  the  cefopha - 
gusy  above  the  fuppofed  fcbirrus  or  JlriBure* 
Indeed,  had  we  known  our  patient’s  cafe, 
when  we  fir  ft  faw  him,  he  was  too  far  gone 
to  exped  relief,  being  reduced  to  the  laft 
degree.  He  laboured  under  a  jijlula  in  ano , 
and  a  continual  heffiic  fever,  and  the  ftate 
of  his  lungs  was  very  remarkable,  abound¬ 
ing  with  ftony  concretions.  One  of  thefe 
I  preferved,  which  weighed  almoft  a  quar¬ 
ter  of  an  ounce,  and  was  fituated  in  that 
part  of  the  lungs,  with  which  the  bag  was 
in  contact,  fo  that,  had  every  fcheme,  with 
refped  to  the  difeafed  pharynx ,  fucceed- 
ed,  our  labour,  in  all  probability,  had  been 
in  vain,  and  our  patient  muft  have  fallen. 
Of  this  he  himfelf  feemed  very  fenfible,  yet 
he  willingly  fubmitted  to  the  trial  of  every 
thing  propofed ;  and,  that  he  might  be  as 
ufeful  to  the  world  after  death  as  poflible,  he 
defired  that  he  might  be  opened,  and,  if  any 
thing  extraordinary  occurred,  that  it  might 
be  publifhed.  In  order  to  have  this  done 
in  an  exact  manner,  his  fon  gave  me  the 
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liberty  of  preferving  the  difeafed  parts, 
from  which  the  figures  I  have  given  are 
taken. 

Briftol,  I  am,  S  I  R, 

Sept.  9,  (  , 

*764*  Your  very  humble  Servant, 

ABR.  LUDLOW. 

Explanation  of  the  Figures  in  Plate  V. 

N.  B.  They  are  drawn  to  a  fcale  of  a 
little  more  than  half  the  natural  fize.  The 
firft  figure  reprefents  thofe  parts  only,  which 
were  taken  out  of  the  body  '  but  the  upper 
part  of  the  fecond  and  third  figures  were 
added  to  the  difeafed  parts,  from  a  fubjedl 
prepared  on  purpofe,  that  the  circumftances 
of  the  difeafed  part  might  be  more  clearly 
under  flood. 

Fig.  I.  A  fide-view  of  the  parts. 

❖ 

A  The  os  hyoides . 

B  The  pomum  Adami . 

C  The  right  fide  of  the  thyroide  cartilage^" 
partly  covered  by  the  hyo-thyroidaus  mufcle, 

H  2  D  The 
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D  The  crico-  thyroidceus ,  covering  the  lateral 
part  of  the  crlcoide  cartilage. 

E  The  trachcea  arteria ,  beginning  at  the 
lower  part  of  the  larynx . 

F  That  part  of  the  pharynx  which  is  fitu- 
ated  direftly  behind  the  larynx . 

G  The  cefophagus. 

H  The  preternatural  bag. 

Fig.  IL  A  back  view  of  the  parts  from  the 
fkull  downwards. 

A  A  The  ftyloide  procefles. 

B  B  The  fylo-pharyngeei  mufcles. 

CC  The  pofterior  edges  of  the  thyroide 
cartilage,  which  point  out  the  fituation 
of  the  larynx . 

D  The  cefophagus . 

E  The  upper  part  of  the  pharynx . 

F  The  lower  part  of  the  pharynx ,  or  that 
which  is  fituated  immediately  behind  the 
larynx . 

G  The  praeter natural  bag,  evidently  a  con¬ 
tinuation  and  dilatation  of  the  lower  part 
of  the  pharynx. 


Fig.  Ill 
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Fig.  III.  The  fame  view  as  in  Fig.  II.  with 
the  pharynx  and  upper  part  of  the  pre¬ 
ternatural  bag  laid  open  behind,  by  a 
longitudinal  incifion,  to  fhew  the  follow¬ 
ing  internal  parts. 

A  The  upper  or  pofterior  furface  of  the 
palatum  molle ,  over  which  are  faintly  feen 
the  pofterior  noftrils,  divided  by  the  fep - 
turn  narium.  From  the  middle  of  the  pa~ 
latum  molle  is  feen  the  uvula  hanging 
down  in  th z fauces,  on  each  fide  of  which 
may  be  obferved  the  paflage  from  the 
mouth. 

r  '- 

B  The  root  of  the  tongue. 

C  The  aperture  of  the  larynx . 

D  The  narrow  valvular-like  aperture  of 
the  cefophagusy  fituated  at  the  anterior 
part  of  the  preternatural  bag. 
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XI.  A  Letter  from  Dr .  Dickfon,  Phyfcian 
to  the  London  Hofpital ,  to  the  Members 
of  the  Medical  Society  ;  containing ,  a  Sup¬ 
plement  to  his  Memoir  on  the  life  of  Blif- 
ters  applied  to  the  region  of  the  ©5  facrum, 
in  Cafes  of  Incontinence  of  Urine .  Read 
March  ii,  1765, 

Gent  l  eme;n, 

SINCE  the  publication  of  our  laft  vo¬ 
lume  I  have  had  feveral  inftances  of 
the  cure  of  an  incontinence  of  urine  by  the 
application  of  a  blifter,  to  the  region  of  the 
os  facrum  ;  but  as  I  have  likewife  met 

with 

•  See  Art.  XXVII. 

f  The  following  cafe  may,  perhaps,  be  worth  men¬ 
tioning.  A  gentleman,  who  had  been  under  the  care 
of  feveral  people,  for  an  obftinate  venereal  complaint, 
which  ended  in  a  gleet,  was  feized  with  an  inconti¬ 
nence  of  urine.  A  great  quantity  of  mucus  was  dif« 
charged  with  his  urine,  which  was  conftantly  drib¬ 
bling  from  him.  Mr.  Thomfon,  furgeon  to  the  Lon¬ 
don  Hofpital,  who  then  attended  him,  called  me  in, 
and  I  prefcribed  a  blifler  to  the  region  of  the  os  facrum , 
and  to  take  the  bark  in  fubftance  very  freely.  Before 
the  blifter  was  removed,  his  incontinence  of  urine  and 

th@ 
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with  fome  cafes,  when  it  was  of  no  man¬ 
ner  of  ufe,  I  think  it  my  duty  to  acquaint 
you  with  it.  The  firffc  time  this  method 
failed  was  in  a  woman,  who  had  laboured 
under  an  incontinence  of  urine  for  feven 
months,  and  where  a  very  large  blifter  was 
twice  applied  without  the  fmalleft  benefit. 
As  in  the  hiftory  of  her  difeafe  die  had  told 
me,  that  it  came  upon  her  eleven  days  af¬ 
ter  a  tedious  hard  labour  of  a  large  child, 
and  no  good  had  accrued  from  the  blifters, 
I  fufpedted  there  might  be  an  injury  of  the 
bladder,  by  which  the  urine  was  conveyed 
into  the  vagina.  And,  on  examination, 
this  proved  to  be  the  cafe,  for  there  was  a 
pretty  large  hole  in  the  bladder,  and  the 
meatus  urinarius  was  become  fo  much  con¬ 
tracted,  that  with  great  difficulty  a  fmali 
catheter  was  introduced.  A  like  cafe  fell 
under  the  care  of  our  late  worthy  member 
Dr.  Pate,  phyfician  to  St.  Bartholomew's 
Hofpital,  by  whofe  death  the  Medical  So - 

H  4  ciety 

the  gleet  too  ceafed  ;  but  the  next  day  two  bubo's  in 
the  groin  appeared,  which  Toon  went  away  without 
any  applications  to  them,  and  neither  the  incontinence 
of  urine,  under  which  he  had  laboured  for  a  confide- 
rable  time,  nor  the  gleet  returned. 
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defy  has  fuftained  an  exceeding  great  lofs. 
But  it  would  be  needlefs  to  give  more  in- 
ftances  of  an  incontinence  of  urine  arifmg 
from  a  perforation  of  the  bladder,  as  the 
cafe  frequently  occurs  in  women.  Frid. 
Hoffman  has  collefted  feveral.  See  his 
JjijJert .  de  Incontinentia  urince  ex  partu  dif- 
jiciii .  1  am  of  opinion,  that,  whenever 

this  difeafe  happens  in  a  week  or  two  after 
delivery,  it  is  owing  to  a  preceding  gan¬ 
grene  or  abfcefs,  and  therefore,  as  no  bene¬ 
fit  can  arile  from  blifters  in  fuch  a  cafe,  the 
poor  patient  ought  to  be  faved  from  the 
pain  of  them.  This  fpecies  of  the  difeafe 
can  be  only  cured  by  mechanical  or  chi- 
rurgical  means,  and,  as  it  certainly  occurs 
more  frequently  than  is  commonly  thought, 
I  heartily  wifh  more  attempts  may  be  made 
towards  difcovering  a  method  for  the  re¬ 
moval  of  it.  Hoffman’s  differtation  already 
quoted  is  worth  confulting  for  this  pur- 
pofe,  though  the  reader  will  be  much  mor¬ 
tified  to  fee  the  regard  paid  by  this  great  wri¬ 
ter  to  a  rediculous  amulet,  recommended  by 
Henricus  ab  Heer.  Bliflers,  in  the  way 
I  ufe  them,  are  only  to  be  applied  in  para- 
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lytic  affedtions  of  the  bladder.  I  fend  this 
letter  as  a  neceffary  fupplement  to  my  for¬ 
mer  paper,  and  am, 

Dyer’s-Court,  Gentlemen, 

Aldermanbury, 

March  4, 1765.  Your  mod  humble  fervant, 

THO.  DICKSON. 


m  *  *  m  *  *  # 
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XIL  An  Aneuryfm  in  the  Thigh  perfectly 
cured  by  the  Operation ,  and  the  Ufe  of 
the  Limb  preferved ;  communicated  by 
Mr .  Burchall,  Surgeon  of  Manchester, 
to  Dr.  Hunter.  Read  April  22,  1765, 

ISAAC  ASHTON,  of  Rowland,  in 
A  Derbyshire,  a  flout  healthy  man,  twen¬ 
ty-five  years  of  age,  was  admitted  a  patient 
under  my  care  into  the  Manchefter  Infirma¬ 
ry,  on  the  28th  of  February,  1757,  for  an 
aneuryfm  of  the  femoral  artery,  occafioned, 
a  little  more  than  three  months  before,  by 
the  following  accident :  fitting  with  his  wife, 
he  unluckily  took  up  a  pair  of  Sharp- point¬ 
ed  fciffars,  and,  attempting  to  cut  a  flaw,  or 
what  the  good  women  here  call  the  Step¬ 
mothers  blefling,  from  the  root  of  the  nail 
of  one  of  his  fingers,  he  dropped  the 
fcifiars,  and,  Suddenly  clapping  his  knees 
together,  to  prevent  the  fciflars  falling  to 
the  ground,  forced  the  point  into  his 
thigh,  and  wounded  the  artery.  A  fmall 
quantity  of  blood  inftantly  fpurted  out 
from  the  punctured  veflel ;  the  bleeding 

was 
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was  foon  Hopped,  and  the  external  wound 
healed  up  in  a  day  or  two ;  after  which, 
a  fmall  tumor  formed  in  the  thigh,  which 
growing  gradually  larger,  and  fomewhat 
painful,  Mr.  Barker,  of  Bakewell,  a  fur- 
geon  of  eminence,  was  fent  for,  who, 
having  tried  various  remedies  to  no  pur- 
pofe,  and  finding  the  tumor  ftill  growing 
confiderably  larger  and  more  painful,  di¬ 
rected  him  to  take  the  advife  and  afliflance 
of  the  furgeons  at  Manchefter.  From  this 
account  of  his  own  cafe,  and  from  exami¬ 
ning  the  tumor,  I  immediately  concluded 
it  to  be  an  aneuryfm>  and,  on  the  4th  of 
March  following,  I  performed  the  opera¬ 
tion.  After  having  fecured  the  crural  artery 
above,  by  the  tourniquet ,  I  made  an  inci- 
fion  the  whole  length  of  the  tumor,  at 
leaft  feven  inches $  and,  having  cleared  away 
the  grumous  clots  of  blood  to  the  quan¬ 
tity  of  a  pound  or  mqre,  I  ordered  the  tour¬ 
niquet  to  be  flackened,  on  which  the  blood 
immediately  gulhed  out  of  the  pun&ured 
veffel,  with  great  impetuofity,  and  plainly 
difcovered  from  whence  it  came.  I  in- 
ftantly  directed  the  tourniquet  to  he  made 
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tight  3  then  foaked  up  the  remaining  part 
of  the  blood  from  the  denuded  artery, 
with  a  fpunge  dipped  in  warm  water,  which 
laid  in  view  the  pun&ure,  about  as  large  in 
diameter,  as  would  admit  of  a  crow’s 
quill.  I  then  palled  a  needle  threaded, 
about  half  an  inch  above,  and  again  below 
the  orifice  of  the  wounded  artery,  and 
fecured  both  parts  of  the  veffei  by  ligature, 
without  dividing  the  artery,  I  filled  the 
wound  with  lint,  and  covered  it  with  large 
pledgets*  fpread  with  yellow  befilicon,  and 
a  gentle,  eafy  bandage  over  all.  March 
the  6th,  a  flight  haemorrhage  enfued,  which 
obliged  me  to  take  off  the  drelfings.  I 
perceived  that  the  upper  ligature  was  too 
flack  ;  I  therefore  palled  the  threaded 
needle  as  before,  a  little  higher  than  the 
firft,  and  included  a  fmall  bit  of  plalter, 
rolled  up  as  a  comprefs,  within  the  liga¬ 
ture,  for  fear  of  cutting  the  artery ;  and,  by 
way  of  farther  fecurity,  did  the  fame  below, 
and  dreffed  all  up  as  before.  Not  the  leaf!: 
haemorrhage  appeared  afterwards,  the  wound 
digefted  very  well,  the  injured  part  of  the  ar¬ 
tery  floughed  off  with  the  ligature  in  a  Ihort 

time 


Medical  Obfervations  and  Inquiries ]  1 09 

time ;  the  external  wound  was  healed  up  in 
fix  weeks,  and  the  patient  difcharged  per¬ 
fectly  cured  on  the  17th  of  April  following*. 

Manchjleu  JAMES  BURCHALL* 
Feb.  1,  1765.  Surgeon. 

*  For  the  fatisfa&ion  of  the  public  it  is  thought 
proper  to  fubjoin  an  abftraft  from  the  minutes  of  the 
Medical  Society.  u  January  13,  '1766.  Dr  Hun- 
“  ter  favoured  the  Society  with  the  fight  of  Ifaac 
“  Afhton  of  Derbyftiire,  now  in  London,  who  had 
<6  an  aneuryfm  in  his  thigh,  and  recovered  the  ufe 
i(  of  his  limb,  after  the  operation.  From  the  ap~ 
46  pearance  and  the  fituatioii  of  the  cicatrix,  and 
tc  of  the  varicofe ,  fuperficial  veins  in  that  limb,  as 
iC  well  as  from  the  account  the  patient  himfelf 
**  gave  of  the  fymptoms,  particularly  of  the  coldr 
44  nefs  of  the  limb,  for  fome  time  after  the  operation, 
44  the  Society  had  no  doubt,  that  the  great  artery  itfelf 
44  had  been  tyed,  and  that  the  vein,  which  attends 
44  it,  had  probably  been  included  in  the  ligature,  not- 
44  withftanding  all  which,  they  had  the  pleafure  of 
44  feeing  that  he  walked  well,  and  that  the  limb  was 
44  nearly  as  ftrong  and  ferviceable  as  the  other, 
44  which  confirmed  them  in  their  opinion,  that  th« 
44  publication  of  this  cafe  would  be  ufeful. 


XIII.  The 
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XIII.  "The  Cafe  of  an  Aneuryfmal  Varix* 
related  and  defcribed  in  two  Letters  from 
George  Cieghorn,  M.  D.  f  LeBurer  of 
Anatomy ,  in  Dublin,  to  Dr.  William 
Hunter.  Read  April  22*  and  Nov.  4. 
1765. 


Dust  in,  April  3,  1765. 

Dear  Sir , 

I  FEEL  a  fenfible  pleafure  in  fending  you 
the  following  inftance  of  a  communica¬ 
tion,  remaining  between  the  vein  and  artery^ 
after  bleeding  in  the  arm :  a  cafe,  which,  I  am 
apt  to  believe,  muft  have  often  happened^ 
though  it  efcaped,  for  ages,  the  obfervation 
of  furgeons,  who  probably  miftook  it  for 
a  common  aneuryfm ,  to  the  great,  misfor¬ 
tune  of  fome  of  their  patients.  I  congratu¬ 
late  you  on  being  the  firft,  who  difcovered 
the  diftinguifhing  charadteriftics  of  the  two 
difeafes,  and  explained  them  fo  clearly,  as 
to  prevent  hereafter  the  hazard  of  fuch 
miffakes.  To  compleat  this  ufeful  improve¬ 
ment  in  the  art  of  furgery,  it  were  to  be 
wifhed,  that  you  would  contrive  fome  pe¬ 
culiar 
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Culiar  name  for  cafes  like  the  following; 
and,  if  a  fhorter,  or  more  expreffive  term 
cannot  be  found,  let  it  be  called  an  aneu - 
ryfmal  varix. 

Chriftpoher  Brady,  a  country  lad,  now 
in  the  feventeenth  year  of  his  age,  was  bled 
in  the  bajilic  vein  of  the  right  arm,  about 
five  years  ago.  He  cannot  recollect  his 
having  had  much  pain  in  the  time  of  the 
operation,  or  that  there  was  any  difficulty 
in  flopping  the  blood :  but  he  remembers 
that,  within  a  few  weeks  afterwards,  a  fiat 
fwelling  of  the  fize  of  an  almond,  was  ob«* 
ferved  in  the  bajilic  vein,  with  the  mark 
of  the  lancet  in  the  middle  of  it ;  and  that, 
on  touching  this  tumor,  a  pulfation,  vibra¬ 
tory  motion,  and  peculiar  noife  (between 
thrilling  and  whizzing)  were  perceivable* 
Soon  after  this,  a  fwelling  of  the  fame  fort 
arofe,  fir  ft  in  the  median  vein,  and  then  in 
the  cephalic ;  which  laft  is  now  enlarged 
and  varicous  up  to  the  clavicle.  The  fwel¬ 
ling  in  the  bajilic  has  increafed  confiderably^ 
and  became  more  prominent  fince  it  was 
firft  noticed  ;  for  it  is  at  prefen t  as  large  as 
the  laft  joint  of  the  thumb,  and  has  ex¬ 
tended 
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tended  fo  far  towards  the  inner  condyle  of 
the  os  humeri ,  that  the  mark  of  the  lancet, 
which  was  formerly  in  it’s  middle,  is  now 
vilible  on  it's  external  edge.  For  fome  time 
part,  he  thinks,  that  thefe  fwellings  have 
been  at  a  ftand,  or,  at  moft,  that  they  have 
increafed  very -little.  Two  years  ago,  he 
was  bound  apprentice  to  a  fhoemaker,  in 
which  employment,  and  all  other  kinds  of 
ordinary  labour,  he  ufes  the  right  arm  as 
freely  as  the  left,  without  feeling  any  in- 
conveniency  from  the  tumors,  though,  he 
obferves,  that  by  hard  working  they  are 
apt  to  become  bigger.  In  January  laft, 
being  employed  to  pitch  furz  into  a  cart 
with  a  fork,  he  ftrained  the  affedted  arm, 
fo  as  to  occafion  fome  increafe  of  the  fwel¬ 
lings,  attended  with  pain  and  ftiffnefs  about 
the  joint ;  and  it  was  this  accident,  which 
induced  his  landlord,  Mr.  Talbot,  of  Ma- 
lahyde,  to  fend  him  to  town  for  my  advice. 

Had  fuch  a  cafe  occured  feven  years  ago,  it 
might  perhaps  have  puzzled  a  better  furgeon 
to  form  an  opinion  of  it :  but  thanks  to 
the  fecond  volume  of  Medical  Inquiries , 
I  was  at  no  lofs.  The  very  firfl:  touch  of 

the 
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the  tumors  recollected  to  my  remembrance 
the  thirty* fixth  article  of  that  collection  -y 
and  further  examination  made  it  dill  more 
evident,  that  the  cafe  before  me  was  fimilar 
to  thofe,  which  you  have  fo  clearly  defcrib- 
ed.  I  therefore  ventured  to  allure  my  pa¬ 
tient,  that,  by  giving  his  arm  reft,  and  rub- 
ing  it  with  warm  fpirits,  the  unufual  fwel- 
ling  and  pain  would  foon  be  removed ;  and 
that  he  would  never  Hand  in  need  of  an 
operation,  which  he  had  been  told  would 
in  time  undoubtedly  become  neceffary.  We 
parted  extfemely  well  pleafed  with  one  an¬ 
other  ;  and  he  promifed  faithfully  to  pay 
me  a  fecond  vifit  in  eight  or  ten  days :  but 
the  dread  of  an  operation,  which  dill  dwelt 
upon  his  mind,  kept  him  away,  'till  at  laffc 
I  was  obliged  to  requeft,  that  Mr.  Talbot 
would  fend  him  to  Dublin,  and  give  me 
an  opportunity  of  examining  him  with  due 
care.  He  has  refided  in  town  fhefe  two 
days,  during  which,  he  has  been  Ihewn  at 
the  college  to  the  ftudents,  who  attend  my 
lectures,  and  to  a  number  of  phyficians  and 
furgeons,  who  can  bear  teftimony  to  the 
truth  of  the  following  obfervations. 

Vol.  III.  I 
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When  the  arm  hangs  down,  the  tumt- 
fied  veins  appear  largeft  the  thrilling  noife 
and  pulfation  are  mod  remarkable  in  the 
hajilic  vein,  fomewhat  weaker  in  the  me¬ 
dian^  and  fall  more  obfcure  in  the  cepha* 
lie  :  but,  when  the  arm  is  held  up,  the  fwel- 
ling,  pulfation,  and  thrilling  ceafe  intirely  in- 
the  cephalic  vein,  and  become  very  obfcure 
in  the  median ,  whilft  the  hajilic ,  ftill  re¬ 
maining  prominent,  continues  to  thrill  and 
heat  ftrongly. 

The  humeral  artery  feems  to  be  confi- 
derably  enlarged  $  it’s  pulfation  being  very 
vifible  from  the  axilla  to  the  elbow,  though 
the  patient  is  far  from  being  lean  :  yet  the 
pulfe,  at  the  wrift  of  the  affe&ed  arm,  is 
both  weaker  and  fmaller  than  in  the  other. 

When  the  fubclavian  or  humeral  arteries 
are  ftrongly  comprefled,  the  thrilling  and 
pulfation  ceafe  in  ftantiy  in  all  the  veins ; 
and  return  with  double  force  on  removing 
the  preflu  re. 

By  pinching  up  the  tumor  of  the  bafilic 
between  the  finger  and  thumb,  I  feel 
diftin&ly  the  coats  of  the  artery  through  the 

vein  * 
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Vein  ;  and  I  can  be  fenfible,  by  the  touch,  of 
the  very  fpot,  where  the  hole  of  communi¬ 
cation  is  fituated ;  fo  that  I  have  no  more 
doubt  of  it’s  exiftence,  then  if  I  had  feen  it 
with  both  my  eyes. 

On  preffing  the  bajilic  with  the  point  of 
a  finger,  fo  .as  to  flop  the  hole  of  commu¬ 
nication  with  the  artery,  the  tumors  of  the 
median  and  cephalic  become  empty  bags, 
without  the  fmalleft  degree  of  thrilling  or 
pulfation  to  be  perceived  in  them. 

When  the  ear  is  applied  to  the  arm,  fo 
as  to  touch  the  tumors,  the  pulfation,  tre¬ 
mulous  motion,  and  thrilling  noife  are  moffc 
diftin&ly  perceived.  They  are  alfo  render¬ 
ed  very  perceptible,  by  keeping  the  one  end 
of  a  long  iron  probe  in  contact  with  the 
tumors,  whilft  it’s  other  end  is  held  be¬ 
tween  the  teeth,  or  applied  to  the  ear. 

This  thrilling  noife  is  alternately,  higher 
and  lower  by  regular  jerks,  correfponding 
to  the  pulfations  of  the  artery.  Some  gen¬ 
tlemen  compared  it  to  the  noife  of  a  whirli¬ 
gig  j  others  to  that  of  a  nut-mill  -3  others 
to  that  of  a  woollen  fpinning- wheel ;  others 
to  the  waves  of  the  fea ;  others  to  a  boiL 

I  2  ing 
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ing  tea-kettle.  The  patient  himfelf  fays; 
that,  when  he  leans  his  head  on  the  affected 
arm,  he  hears  like  the  buzzing  of  bees  $ 
and  Mr.  Talbot  tells  me,  that  the  peafant, 
who  firffe  made  him  acquainted  with  this 
young  man’s  indifpotion,  aflured  him  he 
had  got  a  bee  in  his  arm. 

To  illuftrate  this  cafe  further,  and  make 
amends  for  the  imperfections  of  the  defcrip- 
tion,  I  requefted  that  Dr.  Me.  Bride  would 
take  a  drawing  of  the  affeCted  arm,  which 
he  has  been  fo  obliging  as  to  execute  with 
his  ufual  accuracy. 

I  have  only  to  add,  that  we  advifed  the 
young  man  to  quit  the  fhoemaking  bufinefs* 
and  follow  fome  lefs  laborious  trade ;  being 
‘apprehenfive  that,  by  frequent  draining  with 
his  arm  in  a  dependant  pofture,  the  tu mi¬ 
lled  veins  might  become  longer,  and  in  pro- 
cefs  of  time  bring  on  diftrefs.  The  wig¬ 
making  bufinefs  was  recommended  to  him, 
as  it  requires  the  arms  to  be  frequently  held 
up,  which  favours  the  return  of  the  venal 
blood  from  the  afifeCted  member. 


Allow 
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Allow  me  to  conclude  this  long  letter 
with  a  (Turing  you,  that  I  am,  with  invaria¬ 
ble  love  and  efteem, 

.  1  . 

Your  moft  affectionate  friend, 

GEO.  CLEGHORN. 


t 


\ 
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Dublin,  Sept.  24,  1765. 

My  dear  Sir , 

AMONGST  other  favours,  I  am  indebted 
to  you  for  a  very  obliging  letter,  which 
I  received  about  three  months  ago.  It  gave 
me  pleafure  to  find,  that  the  Gentlemen  of  the 
Medical  Society  intend  to  publifh  the  cafe  of 
the  aneuryfmal  varix ,  in  the  next  volume. 
As  it  confirms  what  you  have  written  on  this 
fubjedl  in  the  two  former  volumes,  I  am 
in  hopes,  that  the  publication  of  it  may 
contribute  to  draw  the  attention  of  fur- 
geons  to  your  papers,  and,  confequently,  to 
make  them  better  acquainted  with  one  of 
the  moft  ingenious  and  happy  difeoveries, 
which  modern  times  have  added  to  their 
art.  A  difcovery  which  hath  already  re- 
fcued  feme,  who  had  been  condemned  tq 
the  knife  3  and  will  I  am  perfuaded,  fave 
many  more,  when  it  comes  to  be  as  gene¬ 
rally  known  as  it  ought  to  be.  The  noife, 
which  Paul  us  and  others  perceived  on 
touching  aneuryfms ,  which  Pare  expreffes 
by  the  word  fijjlement ,  and  Mu  nicks  com¬ 
pares  to  the  Jlrepitus  bullientes  aquce,  is  tq 

*  J  4 

me 
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me  a  ftrong  preemption,  that  fuch  cafes, 
as  you  have  defcribed,  did  formerly  occur. 
Nor  need  we  be  furprifed,  that  furgeons 
fhould  never  dream  of  an  anojlomojis  re¬ 
maining  between  the  artery  and  vein,  when 
no  longer  ago,  than  in  the  winter  of  1763, 
one  of  the  ablefl  anatomifts,  and  mod  ce¬ 
lebrated  profeffors  in  Europe,  pretended  to 
demonftrate  to  a  numerous  audience,  that 
fuch  a  cafe  was  altogether  repugnant  to  the 
laws  of  the  animal  oeconomy,  and  confe- 
quently  never  could  happen.  Believe  me 
to  be  moft  fincerely 

Your  affectionate  friend  and 
obliged  humble  fervant, 
GEO.  CLEGHORN. 

P.  S.  The  boy,  with  the  aneuryfmal  varix , 
is  now  in  town,  and  follows  his  trade  as  a 
fhoemaker.  If  you  want  further  informa¬ 
tion  in  any  particular,  pleafe  to  let  me  know. 


XIV.  The 
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XIV.  The  Cafe  of  a  difeafed  Eye ;  commu¬ 
nicated  by  Mr .  Hayes,  Surgeon ,  to  Dr , 
Hunter.  Read  Auguft  26,  1765. 

MISS  C,  B.  a  young  girl  of  about  three 
_  .  _  years  of  age,  in  all  appearance,  of  a 
perfectly  good  conftitution,  born  of  very 
healthy  parents,  having  an  inflammation  in 
her  left  eye,  the  light  of  fwhich  fhe  had 
in  an  uncommon  manner  loft  fome  time  be¬ 
fore,  I  was,  on  the  3d  of  February,  1764, 
confulted  on  her  cafe. 

Betides  the  inflammation,  I  found  the 
difeafed  eye  very  confiderably  funk  in  the 
orbits  appearing  but  little  more  than  half  as 
large  as  the  other  ;  the  cornea  was  quite 
flat,  there  being,  as  I  fuppofed,  no  aqueous 
humor  in  the  anterior  chamber;  the  irisy 
in  confequence  of  not  floating,  retained  no¬ 
thing  of  it's  compion  appearance,  but  formed 
a  fmall  confufed  yellowifh  mafs,  and  the 
pupil  leemed  intirely  fhut  up. 

This  was  the  ftate,  in  which  I  found  the 
eye,  when  1  firft  faw  it  3  and  the  following 
is  the  hiftory  of  it,  previous  to  this  period, 
as  related  to  me  by  her  father, 

la 
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In  February,  1762,  the  child  was  brought 
home  from  nurfe,  being  fifteen  months  old, 
with  all  the  marks  of  perfed  health  ;  foon 
after,  a  peculiar  appearance  was  obferved  in 
her  left  eye,  which  was  feen  only  at  certain 
times,  and  when  (he  turned  it  in  a  particu¬ 
lar  direction  ;  it  was  more  frequently  dif- 
cernable  in  the  evening,  and  whenever  the 

light  was  not  ftrong. 

In  Auguft  following,  this  became  much 
more  confpicuous,  the  pupil  was  more  di¬ 
lated,  and  they  began  now,  as  he  expreffes, 
to  look  into  the  eye,  which,  within,  put  on 
a  glafs-like  appearance  ;  this  continued  to  in- 
creafe,  till  they  could  fee  to  the  bottom  of 
the  eye. 

In  December  following,  a  violent  inflam¬ 
mation  arofe  in  this  part,  the  parents  be¬ 
ing  at  this  time  with  her  in  the  country  ; 
(he  was  carried  to  Bath,  and  put  there  un¬ 
der  the  care  of  a  furgeon,  who,  by  the  ap¬ 
plication  of  fomentations,  &c.  to  the  part 
for  two  months,  intirely  removed  it,  but, 
as  the  inflammation  wore  off,  they  found 
the  colors  and  natural  appearance  of  the 
eye  totally  altered,  nor  could  they  any  Ion- 
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ger  fee  any  marks  of  the  former  difeafe,  the 
pupil  being  fo  contracted.  They  had  ima~ 
gined,  for  fome  time  before  this  period,  that 
the  globe  of  the  eye  diminifhed  in  fize,  but 
it  was  not  very  perceptible ;  however,  im¬ 
mediately  after  leaving  off  the  applications 
ordered  for  her  at  Bath,  the  whole  of  the 
eye  leffened  very  remarkably,  fo  that  in  three 
days  it  had  loft  more  than  half  of  it’s  na¬ 
tural  bulk.  —  Vifion,  they  obferved,  had 
grown  lefs  and  lefs  diftinCl  from  the  firft  dif- 
covery  of  the  difeafe,  and  the  light  at  laft  * 
was  intirely  loft. 

It  had  remained  in  this  ftate,  before  I 
faw  it,  about  ten  or  eleven  months,  but  the 
father  affured  me  it  was  now  again  increa- 
ling  in  fize,  and  that  it  was  confiderably 
larger  than  it  had  been. 

By  the  application  of  leeches  and  feda- 
fives  to  the  part,  the  inflammation  was  taken 
off.  She  now  became  perfectly  eafy,  quite 
free  from  all  pain,  and  continued  fofor  fome 
months,  unlefs  when  her  eye  was  expofed 

to 

*  I  found  it  at  this  time  very  fenfible  to  light,  and 
that  it  had  been  fo,  before  the  late  inflammation  came 
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to  too  ftrong  a  light,  which  we  always  en¬ 
deavoured,  by  covering  it,  to  guard  againft. 

The  globe  of  the  eye  increafed  now  very 
evidently,  for  in  two  months  it  became  very 
near  of  it’s  natural  fize,  filled  very  equally 
every- where,  except  in  the  anterior  cham¬ 
ber,  whofe  parts  ftill  retained  the  fame  figure 
from  it’s  having,  as  I  imagined,  no  aqueous 
humor  fecreted  into  it.  Soon  after  this,  in 
the  beginning  of  April,  fhe  was  feized  with 
a  violent  hooping-cough,  and  removed  inta 
the  country. 

Dr.  Cadogan  attended  her,  and  in  about 
a  month  Ihe  was  pretty  well  recovered  from 
this  complaint  •>  mean  while  her  eye  had 
continued  to  enlarge,  and  was  increafed  be¬ 
yond  it’s  natural  bulk.  The  cornea  became 
a  little  more  prominent,  and  fome  of  the 
aqueous  humor  appeared  to  be  fecreted  un¬ 
der  it,  but  the  pupil  did  not  at  all  dilate. 
The  motion  of  the  eye,  which  had  all  along 
been  quite  free,  began  now  to  be  impeded, 
from  want  of  room  in  the  orbit . 

In  about  three  weeks  after  fhe  had  been 
in  the  country,  the  father  perceived  and 
pointed  out  to  me,  in  the  right  eye,  the  very 

appearance^ 
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appearance,  which,  according  to  his  de- 
fcription,  the  other  had  put  on,  when  the 
difeafe  was  firft  difcovered  in  it. 

It  was  fometime  before  I  could  cbferve 
any  unnatural  appearance  in  it,  nor  was  any 
alteration  vilible,  except  when  looked  at  in 
a  particular  direction,  viz.  from  the  nofe 
towards  the  external  canthus .  In  this  way, 
the  eye  feemed  to  have  loft  the  deep  black 
appearance,  which  prevents  any  thing  be¬ 
ing  feen  beyond  the  anterior  chamber,  and 
acquired  a  more  clear  bright  look,  fome- 
thing  refembling  the  cat's  eye  in  the  dark  $ 
the  pupil  was  very  little  dilated,  if  any  thing 
more,  than  ufual,  and  the  iris  feemed  to  have 
it's  power  of  adtion  not  at  all  impared. 

The  parents,  greatly  alarmed  at  an  ap¬ 
pearance,  which  had  been  the  forerunner  of 
the  deftruction  of  the  other,  brought  her 
immediately  to  town,  where  (he  was  fhewn 
to  feveral  furgeons  of  eminence  in  London, 
amongft  whom  they  were  advifed  to  con- 
fult  the  celebrated  anatomift  Mr.  John 
Hunter.  None  of  them,  however,  pfe- 
tended  to  underftand  her  cafe  3  nor  could 

they 
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they  at  all  account  for  this  appearance  in  her 
right  eye. 

A  foreigner,  who  was  then  in  town,  and 
had  gained  great  reputation  as  an  oculift, 
was  applied  to  :  and,  he  giving  the  mod 
confident  afifurances  of  reftoring  the  right 
eye,  and  even  fome  hopes  of  retrieving  the 
other,  fhe  was  put  under  his  care.  He 
faid  it  was  a  liquefaction  of  the  cryjlalline 
humor,  a  cafe  he  had  often  met  with  but, 
after  two  months  ftridt  perfeverance  in  a 
very  whimfical  courfe  of  medicine,  the  pa¬ 
tient  grew  much  worfe,  and  I  was  again 
fent  for.  The  left  eye  was  now  increafed 
to  a  prodigious  fize,  and,  in  the  right,  the 
pupil  was  more  dilated,  and  the  difeafe 
much  more  apparent  $  fhe  had  complained, 
for  a  fortnight  before  this  period,  of  great 
pain  in  her  left  eye,  which  was  now  be¬ 
come  very  violent,  and  the  other  eye  was 
a  good  deal  affedted  by  it,  fo  that  an  inflam¬ 
mation  was  already  begun  in  it. 

It  now  appeared  to  me  highly  necefTary 
that  fomething  fhould  be  immediately  at¬ 
tempted,  to  take  off  the  diftenfion  of  the 
coats  of  the  eye,  which  I  fuppofed  to  be  the 

caufe 
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caufe  of  her  pain,  and  feemed  to  threaten  the 
fudden  deftrudtion  of  both.  I  therefore  de- 
fired  fome  fargeon  of  eminence  might  be 
called  in.  Mr.  Hunter  was  again  confult- 
ed5  who  was  of  opinion  with  myfelf,  that 
the  diftenfion  was  owing  to  a  quantity  of 
the  humors  continuing  ftill  to  be  fecreted, 
and  that  the  only  method  which  could  be 
taken  to  g'we  relief,  and  preferve  the  right 
eye,  was  the  emptying  of  the  left ;  we  there¬ 
fore  agreed  to  perform  the  operation,  as  lit 
extracting  the  cataraffi.  Accordingly,  that 
fame  afternoon,  while  M r.  Hunter  was  pro- 
fent,  I  palTed  the  needle  as  in  the  common 
way  from  behind  the  cornea  to  the  oppofite 
fide.  I  found,  in  doing  this,  the  refin¬ 
ance  to  the  inftrument  very  confiderable, 
and  that  the  coats  of  the  eye  were  greatly 
thickened  a  very  fmall  drop  of  water  fol¬ 
lowed  this  incifion.  I  then  directed  the 
point  of  the  needle  within  the  pupil,  to 
wound  the  capfula  of  the  crjjialline  humor, 
with  an  intent,  after  extracting  that,  by 
prefiiire,  to  force  out  the  vitreous  •>  but,  no 
humor  following  this  attempt,  I  exami¬ 
ned  with  a  probe,  and  found  it  to  pafs  on 

into 
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into  the  pofterior  chamber,  and  that,  inftead 
of  the  humors,  the  whole  cavity  was  filled 
with  a  flefliy  fubftance.  —  This  difcovery 
immediately  pointed  out  to  us  our  error, 
and  the  true  ftate  of  the  cafe,  viz. 

That  it  was  of  a  cancerous  nature,  a  cir- 
iumftance  which,  as  the  child  enjoyed,  in 
other  refpe&s,  the  moil  perfect  health,  and  as 
no  gland,  or  any  other  part  of  her  body,  ex¬ 
hibited  the  leaf!  mark  of  difeafe,  had  not,  by 
any  one  before,  been  in  the  leaft  fufpedted. 
Nothing  in  this  fituation  feemed  now  left 
to  be  recommended,  but  the  in  tire  extir¬ 
pation  of  the  difeafed  part,  though  even 
this,  from  the  appearance  in  the  other  eye, 
'  promifed  no  great  fuccefs  •,  however,  we 
reprefented  it  to  the  parents  as  the  only 
chance  remaining.  Mr.  Casfar  Hawkins 
was  the  next  day  called  in,  who  likewife 
recommended  the  operation,  and  was  pre- 
fent,  while  Mr.  Hunter  performed  it,  which, 
as  feveral  difeafed  parts  were  found  in  the 
adipofe  membrane,  at  the  bottom  and  fides 
9f  the  orbit ,  was  rendered  long  and  tedious ; 
every  thing  however,  that  had  the  leaft  fuf- 
“fpicious  feel,  was  removed.  On  differing 

the 
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the  eye,  we  found  not  the  leaft  remains  of 
the  humors,  nor  any  of  the  coats  but  the 
fcleroiica ,  which  was  filled  in  every  part, 
except  in  the  anterior  chamber*  with  Jlea- 
tomatous  kind  of  fubftance,  and  a  loofe  fpun- 
gy  flefh,  whofe  fibres  had  no  particular  di¬ 
rection  ;  there  was  likewife  a  confiderable 
quantity  of  calcareous  earth  lodged  in  dif¬ 
ferent  parts  of  it. 

The  child  recovered  of  the  operation  re¬ 
markably  well  and  foon ;  for,  after  the  firft 
day,  fhe  was  quite  free  from  pain,  and  had 
no  fever  in  confequence  of  it,  and  in  three 
weeks  the  parts  were  healed.  In  a  few  days 
after  the  eye  was  extirpated,  fhe  was  put 
by  Dr.  Broklefby  under  a  courfe  of  the  «*- 
cut  a.  She  at  firft  was  ordered  a  iingle  grain 
of  the  extract  daily  ;  and  the  dofe  was  gra¬ 
dually,  and  with  due  circumfpeCtion,  increaf- 
ed,  during  three  months,  kill  file  came  to 
bear  at  length  fixty  grains,  in  a  day,  very 
well,  nor  was  it  productive  of  any  the 
leaft  fenfible  inconvenience. 

”  Jn  September,  as  foon  as  fhe  was  per¬ 
fectly  recovered,  fhe  was  carried  away 
to  Chichefter,  where  fhe  enjoyed  perfect 

eafe 
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perfect  eafe,  and  good  health,  till  De¬ 
cember  following.  About  the  beginning  of 
this  month,  the  parents  of  the  child,  find¬ 
ing  no  ill  effects  from  the  former  increas¬ 
ed  quantities  of  this  medicine,  augmented 
the  dofe  inone  day  full  ten  grains,  viz.  from 
fixty  to  feventy.  This  produced  giddinefs,  vo¬ 
mitings,  and  griping  ;  but  as  thefe  complaints 
wore  off  towards  the  evening,  and  were  not  at 
all  imputed  by  thofe  about  the  patient  to  what 
fhe  had  taken,  the  next  day  the  fame  dofe 
was  repeated,  and  the  like  effects  followed, 
fomewhat  more  violent,  and  with  an  additi¬ 
onal  load  in  the  head.  Although  the  child 
was  fo  ill,  as  the  caufe  of  it  was  imputed  to 
fome  temporary  indifpofition,  and  not  at  all 
fufpedted  by  the  parents,  they  were  very  un¬ 
willing  to  leave  off  the  ufe  of  a  medicine,  on 
the  effects  of  which  they  had  built  the  moil 
flattering  hopes.  They,  therefore,  repeated 
the  feventy  grains  for  three  or  four  days  lon¬ 
ger,  till,  from  the  violence  of  the  vomitings 
and  other  complaints,  they  were  obliged  to 
defift.  A  moft  acute  pain  was  likewife  now 
felt  in  the  left  orbit.  The  girl  was  again 
Vol.  III.  K  brought 
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brought  to  town,  and,  though  fhe  had  taken 
none  of  the  cicuta  for  five  or  fix  days,  yet 
the  vomiting,  gripings,  and  pain  in  the  <?r- 
bit>  which  it  had  excited,  remained.  She  had 
been  very  regular  as  to  ftools,  before  fhe  took 
this  medicine  in  too  large  a  quantity,  but  af¬ 
terwards  was  always  cofiive,  and  never  went 
to  ftool,  but  in  confequence  of  glyfters  or  pur¬ 
gatives,  which,  the  attendants  were  obliged 
to  make  doubly  ftronger  than  ufual.  It 
was  fome  days  before  any  medicine  would 
remian  on  her  ftomach,  or  that  her  com¬ 
plaints  appeared  much  abated ;  for  none 
were  ever  after  perfectly  removed. 

On  her  coming  to  town,  I  found  the 
difeafe  in  the  right  eye  very  considerably 
advanced  3  the  pupil  was  a  good  deal  en¬ 
larged,  and  the  tris ,  in  confequence  of  a 
final!  quantity  of  light  only  falling  on  the 

retina ,  could  be  made  to  contract  itfielf 

% 

but  very  little. 

In  the  poflerior  chamber,  towards  the 
outer  cantbus,  inftead  of  the  bright  clear' 
appearance  it  feemed  to  have  at  fir  ft,  that 
part  occupied  a  larger  fpace,  was  grown 
opaque,  and  of  a  yellowilh-white  colour. 

The 
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The  child  could  fee  very  little  at  this  time,, 
and  fcarce  received  light  enough  to  find  her 
way  about  the  room.  A  loofe  fpungy  fiefh 
had  likewife  filled  up  the  pofterior  part  of  the 
left  orbit ,  which,  after  leaving  off  the 
cicuta ,  increafed  very  fail,  and  feemed  to 
fhoot  from  every  point.  Undoubtedly  the 
difeafe  had  advanced  greatly,  during  the 
ufe  of  this  medicine,  but  it  made  a  much 
more  rapid  progrefs  after  leaving  it  off : 
for  in  three  weeks  the  orbit  was  quite  filled 
up,  the  eye-lids  were  pulhed  out,  and  a 
confiderable  tumor  was  formed. 

On  the  26th  of  December,  we  had 
another  confultation  at  Richmond -Houfe, 
when  Dr.  Huck,  Mr.  Middleton,  Mr. 
Hawkins,  and  Mr.  Hunter,  were  called  in^ 
but,  on  account  of  the  weaknefs  and  ill  flats 
of  health  of  the  child,  it  was  concluded^ 
that  nothing  could  be  hoped  for  from  the 
operation,  and  almoft  as  little  (except  as 
palliative')  from  any  medicine  or  external 
application.  It  was  agreed,  however,  to  ap¬ 
ply  the  cicuta  externally,  both  in  poultice 
and  in  fomentation,  and  to  try  it  again  in 
fmall  quantities  internally.  The  tumor 

K  2  increafed 
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increafed  very  fall,  grew  very  large,  and 
occafioned  violent  pains ;  the  eye-lids  ad¬ 
hered  to  it  very  firmly,  and,  by  that  means, 
prevented  the  fungus ,  which  was  grown 
into  one  folid  mafs,  from  pufhing  out  be¬ 
tween  them. 

The  complaints  in  her  bowels  were 
often  ftill  very  fevere,  and  fhe  generally 
vomitted  up  every  thing  fhe  took  into  her 
ftamach. 

In  about  a  fortnight  after  this  confultation, 
the  child  was  feized  with  a  giddinefs  in  her 
head  and  with  convulfions,  and,  from  this 
time,  fhe  loft  intirely  the  ufe  of  her  legs.  She 
lived  in  this  melancholy  way  about  a  month 
longer,  till,  the  of  February,  1765, 

during  which  time,  to  procure  her  eafe,  we 
were  obliged  to  give  her  large  quantities 
of  opium.  She  generally  took  two  grains 
of  crude  opium  every  eight  hours,  for  the 
effe&s  of  this  dofe  feldom  lafted  longer; 
and,  if  it  was  not  repeated  about  this  ftated 
time,  her  pains  returned  with  great  violence, 
and  flie  was  often  convulfed.  This  quan¬ 
tity  produced  but  very  moderate  fleep,  but 
always  procured  her  eafe  and  frefh  fpirits, 

fo 
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fo  that,  during  the  adtion  of  the  opium,  fee 
would  often  talk  quite  chearfully. 

About  ten  days  before  fee  died,  the 
tumor  feemed  to  have  forced  the  eye¬ 
lids  to  their  utmoft  ftretch  ;  they  grew  very 
livid,  and  appeared  as  if  a  gangrene  would 
have  come  on  >  but  in  a  day  or  two  the  tu¬ 
mor  fubfided  very  confiderably,  and  the 
eye-lids  loft  their  firm  adhefion  to  it,  fo  as 
to  become  eafily  moveable.  The  difeafe 
now  feemed  to  have  fallen  likewife  on  the 
internal  parts  of  the  throat,  about  the  larynx 
and  pharynx ;  for,  after  this  time,  the  voice 
was  fo  altered,  as  to  be  fcarcely  intelligible, 
and  deglutition  was  performed  with  the  ut¬ 
moft  difficulty. 

Our  unhappy  patient  retained  her  me¬ 
mory  and  judgment  perfect,  till  within  a 
few  hours  of  her  death. 

Upon  opening  the  head  with  Mr.  Hun¬ 
ter,  the  following  appearances  were  ,ob- 
ferved.  We  found  more  water  in  the  left 
ventricle  than  in  the  right 5  on  raffing  the 
anterior  lobes  of  the  cerebrum ,  the  right 
appeared  quite  found,  but  the  left  was  red, 
and  fome  extravafated  blood  lay  on  the 

K  7  orbital 
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i  '  V, 

crbital  procefs  of  that  fide.  We  then  cut 
off  the  right  lobe,  and  laid  bare  the  optic 
nerve  of  that  fide,  which  we  found,  fin 
all  appearance,  perfectly  found  ;  but  the 
left  lobe,  which  was  found  difeafed  in  it’s 
fabftance,  adhered  to  the  optic  nerve,  in¬ 
ternal  carotid  artery,  infundibulum ,  and  the 
glandula  pituitaria ,  fo  that  we  were  not 
able  to  diftinguifh  any  reparation  of  thefe 
parts.  We,  therefore,  took  out  all  thefe 
parts,  with  the  optic  nerves,  the  right 
eye,  and  the  tumor  in  the  orbit  of  the  left 
fide,  whole  and  joined  together.  Mr. 
Hunter. then  inverted  them,  and  examined 
the  optic  nerves  on  their  under  furfaces ; 
that  on  the  right  feemed  perfectly  found, 
through  ids  whole  length,  but,  on  the  left, 
what  was  the  optic  nerve  could  not  be  diftin- 
guifhed  from  the  fubftance  of  the  anterior 
lobe  and  glandula  pituitaria ,  which  adhere 
there.  He  then  cut  into  the  tumor,  that 
had  lain  in  the  orbital  foramen,  to  fee  if  he 
could  trace  it  on  to  the  brain,  but  he  could 
not  find  any  appearance  of  a  nerve  :  he  after¬ 
wards  began  at  the  union  of  the  optic  nerves, 
to  try  if  it  could  be  traced  from  thence  to  the 

i  foramen , 
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foramen ,  bat  it  could  hardly  be  find  that 

there  was  any  continuation  of  it,  from  this 

#»• 

part. 

We  obferved  that  the  difeafe  in  the  nefve 
had  proceeded  no  farther,  towards  the  brain, 
than  the  union  of  the  two  nerves;  but  it 
had  gone  fo  clofe  to  that  union,  as  to  appear 
juft  as  if  no  nerve  had  ever  been  given  off 
at  that  part:  both  nerves  feemed  found  be¬ 
fore,  and  at,  their  union.  The  tbalami  were 
like  wife  found.  The  tumor,  which  was  in 
the  left  orbit y  had  an  external  covering,  every¬ 
where,  of  about  one  eighth  of  an  inch  thick, 
and,  within  that,  was  a  brown iih  iubftance, 
that  feemed  to  have  no  direction  of  fibres, 
and  appeared  as  if  glandular ;  yet  it  was  not 
fo  fmooth,  or  folid  in  texture,  but  more  ipun- 
gy  or  loofe.  Mr.  Hunter  obferved,  that  he 
had  always  found  this  fort  of  texture  in  fcirr- 
hous  tefticles,  breads,  &c.  when  not  of  the 
griftly  kind,  fuch  as  often  ariie  in  wens, 
white  fwellings,  or  from  the  remains  of 
inflammation. 

The  optic  nerve  of  the  right  eye  feemed 
quite  found  through  it’s  whole  length ;  the 
eye-ball,  when  cleared  of  the  mufcles,  cel - 
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lular  membrane,  &c.  had  juft  the  common 
appearance.  Mr.  Hunter  took  off  the  upper 
part  of  the  fcletorica ,  choroides ,  and  re¬ 
tina,  with  as  much  of  the  vitreous  humor 
as  was  contained  in  this  fedtion,  and,  by 
that  means,  expofed  the  cavity  of  the  eye. 

We  found  the  coats  and  retina  perfe&ly 
found,  and  the  cryftalline  humor,  in  it’s 
place,  firm  and  tranfparent ;  but  in  the  place 
of  part  of  the  vitreous  humor,  was  a  whitifh 
curdly  fubftance,  which  lay  in  the  pofterior 
and  outer  part  of  the  cavity,  and  had  puflhed 
the  vitreous ,  that  remained,  to  the  anterior 
and  inner  part  of  it.  Whether  this  whitifh 
curdly  fubftance  had  been  formed,  on  the 
outfide  of  the  vitreous  humor,  and  had  pufh- 
ed  it  to  the  infide,  or  whether  this  fubftance 
was  produced  in  the  humor  itfelf,  which  was 
wafted  in  proportion,  as  that  matter  was 
formed,  is  not  very  eafily  determined  5  but 
the  latter  feems  mo  ft  probable,  for  it  ap- 
peared  as  if  the  vitreous  humor  was  con¬ 
tinued  into  this  fubftance,  or,  as  it  were,  en¬ 
tangled  in  it.  This  fubftance  was  as  much 
detached  from  the  retina ,  as  the  vitreous 
is  in  common. 


I  fhould 
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I  fhould  not  have  attempted  offering  a  cafe 
of  this  fort  to  the  public,  it  having  been  fo 
unfuccefsfully  treated,  and  fo  little  un- 
derffood,  had  not  the  diffedtion  rendered  the 
appearances  more  intelligible,  and  pointed 
out  the  immediate  feat  of  the  difeafe. 
If  this  could  have  been  known,  and  the  eye 
emptied,  before  the  coats  were  at  all  affect¬ 
ed,  might  not  the  life  of  the  child  have 
been  preferved  ?  for,  by  the  diffedtion  of 
the  right  eye,  the  difeafe  appears  to  have 
arofe  in  the  vitreous  humour  only,  and  to 
have  been  confined  to  this  part  feveral 
months,  while  the  other  parts  of  the  eye 
remained,  in  all  appearance,  perfedtly 
found  :  and  is  it  not  poflible  that  the  coats 
of  the  eye  might  again  have  been  filled 
with  fome  kind  of  aqueous  humor,  which 
might  have  reftored  an  imperfedt  vifion  ? 


XV.  Two 
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XV.  Two  Cafes  of  Incontinency  of  Urine 3 
cured  by  the  Application  of  a  Blijler  to 
the  Region  of  the  Os  Sacrum ;  by  A* 
Fothergill,  of  Northampton,  M.  D  .com¬ 
municated  by  Dr.  Dickfon.  Read  Dec. 
16,  1765. 

C  A  S  E  I. 

^JATHANIEL  BARNET,  aged  44, 
applied,  Auguft  3,  1765,  to  the 

county  hofpital,  in  order  to  be  admitted  as 
an  out-patient.  He  had,  for  above  five 
months,  without  being  able  to  aflign  any 
caufe,  laboured  under  an  incontinency  of 
urine,  fo  that  he  feldom  pafled  a  night, 
without  involuntarily  difcharging  it,  during 
fleep.  Upon  inquiring  minutely  into  his 
cafe,  I  found,  that,  befides  the  incontinen¬ 
cy  of  urine,  he  had  all  the  diftinguifhing 
fymptoms  of  a  diabetes ,  viz.  an  immode¬ 
rate  difcharge  of  urine,  of  a  fweetifli  tafte, 
great  third,  parched  fkin,  hedlic  heats, 
univerfal  wafting,  total  lofs  of  appetite^ 
and  a  quick  pulfe.  He  had  ufed  the  Pe¬ 
ruvian  bark,  and  fome  other  remedies, 

but 
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but  without  fuccefs*  This  was  not  at  all 
furprifing,  as  an  incontinency  of  urine  alone, 
without  being  complicated  with  any  other 
difeafe,  but  too  often  baffles  the  ordinary- 
method  by  ajlringent  medicines.  Cantha - 
rides ,  whether  ufed  internally  or  external¬ 
ly,  are  found  to  a €t  powerfully  on  the 
urinary  paffages ;  and  feme  late  in  fiances 
tend  to  prove  their  fuperiority  over  other 
remedies,  in  this  obflinate  difeafe  Beinp- 
defirous,  therefore,  to  try  their  efficacy,  in 
the  prefent  cafe,  I  ordered  a  large  blifter  to 
be  applied  to  the  reigon  of  the  lumber  verte¬ 
bra and  os  facrum  •f* ;  and,  that  the  experi¬ 
ment  might  be  as  fair  as  poffible,  I  directed 
that  a  confiderable  part  of  the  blifter  fhould 
be  kept  open,  by  means  of  the  epifpajlic 
liniment,  for  fix  or  feven  days,  during  which 
time,  the  patient  fflould  avoid  taking  any 
medicine  whatever,  except  a  little  rhubarb, 
with  a  few  grains  of  mercur ,  duL  occafion- 
ally,  on  account  of  obflinate  coftivenefs. 

*  Medical  Obfervatlons  and  Inquiries ,  Sic.  Vol.  II. 
No.  XXVII. 

f  Agreeable  to  the  method  recommended  by 
Dr.  Dickfon,  lb.  No.  XXXV. 
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The  week  following,  when  he  returned* 
It  gave  me  no  fmall  fatisfadtion  to  find,  that 
his  urine  had  never  come  away  involuntari¬ 
ly,  fince  the  application  of  the  blider. 

The  incontinency  of  urine  was  thus  hap¬ 
pily  removed,  by  the  vejicatory ,  which  flill 
continued  to  difcharge  very  copioufly  $  it 
did  not,  however,  feem  to  have  any  fenfible 
eflfedt  upon  the  diabetes .  For  the  man  conti¬ 
nued  to  pafs  urine  to  the  quantity  of  fix  or 
feven  Englifli  pints*  in  twenty- four  hours, 
although  his  drink*  during  that  time,  did 
not  exceed  four  pints.  He  could  not 
eafily  be  miftaken  in  this,  as  he  daily,  at 
my  requeft,  meafured  his  urine,  and  like- 
wife  his  drink. *  There  could  be  little  hopes 
of  removing  this  preternatural  fecretion, 
now  become,  in  fome  meafure,  habitual, 
without  directing  it  into  fome  other  chan¬ 
nel  ;  but  the  other  emundtories  remained 
obftinately  blocked  up :  laxatives ,  and  fu- 
dorificSy  therefore,  became  indifpenfably  ne- 
ceffary.  As  a  purgative ,  rhubarb  was  made 

#  On  thofe  days,  which  were  moift  and  rainy, 
he  conftantly  found  his-  urine  confiderably  increafed, 
although  his  drink  fell  ihort  of  the  ufual  quantity. 
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choice  of,  it  being  efteemed,  by  fome  au¬ 
thors,  of  lingular  efficacy  in  this  difeale 
Half  a  drachm  of  the  powder  was  perfifted 
in,  and  was  only  juft  fufficient  to  procure 
one  gentle  motion  every  day. 

A  fudorific  bolus  of  G.  Guaiac .  with 
Sal.  C.  C.  was  given  every  night,  with 
warm  whey,  in  order  to  folicit  a  gentle 
fweat;  but  in  vain,  for  his  ikin  only  be¬ 
came  more  hot  and  dry.  An  antimonial  fu - 
dorific ,  affifted  by  the  warm  pediluvi um ,  fuc- 
ceeded  better,  and  he  did  fweat  moderately. 
In  order  to  ftrengthen  the  renal  veffels, 
§iv  of  the  ferum  aluminoj.  p.  1.  had  been 
continued  three  times  a  day,  for  fome  time., 
but  without  advantage;  therefore  rad.  tor¬ 
ment'd.  pul.  5 15.  with  a  draught  of  tinB . 
rofar .  was  ufed  in  it's  ftead,  and  the 
rhubarb  and  antimonial  fudorific  continued 
every  morning  and  night.  By  this  me¬ 
thod,  the  patient’s  urine  began  todiminiffi. 
I  therefore  defired  him  to  perfevere,  on¬ 
ly  with  the  addition  of  lime-water,  in- 
ftead  of  malt  liquor,  for  common  drink. 

t  Halleri  Difputationes  Medic.  Praft.  Vol.  VII. 
p.  762. 
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From  this  time,  all  his  fymptoms  grew  bet-' 
ter ;  his  ffrength  and  appetite  gradually  in~ 
creafed,  his  {kin  became  moift,  his  natural 
color  began  to  return,  and,  on  the  28th 
of  September,  his  urine  was  lefs  in  quantity 
than  his  drink.  On  the  5th  of  October,  they 
continued  nearly  equal  in  quantity,  when 
having  had  no  return  of  the  incontinency  of 
urine,  or  of  the  other  fymptoms,  he  was  al¬ 
lowed  to  go  to  his  daily  labour,  and  to  leave 
off  his  medicines,  except  the  lime-water. 
On  the  26th  of  Odlober,  he  continued  free 
from  complaints,  except  that  he  was  often 
liable  to  be  fbmewhat  more  thirfly  than 
before  his  late  ilinefs. 

On  the  15th  of  November,  his  cure  re¬ 
maining  complete,  he  came  to  give  thanks, 
and  was  difmifled  the  hofpitak 

CASE.  II. 

The  preceding  cafe  affords  a  remarkable 
in  fiance  of  the  efficacy  of  epifpajlics  in  in¬ 
continency  of  urine,  complicated  with  a 
diabetes .  Be  pleafed  to  accept  the  following 
one,  wherein  the  incontinency  of  urine 

was 
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was  accompanied  with  another  difeafe,  of 
which  it  feemed  to  be  the  confequence: 
S.  Lack,  a  boy  ten  years  old,  had,  for 
feven  years,  without  any  known  caufe, 
languished  under  a  fevere  diforder  in. 
the  urinary  paffages.  His  Symptoms, 
when  he  came  to  the  hofpital,  were  a 
Sharp  pain  in  the  regio  pubis ,  darting  along 
the  courfe  of  the  urethra  to  the  glans  penis , 
oftentimes  attended  with  bloody  urine, 
and,  of  late,  with  a  mixture  of  a  whitej 
foetid  matter,  which  appeared  to  be  real /ax, 
This  came  away  frequently,  not  only  by 
urine,  but  alfo  by  ftool,  which  feemed  evi¬ 
dently  to  Shew,  that  there  was  an  ulcer 
already  formed  in  the  urinary  paffages, 
which  communicated  with  the  reBum .  No 
ftone  could,  upon  examination,  be  perceived 
in  the  bladder,  nor  any  gritty  or  fabulous 
matter  in  the  urine.  But  he  had  always 
been  troubled  with  worms,  and  had  lately 
voided  two  large  ones.  When  about  to  make 
water,  he  was  obliged  to  put  himfelf  in  a 
prone  pofture,  and  then  his  urine  generally 
came  away,  by  drops,  with  exquifite  torture. 
At  length  it  began  to  come  away  infenfbly  du¬ 
ll'  ‘  .  ring 
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ring  fleep.  Upon  which  a  vejicatory  was  ap¬ 
plied  to  the  region  of  the  os  facrum,  as  men¬ 
tioned  in  the  preceding  cafe,  and  with 
fimilar  fuccefs,  for  it  totally  removed  the 
incontinency  of  urine  in  lefs  than  forty- eight 
hours,  but  made  no  fenfible  alteration  in 
the  other  fymptoms.  Thefe  ftill  conti¬ 
nuing  fevere,  other  remedies  were  tried, 
and  amongft  them  'vermifuges ,  but  without 
fuccefs. 

The  uva  urfi ,  fo  much  extolled  of  late 
in  ulcers  of  the  urinary  paffages,  feemed 
but  to  aggravate  the  fymptoms.  Nor  did 
any  thing  mitigate  the  ^violence  of  the  dif- 
eafe,  fo  as  to  afford  any  fenfible  relief,  ex¬ 
cept  narcotics ,  as  opium ,  and  extratl  of  hen¬ 
bane.  By  the  life  of  thefe  laft  over  night, 
together  with  the  injections  and  embrocations 
of  warm  oil,  the  pains  were  greatly  allevi¬ 
ated.  The  patient  likewife  took  frequently, 
through  the  day,  an  oily  emulfion,  with  a 
folution  of  manna .  He  has  continued  this 
method  about  fix  weeks,  during  which  all 
his  fymptoms  are  gradually  become  mild¬ 
er-  And  now,  the  23d  of  November, 
be  feems  to  be  in  a  very  promifing  way. 

He 
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He  refls  well  in  the  night,  his  urine  is  co¬ 
pious,  he  paffes  it  without  pain,  it  has  had 
no  appearance  of  purulent  matter,  or  blood, 
thefe  three  weeks ;  nor  has  it  ever  come 
away  infenfibly,  fince  the  blifler  was  ap¬ 
plied,  which  is  now  above  three  months 
ago. 


F 
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XVI.  An  Account  of  fever al  Hydatides 
dif charged  with  the  Urine ,.  communicated 
by  Alexander  Ruffel,  M.  D.  F.  R.  S. 
and  Phyfician  to  St.  Thomas’.*  HoJpitaL 
Read  March  24,  1766. 

it  GENTLEMAN,  about  twenty- 
jljL  f°ur  years  of  age,  and  of  a  thin 
delicate  coilftitution,  was,  on  the  18th  of 
July,  1764,  feized  with  a  pain  in  his  left 
fide,  and  the  ufual  fymptoms  of  a  fever, 
which,  not  yielding  to  bleeding,  and  fome 
medicines  adminiftered  by  his  apothecary^ 
I  was  a  few  days  after  defired  to  vifit 
him. 

His  complaints,  then,  were  a  violent 
pain  in  the  left  hypogajirium ,  head-ach, 
great  heat,  third:,  with  a  dry  parched 
tongue.  His  pulfe  was  quick,  full,  and 
hard.  His  urine  was  in  a  fufficient  quan¬ 
tity,  of  a  natural  color,  and  pafled  with¬ 
out  difficulty  $  and  he  had  had  fome  loofe: 
ftools,  from  a  laxative  medicine. 

In  the  night  he  complained  of  a  violent 
pain  in  the  region  of  the  left  kidney,  ex¬ 
tending. 
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tending  along  the  ureter ,  quite  to  the  blad¬ 
der.  He  had  a  total  fuppreflion  of  urine, 
for  fome  hours,  a  naufea,  and  vomited  fe- 
veral  times. 

By  repeated  bleeding,  the  ufe  of  emol¬ 
lient  glyfters,  cooling,  laxative,  oily  me¬ 
dicines,  the  femicupium ,  and  opiates  occa- 
ftonally,  the  violence  of  the  fymptoms, 
after  a  few  days,  abated  ;  and  he  paffed 
fome  red  fand  with  his  urine,  but  ftill  the 
pain  in  the  fide  remained,  though  not 
violent. 

Being  much  reduced  in  his  ftrength, 
and  fome  feverifli  heat  ftill  remaining,  he 
was  removed  a  little  way  from  town, 
drank  affes  milk,  took  final  1  dofes  of  foap 
thrice  a  day,  and  ufed  gentle  exercife ; 
by  which  method  he  gradually  recovered 
his  ftrength,  the  heat  was  removed,  and 
he  remained  tolerably  free  from  pain, 
for  about  a  fortnight,  when,  after  uftng 
exercife  in  a  carriage,  he  felt  fome  pain 
in  making  water,  had  a  more  frequent 
call  than  ufual,  made  but  little  at  a  time, 
and  his  urine  fometimes  flopped,  though, 
it  immediately  came  freely  again,  and  this 

L  2  continued 
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continued  through  the  night.  Next  morn¬ 
ing,  in  paffing  his  urine,  it  came  to  a 
full  flop,  and  gave  him  exquifite  pain  ; 
but,  after  a  few  minutes  violent  {training, 
fomething  feemed  to  burlt,  and  a  fmall 
quantity  of  a  liquid,  like  pusy  ftreaked 
with  blood,  was  difcharged  ;  an  empty 
bag,  about  the  fize  of  a  large  pigeon's 
egg,  foon  followed,  after  which  he  palled 
a  great  quantity  of  urine,  and  was  much 
relieved.  His  urine  depolited  a  fediment 
like  pus,  with  fome  few  llreaks  of  blood, 
for  feveral  days  after,  during  which  he 
voided  many  more  fmaller  hydatides ,  fome 
of  which  were  round,  and  about  the  lize 
of  a  common  garden  pea,  with  a  fmall 
ftalk. 

He  now  was  perfectly  eafy,  and  remain¬ 
ed  fo  for  about  ten  days  ;  after  which  he 
had  a  return  of  pain,  and  voided  fome  more 
of  the  fame  kind  ;  but  as  he  naufeated  all 
medicines,  little  was  done  for  him. 

About  the  beginning  of  September,  he 
fet  out  for  Buxton,  and,  on  his  journey,  had 
a  fevere  return  of  his  pain,  and  palled 
feveral  more  hydatides ,  which  he  alfo  did 

during 
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during  the  ufe  of  the  bath  :  but,  for  the 
laft  week,  or  ten  days,  that  he  was  at 
Buxton,  he  continued  quite  free  from  all 
complaint,  and  returned  to  town  in  Octo¬ 
ber  feemingly  well. 

March  the  12th,  1765,  he  had  another 
return  of  pain,  and  another  in  October, 
both  of  which  terminated  by  the  paffing  of 
more  hydatides ,  and  he  has,  fince  that 
time,  been  perfedlly  eafy. 

In  other  refpedts,  he  has,  through  the 
whole  time,  enjoyed  a  good  ftate  of 
health. 

The  number  of  hydatides ,  voided  by 
this  gentleman,  cannot  be  afcertained,  as 
many  were  thrown  away  by  the  careldlhefs 
of  the  nurfe,  and  many  more  loft,  by 
paffing,  while  at  the  neceffary,  or  in 
making  water,  while  abroad  ;  but  I  have 
about  forty  of  different  fizes,  from  that 
of  a  large  pigeon’s  egg  to  that  of  a  pin’s 
head.  Thofe  of  a  large  fize  were  all  burft 
before  they  paffed,  and  came  away  empty; 
but  the  fmaller  were  full  of  a  liquid,  which 
was  never  quite  limpid,  but,  in  fome, 

L  3  more 
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more  opaque  than  in  others.  None  of 
them  had  any  incruftation  upon  them,  and 
thofe  which  came  away  at  Jfrrft,  were  of  a 
lighter  color  than  what  have  been  linqe 
difcharged. 

What  particulars  I  have  been  able  to 
learn  from  the  patient  and  his  apothecary, 
previous  to  the  above-mentioned  account, 

are  as  follow  : 

About  ten  years  before,  when  at  fchoal* 
he  remembers  to  have  had  fome  violent 
complaints  in  the  urinary  paflages,  and 
to  have  voided  dark  coffee-coloured  urine, 

c 

with  great  pain,  but,  he  can  recoiled:  no 
other  particulars. 

In  the  beginning  of  June,  1762,  he  was 
feized  with  a  bilious  vomiting  and  paija 
in  his  back,  which  were  much  relived 
by  bleeding,  a  vomit,  purgative,  and  oily 
medicines,  direded  by  his  apothecary ; 
but  an  obftinate  cofivenefs,  a  hedic  heat, 
and  fome  complaint  in  his  back,  fill  re¬ 
maining,  Dr.  Letherland  was  confulted, 
who  direded  diuretic  and  oily  medicines 
with  the  purging  waters.  Thefe  not 
Succeeding,  a  decodion  of  the  bark  and 

country 
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country  air  were  recommended,  and  did 
him  fervice,  as  to  his  general  health;  but 
the  pains  and  heat  were  hill  at  times 
troublefome.  Sea  bathing  was  then  tried, 
and  he  returned  from  Margate  free  from 
all  complaints,  and  continued  well.  He 
does  not  remember  ever  to  have  paffed  any 
thing  particular  with  his  urine,  excepting 
when  at  fchoql,  ’till  Auguft  1764. 

P.  S.  The  gentleman,  whofe  cafe  is 
above  related,  has,  at  different  times  fince, 
paffed  feveral  more  hy  da  tides,  moil  of  which 
have  been  of  the  larger  fize.  In  other 
refpe&s  he  enjoys  a  good  hate  of  health. 

Walbrook,  A.  RusS-ELiL, 

.Pec.  2,  1766. 
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XVIL  The  Cafe  of  a  Hernia  Humoralis* 
communicated  to  Dr.  Brokiefby  by  Dr. 
Vaughan  of  Leicefter.  Read  April  7, 
1766, 

ON  Thurfday,  the  27th  of  February  ^ 
I  was  called  to  a  gentleman,  between 
thirty  and  forty,  labouring  under  a  pain 
and  fwelling  of  his  teficles  ;  and,  upon 
rny  inquiring  into  the  caufe  of  thefe  com¬ 
plaints,  he  gave  me  the  following  account : 
About  a  month  before,  he  had  contracted 
a  gonorrhoea ,  attended  with  the  ordinary 
fymptoms  $  fuch  as  a  copious  difcharge 
from  the  urethra ,  with  ardor  urince ,  &c. 
He  immediately  applied  to  a  furgeon,  who 
directed  him  to  make  ufe  of  an  injection, 
which  very  foon  flopped  the  difcharge.  He 
then  obferved  this  fwelling  in  his  teficles , 
which  continued,  for  fome  time,  fmall, 
and  rather  fore  than  painful ;  it  was  alfo 
accompanied  with  a  difficulty  in  making 
water,  which,  he  faid,  came  from  him  in 
a  fmall  ftream,  and  in  very  fmall  quan- 
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tity  at  a  time.  For  this  complaint  he 
had  a  bougie  introduced,  which  brought 
on  a  plentiful  evacuation,  and  gave  him 
relief.  This  diforder,  however,  of  the 
urethra,  and  bladder,  he  paid  but  little 
regard  to,  as,  it  did  not  coniine  him 
to  the  houfe,  nor  prevent  him  from  going 
as  ufual,  into  company;  where,  by  in¬ 
dulging  himfelf,  he  probably  did  not  a 
little  contribute  to  the  fatal  termination  of 
that  difeafe.  Within  five  or  fix  days  before 
X  faw  him,  the  fwelling  of  the  tejlicles  was 
much  increafed ;  it  became  very  painful, 
and  was  the  occafion  of  his  fending  for  me 
I  found  him  complaining  of  great  fwelling, 
weight,  and  pain,  in  his  tejlicles .  Thefe, 
upon  examination,  appeared  to  be  much 
enlarged,  and  inflamed,  as  alfo  the  fub- 
ftance  of  the  fcrotum ,  which  had  ac¬ 
quired  an  uniform  globular  appearance, 
and  was  equal  in  fize  to  a  large  (heep’s  blad* 
der,  blown.  The  pain  was  not  folely  con¬ 
fined  to  the  fcrotum ,  but  feemed  to  follow 
the  dire&ion  of  the  fpermatic  chord ,  and 

gave 
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gave  him  a  good  deal  of  uneafinefs  in  his 
loins.  His  pulfe  was  quick,  but  neither 
full  nor  hard ;  his  third:  was  confiderable, 
and  attended  with  univerfal  heat. 

I  recommended  it  to  him  to  lofe  twelve 
ounces  of  blood  immediately,  to  take  a 
cooling  purge,  to  lie  in  bed,  and  to  make 
ufe  of  the  fotus  communius ,  morning  and  even¬ 
ing,  covering  the  fcrotum  afterwards,  with 
a  cataplafm  of  bread,  milk,  and  oil;  to 
keep  .the  part  fufpended  with  a  bag-trufs, 
and  to  drink  plentifully  of  barley*  water, 
and  fuch  fmall  diluting  liquors ;  as  alfo 
to  be  very  fparing  in  his  diet,  and  to 
confine  himfelf  to  water-gruel,  panada, 
or  fome  /fuch  food.  On  Friday  morn¬ 
ing,  his  feverifh  fymptoms  were  much 
abated,  though  he  had  palled  the  night 
but  indifferently ;  the  pain  being  con- 
flant  and  very  great.  The  tenfion  and  fwel- 
ling  were  not  leffened,  but,  on  the  contrary, 
increafed  ;  for  I  obferved  the  fpermatic 
chord  to  be  more  enlarged  and  much  harder. 
I  ordered  him  to  be  bled  again  immediately, 
to  continue  diluting  plentifully,  and  to 

take 
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take  a  fcruple  of  nitre  >  every  four  hours, 
in  a  draught  of  barley-water,  or  fome  other 
fmall  liquor  i  alfo  the  fotus  and  cataplafm 
to  be  repeated.  He  complained  to-day, 
like  wife,  of  a  tickling  cough,  which,  he 
faid,  increafed  the  pain  in  his  ferotum 
very  much ;  for  this  he  was  dire&ed  to 
take  half  a  fcruple  of  the  foap  pill,  at  . 
night. 

On  Saturday,  I  found  he  had  pafted  the 
night  much  better,  but  ftill  his  pain  was 
very  confiderable,  with  the  fwelling  and 
tenfion  not  at  all  abated.  In  one  part  there 
was  an  evident  flu&uation  of  matter,  which 
pointed  outwards ;  all  thoughts,  therefore, 
of  refolving  the  tumor  were  laid  afide, 
at  prefent,  and  I  endeavoured  to  encourage 
the  maturation,  by  fubftituting  the  cataplafma 
maturans  in  the  place  of  the  former.  The 
patient  was  directed  alfo  to  take  his  foap 
pills  at  night. 

On  Sunday  morning,  the  fluctuation  of 
matter  was  very  manifeft,  though  the 
quantity  feemed  to  be  but  fmall ;  in  order, 
therefore,  to  evacuate  this  matter,  and  to  fet 

the 
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the  parts  fomewhat  at  liberty,  an  opening 
was  made  by  an  expert  furgeon,  and  a 
fmall  quantity  of  very  fostid  matter  was 
difcharged.  The  pain  was  not  in  the  leaf!: 
relieved  by  this,  the  fwelling  was  not  dimi- 
nifhed,  nor  was  it  any  fofter  to  the  touch  3 
but,  in  a  few  hours,  all  the  fymptoms 
became  worfe,  and  the  tenfion  was  extended 
to  the  abdominal  mufcles. 

On  Monday  morning,  the  wound  was 
covered  with  a  flough  at  bottom,  the 
edges  looked  crude,  and  the  fmell  was  ex¬ 
tremely  offeniive  3  the  color  of  the  part 
was  changed,  from  a  florid  hue,  to  a  deep 
red,  the  pulfe  intermitted  very  frequently, 
and  here  and  there,  upon  the  abdomen ,  were 
fmall  vefications.  The  patient  wandered  a 
good  deal,  and,  in  a  very  few  hours,  his  head 
was  entirely  gone.  Deep  fcarifications 
were  made,  the  whole  length  of  the  fcro- 
tum  3  the  part  was  drefled  with  a  warm 
digeftive,  an  antifceptic  fomentation ,  with 
a  large  quantity  of  fpirit.  vini.  camph .  was 
made  ufe  of,  and  the  cataplafma  e  cymino 
applied  over  all.  Some  fpoonfuls  of  a 

warm 


Medical  Obfervations  and  Inquiries.  1 57 

warm  cordial  mixture  were  ordered  to  be 
taken  very  frequently  ;  and  the  whole 
treatment  was  of  the  cordial  and  anti- 
fceptic  kind  ;  but  neither  the  above  mixture, 
nor  any  thing  elfe,  could  be  got  down,  or 
I  fhould  immediately  have  put  my  patient 
upon  the  ufe  of  the  bark.  He  died  this 
evening,  and  I  had  an  opportunity  of  ex¬ 
amining  the  body. 

Upon  opening  the  fcrotumy  I  found  mat¬ 
ter  diffufed,  through  it’s  cellular  fubftance, 
as  well  as  through  the  teguments  of  the  ab¬ 
domen,  in  fmall  quantity,  very  little  more 
than  was  fufficient  to  ftain  the  knife,  of  a 
moft  offenfive  fmell.  Each  tejlicle ,  in  it’s 
tunica  vaginalis ,  appeared  to  be  very  confi- 
derably  enlarged,  as  alfo  th tfpermatic  chord  $ 
but  upon  cutting  through  the  tunica  vagi- 
nalis ,  I  was  not  a  little  furprized  to  find  the 
tefliclesJ  and  epidydimides ,  in  a  perfect  found 
ftate,  not  the  leaft  enlarged  in  their  fize, 
not  difcolored,  or  at  all  difeafed  :  the 
whole  bulk  of  the  part  was  made  up  of 
the  fubftance  of  the  fcrotum ,  and  the 

amazing 
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amazing  thicknefs  of  the  tunica  vaginalis *  * 
which  was  alfo  extended  to  the  fpermatic 
chord ,  as  far  as  the  rings  of  the  abdominal 
mufcles,  but  further  I  did  not  examine* 
There  was  no  matter  between  the  tunica 
albuginea  and  tunica  vaginalis,  nor,  in  fhort, 
any  where  elfe,  excepting  the  quantity 
mentioned  above,  diffufed  through  the  cel¬ 
lular  membrane. 

I  am  very  well  aware  how  infufficient 
any  fingle  cafe  muft  be  to  afcertain  any 
medical  doclrine  whatfoever  $  but,  from  it’s 
Angularity,  am  tempted  to  lay  this  before 
your  Society,  leaving,  at  prefent,  the  fur¬ 
ther  profecution  of  the  inquiry  to  thofe 
gentlemen,  who  have  more  frequent  oppor¬ 
tunities  of  examining  dead  bodies,  with 
their  morbid  appearances.  It  feems  to  be 
the  opinion  of  the  beft  writers  on  the 
fubjedl,  and  generally  received,  that  the 
hernia  humoralis  is  a  difeafe  of  the  tejlicle 
itfelf ;  but,  upon  diffedtion,  that  certain 
guide  to  truth,  we  find,  in  this  inftance, 
the  tunica  vaginalis,  and  not  the  body  of 

*  It  was,  at  lead,  two  thirds  of  an  inch  thick. 
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the  tejlicle ,  the  feat  of  the  difeafe.  Upon 
future  inquiry,  (hould  this  appear  to  be 
the  fact,  perhaps  fome  ufeful  inferences 
may  be  drawn,  relative  to  other  difeafes  of 
the  tejlicle. 

I  am , 

Leicefter,  SIR , 

April  i, 

*766’  *#&&&  refpeB, 

Tour  obliged  fervant , 

J.  Vaugham* 


XVII.  ^ 
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XVII;  A  Palfy  brought  on  by  a  Fall,  which* 
occajioned  a  Humor  on>  and  CompreJJioti 
ofy  the  Medulla  Spinalis ;  by  Dr.  Knox, 
Phyjician  to  the  Army ,  communicated  by 
Dr.  Hunter.  Read  April  21,  1766. 

PARALYTIC  complaints,  from  difeafes, 
or  compreffion  of  the  medulla  jpinalisy 
are  more  frequent  than  is  generally  believed* 
and  there  are  not  many  cafes  of  that  kind 
taken  notice  of  by  anotamifts,  from  the  dif¬ 
ficulty  that  occurs  of  infpedting  the  contents 
of  the  theca  tvertebrarum  ;  I,  therefore,  hope 
the  following  cafe  will  be  acceptable  to  the 
public,  and  excite  others  to  be  careful  in  ex¬ 
amining  difeafes  of  the  fpine ,  by  which, 
ufeful  difcoveries  may  be  made,  for  the  relief 
of  many  labouring  under  fuch  complaints. 

Mr.  H.  aged  fourteen,  enjoyed  a  good  Rate 
of  health,  previous  to  his  laft  illnefs  ;  he 
was  fenfible,  of  a  fprightly  difpofition,  and 
well  proportioned  for  his  age.  I  was  called 
to  viftt  him  on  the  8th  of  March  laft,  and 
found  him  paralytic ,  from  below  the  tho - 
rax,  without  any  fenfe  of  feeling  or  motion. 


in 
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in  his  legs,  and  a  total  incapacity  of  re¬ 
taining  urine  and  {tools. 

He  gave  me  the  following  account  of  his 
cafe,  which  was  confirmed  by  his  father, 
and  Mr.  Partridge,  his  apothecary.  He 
faid,  that,  two  days  before  lafl  Chriftmas, 
in  playing  with  one  of  his  companions,  he 
was  pulled  backwards,  and  fell  upon  the 
edge  of  a  chair,  which  hurt  him  a  little 
between  the  fhoulders  :  when  he  came 
home  in  the  evening,  he  complained,  that, 
upon  railing  his  head,  he  had  pain  ftriking 
through,  and  acrofs,  his  chefl,  and  his 
father  obferved  that  he  held  his  chin  down 
towards  his  bread;  but,  as  he  concealed 
his  having  had  a  fall,  and  as  his  complaints 
were  not  very  troublefome,  he  went  to 
fchool  in  the  country,  where  he  remained 
till  the  29th  of  January,  but  growing 
worfe,  with  paralytic  fymptoms  in  his  legs, 
he  was  brought  to  town.  The  day  he 
came  home  he  had  very  little  ufe  of  his 
legs ;  however,  in  the  evening,  after  having 
them  well  rubbed,  he  made  fhift  to  fcra ru¬ 
ble  up  flairs,  but  fell  down  on  the  floor  of 
the  bed-chamber,  and  afterwards  loft  the  ufe 
Vol.  HI.  M  #£ 
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of  his  legs  intirely.  On  the  7th  of  February  , 
he  loft  the  power  of  retaining  his  (tools, 
and,  two  days  after  that,  his  urine  like- 
wife  came  away  involuntarily. 

From  the  time  of  the  fall,  to  the  day  of 
his  death,  it  was  about  three  months ;  but, 
three  days  before  he  died,  he  complained  of 
{hooting  pains  in  his  arms,  which  lafted 
about  half  a  minute  at  a  time,  leaving  him 
quite  eafy,  but  frequently  returning. 

The  day  before  his  death,  he  loft  the 
life  of  his  arms,  and  the  motion  of  his 
head  ;  complained  of  violent  (hooting  pains 
through  his  head,  was  perfedtly  fenfible 
to  the  laft  moment,  and  died  totally  pa¬ 
ralytic  %  on  the  31ft  of  March,  without  a 
groan,  or  con vul five  motion. 

During  the  time  I  attended  him,  it  was 
impoffible  to  make  any  obfervations  on 
his  urine,  as  it  drained  off  infenfibly  ; 
but,  not with  (landing  the  paralytic  ftate  of 
the  JphinBer  vefica,  it  being  about  the 
period  of  puberty ,  one  thing  was  very  re¬ 
markable,  that  he  had  frequent,  or  almoft 
conftant,  erections  of  the  penis.  The  para¬ 
lytic  ftate  of  the  intejlines  made  it  necef- 

fary 
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fary  to  keep  his  body  open ;  to  effect  which, 
he  took  almoft  every  night  fome  gentle 
folutive  medicine,  except  twice,  that  I 
gave  him  a  few  grains  of  calomel  going  to 
bed  at  night,  purging  it  off  next  morning 
with  a  vermifuge  purge,  upon  a  fuppofition, 
that  worms  might  have  been  a  caufe  of 
his  complaints,  as  they  fometimes  occa- 
fion  very  unaccountable  paralytic  affedtions. 
I  infpedted  the  ftools,  from  the  operation 
of  the  purge,  which  were  a  little  flimy, 
but  there  was  no  other  particular  appear¬ 
ance. 

His  appetite  was  perfectly  good,  tior  did 
he  ever  complain  of  indigeftion. 

His  pulfe,  until  two  days  before  his 
death,  was  natural ;  fometimes,  indeed,  after 
a  bad  night,  which  was  now  and  then  the 
cafe,  it  was  a  little  quickned,  and  he  would 
then  complain,  that  he  could  not  find  an 
cafy  pofture  in  bed. 

Upon  examining  the  back,  after  be¬ 
ing  informed  that  he  had  a  fall,  there  ap¬ 
peared  a  fulnefs,  or  tumor,  between  the 
fcapulce ,  on  each  fide  of  the  fpine  ;  however, 

M  2  he 
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he  was  fcarce  fenfible  of  any  pain  from  it, 
except  when  it  was  preffed  pretty  hard, 
and  then  he  faid  he  felt  a  little  uneafinefs. 

He  frequently  complained  of  great  oppref- 
fion,  and  a  pain  darting  through  his  bread  5 
upon  his  legs  being  moved,  he  complained, 
a$  if  painful  firings  (his  own  expreffion) 
were  drawing  downwards  from  his  breaft. 

In  the  courfe  of  this  diforder,  many 
medicines  were  given  internally,  and  vari¬ 
ous  external  applications  were  tried.  Up¬ 
on  the  difleclion  of  the  body,  which  was 
\ 

opened  by  Mr.  Vanfe,  in  the  prefence  of 
Dr.  Hunter,  Mr.  Hunter,  Mr.  Hewfon,  and 
Mr.  Partridge,  the  following  appearances 
were  obferved :  the  vifcera  of  the  abdomen , 
and  thorax ,  were  perfectly  found  $  there 
were  no  adhefions  of  the  lungs,  no  unufual 
quantity  of  water  in  the  thorax  or  abdomen , 
the  heart,  and  large  vefiels,  were  in  a 
natural  ftate,  there  were  no  worms  in  the 
intejlines . 

In  fa  wing  through  the  cranium ,  a  con- 
fiderable  quantity  of  bloody  water  was  dif- 
charged,  which,  no  doubt,  came  from  be¬ 
tween 
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tween  the  dura  and  pta  mater  5  but,  as  we 
were  not  prefent  at  the  time  this  particular 
operation  was  made,  we  could  not  fo  well 
determine  the  quantity  of  the  water,  nor  the 
place,  from  which  it  ran  out. 

The  cerebrum  and  cerebellum  were  per¬ 
fectly  found,  only  on  the  thalami  nervorum 
opticorum  there  were  two  prominences, 
or  projections,  about  the  fize  of  a  large  pea ; 
thefe  were  fituated  upon  the  upper  part 
of  the  thalami ,  but,  when  cut  into,  they  did 
not  appear  to  differ,  in  confidence  or 
texture,  from  the  natural  date  of  the  parts, 
and  the  reft  of  the  fubftance  was  not,  in 
any  way,  difeafed. 

There  was  no  uncommon  quantity  of 
water  jn  the  ventricles ,  and  the  nerves, 
rifing  from  the  brain,  feetned  perfectly 

found. 

In  examining  the  fore  part  of  the  fpine  in 
ifs  whole  courfe,  we  found  it  without  any 
diflortion,  or  unnatural  appearance ;  but, 
pn  railing  the  lower  parts  of  the  body, 
there  drained  from  the  theca  vertebrarum , 
through  th zjoramen  magnum  of  the  occiput , 
•  M  3  a  con*? 
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a  confiderable  quantity  of  a  bloody  ferous 
liquor. 

Upon  turning  the  body,  the  unnatural  fuU 
nefs  upon  the  upper  part  of  the  back,  which 
had  been  obferved  in  his  life-time,  was  very 
apparent :  we  therefore  refolved  to  fee  what 
occafioned  it,  and  to  find  out,  if  poffible, 
any  diforder  in  the  /pine  that  might  explain 
the  paralytic  fymptoms. 

After  removing  the  integuments  and 
mufcles,  we  found,  on  each  fide  of  the 
fpinal  procefljs,  from  about  the  firft  verte¬ 
brae  of  the  back  downards,  two  flat  tumors* 
lying  parallel  one  to  the  other.  The  tumor* 
on  the  left  fide  was  rather  the  largeft,  be¬ 
tween  three  and  four  inches  long,  one 
inch  and  a  half  broad,  and  about  an  inch 
in  thicknefs. 

Thefe  tumors  lay  clofe  to  the  bones  un¬ 
der  the  muicles,  and  filled  up  completely 
the  cavity  between  the  fpinal  and  tranfverfe 
procefles  :  the  fubflance  of  that,  on  the 
left  fide,  had  the  appearance  of  a  difeafed 
ftrumous  gland,  but  the  other  was  ftiil 
fnore  tender,  and  it’s  internal  part  feemed 
to  bp  merely  a  bloody  pus. 


We 
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We  found  likewife,  that  the  tumors 
communicated,  at  one  or  two  places,  be¬ 
tween  the  fpinal  proceffes,  and  that  the 
tumor,  on  the  left  fide,  feemed  to  have  a 
root,  if  I  may  be  allowed  the  expreffion, 
which  entered  the  theca  vertebrarum ,  juft 
between  the  tranfverfe  proceffes  of  the  fourth 
and  fifth  vertebra  of  the  back.  In  the 
operation  of  fawing  out  five  or  fix  of  the 
fpinal  proceffes,  we  found  a  foft,  pulpy 
fubftance  working  out  from  the  theca  ; 
at  firft  we  fufpe&ed  it  to  be  the  medulla 
fpinalis ,  diffoived  into  a  pappy  mafh,  but, 
upon  nearer  examination,  we  found  the 
fpinal  marrow  itfelf  perfe&ly  found,  but 
behind  it,  on  the  outfide  of  the  dura  mater , 
there  was  an  unnatural  fubftance,  about  four 
inches  in  length,  which  lay  clofely  prelied 
and  adhering  to  the  fpinal  marrow  :  this 
fubftance  was  exceedingly  tender  and  was 

what  had  worked  out,  and  had  been  at 
firft  taken  for  a  difeafed  medulla  fpinalis , 
in  the  operation  of  fawing  the  fpinal  pro¬ 
ceffes  of  the  vertebra. 

M  4 
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When  it  was  taken  out  of  the  theca , 
with  that  part  of  the  fpinal  marrow,  to 
which  it  adhered,  and  gently  fhaken  in 
w^ater,  a  great  part  of  it  diffolved.  What 
remained  was  of  a  very  tender  texture,  and 
was  put  into  fpirits.  It  is  now  preferved  in 
Dr.  Hunter’s  collection. 

APnl  Robert  Knox. 

1766. 


/ 
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XIX.  Of  Tumors  formed  by  ruptured 
Veins  fometimes  mifaken  for  Aneuryfms  ; 
by  Mr .  Elfe,  Surgeon  ;  communicated  by 
J)r,  Ruffell.  Read  May  5,  1766. 

VERY  one,  who,  in  any  confiderablc 


1  j  degree,  has  *  been}  converfant  with 
the  pradice  of  furgery,  muft  have  feen, 
in  different  parts  of  the  body,  but  moft 
frequently  in  the  extremities,  certain  tu¬ 
mors,  which,  having  been  flow  in  their 
progrefs,  and  appearing  without  any  ine¬ 
quality  or  difcoloration  on  their  fur  face, 
(unlefs  when  the  integuments  are  greatly 
diftended)  are  commonly  judged  to  be 
aneuryfms  from  internal  caufes,  and,  when 
opened,  are  found  to  contain  blood,  both 
in  a  fluid  and  coagulated  ftate.  If  from 
the  three  following  obfervations,  collected 
within  thefe  two  years,  it  lhould  feem 
probable,  that  thefe  bloody  tumors  are 
more  frequently  caufed,  by  the  rupture  of 
veins,  than  of  arteries,  furgeons  may  be 
hence  induced  to  inquire  further  into 
this  fubjed,  and,  the  fad  being  once  well 


eftablifhed 
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eflabiifhed,  I  apprehend,  the  art  of  furgery 
may  be  confiderably  benefited,  and  furge- 
cns  will  not  be  fo  much  alarmed  as  they 
have  hitherto  been  at  thefe  cafes,  but  wiil 
attack  them  in  their  beginning,  before 
the  extravafated  blood  has  had  time  to  da 
much  mifchief. 

Observation  I. 

Michael  Callahan,  a  mariner,  was  ad¬ 
mitted  into  St,  Thomas’s  hofpital,  on  the 
30th  of  January  1766,  for  a  large  tu¬ 
mor  on  the  infide  of  the  right  arm.  He 
faid,  that  this  tumor  immediately  followed 
a  contufion  he  had  received,  by  falling 
with  the  infide  of  the  upper  part  of  his 
arm,  againft  the  flock  of  an  anchor,  about 
four  years  before  his  admiffion  into  the 
hofpital ;  that  at  firft  it  was  of  a  confider- 
able  magnitude,  but  that  afterwards  by 
fotue  applications  it  was  reduced  to  the 
fize  of  a  pigeon’s  egg.  During  two  years 
it  did  not  leem  to  grow  any  bigger ;  but 
afterwards,  upon  his  being  attacked  with  a 
fever  in  the  Weft- Indies,  from  which  he 

narrowly 
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narrowly  efcaped,  it  gradually  increafed* 
and,  when  he  came  into  the  hofpital,  was 
confiderably  larger  than  a  mans  head*  ex¬ 
tending,  from  the  arm-pit,  to  within  about 
two  inches  of  the  flexure  of  the  cubit. 
The  tumor  was  judged  to  contain  blood  * 
and  this  opinion  was  ftrengthened  by  the 
man’s  declaring,  that  a  furgeon  either  at 
Portfmouth  or  Plymouth  had  pun 6tu red  it, 
and  obferving  nothing  to  follow  but  blood* 
clofed  the  wound,  which  foon  healed  up. 
On  the  22d  of  March,  1766,  he  died: 
The  next  day  the  body  was  conveyed  to 
the  anatomical  theatre  5  and,  while  we 
were  placing  it  in  a  proper  pofition,  the  tu¬ 
mor  bur  ft,  and  above  a  pint  of  a  ferous 
fluid  was  difcharged. 

The  firft  ftep  taken  was  to  open  the 
thorax  and  pericardium ,  where  all  the  large 
veflels,  fpringing  from  the  bafis  of  the 
heart  were  found,  and  of  their  ufual  fize. 
They  were  traced  to  the  neck  $  but  they 
did  not  appear  to  be  any  way  difeafed.  The 
right  axillary  artery,  and  vein,  were  exa¬ 
mined,  and  found  to  be  perfect.  I  next 
opened  the  tumor,  and  difcovered  it  to  be 

fulj 
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full  of  that  coagulated  mafs,  which  is  al¬ 
ways  contained  in  old  tumors  formed  by 
the  extravafation  of  blood.  I  then  began, 
at  the  axilla ,  to  trace  the  artery,  and 
found,  that  it  paffed  quite  through  the  tu¬ 
mor,  without  any  alteration,  with  refped: 
to  its  dimenfions,  and  without  any  rup¬ 
ture,  or  appearance  of  difeafe.  The  coa¬ 
gulated  mafs  furrounded  the  artery  intirely, 
but  had  not  in  the  leaft  corroded  it,  though 
it  adhered  clofely  in  fome  places  to  it’s  fur- 
face.  I  then  intended  -  to  trace  the  axillary 
vein,  and  made  a  pundture  into  it,  about 
an  inch  before  it  entered  the  tumor,  into 
which  I  thru  ft  a  probe,  and  found  that 
it  paffed  eafily  on  towards  the  mafs.  Upon 
putting  my  finger  into  the  tumor,  I  felt 
the  naked  extremity  of  the  probe.  I  af¬ 
terwards  laid  bare  the  deep-feated  branch 
of  the  bajilic  yz in,  which  lies  clofe  to  the 
brachial  artery,  juft  above  the  flexure  of 
the  cubit,  and  thruft  a  probe  into  it,  which 
paffed  readily  upwards ;  and,  upon  intro¬ 
ducing  my  finger  again  into  the  mafs,  I 
alfo  felt  tjie  naked  extremity  of  that  probe.: 
The  parts  remained  in  this  ftate,  till  the 
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day  following,  that  the  phyftcians  and  fur- 
geons  of  the  hofpital  might  fee  what  had 
been  done.  When  I  came  the  next  morn¬ 
ing,  I  found  that  the  probe,  which  I  had 
left  in  the  axillary  vein,  had  been  pulled 
out,  and  I  could  not  readily  hit  upon  the 
orifice,  I  had  made  for  it’s  introduction : 
I  therefore  made  another,  and,  introducing 
a  large  blow  pipe,  threw  in  air,  and  ob- 
ferved,  that  the  vein,  juft  as  it  approached 
the  tumor,  was  confiderably  dilated,  and 
then  opened  into  it.  This  likewife  was 
feen  by  all  the  phyficians  and  furgeons  of 
the  hofpital. 

.  .  »*  -  1 

Observation  II. 

A  few  month  ago,  a  woman  was  receiv¬ 
ed  into  the  hofpital,  for  a  large  fwelling  in 
the  calf  of  the  leg,  which  was  judged  to 
contain  blood.  On  opening  it,  fluid  blood 
efcaped,  mixed  with  a  ferous  matter  5  and 
the  furgeon,  by  introducing  his  finger, 
prefled  out  fome  of  that  mafs,  proper  to 
thefe  tumors.  He  obferved,  upon  prefling 
his  finger  onwards,  that  the  upper  part  of 

the 
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the  fibula ,  for  about  two  inches,  was  quite 
deficient,  having  been  totally  diflolved  by 
the  extravafated  blood*  Upon  this  it  was 
determined  immediately  to  amputate  the 
leg.  It  was  afterwards  injefted  by  the  ar¬ 
tery,  and  the  inje&ion,  as  I  myfelf  faw, 
had  paffed  through  the  pofierior  tibial  and 
fibular  arteries,  and  into  the  anterior  tibial 
artery.  I  have  been  informed,  that  the  date 
of  the  veins  was  not  inquired  into.  Though 
the  rupture  of  the  vein,  in  this  cafe,  was 
Hot  abfolutely  difcovered,  yet  the  contents 
of  the  tumor,  the  diffolution  of  the  bone, 
and  the  free  paffage  of  the  injection  through 
the  principal  arteries  of  the  leg,  without 
extravafation*  feem  to  evince  it. 

Observation  III. 

A  young  man,  about  25  years  of  age, 
of  a  very  healthy  full  habit,  fhad  a  fwelling 
in  the  ham.  He  faid,  that  it  came  after 
his  endeavouring  to  raife  a  confiderable 
weight,  and  that  he  felt  a  crack,  where 
the  fwelling  appeared,  as  if  fonlething  had 
been  broken.  Some  time  in  Decembef 

i764> 
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1764,  this  tumor  was  opened  $  and,  a  large 
quantity  of  fluid  and  clotted  blood  being 
difcharged,  it  was  judged  to  be  an  aneuryfm 
of  the  popliteal  artery.  The  limb  was  iu- 
ftantly  amputated,  and,  immediately  after 
the  operation,  carried  to  the  anatomical 
theatre.  J  was  myfelf  in  the  country,  but 
Mr.  North,  who  then  differed  for  the 
lecturers,  and  to  whofe  dexterity  and  dili¬ 
gence  I  am  much  obliged,  received  it  ; 
and,  having,  at  that  time,  fome  coarfe  in¬ 
jection  upon  the  fire,  while  the  limb  was 
yet  warm,  he  poured  it  into  the  artery,  and 
obferved  it  not  to  extravafate  within  the  tu-< 
mor,  as  he  expeCted,  but  to  continue 
it’s  courfe  to  the  extremity  of  the  toes. 
He  then  looked  for  the  largeft  internal  vein, 
and,  thrufling  a  probe  into  it,  found  that  it 
paffed  readily  into  the  tumor.  He  after¬ 
wards  differed  the  vein,  with  great  caution, 
and  difcovered  a  rupture,  juft  above  a  pair 
of  valves,  the  edges  of  which  were  torn, 
and  irregular. 

Thofe  large  bloody  tumors,  which  are 
feated  in  the  calf  of  the  leg,  are  obferved 
frequently  to  follow  violent  fits  of  the 

cramp. 
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cramp.  It  was  the  opinion  of  a  late  emi¬ 
nent  furgeon,  that  they  were  produced  by 
the  gajirocnemii  mufcies  preffing  the  pojle- 
trior  tibial  artery  againft  the  bone,  and  by 
that  means  rupturing  its  coats.  Is  it  not 
probable,  that  fpafms,  blows,  {trains,  ex¬ 
traordinary  mufcular  efforts,  which  are 
ranked  among  the  caufes  of  the  fpurious 
aneuryfm ,  are  more  likely  to  rupture  the 
veins,  than  the  arteries  ?  I  have  feen  feve- 
ral  of  thefe  tumors,  feated  in  the  calf  of 
the  leg,  opened  $  and  in  all  thefe  cafes  there 
was  a  neceffity  for  amputation,  becaufe  the 
bones  of  the  leg  were  found  to  be  either 
totally  diflblved  in  fome  part,  or  elfe  were 
fo  much  affedted,  that  the  fingers  could 
be  prelfed,  quite  through  the  fubftance  of 
one,  or  the  other  of  them  ;  and,  therefore, 
the  ftate  of  the  artery,  and  vein,  was  never 
inquired  into. 

Qjuere,  If  furgeons,  by  Ldiffecting  care¬ 
fully  thefe  tumors,  whenever  occafion  of¬ 
fers,  and  by  attending  clofely  to  their 
caufe,  rife,  and  progrefs,  may  not  foon  be 
able  to  lay  down  very  probable  rules  for 

determining 
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determining,  before  they  are  opened,  whe¬ 
ther  they  proceed  from  an  artery  or  a 
vein. 

The  arteries  fometimes  become  ruptured, 
without  any  previous  dilatation.  I  have  a 
preparation  of  the  aorta  dfceridens ,  appear¬ 
ing  in  no  place  dilated,  which  exhibits  two 
ruptures  $  one  is  fmall,  and  fituated  about 
half  an  inch  diftance  from  the  valves ,  from 
which  a  coagulum  was  formed  about  the 
iize  of  a  large  nutmeg,  that  was  feated  be¬ 
tween  the  trunk  of  the  aorta  and  the 
trunk  of  the  pidmonary  artery.  From  the 
white  appearance  of  the  coagulant  and  the 
regularity  of  the  edges  of  the  rupture,  it 
feemed  to  be  of  long  Handing.  The  other 
rupture  is  much  larger,  feated  at  the  cur¬ 
vature  between  the  exit  of  the  right  and 
left  carotid  arteries,  the  edges  of  which 
are }  torn  and  irregular,  and  formed  a 
bloody  tumor,  which  preffing  againft  the 
lower  part  of  the  trachea ,  and  the  branches 
of  the  bronchia ,  deftroyed  the  patient  by 
fuffocation,  in  lefs  than  a  month  from  it's 
firft  rife,  and  before  there  was  any  appear¬ 
ance  of  external  fwelling, 

'  Vol.  III.  N 
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XX.  A  Cafe  of  three  different  Growths  of 
Teeth ,  fuc cee ding  one  another ,  in  the  Up~ 
per  Jaw  of  a  Child :  By  Mr.  SymmOnds, 
Surgeon  at  Bath,  communicated  by  Dr. 
Hunter.  Read  May  19,  j 766. 


f ISS  HALE,  a  child  of  four  years, 
in  July  1763,  was  taken  ill  of  the 
meafles ;  ihe  had  a  large  eruption,  but  re¬ 
covered,  without  much  danger,  through 
the  difeafe.  Three  days  after  the  crifis, 
ftie  was  feized  with  a  violent  fever,  and 
complained  of  a  particular  uneafinefs  in  her 
teeth;  foon  after  her  face  fwelled,  fo  that 
it  was  with  a  good  deal  of  difficulty  that 
fhe  opened  her  mouth.  At  firft  the  fwel- 
ling  was  confidered,  as  a  fymptom  of  her 
having  caught  cold,  for  which  fhe  took 
fome  medicines,  which  brought  on  a  plen¬ 
tiful  perfpiration,  but  the  fwelling  of  her 
face  hill  kept  up,  and,  at  a  week’s  end, 
fhe  complained  of  the  forenefs  of  her  teeth 
being  increafed.  When  I  examined  her 
mouth,  which  exhaled  a  very  foetid  fmell, 
I  perceived  a  Sough  on  the  left  fide  of  the 

palate 
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palate,  and  the  gums  of  her  upper  jaw, 
which,  though  (he  took  a  decodtion  of  the 
bark,  and  ufed  detergent  gargarifms,  in- 
creafed  fo  faft,  that,  next  day,  the  gum  of 
the  lower  jaw  was  affedted  round  the 
grinders.  She  was  now  exceedingly  ema¬ 
ciated,  coughed  frequently,  had  beSlic  heats 
and  nodturnal  fweats,  for  which  fhe  was  re¬ 
moved  into  the  country,  where*  with  a 
milk-diet  and  the  bark,  fhe  grew  a  little 
better,  and  by  the  ufe  of  the  gargle,  in  a 
fortnight,  the  dough  feparating,  left  half  of 
the  os  palati  bare,  and  foul,  for  the  breadth 
of  a  fixpence,  clofe  to  the  teeth,  which  were 
quite  loofe  in  the  upper  jaw ;  and,  on  the 
reparation  of  the  gum  from  the  lower  jaw, 
the  teeth  were  fo  very  loofe,  that  on 
touching,  two  of  them  followed  her  finger* 
The  bark  and  gargarifm  were  continued  and 
a  dofiil  of  lint  dipped  in  the  gargle,  in¬ 
troduced  between  her  cheek  and  jaw  :  In 
this  method  I  perfilted,  waiting  for  an  ex¬ 
foliation,  and,  in  fix  weeks,  having  hold  of 
the  fecond  grinder,  which  was  very  loofe, 
as  l  moved  it,  a  large  portion  of  the  jaw 

N  2  (more 
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(more  than  I  expe&ed)  moved  with  it,  and, 
on  the  child’s  luddenly  withdrawing,  the 
exfoliated  piece  of  jaw  with  two  teeth  fe- 
parated,  and  expofed  to  view  tv/o  fmall 
white  teeth,  like  thofe  of  an  infant,  that 
have  newly  cut  the  gum.  I  kept  the  face 
warm,  and  a  doflil  conftantly  in  her  mouth, 
moiftened  in  red  port  and  water,  with  a  lit¬ 
tle  tinfture  of  myrrh.  During  this  time, 
the  gum  of  the  lower  jaw  was  not  in  the 
lead;  grown  up,  and  the  jaw  and  alveoli  be¬ 
came  yellow,  notwithstanding  that  I  kept 
them  conftantly  defended  with  wax.  The 
fecond  tooth  of  the  molar  es  in  the  lower  jaw, 
which  had  been  long  loole,  (he. complained 
hurt  her  upper  jaw,  whenever  the  mouth 
was  (hut  j  and  moved  the  new  teeth,  when 
it  was  not  covered  with  lint.  I  was  much 
againft  taking  it  out,  as  it  prevented  the  lip 
from  falling  inwards,  and  yet  I  was  willing 
to  give  every  chance  for  the  new  teeth  to 
continue,  as  they  hitherto  looked  extremely 
well ;  but  a  day  or  two  afterwards  I  found 
the  lower  jaw  (hake,  and  that  an  exfoliation 
mu  ft  follow.  I  waited  nature’s  times,  and, 

in 
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in  four  months  from  her  firft  fiizure,  a  (hell 
of  the  lower  jaw  feparated,  and  difcovered 
three  teeth  like  thole  which  were  in  the 
upper  jaw.  The  fecond  jaw  tooth,  which  I 
apprehended  would  fall  in  the  exfoliation 
remained  firm,  and  appeared  juft  like  our 
grown  yellow  by  age.  On  the  day  follow¬ 
ing  one  of  the  pew  teeth  came  away,  and 
appeared  a  mere  (hell,  refembling  that  of 
a  foetus.  In  a  week  afterward,  both  of  the 
new  teeth  dropped  from  the  upper  jaw,  and 
the  gum  clofed ;  the  mouth  healed  in  a  fort¬ 
night,  at  which  time  the  new  teeth  in  the 
lower  jaw  continued  faft  in  their  focket. 
I  did  not  fee  the  child  for  fix  weeks,  when, 
to  my  great  furprize,  I  obferved  a  new 
tooth  juft  (hooting  through  the  gum  in  the 
upper  jaw,  in  the  place  of  one  of  the  teeth 
that  had  dropped  out,  this  grew  very  faft, 
and  was  foon  followed  by  another,  both 
which  became  firm  and  ferviceable.  Thus 
has  this  child  had  three  different  growths 
of  teeth  in  her  upper  jaw,  before  (he  was 
five  years  old,  an  inftance  I  believe  occur¬ 
ring  but  feldom  $  and,  if  it  may  be  deemed 
'  N  3  of 
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of  fufficient  moment  to  merit  a  place  in 
your  collection,  the  infertion  of  it  will  add 
an  obligation  to 


To ur  mojl  obedient  Servant . 
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XXL  The  good  Effects  of  large  Dofes  of 
Muflc  in  a  convulfive  Difeafe ,  by  Dr. 
Owen,  Phyfician  at  Shrewfbury.  Com¬ 
municated  by  Dr .  Ruffell.  Read  July, 
1766.  4  ■  ' 

"\  /fISS  *  *  *,  a  young  lady  of  a  fpright- 
1_VJL  ly  difpofition,  in  the  feventeenth 
year  of  her  age,  happening,  the  beginning 
of  January  1760,  to  be  at  the  Salop  infir¬ 
mary,  was  induced,  out  of  curiofity,  toge¬ 
ther  with  three  other  young  ladies  of  her 
acquaintace,  to  receive  the  electrical  fhock. 
They  ]oined  hands,  and  received  a  flight 
ftroke,  from  a  charged  phial  of  eight  ounces. 
No  other  than  the  ufual  effects  were  obferv- 
ed  at  that  time,  but  three  hours  after,  Mift 
*  *  *  felt  two  or  three  fhocks,  accompa¬ 
nied  with  the  fame  fenfation,  and,  in  all 
refpeCts,  fimilar  to  thofe  £he  had  received 
from  the  phial,  except  that  they  were  by 
no  means  fo  flrong. 

Thefe  very  flight  cohvulfiom  recurred 
once  or  twice  a  day  ;  no  particular  periods 

were  obferved,  and  fometimes  a  whole  day 

* 
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intervened  between  each  fit.  They  were 
not  particularly  taken  notice  of  until  the 
beginning  of  March,  when  they  were  ob- 
ferved  by  her  father,  an  eminent  attorney 
of  this  town,  who  imputed  them  to  an  ill 
habit  which  fhe  had,  by  fome  means  or 
other,  acquired. 

From  this  time,  her  convuljions  gradu¬ 
ally  became  dronger,  and,  in  the  beginning 
of  April,  her  father,  being  informed  of  the 
fnppofcd  caufe  of  them,  defired  that  I  would 
attend  her. 

The  primes  vies  being  fird  cleanfed,  fine 
was  put  on  a  courfe  of  medicine,  confiding 
of  fetid  gums,  with  caftor,  and  oleum  Juccini 
in  the  form  of  pills,  which  were  wafhed 
down  with  draughts  containing  ten  grains 
of  mujky  and  fixty  drops  of  the  volatile 
tindure  of  valerian.  The  difeafe  increafed 
faff.  Opium,  and  like  wife  Frobenius’s 
aether,  both  internally  and  externally,  as 
many  antifpafmodics  as  I  could  think  of, 
with  bidders,  &c.  were  tried  but  in  vain. 
The  bark,  feel,  and  valerian,  together 
with  the  cold- bath,  were  of  no  fervice.  In 
thp  beginning  of  May,  her  convulfions  had 

increafed 
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increafed  to  fuch  a  degree,  that  I  was  ve<* 
ry  apprehenfive  of  her  being  taken  off  in 
one  of  them.  Her  fits  always  began  with 
a  difagreeable,  rather  than  painful,  fenfa- 
tion  at  her  ftomach  ;  almoft  at  the  fame 
ipftant  her  mouth  and  all  her  features  be¬ 
came  diftorted.  Her  head  was  fuddenly 
and  violently  drawn  down  to  her  bread:,  as 
in  the  emprojlhotonos  $  and  the  next  moment 
backwards,  as  in  the  opijlhotonos .  Her  legs, 
arms,  and  in  fhort  every  mufcle  of  her  bo¬ 
dy,  at  one  time  or  other  of  the  fit,  feemed 
to  be  violently  agitated,  and  became  fpaf* 
medically  contradfed. 

Her  paroxyfm  ufed  to  continue  ten  or 
fifteen  minutes,  at  the  decline  of  which, 
as  if  nature  was  quite  exhaufted  or  over¬ 
powered,  her  mufcles  became  at  once  re¬ 
laxed,  and  fhe  fell  into  an  by fl eric  fit  of 
crying,  which  was  fucceeded  by  a  comfort¬ 
able  deep. 

She  generally  awoke  faintifh  and  low- 
fpirited,  complaining  much  of  great  fore- 
nefs,  efpecially  of  her  breaft:  and  domach, 
the  effedts  of  the  violent  fpafms .  Her 
pulfe  was  at  all  times  fmall,  the  catamenia 

went 
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went  on  regularly,  both  as  to  time  and 
to  quantity,  and  the  urine  was  generally 
pale.  Thefe  fits  returned,  for  the  mod 
part,  three  or  four  times  a  day,  though  (he 
fometimes  efcaped  them  two  or  three  days 
together.  They  were  more  frequent  and 
more  fevere,  when  the  weather  was  damp, 
and  the  barometer  low. 

Having  unfuccefsfully  tried  fuch  things 
as  I  thought  mod  likely  to  relieve,  having 
obferved  the  difeafe  gradually  to  increafe, 
and  finding  it  now  at  fuch  a  height  as 
threatened  the  life  of  my  unhappy  patient ; 
I  determined  to  try  very  large  quantities  of 
miijk ,  and,  experience  having  taught  me 
that  this  drug  might  be  given  to  great  ad¬ 
vantage  in  much  larger  dofes  than  it  is 
generally  prefcribed,  I  ordered  half  a  drachm 
to  be  taken  every  four  hours  in  the  form  of 
a  bolus,  and  to  be  wa(hed  down  with  a  vola¬ 
tile  julep.  It  was  highly  pleafing,  as  well 
as  furprifing,  to  obferve  the  good  effects  of 
this  medicine  :  it  was  no  fooner  in  her  (lo¬ 
in  ach,  than  the  fit,  at  the  beginning  of 
which  the  firft  dofe  was  taken,  began  to 
abate,  and  in  a  minute  or  two  imirely  went 

off. 
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off.  The  three  or  four  fucceeding  ones 
were  very  flight,  and  in  four  days  fhe  was 
intirely  free  from  them.  She  now  began 
to  be  tired  of  her  bolus,  and  I  confented 
that  it  fliould  be  taken  but  twice  a  day* 
In  a  week  more  it  was  intirely  omitted. 
She  continued  perfectly  well  for  upwards  of 
a  month,  during  which  time  fhe  took  a 
bitter  tindture  of  the  bark,  and  had  recourfe 
to  the  cold-bath.  Her  difeafe  then  return¬ 
ed,  but  with  much  lefs  violence  than  be¬ 
fore,  and  it  was  again  removed  by  the 
mufk.  She  relapfed  three  or  four  different 
times,  and  was  as  often  recovered  by  the 
fame  medicine.  After  this,  fhe  enjoyed 
an  uninterrupted  ftate  of  health  till  Decem¬ 
ber  1763,  when  the  concern,  occafioned  by 
the  death  of  a  tender  and  affectionate  mo¬ 
ther,  brought  on  her  the  old  complaint  , 
it  was  however  removed  as  ufual,  though 
not  in  lefs  than  a  week's  time,  yet  her  fpafms 
abated  from  the  beginning.  She  continued 
from  this  time  to  have  very  flight  attacks, 
once  in  a  fortnight  or  three  weeks  3  but 
they  always  gave  way  to  the  mujk ,  which 
fhe  took  care  fhould  be  in  readinefs. 


In 
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In  October  ''1765  fhe  went  to  Bath. 
Daring  the  firft  month  of  her  drinking  the 
waters,  fhe  continued  to  have  frequent, 
though  very  flight,  attacks  of  her  difeafe. 
In  the  middle  of  December,  fhe  began  to 
bathe.  The  day  fucceeding  that  on  which 
fhe  firft  bathed,  fhe  was  feized  with  one  of 
the  moft  fevere  fits  fhe  ever  had ;  but,  as 
ufual,  it  was  foon  removed  by  the  mujk . 
From  that  time  fhe  has  been  free  from 
complaints.  She  continued  to  bathe  and 
drink  the  waters  till  the  beginning  of  laft 
month,  and  is  now  returned  home  in  per¬ 
fect  health. 

Shrewfbury,  12th  pRYCE  CWEN. 

of  June,  1766. 
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XXII.  An  Account  of  fome  Experiments 
made  with  the  DecoBion  of  the  Root  of 
the  Mezereon,  in  Cafes  of  Venereal  Nodes  • 
by  Alexander  Ruflfell,  M.  Z).  F.  R,  S.  and 
Phyfician  to  St.  Thomas’s  Hofpital. 
Read  * 

GENTLEMEN , 

O  thofe  who  are  acquainted  with  the 
difficulty  often  met  with  in  the 
cure  of  venereal  nodes,  and  the  painful  ope¬ 
ration  fometimes  neceffary  for  that  purpofe, 
I  flatter  myfelf  that  an  account  of  a  Ample 
medicine,  which,  for  fome  years  paft,  I 
have  ufed  with  fuccefs  in  that  complaint, 
will  not  be  unacceptable.  The  paper,  there¬ 
fore,  which  I  have  written  on  that  fubjedt, 

I  take  the  liberty  to  lay  before  you,  in  or¬ 
der  to  it’s  being  publifhed  in  your  next 
volume  of  Medical  Obfervations  and  Inqui¬ 
ries ,  if  it  ihall  meet;  with  your  approbation. 

The 

*  This  paper  was  read  in  the  fociety  the  5th  of 
May  1766,  but  as  the  publication  of  this  volume 
was  delayed.  Dr.  RufFel  made  fome  additions,  which 
were  read  the  12th  of  January  1767. 
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The  medicine  I  mean  is  a  decodtion  of 
the  root  of  the  mezereon ,  a  flowering  flirub 
common  in  our  gardens,  and  eafily  cultiva¬ 
ted  ;  it  came  to  us  from  Germany,  and  was 
not  known  to  be  a  native  of  this  country,  ' 
.till  a  few  years  ago  that  it  was  found  in  fome 
woods  near  to  Andover  in  Hampshire. 

It  is  the  Daphne  Jloribus  fejjilibus  ternis 
caulinis,  foliis  lanceolatis  deciduis.  Lin.  Spec. 
Plant.  357.  Thyme  la  a  laurijclia  decidua , 
five  laureola  fcemina .  Tournefort  Inft. 
R.  H.  595.  In  Englifli  mezereon . 

In  the  Englifli  gardens  there  are  two 
kinds,  one  with  a  peach-coloured  flower 
fucceeded  by  red  fruit ;  the  other  with  a 
white  flower  fucceeded  by  yellow  berries^, 
which  fome  have  reckoned  to  be  only  an 
accidental  difference,  but  Mr.  Miller  be¬ 
lieves  them  to  be  two  diftindt  fpecies ;  how¬ 
ever,  both  have  been  ufed  indifcriminately 
in  the  following  cafes,  and  no  fenfible  dif¬ 
ference  obferved. 

The  root  of  this  flirub  confifts  of  a  cor¬ 
tical  and  woody  part,  the  former  while  re¬ 
cent,  is  what  has  been  hitherto  ufed,  and  ga¬ 
thered  as  wanted  $  but,  have  fome  reafon 

to 
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to  think,  that  what  is  gathered  in  the  depth 
of  winter  is  not  fo  good,  the  cortical  part 
at  that  time,  being  thinner  and  not  fo 
juicy  If  chewed,  it  is  not  at  firft  pungent 
to  the  tafte,  but  after  a  little  time  is  great¬ 
ly  fo,  and  the  difagreeable  Jlimulus  in  the 
fauces  lafts  for  many  hours.  The  internal  or 
woody  part  of  the  root  has  but  little  tafte. 

The  firft  trial  which  I  made  of  the  //#?- 
zereon  was,  about  the  beginning  of  the  year 
1760,  in  a  very  compounded  decodtion  ■f', 
recommended  to  me  as  efficacious  in  re¬ 
moving  fuch  venereal  nodes  and  ncxfturnal 

pains 

*  I  am  informed  by  the  gardener,  who  has  furnifhed 
the  hofpital  with  this  root,  that  this  thicknefs  of  the 
cortical  part  is  alfo  influenced  by  the  foil  in  which 
the  plant  grows  ;  that  in  a  light  foil  being  the  bed, 
and  that  in  a  ftony  foil  the  thinned 
f  R  Rad.  farfaparil.  incif. 

Raf.  fantal  rubr .  aa  ^  vi 

Lign.  rhodij 
Guajac. 

Safafr.  aa  %  ij 
Radio,  mezerei 

Glycyrrhiz .  a  a  %  i 
Semin,  coriandr.  I  fi 
Antimon .  crud.  ( in  nodul.  Ugat.)  tv 
Aq.  font  an.  ft>  xx 

Goq .  ad  tbxae  cola .  Dof.  Ife  j  Ur  m  die. 
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pains  as  had  withdood  a  falivation.  Find¬ 
ing  this  anfwer  beyond  my  expectation,  I 
tried  the  fame  decoction  for  nodes  before 
a  falivation,  and  found  it  equally  fuccefs- 
ful*.  Being  now  thoroughly  fatisfied,  with 
regard  to  the  efficacy  of  the  decoction  in 
the  form  originally  recommended  to  me,  I 
refolved  upon  a  trial  of  the  mezereon  root 
in  one  more  fimple,  as  it  was  the  only  me¬ 
dicine  in  the  compofition,  whofe  effects 
I  was  before  acquainted  with  ;  and  ac¬ 
cordingly  I  joined  to  it  the  farfapariila 
only  in  this  manner  : 

R  Rad ,  farfaparil  incif.  gviij 
Cort.  radio .  mezerei  recent .  §j 
Aq. font  an.  cong.  ij 

Coq.  ad  cong.  j.  ac  cola.  Sumantur  quotidie 
Jbij  part  it  is  baujlibus . 

And,  as  this  decoction  was  found  to  an¬ 
fwer  equally  well  with  the  other,  it  was 

foon 

* 

*  It  it  proper  to  obferve  here,  that,  though  no  mer¬ 
cury  was  .ufed  till  the  node  was  difperfed,  in  order  to 
make  a  fair  trial  of  the  deco&ion,  yet  fuch  patients 
were  put  under  a  mercurial  courfe  afterwards. 
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foon  changed  to  the  following,  whereby  no 
doubt  can  remain,  to  which  of  the  many 
ingredients  the  principal  efficacy  is  to  be 
attributed. 

.•  1  ' 

R  Corf .  radio,  mezerei  recent .  %]. 

Aq.  font  an.  cong.  jf$. 

Coc .  ad  cong .  j.  fub  fin .  addend .  rad.  glycyr - 
rhiz.  incifi  §j.  dos.  Ibft  quater  in  die 

In  this  Ample  form,  I  have  prefcribed  it 
for  above  thefe  two  years,  and  have  had 
the  pleafure  to  find  it  equally  efficacious 
with  the  others.  This  deco&ion  is  not 
naufeous  to  the  tafte,  and  I  have  not  found 
it  to  difagree  with  any  ftomach  or  confti- 

k  -r-  y  (  r  x  \  ’ 

*  It  may  not  be  unnecefiary  to  mention  here,  that 
the  woody  part  of  the  root,  in  place  of  being  thrown 
away,  has  of  late  been  added  to  the  other  ingre¬ 
dients,  and  that  the  decodlion  has  ufually  been 
made  in  a  copper  pot,  well  tinned  without  a  cover, 
and  upon  a  moderate  fire.  I  have  tried  to  increafe  the 
quantity  of  the  mezereon  to  double,  but  found  it  too 
pungent,  and  that  no  ftomach  could  bear  it ;  fome  few 
ftomachs  will  bear  a  fmall  augmentation,  but  I  am. 
convinced  from  experience,  that  the  proportion  in 
the  above  prefcription  is  the  beft. 

Vol.  Ill,  O 


tution* 


1-94  Medical  Obfervaiiom  and  Inquiries 

tution  ;  nor  have  I,  upon  the  flrided  in-* 
quiry,  obferved  that  it  fenfibly  increafes 
any  of  the  fecretions,  more  than  the  fame 
quantity  of  any  fmall  liquor  would  do 
Patients,  under  a  courfe  of  this  deeodion,4 
Save  not  ufually  been  confined  to  any  par¬ 
ticular  regimen,  more  than  to  live  upon 
plain  food,  and  to  avoid  exceffes  of  every 
kind  :  the  common  diet  of  the  hofpital* 
confiding  chiefly  of  broth  spd  boiled  mut¬ 
ton,  is  what  has  in  general  been  recom¬ 
mended  ‘y  but,  as  fuch  patients  are  not 
ufually  the  mod  regular,  I  have  reafon  to 
believe  that  thefe  rules  have  not  always 
been  dridly  obferved. 

The  difeafe,  for  which  I  principally  re¬ 
commend  the  decodion  of  the  mezerem 
root  as  a  cure,  is  the  venereal  node,  that 
proceeds  from  a  thickening  of  the  mem* 
brane  of  the  bones,  which  appears  to  be- 
the  caufe  of  the  greated  part  of  thofe  tu¬ 
mors,  at  lead  when  recent ;  when  there  is 
an  exojlojis ,  I  am  afraid  nothing  is  to  be  ex- 

peded 

'■  < 

%  Since  writing  the  above  I  have  found  it  to  prove 
laxative  in  two  cafes,;  where  the  patients  wore  eafily 
moved,  • 
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pedted  from  it  ;  and,  when  the  bone  is  cari¬ 
ous,  no  cure  is  to  be  expected  without  an 
exfoliation ;  but,  even  in  this  laid  cafe,  it 
will  fometimes  difperfe  the  tumor.  See 
Cafes  XV.  and  XVI. 

In  a  thickening  of  the  periofeum  from 
other  caufes,  I  have  feen  very  good  effects 
from  it  5  and  it  is  frequently  of  fervice 
in  the  removal  of  thofe  nocturnal  pains* 
with  which  venereal  patients  are  afflicted* 
though  in  this  laft  cafe,  excepting  with 
regard  to  the  pain  that  is  occafioned  by  the 
node,  I  own  I  have  not  found  it’s  affedts 
fo  certain,  as  I  at  fir/t  thought  I  had  reafon 
to  believe  it.  A  very  few  dofes  however 
of  the  Jublima4e  Joint ion,  joined  to  it,  fel- 
dom  fail  to  remove  them. 

I  do  not  find  it  of  fervice  in  the  cure  of 
any  other  fymptoms  of  the  venereal  difeafe, 
and  therefore  commonly  add  mercurial 
medicines,  when  there  are  any  fuch  ;  and 
think  the  fiibL  foL  fometimes  affifts  it  in 
difperfing  nodes  ;  but  whether  the  fmall 
quantity  of  mercury,  that  I  have  fo  often 
given  by  way  of  fecurity,  after  the  re¬ 
moval  of  the  nodes,  when  they  were  un- 

O  2  attended 
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attended  with  other  fymptoms,  was  necef- 
fary,  I  confefs  I  am  apt  to  doubt,  as  I  have 
not  yet  found,  that  they  have  returned,  in 
thofe  cafes  where  it  was  omitted. 

So  much  I  think  myfelf  warranted  from 
experience  to  fay  of  this  medicince  ;  how  far 
my  opinion  may  be  well  founded  I  fubrnit 
to  the  reader,  after  he  has  perufed  the  few 
following  cafes  feledted  from  many  others, 
as  the  lead  complicated  and,  being  hofpital 
patients,  moft  under  public  inlpedtion. 

It  it  probable  that  others,  before  me, 
may  have  reduced  the  medicine  to  the  fame 
fimple  form.  But,  that  this  has  adtually 
happened,  I  have  not  yet  learned,  except 
in  the  Angle  inftance  of  my  worthy  friend 
Dr.  Fothergill,  who,  upon  my  communi¬ 
cating  to  him  fome  of  the  following  cafes, 
acquainted  me  that  he  had  for  fome  years 
ufed  it  Amply  with  fuccefs. 

Walbrook,  ift  j  am ,  Gentlemeny 

of  January  1767.  Tour  mojl  obedient , 

humble  fervant , 

Alexander  Russell. 

CASE 
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CASE  I. 

John  Soans  was  admitted  into  the  cut¬ 
ting  ward  of  St.  Thomas’s  hofpital,  on 
the  26th  of  January  1764,  with  the  joint 
of  the  elbow  fo  ftiff  from  an  apparent 
thickening  of  the  membranes ,  that  he  had 
not  the  leaft  power  of  moving  it. 

The  account  he  gave  of  himfelf  was, 
that  the  firft  appearance  of  this  complaint 
was  attended  with  feveral  fymptoms  of  the 
lues  venerea ,  but  which  had  been  removed, 
fome  months  ago,  by  falivation. 

He  began  the  ufe  of  the  decoB.  farfte 
cum  7nezereo  on  the  28th  of  January,  and 
the  ceratum  mercuriale ,  which  for  fome 
time,  had  been  applied  to  the  joint,  was 
continued. 

On  the  27th  of  March  following,  he 
was  difmiffed  from  the  hofpital  as  perfedlly 
well,  without  the  ufe  of  any  other  medicine. 
However,  for  farther  fecurity,  I  made  him 
an  out  patient,  and  ordered  the  Joint.  Jiib- 
limat .  *  to  be  continued  for  a  few  weeks. 

O  ?  CASE 

*  As  this  medicine  is  often  mentioned  in  the  fol¬ 
lowing  cafes,  I  think  it  necefiary,  here  to  give  the  pre- 
fciprtion,  in  order  to  be  well  underftood  ; 

R  Menu 

/ 

'  1 

/ 
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CASE  IL 

A  young  man,  whofe  name  I  have  for¬ 
gotten,  was  admitted  a  patient  into  St. 
Thomas’s  hofpital,  for  a  cough,  flight  fe¬ 
ver,  and  pain  in  his  breafi.  Upon  exami¬ 
nation,  a  hard  tumor,  like  a  node,  about 
the  fize  and  fhape  of  half  a  very  fmall 
orange,  was  difcovered  upon  the  jiernum . 
He  had  then  no  venereal  complaints,  and 
affirmed  that  he  never  had  any.  This  tu¬ 
mor  he  faid  was  of  fome  months  ftanding. 

The  cough  and  fever  being  mitigated  by 
bleeding  and  the  other  ufual  means,  he  be¬ 
gan  the  ufe  of  the  deccff.  farfce  cum  meze- 
reo y  and  in  lefs  than  two  months  was  dif- 
charged  cured,  without  the  affi fiance  of  any 
other  medicine. 

R  Met' cur.  corrcfw.  fubllm.  gr.  viij. 

Spirit .  vini  ten .  ftjj  M. 

The  dofe  is  one  table  fpoonful,  twice  a  day,  in  a 
draught  of  barley  water  ;  and  this  is  always  the  dofe 
meant,  when  net  otherwife  exprefied. 


CASE 
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CASE  III. 

Lawrence  Key  ton,  between  30  and  40 
years  of  age,  was  admitted  into  Kings 
ward,  the  2d  of  May  1765,  for  the  cure  of 
what  he  called  a  rheum atifrn.  Upon  ex¬ 
amination,  he  was  found  to  have  the  ve¬ 
nereal  difeafe  of  many  months  handing. 
The  fymptoms  were  a  confiderable  thick¬ 
ening  in  the  joints  of  the  wrifts,  forming 
a  knotty  tumor,  as  if  the  carpal  bones  had 
been  conhderably  enlarged  ;  a  thickening 
of  the  membrane  at  each  elbow,  a  mufcu- 
Jar  fwelling  on  the  left  arm,  a  large  painful 
node,  remarkably  hard,  on  the  right  hu¬ 
meral  bone,  and  violent  nodlurnal  pains  in 
his  head  and  limbs. 

On  the  14th  of  May,  he  began  the  ufe 
of  the  decoB .  mezerei ,  and,  by  the  25th 
of  June,  the  fwelling  and  pain  in  the  wrifts 
and  elbows,  were  almoft  gone  ;  a  ftubborri 
ulcer  having  broken  out  upon  the  upper 

lip  and  fpread  towards  the  nofe,  the  cin¬ 
nabar-fumigation  was  ordered  to  check  it’s 
prQgrefs,  as  we  inclined  to  fee  what  the 

O  4  decoction 
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decodion  alone  would  do  towards  the  com* 
plete  removal  of  the  fwellings.  By  the  17th 
of  July,  the  tumors  of  the  wrifts  and  elbows 
were  intirely  reduced,  but  the  ulcer  ftill 
remained,  though  checked  in  it’s  progrefs 
by  the  fumigation.  The  mufcular  fwell- 
ing  on  the  left  arm,  and  node  on  the  right, 
remained  as  at  firft.  He  was  then  faliva- 
ted  by  undion,  but  though  he  fpit  freely 
the  ufual  time,  and  the  ulcer  and  mufcu¬ 
lar  fwelling  were  intirely  removed,  yet  no 
change  was  made  upon  the  tumor  on  the 
right  humeral  bone.  Upon  a  careful  exa¬ 
mination,  this  was  judged  to  be  an  exof- 
tofis  ;  but,  as  it  then  gave  him  no  pain, 
and  he  was  free  from  all  the  other  fymp- 
toms,  he  was  difcharged  from  the  hofpital 

the  2 2d  of  Augufl  1765. 

*•  »  ; 

C  A  S  E  IV. 

.  ,  **  (  '  •  - ...  t 

Thomas  Williams,  aged  about  30,  of  a 
thin  habit,  was  admitted  a  patient  into 
Edward’s  ward  the  2d  of  May  1765,  for 
the  cure  of  a  violent  head-ach  and  pains  in 
his  limbs,  chiefly  affeding  him  in  the 

night ; 

1  1 
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night  $  upon  examination,  two  nodes,  each 
the  iize  of  half  a  walnut,  were  difcovered 
upon  the  cranium  \  all  thefe  fymptoms  were 
of  a  year’s  ftanding  and  he  had  taken  many 
medicines  ineffectually.  He  never  had 
had  any  other  fymptoms  of  the  venereal 
difeafe. 

The  4th  of  May,  he  began  the  ufe  of 
the  decoB .  mezerei ,  and  the  cerat.  mercu¬ 
rial.  was  applied  to  the  nodes.  In  this 
courfe  he  continued  till  the  25th  of  June, 
when  he  was  difcharged  the  hofpital  free 
from  all  his  complaints  I  advifed  him, 
however,  to  continue  the  decoCtion  fome 
time  longer,  and  made  him  an  out  patient 
for  that  purpofe. 

On  the  26th  of  December  following, 
he  called  upon  me  at  the  hofpital,  faid  he 
had  continued  the  ufe  of  the  deco&ion 
for  a  month,  as  an  out  patient,  but  had 
never  felt  the  lead:  diforder  fince  his  dif- 
miffion.  He  was  now  grown  fatter  and 
his  looks  were  fo  much  altered  for  the 
better,  that  I  did  not  recolleCt  him  till  he 
told  me  who  he  was. 


CASE 
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CASE  V. 

Edward  Scott,  aged  24  years,  was  ad¬ 
mitted  as  a  venereal  patient  into  Naples’s 
ward,  the  25th  of  July  1765.  The  ac¬ 
count  he  gave  of  himfeif  was,  that,  about 
three  years  before,  he  had  had  a  gonorrhoea 
virulenta ,  but  had  got  well  of  it  in  a  few 
weeks  and  remained  fo  for  fome  few 
months,  when  he  began  to  complain  of 
pains  in  his  limbs,  and  about  a  year  ago, 
he  iirft  difcovered  a  fwelling  on  the  left 
fhin.  The  node  now  appeared  to  be  very 
large  and  his  pains  were  fo  violent,  that 
he  neither  flept  himfeif  in  the  night,  nor 
fuffered  others  in  the  ward  to  fleep,  from 
his  complaining* 

On  the  27th  of  July,  he  began  to  drink 
the  decoB .  mezerei  •  in  a  few  days  his  pains 
were  mitigated,  by  the  27th  of  Auguft 
they  were  intirely  removed,  and  little  of 
the  node  remained,  though,  for  the  lafl 
week,  he  had  been  very  irregular,  both  in 
taking  his  decodlion,  and  in  his  manner  of 
living* . 

•  "  Oil 
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On  the  3d  of  September,  he  was  dis¬ 
charged  from  the  hofpital  free  from  com¬ 
plaint. 

I  would  willingly  have  perfuaded  this 
man  to  continue  the  medicine  fome  time 
longer,  or  to  ufe  the  fublimate  by  way  of 
fecurity,  which,  from  his  preffing  to  be 
falivated  at  his  firft  adrniffion,  I  imagined 
he  would  have  complied  with  ;  but  he  an- 
fwered,  that,  being  now  quite  well,  he 
would  take  nothing  more,  but,  in  cafe  of 
any  return  of  his  complaints,  he  would 
come  to  me.  Now,  as  I  have  beared  no 
more  of  him,  I  conclude  there  was  no 
return. 

CASE  VI. 

Thomas  Cain,  aged  about  25  years,  was 
admitted  a  patient  into  king’s  ward,  the  5th 
of  September  1765,  for  a  pain  in  his  thigh 
.  and  leg.  Upon  examination,  a  fmall  pain¬ 
ful  node,  the  fize  of  half  a  hazel  nut, 
was  difcovered  on  the  upper  part  of  the 
bia ,  which  he  faid,  was  of  three  months 
ftanding.  He  had  had  the  '  lues  venerea 

about 
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about  twelve  months  before,  but  thought 
himfelf  cured.  This  node  and  a  violent 
pain  in  that  whole  limb  were  all  his  prefent 
complaints. 

He  began  the  ufe  of  the  decoffi.  mezerei 
on  the  7th  of  September,  and  continued  it 
regularly  till  the  if!  of  Odober,  by  which 
time  the  node  was  fo  reduced  as  to  be  felt 
with  difficulty,  and  his  pain  was  quite  gone. 
His  affairs  not  permitting  him  to  remain 
linger  in  the  hofpital,  he  was  made  an  out 
patient  ;  I  recommended  to  him  the  regular 
ufe  of  the  decodion  for  at  lead:  a  fortnight 
longer,  and  to  come  to  me  again  in  cafe  of 
any  return,  but  I  have  not  feen  him  fince. 

CASE  VII. 

,  %  •  ,  \ .  % , 

/  • 

Thomas  Duff,  drummer  in  the  13th  re¬ 
giment,  aged  about  30  years,  was  admitted 
into  George’s  ward  in  St.  Thomas’s  hofpi¬ 
tal  on  the  24th  of  April  1766. 

The  account  he  gave  of  his  complaints 
was,  that  he  contraded  the  venereal  difeafe 
about  the  latter  end  of  the  year  1764,  and 
had  a  bubo  opened  in  his  groin  in  Janu¬ 
ary 


/ 
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ary  1765,  but  that,  by  the  ufe  of  mercuri¬ 
al  medicines,  though  without  falivation,  his 
complaints  were  removed,  and  he  remain¬ 
ed  apparently  well  till  the  June  following, 
when,  after  a  long  fatiguing  march,  he 
complained  of  an  excruciating  head-ach  and 
chiefly  in  the  night :  foon  after  this,  a  fwel- 
ling  appeared  upon  the  cheek-bone  under 
the  right  eye,  and  his  head-ach  fomewhat 
abated  3  about  two  months  after,  another 
tumor  of  the  fame  kind  appeared  over  the 
left  orbit,  feveral  others,  in  a  little  time, 
were  found  upon  the  cranium ,  and  about 
three  weeks  before  his  admiffion  he  had 
obferved  a  confiderable  tumor  on  the  left 
fhin-bone  3  he  had  taken  many  medicines, 
but  the  fwellings  Hill  grew  larger  and  his 
ftrength  decreafed  daily. 

The  following  is  an  account  of  the  date 
I  found  him  in  upon  his  admiffion  to  the 
hofpital,  viz .  one  large  tumor  about  the 
fize  of  half  a  fmall  orange  in  the  middle 
.of  the  os  frontis ,  and  on  each  fide  of  it, 
was  another  about  the  fize  of  half  a  wal¬ 
nut  3  on  the  fagittal  future  were  two  other 
tumors,  one  the  fize  of  half  a  pullet’s  egg,  the 

other 
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other  fomewhat  fmaller  ;  ail  thefe  were 
of  the  natural  colour  of  the  fkin,  and  not 
painful  to  the  touch.  The  large  one  felt 
fomewhat  foft  in  the  middle,  as  did  alfo 
one  of  thofe  upon  the  fagittal  future  5  the 
others  were  hard.  Upon  the  riling  of  the 
right  cheek-bone  near  the  orbit  >  was  a 
tumor  the  fize  of  a  walnut,  and  over  the 
left  orbit  was  another  fimilar  to  it.  The 
teguments  over  thefe  lad:  were  fomewhat 
red  and  inflamed,  and,  upon  examination, 
feveral  were  of  opinion  that  they  contained 
a  fluid.  The  node  on  the  left  tibia  was 
near  the  middle  of  the  bone,  about  three 
inches  long  ;  rofe  confiderably,  and  was  as 
hard  to  the  touch  as  any  other  part  of  the 
bone. 

To  this  muft  be  added,  that  the  man 
was  greatly  emaciated,  and  fo  much  weak- 
ened  that  he  could  hardly  walk ;  that  his 
pulfe  was  lower  and  quicker  than  natural, 
and  that  he  was  much  troubled  with  noc¬ 
turnal  pains. 

Under  all  thefe  unpromifmg  fymptoms, 
he  began  the  ufe  of  the  decoB.  ?nezerei  on 
the  26th  of  April  1766,  By  the  20th  of 

May, 
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May,  the  tumors  were  all  diminished,  and 
his  pains  were  fomewhat  abated.  Upon 
examining  his  head,  a  new  tumor  was  di£- 
eovered  towards  the  occiput ,  about  the  Size 
of  half  a  large  walnut,  which  felt  as  if  it 
contained  a  fluid. 

On  the  third  of  June,  he  was  directed  t& 
drink  daily  tf>ijfi  of  the  decodion,  and,  about 
this  time,  a  fmali  pimple  ^appeared  on  the 
tumor  over  the  left  eye,  which  came  to 
difcharge  fome  ichor ,  but  not  in  any  quan¬ 
tity  fo  as  could  be  fuppofed  fufficient  to 
evacuate  the  contents  of  the  tumor ;  and,  in 
a  few  days,  this  little  fore  dried  up  with¬ 
out  any  dreffing. 

On  the  17th  of  June*  half  a  Spoonful 
of  the  fol.  fublimat.  was  mixed  with  his 
daily  quantity  of  the  decodion,  but  having 
catched  cold,  and  complaining  of  a  pain  in. 
his  bread,  it  was  continued  but  two  days., 

By  the  beginning  of  July,  he  had  muck 
recovered  his  Strength  and  SleSb,  and  he 
looked  more  healthy ;  the  date  of  the  tu¬ 
mors  was  then  as  follows :  that  on  the 
tibia ,  thofe  near  the  orbits ,  the  two  final l 
ones  on  the  os  frontisy  the  lower  one  on 

ths 
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the  fagittal  future,  and  that  on  the  occiput , 
were  all  fo  reduced  as  fcarcely  to  be  felt. 
The  large  node  on  the  os  front  is,  and  that 
near  the  vertex,  did  not  exceed  one  half  of 
their  former  height^  yet  their  bafe  was  as 
at  firft,  and  they  felt  as  if  they  contained  a 
fluid.  His  pains  were  much  leflened,  but 
were  not  intirely  gone. 

During  this  time,  no  external  application 
had  been  ufed,  nor  any  internal  medicine 
taken,  except  what  has  been  mentioned, 
but  now  he  was  directed,  to  take  one  fpoon- 
ful  of  the  folut :  fublimat :  twice  a  day  along 
with  the  decoffi.  mezerei . 

On  the  15th  of  July,  the  large  node  on 
the  os  frontis ,  was  opened  $  it  contained  no 
fluid  but  the  pericranium  and  the  integu¬ 
ments  were  much  difeafed,  and  the  bone 
was  carious.  Hereupon,  he  found  it  necef- 
fary  to  remove  the  integuments  and  lay  the 
whole  extent  of  the  carious  bone  bare  for  ex¬ 
foliation. 

The  node  upon  the1  vertex  was  opened 
in  the  fame  manner,  a  few  days  after,  and 
the  bone  was  found  carious  as  in  the  other. 


No 
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No  veftige  now  remained  of  any  of  the 
Other  tumors,  but  the  patient  was  ordered 
to  continue  the  decoB .  mezefei  Ifeij.  with 
two  fpoonfuls  of  the  fublimate  folutioh  daily, 
and,  as  he  feemed  well  in  health,  he  was 
fuffered  to  go  abroad. 

About  the  latter  end  of  September,  an 
exfoliation  was  obtained  from  that  node 
which  was  opened  near  the  vertex ,  and  the 
other,  upon  the  os  frontis ,  feemed  in  a 
fair  way,  fo  that  he  took  ftill  greater  liber¬ 
ties  as  to  going  abroad,  and  his  medicines 
were  but  feldom  taken  for  thefe  few  laffc 
weeks  5  which  was  however  difregarded,  as 
he  feemed  fo  well,  till  towards  the  end  of 
October,  when  he  complained  of  a  pain  in 
his  arm  :  this  he  had  fometimes  done  be¬ 
fore  upon  change  of  weather,  but,  as  he 
had  had  a  rheumatic  pain  in  his  knee, 
which  gave  Way  to  a  blifler  and  a  few  do¬ 
les  of  Dover’s  fweating  powder,  it  was 
looked  upon  to  be  of  the  fame  kind. 

The  arm  was  now  examined,  and  a  thick¬ 
ening  of  the  humeral  bone,  a  little  above 
the  middle,  was  very  obfervable ;  it  exten¬ 
ded  quite  round  the  bone,  and  feemed  like 
Vol.  III.  P  an 
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an  overgrown  callus ,  but  was  larger  at  the 
anterior  and  pofterior  parts,  than  at  the 
fides  $  it  gave  him  no  pain  upon  preffure, 
but,  for  above  a  week,  had  been  very  pain¬ 
ful  in  the  night.  As  he  had  never  himfelf 
obferved  any  tumor,  it  is  not  poffible  to 
afcertain  how  long  it  had  been  there. 

He  was  now  ordered  the  aecodtion  made 
with  double  the  proportion  of  mezereon 
root,  but  his  ftomach  would  not  bear  it, 
fo  he  was  defired  to  drink  Ifeiij,  in  a  day, 
of  the  ufual  decodtion. 

On  the  i  ith  of  November,  the  tumor 
'  on  the  arm  was  leffened  $-a  fmall  quantity 
(3ft)  of  the  ung.  ccerul.  fort .  was  order¬ 
ed  to  be  rubbed  upon  the  affedted  arm 
every  night,  and  his  decodtion  continued. 
This  in  a  few  days  affedted  his  mouth,  and 
brought  on  a  fpitting,  which  was  encou¬ 
raged  by  the  continuance  of  the  fame  fmall 
quantity  of  mercurial  ointment,  with  fome 
few  intermiffions,  for  a  month,  continuing 
the  decodtion  to  feij  daily,  during  the 
whole  time. 

The  pain  in  the  arm  went  off,  a  few 
days  after  he  began  to  fpit,  and  the  node 

on 
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on  the  arm  was  gone  in  about  three 
week. 

On  the  24th  of  December,  an  exfolia¬ 
tion  caft  off  from  the  os  frontis ,  and  the 
man  is  in  perfed  good  health,  excepting 
the  fore. 

% 

CASE  VIII. 


James  Berry,  a  failor,  aged  29  years,  of 
a  ftrong  conftitution,  was  admitted  into  Ja¬ 
cob’s  ward  in  St.  Thomas’s  hofpital,  the 
15th  of  May  1766,  for  the  cure  of  an  in¬ 
termittent  fever.  About  the  20th  of  May, 
he  Ihewed  me  two  large  nodes,  each  of 
about  three  inches  in  length,  one  upon  the 
flat  fide  of  each  tibia ,  which,  he  faid,  he 
difcovered  fome  months  ago,  and  which 
gave  him  pain,  particularly  in  the  night. 
He  faid,  he  had  been  clapt  about  eighteen 
months  before,  but  that,  fince  he  was  cu¬ 
red,  he  had  never  had  any  venereal  com¬ 
plaint.  His  fever  being  by  this  time 
removed  by  the  ufual  methods,  the  deceit, 
mezerei  was  ordered,  by  the  ufe  of  which 
alone  the  tumors  were,  in  three  weeks, 
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reduced  to  lefs  Jthan  one  quarter  of  their 
former  fze,  and  his  pain  was  gone ;  but,  his 
fhip  being  almofi;  ready  to  fail,  I  could 
not  perfuade  him  to  remain  longer  in  the 
hofpital  >  fo  he  was  difmiffed  the  1 2th  of 
June,  but  made  an  out-patient,  that  he 
might  have  the  decodtion  during  the  {hip's 

%• 

CASE  IX. 

William  Turpin,  aged  34  years,  of  a 
thin  habit  of  body,  but  healthy,  was  ad¬ 
mitted  into  Henry's  ward  of  St.  Thomas’s 
hofpital,  the  5th  of  June  1766,  for  the 
cure  of  a  large  node  on  the  right  tibia y 
which  was  very  painful,  particularly  in  the 
night,  and  was  of  three  months  {landing  ;  in 
other  refpedls  he  was  in  perfedl  health. 

This  man  acknowledged  his  having  had 
a  virulent  gonorrhoea  about  nine  years  be¬ 
fore,  but  faid  that  he  had  been  perfectly 
well  ever  fince,  till  the  appearance  of  this 
node  ;  he  farther  faid,  that  he  had  been 
married  for  feveral  years,  and  that  his  wife 
never  had  any  complaints. 

He 

1  '  ‘  , 
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He  began  the  ufe  of  the  decoB .  mezere* 
the  5th  of  June,  and  by  the  id  of  July 

the  node  was  fo  far  reduced  as  not  to  be  vi- 

»  * 

fible,  but  a  fmall  thickening  was  dill  per¬ 
ceptible  to  the  touch.  The  pain  however, 
both  in  the  tumor  and  through  the  whole 
leg,  in  the  night  time,  he  faid  was  dill  very 
confiderable.  He  was  now  ordered  to  take 
one  fpoonful  of  the  fublimate  fo Iut ion,  twice 
a  day,  with  the  deco&ion,  and,  by  the  1 5th 
of  July,  he  was  intirely  free  from  all  com¬ 
plaints.  On  the  2 2d  of  July,  he  was  dif- 
miflfed  cured,  but  was  advifed  to  continue 
his  medicines  fome  time  longer,  and  for 
that  purpofe  made  an  out-patient. 

I  faw  him  about  fix  weeks  after,  and 
found  that  he  had  continued  well. 

CASE  X. 

#  \  »  ~ 

John  Hopcroft,  aged  39,  of  a  leuco- 
phlegmatic  habit,  was  admitted  into  Ja¬ 
cob’s  ward  in  St.  Thomas’s  hofpital,  the 
17th  of  July  1766.  The  account  this 
man  gave  of  himfelf  upon  a  dri&er  exa¬ 
mination  (for  at  fird  he  only  complained 
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of  a  rheumatifm,  and  was  treated  according*- 
iy)  was,  that  he  had  had  the  venereal 
difeafe  about  three  years  ago,  but  thought 
himfelf  cured,  having  never  had  any  com¬ 
plaints  lince,  that  were  fufpedted  to  be  of 
that  kind,  till  laid  Chrfflmas  ;  when  he 
fi,it  difcovered  three  fmall  rifings  on  his 
left  (bin,  and  was  much  afflicted  with  a 
pain  through  the  whole  of  that  leg,  par¬ 
ticularly  in  the  night,  which  had  continued 
ever  fince.  Upon  infpedtion,  three  hard 
tumors,  not  painful  to  the  touch,  were  dif- 
eovered  upon  the  left  tibia ;  the  largeft 
and  uppermost  about  the  fize  of  half  a 
fmall  walnut,  and  each  of  the  others  about 
that  of  half  a  hazel  nut. 

Gn  the  29th  of  July,  he  began  the  decoffi. 
mezerei  by  the  2d  of  September,  the 
pains  and  tumors  were  much  lefiened,  and, 
by  the  <pth  of  September  none  of  the  tu¬ 
mors  could  be  felt,  his  pains  were  alfo 
gone ;  the  Joint .  fublimat .  was  ordered  with 
the  decodi .  mezerei ,  and  he  was  difmifled 
as  cured  on  the  23d  of  September,  but  ad- 
vjfed  to  continue  his  medicines  for  a  fort¬ 
night  or  three  weeks  longer. 


CASE 
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CASE  XL 

Ann  Wilmot,  aged  32  years,  of  a  thin 
weakly  habit,  inclinable  to  a  he&ic  fever, 
with  night  fweats,  ever  fince  (he  had  a 
hamoptoe ,  about  four  years  ago,  was  ad¬ 
mitted,  as  a  venereal  patient,  into  Sufan- 
nah’s  ward,  in,  St.  Thomas's  hofpital,  oa 
the  28th  of  Auguft  1766. 

Her  account  was,  that,  about  fixteen 
months  before,  {he  had  fir  ft  obfer  ved  a 
running,  attended  with  fcalding  in  her  wa¬ 
ter,  and  a  great  forenefs ;  that,  foon  af¬ 
ter,  file  had  pains  in  her  head  and  limbs, 
in  the  night  time  particularly ;  that  file 
had  afterwards  a  fwelling  on  each  of  her 
{hins,  and  that  all  thefe  complaints  ftill 
fubfifted. 

She  was  much  emaciated,  very  weak, 
and  was  troubled  with  night  fweats  and 
pains,  which  broke  her  reft.  Upon 
examination,  a  large  hard  node,  of  about 
three  inches  in  length,  and  confiderably 
raifed,  was  obferved  upon  each  tibia ,  near 
jthe  middle  of  the  bone  5  the  middle 
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joint  of  the  fore  finger  of  the  right  hand 
was  confiderably  thickened  and  very  pain-r 
ful 3  and  a  hard  fwelling  likewife  attended 
with  pain  was  difcoyered  upon  the  meta¬ 
carpal  bones  of  the  fame  hand.  The  go¬ 
norrhoea  was  confiderable,  and  of  a  bad 
colour. 

On  the  30th  of  Auguft  1766,  fhe  began 
the  ufe  of  the  decoffi.  mezerei 3  a  fmall  dofe 
of  the  cortex  Peruvian :  was  ordered  twice 
a  day,  on  account  of  her  night  fweats 3 
and  flie  had  a  peltoral  linffus,  with  dia- 
codium ,  to  take  occafionally,  when  her 
cough  was  troublefome :  after  a  few  days, 
an  opiate ,  every  night,  was  likewife  pre- 
fcribed,  to  mitigate  the  violence  of  her  pain. 

This  courfe  was  continued  till  the  30th 
of  September,  by  which  time  her  night 
fweats  and  cough  were  removed,  the  fwell- 
ings  were  reduced  to  about  one  half  of  their 
former  fize,  and  the  pains,  along  the  fhin- 
bones,  were  fenfibly  leffened  3  but  fhe  flill 
complained  of  violent  pains  along  the  fibulae 
and  in  her  ancles,  which  laft  parts,  as  well 
£S  her  left  knee,  were  fwelled  and  painful 
to  the  touch. 

The 
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The  bark  and  peBoral  linBus  were  then 
omitted,  and  the  decoB .  mezerei ,  with  the 
opiate ,  only  ordered  to  be  continued. 

By  the  1 8  th  of  November,  notwithftand- 
ing  a  cohfiderable  interruption,  from  a 
peripneumony  with  which  fhe  was  feized 
fince  the  former  ftate,  the  node  on  the 
right  tibia  was  intirely  difperfed,  that  on 
the  left  was  not  vifible,  though,  upon 
touching,  a  fmall  thicknels  was  hill  to  be 
felt.  The  fwelling  in  the  joint  of  the 
finger  was  intirely  gone,  and  that  upon 
the  metacarpus  was  fcarce  perceptible.  Her 
pains  were  fenfibly  leffened,  the  cough  and 
fweats  were  no  longer  troublefome,  her 
looks  were  more  healthy,  and  her  ftrength 
fomewhat  recruited.  The  gonorrhoea  re¬ 
mained  much  as  at  firft. 

Half  a  fpoonful  of  the  fublimate  folu~ 
tion  was  then  ordered  once  a  day,  and  the 
decodtion  of  mezereon  was  continued,  by 
the  ufe  of  which,  in  a  week  more,  fhe 
was  free  from  complaint,  excepting  fome 
remains  of  the  gonorrhoea  ;  this  made  me 
defirous  that  (he  fhould  ufe  a  larger  dofe  of 

the 


2 1 8  Medical  Obfervations  and  Inquiries . 

the  fublimate  folution>  and  half  a  fpoonful 
was  directed  to  be  taken  twice  a  day. 

On  the  9th  of  December,  I  found  that, 
the  fublimate  having  made  her  very  lick, 
fhe  had  taken  it  but  very  feldom.  Half  a 
drachm  of  the  ung .  ccerul.  fort „  Pharm .  Lond . 
was  then  ordered  to  be  rubbed  upon  her 
legs  every  night,  which,  in  lefs  than  a 
week,  affedting  her  mouth,  made  her  im¬ 
patient,  and,  finding  herfelf  now  free  of 
all  complaints,  fhe  would  not  comply 
with  any  mercurial  courfe,  but  continued 
her  decodtion  till  the  23d  of  December* 
1766,  when  fhe  was  difcharged  from  the 
hofpital  cured. 

CASE  XII. 

John  Jelly,  aged  30  years,  was  admitted 
into  Naples’s  ward,  the  9th  of  Odtober 
1766,  as  a  venereal  patient. 

This  man,  according  to  his  account,  had 
been  falivated,  about  fixteen  months  be¬ 
fore,  on  account  of  fome  venereal  eruptions, 
and  remained,  to  appearance,  well  for  fix 
months,  about  which  time  he  firfl  difcover- 

ed 
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cd  a  fwelling  on  the  outfide  of  his  right 
arm,  juft  above  the  elbow  ;  foon  after  this 
he  obferved  alfo  a  fwelling  on  the  back  of 
his  right  hand.  For  thefe  complaints,  about 
four  months  ago,  he  applied,  as  an  out¬ 
patient,  to  this  hofpital,  where  he  had  been 
put  under  a  courfe  of  the  decodt.  mezerei , 
at  firft  alone,  and  afterwards  with  the  fub- 
limate  folution ,  but  though  he  had  taken 
his  medicines  regularly,  during  the  whole 
time,  he  had  reaped  no  benefit. 

Upon  examination,  a  confiderable  thick¬ 
ening,  to  appearance,  of  the  outer  extuber  ance 
of  the  right  os  humeri  was  difcovered,  reach¬ 
ing  from  the  joint  of  the  elbow,  about 
three  inches  upwards,  by  which  the  mo¬ 
tion  of  that  joint  was  much  obftrudted. 
On  the  metacarpus  of  the  fame  hand  there 
was  alfo  a  confiderable  tumor,  and  the 
joint  of  the  left  thumb,  next  to  the  meta¬ 
carpus ,  was  likewife  much  thickened. 
Thefe  tumors  were  not  painful  to  the 
touch,  unlefs  prefted  hard,  but  were  very 
uneafy  in  the  night  time. 

Notwithftanding  the  unfavourable  cir- 
fcumftances,  with  regard  to  the  mezereon , 
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in  the  preceding  narration,  yet,  confider- 
ing  the  irregular  life  of  fuch  patients, 
when  left  to  themfelves,  I  was  willing  to 
try  its  effeds,  when  aflifted  by  a  ftrider 
regimen  ;  I  accordingly,  on  the  1 1  th  of  Oc¬ 
tober,  direded  for  him  the  deco 51.  mezerei , 
and  that  he  fhould  confine  himfelf  to  a 
milk  diet. 

By  the  28th  of  Odober,  all  the  fwell- 
ings  were  reduced  to  lefs  than  half  of  their 
former  fize,  and  his  pains  greatly  leflened. 

On  the  1 8th  of  November,  the  thick¬ 
ening  on  the  arm,  was  fcarcely  to  be  felt, 
and  the  ufe  of  the  joint  was  completely 
reftored,  the  fwelling  of  the  joint  of  the 
thumb  was  gone,  and  his  pains  intirely 
removed,  but  there  was  ftill  a  vifible  tu¬ 
mor  on  the  metacarpus . 

December  the  2d,  nothing  remained  but 
a  fmall  thickening  of  the  hand  ;  he  was 
now  direded  to  increafe  the  quantity  of 
the  decodion  to  Jfciij  in  the  day. 

On  the  1 6th  of  December,  half  a 
drachm  of  the  ung.  ccerul.  fort,  was  or¬ 
dered  to  be  rubbed  upon  his  limbs  every 

night. 
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night,  particularly  upon  the  metacarpus, 
where  a  fmall  thickening  ftill  fubfifted. 
Having  myfwlf  been  indifpofed,  I  have 
not  feen  him  fince,  but  the  anfwer  I  had 
to  my  inquiry,  on  the  31ft  of  December, 
was,  that  he  complained  of  a  pain  in  his 
head,  but  that  in  other  refpeds  he  was 
well. 

1 

CASE  XIII  * 

Jane  Ramfey,  aged  about  20,  was  ad¬ 
mitted  into  Queen’s  ward,  St.  Thomas’s 
hofpital,  the  21ft  of  June  1764,  for  the 
cure  of  a  large  node  on  the  tibia,  noctur¬ 
nal  pains  in  her  head  and  limbs,  ^and  fome 
venereal  eruptions ;  fhe  began  the  ufe  of 
the  decotf .  farfce  cum  mezereo  the  23d  of 
June,  and  the  ceratum  mercuriale  was  ap¬ 
plied  to  the  node,  but  finding  that  fhe 

could 

*  This  cafe,  on  account  of  the  fublimates  being 
given  during  the  greateft  part  of  the  time  along  with 
the  deco&ion,  was  not  intended  to  be  publifhed,  till 
the  woman  being  again  received  into  the  hofpi¬ 
tal,  gave  an  opportunity  of  knowing  whether  the 
efFe&s  were  lading,  and  made  me  imagine  it  would 
not  be  improper. 
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could  not  fpare  time  for  a  mercurial  courfe, 
when  the  node  fhould  be  removed  by  the 
deco&ion,  I  was  obliged  to  add  the  folution 
oi  fublimate  along  with  it ;  her  complaints 
gradually  went  off,  and,  on  the  30th  of 
Auguft,  fhe  was  difcharged  from  the  hof- 
pital  cured  ;  having  taken  her  medicines 
regularly,  excepting  for  about  one  week 
when  fhe  had  a  flight  fever,  which  occa- 
iloned  their  being  omitted. 

This  woman  was  again  admitted  ta 
Magdalen’s  ward  in  April  1766  for  venereal 
ulcers,  upon  which  I  carefully  inquired  of 
her  whether  fhe  thought  this  a  return  of 
her  difeafe.  She  anfwered  that  fhe  had  not 
the  leafl:  reafon  to  fufpedt  it  to  be  fo,  as  fhe 
had  remained  in  perfect  health  ever  fince 
her  leaving  the  hofpital,  till  within  thefe 
few  weeks,  when  fhe  received  a  new  infec¬ 
tion,  and  was  well  allured  from  whence  fhe 
had  it. 

The  two  following  cafes  fhew  the  efFecSs 
produced  by  the  medicine  where  the  bones 
were  carious. 


CASE 
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CASE  XIV. 

Robert  Page,  a  young  man  under  30, 
was  admitted  into  King’s  ward  the  17th  of 
January  1 765,  for  the  cure  of  a  large  painful 
node  upon  the  tibia  of  twelve  months  {land¬ 
ing  ;  he  had  then  no  other  fymptoms,  and 
denied  his  ever  having  had  the  venereal  dif- 
eafe.  A  few  days  after  his  admiffion,  he  be¬ 
gan  to  ufe  the  dec  oft.  farfce  cum  mezereo ,  by 
the  ufe  of  which  alone  in  about  fix  weeks 
the  tumor  was  intirely  difperfed,  though 
he  (till  complained  of  great  pain,  which 
I  own  I  began  to  fufpedt  was  counter¬ 
feited,  in  order  to  remain  in  the  hofpi- 
tal ;  however  fome  of  the  ufual  medicines 
were  ordered,  which  he  took  for  near  a  fort¬ 
night  without  any  effedl.  I  then  examined 
the  limb  more  narrowly  with  Mr.  Cowell 
the  furgeon,  and  found  that,  although  no¬ 
thing  appeared  to  the  eye,  yet,  in  preffing 
the  fingers  along  the  tibia,  a  roughnefs  was 
felt  on  that  part  where  the  tumor  had  for¬ 
merly  been,  and  the  patient  complained  of 

pain 
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pain  upon  our  touching  that  part.  A  cauftid 
was  therefore  applied  upon  it,  the  bone 
was  found  carious,  an  exfoliation  was  ob¬ 
tained,  and  the  man  was  difmiffed  the  hof- 
pital  perfe&ly  cured  the  20th  of  June  fol¬ 
lowing. 

CASE  XV. 

\ 

Elizabeth  S wayne,  aged  about  15  years, 
was  made  an  out  patient  at  St.  Thomas’s 
hofpital  for  the  cure  of  a  large  painful  node 
on  her  right  tibia  of  eight  months  Handing, 

for  which  the  decoffi.  mezerei  was  ordered, 

» 

and  afterwards  the  folut.  fublimat.  for  feve- 
ral  weeks  with  little  benefit.  It  appearing 
that  fhe  was  not  regular  in  taking  her 
medicines,  fhe  was  admitted  into  Lydia’s 
ward,  on  the  15th  of  Auguft  1765,  and 
put  under  a  courfe  of  the  decoSt.  mezerei> 
by  the  ufe  of  which  for  one  month  the 
lower  part  of  the  tumor  was  intirely  dif- 
perfed,  but  a  fmall  riling  remained  on  the 
upper  part  painful  to  the  touch,  and  a  rough- 
nefs  was  felt  as  in  the  preceding  cafe ; 
a  cauftic  was  applied  upon  this  the  21ft 
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of  September  the  bone  was  found  carious  and 
an  exfoliation  obtained  $  however  after  heal¬ 
ing  the  ulcer,  fhe  (till  complained  of  pain 
upon  the  edge  of  the  part  where  the  open¬ 
ing  had  been  made ;  a  piece  of  the  bone . 
unexfoliated  was  believed  to  be  the  caufc  ; 
but,  the  application  of  a  codic  upon  a 
cicatrix  fo  lately  formed  not  being  thought 
advifeable,  fhe  was  difcharged  the  hofpitaj 
the  26th  of  December,  and  defired  to  re¬ 
turn,  if  there- fhould  be  occafion. 

This  patient  never  had  had  any  fymptom 
of  the  venereal  difeafe,  but  had  fome  tndu- 
rated  glands  about  her  neck,  and  feemed 
of  a  fcrofulous  habit. 

CASE  XVI. 

John  Harwood,  fifteen  years  of  age,  was 
admitted  into  Edward’s  ward  in  St.  Tho¬ 
mas’s  hofpital,  on  the  28th  of  March  1765, 
for  a  large  fcrofulous  ulcer  in  his  leg,  with 
a  con  fide  rable  thickening  of  the  peri  oft  enm. 
The  fame  difeafe,  without  any  ulcer,  appear¬ 
ed  in  one  arm  above  the  wrid  in  both  bones, 
for  the  length  of  three  inches,  the  circum¬ 
ference  of  which  was  about  one  fourth  larger 
than  the  other  arm,  in  the  fame  place. 

Vol,  III.  On 
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On  the  30th  of  March,  he  began  the 
ufe  of  the  decoct .  mezerei ,  and  drank  one 
pint  a  day  for  three  weeks,  in  which  time 
the  bulk  of  his  arm  was  greatly  diminifhed. 
He  was  then  feized  with  the  fmall  pox 
of  the  diftinct  kind,  from  which  he  reco¬ 
vered  very  well,  and,  after  taking  purging 
phyfic  feveral  times,  returned  to  the  ufe  of 
the  decodion  of  mezereon  root.  His  ulcer 
was  healed,  and  the  leg  and  arm  reduced  to 
their  natural  bulk,  and  he  went  out  well 
on  the  9th  of  May  following.  There  was 
no  external  application  ufed  to  the  arm. 

The  above  was  a  patient  of  my  worthy 
friend  and  colleague,  Dr.  Grieve,  who  was 
fo  obliging  as  to  favour  me  with  the  cafe. 

This  paper  being  intended,  to  convey  to 
the  public  all  that  I  know  of  the  effeds  of 
the  mezereon  root,  I  think  it  my  duty  to 
fubjoin  the  following  cafe,  which  is  the  only 
unfuccefsful  one  I  have  yet  met  with* 

CASE  XVII. 

Ann-Hiney,  a  middle-aged  woman,  the 
iTiother  of  feveral  children,  after  a  lying-in 

^ibout 
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about  nine  years  ago,  firft  complained  of  fe- 
veral  rifings  upon  her  (bin-bone,  which 
gave  her  great  pain  ;  fhe  never  had  had 
any  fymptom  of  the  venereal  difeafe,  nor, 
from  all  the  inquiry  that  could  be  made, 
was  there  reafon  for  fufpicion  $  mercury  in 
various  (hapes,  and  many  other  medicines 
had  been  tried  without  relief. 

About  the  middle  of  June  laft,  this  poor 
woman  applied  to  me,  and,  as,  on  account 
of  her  family,  (he  could  not  come  into  the 
hofpital,  (he  was  made  an  out-patient,  the 
19th  of  June  1766, 

Upon  examination,  there  were  three  tu¬ 
mors  upon  the  (hin-bone,  each  the  fize  of 
half  a  walnut,  which,  though  little  affedted 
by  the  touch,  were  very  painful,  particularly 
in  the  night ;  this  pain  was  not  however 
conftant,  being  fometimes  tolerably  eafy  for 
a  day  or  two. 

The  decoB .  mezerei  was  ordered  for  her. 
by  the  ufe  of  which,  at  firft,  the  tumors 
feemed  fomewhat  lefs,  but  they  foon  re¬ 
turned  to  their  former  fize,  and  though, 
on  the  nth  of  September,  the  fublimate 

Qj2  folution 
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folution  was  added  to  it,  and  I  have  no  rea- 
fon  to  believe  that  file  did  not  punctually 
comply  with  rules  in  taking  her  medicines, 
yet  flie  had  reaped  no  manner  of  benefit 
when  file  left  off,  which  was  not  till  the 
6th  of  November. 
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XXIII.  Some  Obfervations  Concerning  the 
various  Succefs  of  the  Cicuta  in  Ireland. 
By  Dr .  John  Rutty,  Phyfician  in  Dub¬ 
lin.  Communicated  by  Dr.  John  Fother- 
gill.  Read  May  19,  1766. 


WHATEVER  the  celebrated  cicuta 
of  Athens,  with  which  the  cri¬ 
minals  were  difpatched,  might  have  been, 
it  is  certain  that  our  common  cicuta  agrees 
with  that  of  Diofcorides  and  Galen,  both 
in  external  habit  and  in  effect,  and  parti¬ 
cularly  in  producing  that  vertigo ,  which  has 
been  obferved  to  be  the  ufual  effed  of  it’s 
extract  >  and  that  it  is  a  poifon  when  taken 
in  a  large  quantity,  which  alfo  agrees  with 
Galen’s  obfervation. 

The  extrad  of  the  cicuta ,  far  from  be¬ 
ing  a  new  medicine,  is  older  than  Diofco¬ 
rides,  being  exprefly  mentioned  by  him ; 
and  indeed  perhaps  the  preparation,  by  him 
mentioned,  might  be  preferable  to  the 
modern,  the  juice  having  been  infpiflated 
by  the  heat  of  the  fun,  whereas  Dr. 
Storck’s  preparation  undergoes  a  flronger 

Q_3  heat. 
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heat,  which  carries  off  fome  of  the  more 
volatile  and  active  parts  of  the  medicine. 

However,  Diofcorides  fays,  that  the  ex¬ 
tract,  prepared  as  above,  was  iC  multiplici f 
<c  in  medicina  ufusy  ”  and  particularly  that 
it  was  uied  in  external  applications,  in 
eryfipelas's  and  ferpiginons  ulcers  but,  as  to 
the  internal  ufe,  he  is  filent- 

As  fcrofulous  difeafes  and  cancers  have 
long  been  the  reproach  of  the  profeffion, 
the  hiftories  which  Dr.  Storck  has  lately 
publifhed,  of  the  extraordinary  effe&s  of 
the  extract  of  the  cicuta  in  thofe  cafes 
awakened  our  attention  in  this  part  of  the 
world,  and  enduced  us  to  make  trials  of 
it,  both  in  private  practice  and  in  the  hof- 
pitals  in  the  city ;  and  indeed  with  a  good 
degree  of  conftancy  and  perfeverance,  it 
having  been  taken  during  a  feries  of  many 
months,  and  for  a  whole  year  and  longer. 
It  muft  be  confeffed,  that  the  fuccefs 
attending  hath  not  been  equal  to  the  ex¬ 
pectations  formed  of  it,  from  the  recom¬ 
mendation  of  the  author,  but  hath  fo  far 
fallen  fhort  thereof,  that  we  now  feem  to 
be  about  utterly  to  rejeCt  any  farther  ufe 

of 
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©f  it,  fo  that  the  hemlock  is  threatened  with 
the  fame  fate  as  divers  novelties  of  late  in¬ 
troduced  ;  but,  whether  or  no  this  be  the 
juft  refult  of  our  own  obfervations,  or  of 
thofe  which  have  been  communicated  by 
divers  correfpondents  in  the  country,  and 
fome  of  them  from  abroad,  the  following 
fummary  may  perhaps  enable  us  to  deter- 
mine* 

Previous  to  this,  it  feems  neceflary  to  ob- 
ferve,  that  Dr.  Storck,  being  fenfible  that  his 
preparation  of  this  medicine  deprives  it 
of  fome  of  it’s  more  volatile  and  active 
parts,  fometimes  directs  the  powder  of  the 
leaves  to  be  added  to  the  extract,  and  more¬ 
over,  we  find  him  lately  ordering  even  the 
infufion  of  the  cicuta.  In  the  Philofophi- 
cal  TranfaElions ,  we  have  an  account  of 
half  a  drachm  of  the  fubftance  having  been 
taken  twice  a  day ;  and  in  this  country  the 
juice  has  been  given  from  a  tea  fpoonful 
gradually  increafed  to  a  table  fpoonful,  or 
even  to  two  table  fpoonfuis  in  a  day,  with 
good  effedt. 

Dr.  Storck  perfeveres  in  recommending 
his  medicine  in  the  cure  of  divers  ftub- 

0^4  born 
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born  chronical  diforders,  as  in  cancers,  not- 
withftanding  his  acknowledgment,  that  it 
fometimes  fails,  as  with  us.  Neverthelefs, 
although  it  has  Fallen  far  fhort  of  the  fan- 
guine  expectations  formed  of  it  from  this 
author’s  account,  and  that  it  is  far  from  ha¬ 
ving  effected  every  thing  he  has  faid  of  it ; 
yet,  to  conclude  from  thence,  that  it  has 
effected  nothing  at  all  and  ought  to  be  in- 
ti rely  rejected,  betrays  a  levity  tending  to 
the  difcredit  of  the  profeffion  ;  for,  though 
no  radical  cure  in  thefe  deplorable  cafes 
fhould  be  effected,  yet  it  is  undoubtedly 
the  phyfician’s  bufinefs  to  palliate  the  dif- 
treffes  and  prolong  the  lives  of  thefe  un¬ 
happy  perfons,  as  much  as  poffible,  and 
render  them  lefs  miferable  than  they  other- 
wife  would  be. 

And,  in  this  view,  the  folanum  lethale 
was  tried  fome  years  ago  in  cancerous  ca¬ 
fes,  and  had  good  effeCts,  although  it’s  ufe 
has  been  difcontinued,  probably  for  no 
better  reafon  than  the  cicuta  is  now  likely 
to  be  y  and  I  have  known  another  vegeta¬ 
ble  poifon  in  daily  ufe  with  us,  viz.  opium, 
taken  empirically,  where  a  prudent  man 

would 
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Would  hardly  have  adventured  to  prefcribe 
it,  or,  at  leaft,  would  not  have  expelled 
the  good  effects  which  enfued,  viz.  in  a  ter¬ 
rible  convulfive  cough,  attended  with  a  pu - 
trefcent  difpofition  of  the  juices,  manifefted 
by  a  livid  and  purple  difcolouration  in  the 
lower  limbs ;  in  which  cafe  it  was  taken, 
firft,  in  fmaller  dofes,  and,  at  length,  to 
thirty  drops  of  laudanum  every  night  for 
above  a  year,  the  confequence  was,  that 
not  only  the  cough  was  quieted,  but  a 
better  habit  of  body  was  acquired,  and 
the  ill  color  of  the  extremities  was  in  a 
great  meafure,  though  not  quite,  taken 
away.  Here  the  opium  feems  to  have  ac¬ 
ted  as  a  cordial  and  diaphoretic,  as  well 
as  narcotic  $  and  perhaps  the  good  effeds 
of  the  opium,  like  thofe  of  the  cicuta ,  as 
obferVed  by  Dr.  Stbrck,  may  be  accounted 
for  in  the  fame  manner. 

But  to  proceed,  I  fhall  here  annex  a  futn- 
mary  account  of  the  real  effeds  of  the 
cicuta ,  from  obfervations  made  on  it’s  life, 
both  in  the  city  and  country,  fince  it’s  firft 
introdudion  to  the  prefent  time,  1/,  in 

fcrofulous 
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fcrofulous  diforders,  2 dly.  in  cancers,  3 dly.  in 
corrofive  and  malignant  ulcers. 

I.  In  fcrofulous  tumors  it  has  undergone 
numerous  trials,  both  in  the  internal  ufe 
of  the  extract,  and  externally;  the  refult 
of  which  is,  that  it’s  efficacy,  as  a  difcuti- 
ent,  attenuating  and  refolving  medicine, 
undeniably  did  appear.  Some  of  thefe  tu¬ 
mors  it  completely  diflblved,  and  the  cure 
flood  for  feveral  feafons :  in  others  the  pa¬ 
tients  frequently  fuffered  a  relapfe,  efpecially 
in  the  fpring  of  the  year. 

II.  From  the  great  number  of  trials, 

which  have  been  made  in  real  cancers,  in 
the  town  and  country,  and  by  external  life, 
as  well  as  by  taking  the  extradl,  it  appears, 
that  it  cannot  be  accufed  of  any  ill  effedts, 
except  that,  in  a  few  cafes,  it  affedted  the 
nervous  fyflem,  and  fometimes  palled  the 
appetite,  and  in  many  it  produced  no  fen- 
fible  change  ;  but  in  many  others,  it  re¬ 
tarded  the  progrefs  both  of  occult  and 
ulcerated  cancers,  leffened  the  tumors,  al¬ 
leviated  the  pain,  mended  the  difcharge, 
changing  it,  from  a  thin,  ichorous,  and  fee- 
:  '  -  -  tid 
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tid  condition,  to  one  more  like  a  laudable /w, 
and  difpofed  the  part  to  heal. 

This  is  the  genuine  refult  of  numerous  ob- 
fervations,  without  exaggeration  :  but,  upon 
diligent  inquiry,  I  cannot  learn  that  one  in- 
ftance  hath  yet  occurred  of  a  real  ulcerated 
cancer  radically  cured  by  it,  but  that  relap- 
fes  have  attended. 

This  was  confirmed  to  me  upon  a  par¬ 
ticular  inquiry,  by  my  friend  George  Cleg- 
horne,  furgeon  and  lecturer  of  anatomy  in 
Trinity- College  Dublin,  who,  from  his 
very  extenfive  practice,  could  not  furnifli 
one  inftance  to  this  purpofe,  except  the  fol¬ 
lowing,  by  him  communicated,  may  be 
deemed  fuch,  viz. 

April  1763,  a  woman,  aged  about  30,  had, 
for  feveral  years,  a  tumor  in  the  upper  part 
of  the  Jlernumy  which  gradually  increafed  to 
the  bulk  of  a  walnut,  and  at  length  became 
a  cancerous  ulcer,  painful,  and  difcharged  a 
reddifh  water. 

She  had  been  difiniffed  from  one  of  our 
hofpitals  incurable,  and  was  therefore  or¬ 
dered  to  rake  the  extrad:  firft  in  fmaller 
dofes,  which  were  gradually  increafed  to 
eighteen  pills  in  the  day,  nine  in  the  morn- 
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ing  and  nine  in  the  evening,  and  at  length  fhe 
took  thirty  of  thefe  pills  in  a  day,  each  of 
which  contained  five  grains,  She  felt  no  in- 
conveniene  from  hence,  excepting  a  giddinefs 
and  flupidity,  the  ufual  attendants  of  this 
medicine,  on  which  account  fhe  fometimes 
intermitted  their  ufe. 

The  ulcer  was  foon  healed,  and  fhe  was 
relieved  from  her  pains ;  the  tumor  be¬ 
ing  olmoft,  but  not  quite  diffolved.  She 
was  advifed  to  perfift  in  the  ufe  of  the  ex- 
trad,  and  to  take  a  quart  of  one  of  our 
purging  waters  with  an  ounce  of  manna 
once  in  ten  days.  She  continued  the  ufe 
of  the  extrad  as  above  for  twelve  months, 
and  March  1765  the  tumor  was  intirely' 
diffolved. 

To  this  let  me  add,  that,  in  one  of  the 
largeft  and  worfl  cancers  on  the  bread:  that 
he  ever  faw,  the  external  and  internal  ufe 
of  the  hemlock  procured  an  intire  ceflation 
from  pain,  and  mended  the  difcharge,  for 
the  fpace  of  four  months,  the  juice  having 
been  taken  to  above  a  fpoonful  twice  a 
day  ;  but,  fome  difad vantageous  circumftan- 
ces  intervening,  death  finifhed  the  cure. 

III.  I 
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III.  I  {hall  conclude  with  relating  fome 
good  effeds  of  the  extrad  in  corrofive  and 
malignant  ulcers. 

Thus  much  appeared  from  obfervation> 
that,  having  been  tried  in  divers  putrid  and 
fordid  ulcers,  both  in  private  practice  and 
in  feveral  of  our  hofpitals,  it  remarkably- 
mended  the  difcharge,  and  diipofed  the 
ulcers  to  heal,  in  fome  of  which  cafes 
the  fublimate  had  failed.  From  a  confi- 
derable  number  of  fuch  cafes  it  (hall  here 
fu ffice  to  feled  one  or  two,  which  feem 
not  unworthy  of  attention  ;  the  firft  of 
which  was  communicated  by  Samuel 
Croker,  furgeon  of  Stevens’s  hofpital  in 
Dublin,  'viz. 

Odober  14,  1760,  a  middle-aged  man 
was  received  into  the  hofpital,  having  a 
large  fordid  ulcer,  which  occupied  the 
whole  right  cheek,  extending  from  the  un¬ 
der  eye  lid  below  the  angle  of  his  mouth : 
it  difcharged  a  {linking,  ill-coloured  fa72ies> 
and  had  much  the  appearance  of  a  cancer. 
He  had  alfo  a  fmall  ulcer  in  the  forehead, 
which  by  it’s  corrofive  difcharge,  had  made 
it’s  way  to  the  bone.  - 


As 
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As  this  man  had  taken  no  medicine  be¬ 
fore,  he  was  deemed  a  proper  fubjed:  for 
the  ci  cut  a :  he  therefore  took  the  extrad 
in  pills  Odober  the  17th,  and  continued 
it  until  the  23d  of  June  following,  firft 
in  fmall  dofes,  which  he  gradually  increa- 
fed,  until  he  took  four  drachms  in  a  day, 
and  was  difcharged  from  the  hofpital  per- 
fedly  cured.  ,  : 

A  fegond  cafe,  perhaps  not  Jefs  remark¬ 
able,  was  communicated  by  Redmond 
Boate,  furgeon,  in  Dublin,  to  the  happy 
conclufion  of  which  I  was  an  eye-wit^ 
nefs,  viz. 

June  the  4th,  1765,  Dennis  Doyle,  of 
Bray  in  the  county  of  Wicklow,  aged  40, 
a  labouring- man  and  healthy,  until  by  a 
fall  from  a  tree  he  received,  four  years  ago, 
a  great  contufion  on  the  left  cheek,  which 
ended  in  a  cancerous,  or  at  leaft  highly 
corroftve  ulcer,  extending  itfelf  from  the  ear 
to  the  lip  and  nofe,  with  the  difcharge  of 
a  bloody,  fcalding  hot,  and  foetid  water, 
attended  with  intolerable  pain  :  it  had  de- 
firoyed  the  upper  lip  and  the  cartilage  of 
his  nofe. 


In 
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In  this  deplorable  ftate  he  readily  fub„ 
mitted  to  take  the  hemlock,  even  the  juice 
of  it ;  which  he  did,  from  fmall  dofes, 
that  were  gradually  increafed  to  a  table 
fpoonful  morning  and  evening,  for  twelve 
months  now  part. 

It  adted  at  firft  as  a  ftrong  opiate,  in¬ 
ducing  a  vertigo  and  ftupefadtion  to  a 
great  degree,  fo  that  he  became  like  one 
dead  drunk :  however,  he  perfifled  in  it’s 
ufe  as  above,  and  lately  came  to  town  to 
his  furgeon,  to  return  him  thanks  for  his 
cure,  which  I  found  to  be  fo  far  compleated, 
that,  inftead  of  the  pinna  narium  and  upper 
lip,  both  which  were  deflroyed,  there  was 
a  firm  cicatrix ,  and  he  was  free  from  pain, 
and  could  follow  his  bufinefs.  There  re¬ 
mained  indeed  fome  excoriated  fpots  on  hi 
left  cheek,  and  the  other  angle  of  his  mouth 
is  a  little  tender  ;  this  he  imputes  to  his 
chewing  tobacco,  which  he  is  advifed  to 
forbear. 

Upon  the  whole,  as  it  is  the  glory  of  the 
medical  art  to  convert  poifons  into  ufeful 
medicines,  as  is  well  known  in  thofe  of 
the  mineral  kingdom,  Dr.  Storck’s  attempt 

to 
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to  difcover  alfo  an  efficacy  in  hemlock  and 
other  vegetable  poifons,  in  the  cure  of 
fome  of  the  molt  rebellious  chronical  dif- 
eafes,  appears  to  be  not  only  new  and  lau¬ 
dable,  but  to  have  been  attended  with 
fome  degree  of  fuccefs  3  and  although  it  be 
not  equal  to  our  wifbes,  yet,  even  to  al¬ 
leviate  thofe  evils,  which  we  cannot  com¬ 
pletely  cure,  muft  be  allowed  to  be  an 
aim  worthy  the  purfuit  of  the  prudent  and 
humane. 

V  V.  *  - 

April  5  th 
1766. 
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XXIV.  Observations  on  the  Mi  [chiefs  occa~ 
foned  by  the  fudden  Stopping  of  Salivations , 
together  with  their  Cure,  by  John  Silvefteri 
M.D.  Read ,  December  29,  1766. 

K  *  T  •  4  'V  y 

HAVING  frequently  obferved  fome  very 
excruciating  pains,  in  different  parts  of 
the  body,  fubfequent  to  a  falivation,  which, 
as  their  caufe  or  nature  was  moft  generally 
miftaken,  baffled  all  endeavours  to  remove 
them,  it  may  be  of  fome  ufe  to  publifh 
the  three  following  cafes,  and  the  more  fo, 
as  it  might  perhaps  not  fo  readily  occur  to 
every  one,  with  what  degree  of  propriety 
they  might  falivate  a  perfon,  for  the  cure  of 
ills  which  had  no  other  caufe  than  a  pre~ 
ceding  falivation. 

CASE  I. 

In  March  1746,  being  called  to  Capt.  V. 
a  Dutch  officer,  of  about  24  years  of  age, 
and  of  a  naturally  a&ive  difpofition  and 
healthy  conftitution,  I  found  him  ill  of  a 
fever,  with  an  inflammation  in  his  eyes,  and 
you  III,  R  complaining 
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complaining  very  bitterly  of  a  violent  pain 
in  his  hands,  wrifts,  and  feet,  bat  with  very 
little  fwelling,  and  no  difcolouring  of  the 
parts,  and  which  he  had  been  informed 
was  the  goat ;  for  which  reafon  he  had 
borne  it  too  patiently,  for  above  three 
months,  thinking  that  nothing  either  could 
or  Ihould  be  done  in  that  cafe ;  but,  finding 
that  he  was  extremely  feverifh,  he  now  de- 
fired  my  affiftance.  I  proceeded  to  treat 
him  in  the  manner  which  I  thought  mod 
fuitable  to  his  different  complaints,  by  which 
I  loon  got  the  better  of  his  fever,  and  of 
the  inflammation  in  his  eyes  $  but  notwith- 
fianding  all  my  endeavours  the  pains  dill 
continued  equally  drong  and  immoveable, 
and,  though  I  made  ufe  of  every  remedy 
or  application-  I  could  think  of,  none  of 
them  gave  him  any  relief,  or  feemed  to 
make  the  lead  impreffion  upon  his  difor- 
der ;  till  at  lad,  alking  him  one  day  whe¬ 
ther  over  and  above  the  medicines  I  ordered 
him  he  was  taking  any  mercury,  for 

his  breath  feemed  to  ftnell  as  if  he  did, 
he  proteded  he  had  taken  nothing  of  that 
kind  for  near  four  months  pad  $  but  that 

he 
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he  hid  had  fome  (hankers  and  a  gonorrhoea 
four  or  five  months  before,  for  which  indeed 
he  had  been  taking  fome  mercurial  pills, 
which,  contrary  to  the  intention  of  his 
furgeon,  had  thrown  him  into  a  gentle  fa- 
livation,  but  that  the  fpitting  had  been 
fuddenly  (lopped  by  the  excefiive  cold  wea¬ 
ther  he  had  been  expofed  to,  one  day  On  a 
march  from  Newcafile  to  Hexham,  where 
the  King’s  troops  fuffered  extremely  by  the 
hard  weather  ;  and  that  his  feet  and  hands 
Were  then  fo  benumbed  with  cold  that  he 
thought  he  (hould  never  recover  the  ufe  of 
them,  but  that,  as  they  grew  warmer,  the 
numbnefs  went  off  and  was  fucceeded  by 
an  excruciating  pain  which  had  never  left 
him  fince  that  time.  Upon  this  I  ordered 
him  forhe  pills  with  guaiacum,  &c.  to  be 
taken  morning  and  evening,  with  one  grain 
of  calomel  in  each  dofe,  and  to  be  Waihed 
down  with  a  draught  of  a  warm  decodtion 
of  the  woods  $  this  he  continued  for  four 
days,  when  to  my  great  furprife,  after  hav¬ 
ing  taken  only  feven  grains  of  calomel,  I 
found  him  in  a  very  plentiful  falivaiion,  up¬ 
on  which  the  pains  remitted,  and  the  fwell- 

R  2  ing 
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ing  of  his  limbs  fubfided,  fo  that  in  a  few 
days  he  was  perfectly  cured,  and  the  fall  - 
vation  was  ended  in  a  very  little  more  than 
a  fortnight.  And  here  it  may  not  be  im¬ 
proper  to  add  that  I  have  very  often  ob- 
ferved  that  thofe  people  who  inhabit  low 
marfhy  places,  or  have  been  troubled  with 
the  marine  fcurvy,  are  very  eafily  thrown 
into  a  fali vation,  that  in  general  they  bear 
none  but  the  fmalleft  dofes  of  the  gentleft 
mercurials,  and  that  in  cafe  of  venereal  com¬ 
plaints  we,  to  affift  the  mercury,  Ihould  put 
them  under  a  courfe  of  a  deco&ion  of  the 
woods. 

4  .  ’  - 

CASE  II. 

'  A  man  came  to  the  London  hofpital  in 
1 750,  complaining  of  an  intolerable  head- 
ach  which  troubled  him  day  and  night, 
and  made  him  unfit  for  any  bufinefs ;  up¬ 
on  inquiring  into  his  conftitution  and  his 
method  of  life,  he  faid  that  he  had  al¬ 
ways  enjoyed  a  very  good  ftate  of  health,  till, 
having  had  the  misfortune  to  get  the  foul 
diforder,  for  which  he  had  been  falivated 
about  a  year  and  a  half  fince,  he  had  ne¬ 
ver 
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ver  been  perfectly  well  from  that  time, 
having  always  fome  pains  in  different  parts 
of  his  body,  befides  a  conftant  fixed  one  /in 
his  head,  and  which  was  the  mo  ft  trouble- 
fome ;  upon  this  I  ordered  him  a  courfe  of 
mercurial  pills,  and,  as  I  flattered  myfelf,  fo 
it  happened,  for,  as  foon  as  the  falivation 
was  raifed,  he  grew  eafier  and  was  perfectly 
cured  in  lefs  than  a  fortnight. 

CASE  III. 

Sarah  Glandenning,  born  of  reputable  pa¬ 
rents  in  the  parifh  of  Deptford,  in  Kent, 
aged  17  years,  of  a  healthy  conftitution, 
and  inclining  to  be  fat,  had  never  had  any 
coniiderable  illnefs  excepting  the  fmall  pox, 
till  July  1754,  when  fhecatched  a  great  cold, 
which  at  firft  caufed  only  a  fweliing  of  the 
glands  about  the  throat  and  a  violent  tooth- 
ach  which  was  foon  removed  upon  drawing 
two  teeth  y  at  which  operation  however  fhc 
was  greatly  frighted ;  foon  after  this  fhe  was 
feized  with  a  drowfinefs,  and  fuch  anumbnefs 
in  her  legs  and  feet,  that  it  was  painful  for  her 
to  walk.  After  having  tried  feveral  reme- 

R  3  dies5 
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dies,  but  to  no  purpofe,  fhe  came  to  the 
London  hofpital,  where  fhe  was  admitted 
an  out-patient,  in  the  beginning  of  Auguft 
following,  and  was  cured  in  a  little  time 
of  the  numbnels  and  drowfinefs  but  as 
the  glands  continued  fvvoln,  fhe  was  or¬ 
dered  to  take  a  few  mercurial  pills,  an4 
lfkewife  fome  purgatives,  at  proper  inter¬ 
vals,  in  order  to  prevent  a  falivation  3  but 
unfortunately  fhe  negledted  taking  the  pur¬ 
gatives,  and  was  otherwife  wanting  in  a 
proper  care  of  herfelf,  by  which  in  about  a 
week's  time  fhe  was  thrown  into  a  gentle 
falivation.  This  happened  on  the  2d  of  Sep¬ 
tember  ;  upon  this  her  friends  confined  her 
to  her  bed,  but,  being  one  day  extremely 
thirfty,  and  her  mouth  very  hot  and  dry, 
fhe  got  up  in  her  fhift,  though  in  a  profufe 
fweat,  in  order  to  look  for  fomething  cold 
to  drink,  when,  finding  nothing  but  fome  red 
wine,  fhe  took  a  hearty  draught  of  it ;  this 
was  no  fooner  down  than  fhe  found  it  lay 
very  cold  on  her  ftomach,  and  immediately 
felt  a  pain  an  inch  to  the  right  of  the  fero- 
biculus  cordis  $  and  from  that  inftant  her 
falivation  ceafed.  However  fhe  felt  no  bad 

„  .  effect 
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effect  from  it  till  near  a  week  after,  when 
(he  began  to  fpit  up  her  victuals  by  a  little 
at  a  time,  which  in  four  days  changed  to  a 
gentle  vomiting,  and  kept  increafing  to  fuch 
a  degree,  that  in  a  few  days  more  (he  could 
abfolutely  keep  nothing  upon  her  domach, 
throwing  up  immediately  whatever  (he* 
took.  In  this  (ituation  fhe  continued  almod 
two  months  before  (he  applied  to  the  Lon¬ 
don  hofpital,  where  (he  was  received  into 
the  houfe  on  the  10th  of  December  1754. 
But,  as  (he  was  very  fenlible  that  (lie  had 
not  followed  the  diredions  given  her,  and 
that  through  her  own  mifcondud  (he  had 
brought  a  confiderable  part,  if  not  the  whole> 
of  this  diforder  upon  her,  (he  concealed  her 
having  been  in  a  falivation,  and  every  cir- 
cumdance  either  attending  or  fubfequent  to 
it,  profefling  herfelf  intirely  ignorant  of  what 
might  be  the  caufe  of  her  complaint ;  upon 
this  (he  was  treated  in  the  manner  which 
appeared  mod  fuitable  to  her  cafe.  She  was 
fird  blooded,  and  then  had  a  gentle  vomit 
given  her,  after  which  (he  took  a  pleafant 
cordial  with  fome  laudanum  in  it  5  the  vo¬ 
mit  was  repeated  the  two  following  days, 

R  4  -  and 
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and  the  opiate  increafed  every  day  in  the 
cordial  5  but  they  all  came  up  fo  equally 
fail  that  it  would  have  been  impollible, 
from  the  operation,  to  determine  which 
was  the  cordial  draught  and  which  was  the 
emetic .  After  this,  lome  foft,  relaxing,  lu¬ 
bricating  purges,  and  oily  emulfions,  were 
ordered  to  be  taken,  in  the  fmalled  quan¬ 
tities  at  a  time,  while  warm  fomentations 
or  foft  cataplafms  were  applied  to  the  do- 

mach  and  bowels,  and  emollient  oily  glis¬ 
ters  were  thrown  up  ;  during  this  courfe 
(he  went  alfo  four  times  to  the  warm  bath„ 
but  all  to  no  piirpofe ;  her  pain  in  the  pit 
of  the  flomach,  though  never  very  violent, 
yet  fill  continued  fixed  in  the  fame  man¬ 
ner,  and  her  vomiting  was  not  in  the  lead 
diminifhed.  As  the  foft  relaxing  method 
did  not  anfwer  our  expectations,  warmer 
applications  were  ufed  externally,  and  the 
riched  cordials  as  well  as  the  warmed  Jio - 
ntachics  of  every  kind  were  given  her,  but 
with  as  little  fuccefs,  and,  however  fmall  the 
quantity  die  took,  it  came  up  almod  the 
very  indant  it  was  fwallowed  5  thus  twenty 
drops  of  laudanum,  one  drachm  of  crude 

mercury^ 
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mercury,  or  one  Tingle  grain  of  opium,  or 
whatever  might  be  given  her,  was  vomited, 
up  immediately.  . 

It  is  very  remarkable  that  the  probangy 
which  was  often  introduced  into  the  fto- 
mach,  did  not  feem  to  meet  with  any  refift- 
ance  in  it’s  way,  or  about  the  orifice  of  it ; 
and  that  yet  nothing  of  what  fhe  vomited 
was  frothy  or  mixed  with  any  humour  of 
the  ftomach,  had  any  of  that  fmeil  pecu¬ 
liar  to  vomitings,  or  was  altered  in  any 
refpedl.  She  had  always  been  extremely 
regular  in  her  menfes,  ever  fince  fhe  was 
fourteen  years  old  5  and,  even  a  fortnight  af¬ 
ter  her  vomitings  took  her,  fhe  had  a  fmall 
fhew  of  them  ;  her  fkin  was  always  extreme¬ 
ly  dry,  and  even  after  the  warm  bath  there 
was  never  the  lead:  appearance  of  any  perfpi- 
ration  ;  her  ftools  ceafed  immediately  upon 
her  being  taken  with  thefe  vomitings,  but 
fhe  made  once  in  ten  or  twelve  days  an  ounce 
or  rather  more  of  a  very  high-coloured  urine. 
This,  and  indeed  her  keeping  alive  all  this 
while,  fhewed  that  a  confiderable  part  of 
the  liquids  fhe  took  was  immediately  ab¬ 
sorbed  by  the  veins  of  the  mouth  and  ^/5- 

phagus , 
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phagus ,  which  in  her  fituation  may  very  na¬ 
turally  be  fuppofed  extremely  bibulous ;  and, 
though  fhe  feemed  to  vomit  up  the  whole 
of  what  fhe  fwallowed,  and  was  greatly  fa¬ 
tigued  with  it,  yet  fhe  conftantly  faid  fhe 
found  herfelf  ftrengthened  by  eating  broth 
or  fpoon  meats ;  not  but  fhe  wafted  every 
day  more  and  more,  fo  as  now  to  be  fcarce 
able  to  walk  or  ftand.  In  this  condition  it 
Was  thought  advifeable  that  fhe  fhould  take  a 
glifter  twice  a  day,  made  of  near  a  pint  of 
ftrong  mutton  broth  with  the  yolk  of  an 
egg  diffolved  in  each  ;  after  this  had  been 
repeated  for  three  days,  and  was  found  to 
be  totally  abforbed,  fo  that  not  the  leaft 
part  of  it  came  away,  fhe  was  defired  to 
abftain  from  fwallowing  any  thing,  for  one 
week  at  leaft,  in  hopes  that  the  ftomach 
might  poftibly  recover  itfelf  by  this  reft  ; 
an  hour  after  each  glifter  {he  made  almoft 
half  a  pint  of  water,  which  was  about  half 
of  the  glifter,  but  nothing  came  away  by 
ftool.*  It  is  furprifing  how  much  and  how 
faft  fhe  mended  by  this  method  $  -  in  the 
firft  fen  days  her  fpirits  grew  better,  her 
ftrength  increafed,  and  her  flefh  feemed  to 

grow 
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grow  firmer.  After  (he  had  continued  thefe 
gliders  for  a  fortnight,  during  which  time 
(lie  faithfully  abdained  from  fwallowing 
any  thing  whatever,  for  which  reafon  alfo 
(he  had  not  vomited  once,  and  yet  her 
mouth  and  throat  were  no  ways  dry;  it 
was  expected  that  her  difeafe  might  be  fo 
far  overcome,  and  her  domach  fo  far  re¬ 
covered,  that  (he  might  now  fafely  ven¬ 
ture  to  fwajlow  fome  fmall  quantity  of  li¬ 
quids,  by  a  little  at  a  time  ;  and  which  in¬ 
deed  (he  was  very  defirous  of  trying,  as 
(lie  found  a  heat  and  irritation  from  the  fo 
frequent  introduction  of  the  glider-pipe ; 
but  upon  fwallowing  a  fpoonful  of  broth, 
(lie  was  immediately  conyinced  that  her  do¬ 
mach  dill  continued  in  the  fame  unhappy 
Actuation,  and  that  there  was  not  the  lead 
alteration  or  amendment  in  her  complaint. 

Finding  that  we  had  got  no  manner  of 
advantage  over  the  diforder,  which  conti¬ 
nued  equally  drong  and  obdinate,  and  fee¬ 
ing  the  perfect  abforption  of  the  gliders,  it 
was  thought  advifeable  to  try  once  more 
the  effect  of  medicines,  and  efpecially  to  fee, 
when  given  that  way,  what  they  could  pro¬ 
duce  ; 
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dace ;  and,  for  that  reafon  having  obferved 
in  her  a  total  want  of  perforation,  it  did 
not  feem  unlikely  bat,  if  (he  could  be 
brought  to  fweat  a  little,  this  affedtion  of 
the  domach  might  in  fome  meafure  be  re¬ 
moved  >  if  not  totally  cured  ;  but,  as  at  the 
fame  time  this  was  the  only  way  left  to 
keep  her  alive,  none  but  the  mod:  gentle 
diaphoretics  were  ufed,  nor  indeed,  as  they 
did  not  anfwer  in  the  lead,  did  it  feem  pru¬ 
dent  to  infid  upon  a  long  ufe  of  them.  Af¬ 
ter  this,  a  fmail  decodtion  of  the  bark  with 
15  grains  of  liquid  laudanum  was  likewife 
tried  in  a  glider,  but  it  ruffled  her  ex¬ 
tremely,  and  came  away  very  foon,  which 
was  the  fird  thing  die  had  voided  by  dool 
ever  fince  die  had  the  vomiting. 

Thus  having  continued  to,  try  fird  one 
thing  and  then  another,  from  the  12th  of 
December  to  the  4th  of  March  following! 
without  the  lead  benefit,  and  finding  that 
this  unhappy  girl  was  as  far  from  a  cure  as 
the  moment  die  came  into  the  houfe,  the 
gliders  keeping  her  barely  alive,  it  was  de¬ 
termined  to  fend  her  out  of  the  houfe  ;  but 
fird  to  defire  her  to  relate  again  with  the 


Medical  Obfervations  and  Inquiries.  253 

✓ 

greatefl  care  every  circumflance  preceding 
her  vomiting,  fince  what  might  perhaps  ap¬ 
pear  trifling  to  her  might  poffibly  be  of  the 
greatefl:  confequence  5  and  withal  fhe  was 
given  to  underfland,  that  unlefs  (he  could 
recoiled:  fomething  more  than  what  (lie 
had  already  declared,  or  could  throw  in 
fome  new  lights  upon  her  cafe,  it  would 
be  in  vain  to  flatter  herfelf  with  any  hope 
of  amendment,  or  to  attempt  any  thing 
farther  towards  a  cure,  as  every  medicine 
or  method  had  been  tried  which  had  the 
leaft  probability  of  fuccefs.  She  then  begged 
pardon,  and  faid  fhe  had  concealed  a  cir- 
cumftance  which  fhe  was  now  afraid  was 
a  material  one,  but,  as  fhe  had  been  much 
to  blame  in  it,  and  was  conflantly  in  hopes 
that  it  would  have  been  of  no  confequence, 
fhe  had  not  dared  to  mention  it  for  fear  of 
giving  offence  :  and  then  fhe  told  the  whole 
concerning  her  falivation,  and  the  manner 
in  which  it  was  flopped,  as  is  related 
above. 

Being  now  poflfeffed  of  the  true  caufe  of 
her  vomiting,  it  was  determined  to  reftore 
her  if  poffible  to  that  flate,  from  which  fhe 

had 
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had  been  fo  fuddenly  Removed,  as  it  wag 
evident  that  the  mercury  which  had  begun 
a  falivation,  had  not  been  evacuated  in  any" 
manner,  but  was  dill  lodged  in  the  body  y 
and  for  this  reafon  it  was  thought  proper, 
as  the  only  means  left  to  lay  hold  of  it*  to  rub 
in  fome  more,  in  hopes  that  it  might  put  that 
in  motion  which  was  in  all  appearance  the 
true  catife  of  all  this  diforder.  According¬ 
ly  a  drachm  of  the  ting,  cceruleum fortius  was 
ordered  to  be  rubbed  in  upbn  her  legs  and 
thighs  twice  a  day,  for  three  days ;  on  the 
fourth  day  a  gentle  falivation  began,  which 
had  no  fooner  made  it’s  appearance,  than 
fhe  felt  the  pain  or  bar  acrofs  the  ftomach 
abate,  and  immediately  a  kind  of  eafe 
and  relaxation  followed,*  upon  which 
Ihe  defired  a  little  barley  water  to!  drink,- 
which  to  her  great  and  unfpeakable  fatif- 
fadtion  did  not  come  up;  not  long  after 
fhe  was  tempted,  more  from  curiofity 
than  third,  to  take  a  hearty  draught  of  it 
this  likewife  flayed  and  gave  her  not  the 
lead  uneafinefsrf  Finding  herfelf  thus  relieved,, 


fhe  called  for  fome  broth,  and  had  fome 
bread  put  into  it ;  this  fhe  relifhed  extreme* 
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ly,  and,  what  is  furprifing,  though  {he  had 
continued  for  five  months  without  fwallow- 
ing  any  thing  that  could  be  fuppofed  to 
reach  her  ftomach,  yet  thefe  things  {he 
now  took  did  not  caufe  the  lead:  weight  or 
uneafinefs  when  they  got  down;  on.  the 
contrary  {he  continued  to  eat  and  drink  as 
the  other  people  in  the  ward,  upon  which 
{he  recovered  her  fpirits  and  ftrength  every 
day  more  and  more ;  {he  began  to  have 
regular  {tools,  and  made  water  as  when  in 
health. 

The  falivation  was  continued  a  little . 
more  than  a  fortnight,  and  made  to  leflen, 
by  infenfible  degrees ;  after  it  ceafed  {he 
felt  no  uneafinefs  or  inconvenience  in  any 
refpedt,  and,  being  perfectly  cured  of  all  her 
complaints,  was  at  length  difcharged  out  of 
the  hofpital  on  the  ift  of  April  1755. 

I  have  been  the  more  particular  in  the 
hiftory  of  this  girl's  cafe,  the  better  to  {hew 
how  fixed  and  immoveable  the  mercury  re¬ 
mained  all  this  while,  and  what  little  hopes 
there  would  have  been  of  a  cure,  if  a  fe- 
cond  falivation  had  not  been  procured.  I 
am  well  aware,  that  if  it  had  not  been  for 

this 
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this  cafe,  there  might  have  remained  a 
doubt  with  fome  people  that  all  thefe  dif¬ 
ferent  pains,  or  complaints,  were  iritirely 
occafioned  by  fome  venereal  infection  lodged 
in  thefe  parts ;  and  was  for  that  reafon  the 
more  pleafed  with  having  this  laft  cafe  to 
add  to  the  two  firft,  for,  as  in  this  inftance 
there  was  not  the  leaft  room  for  a  fufpici- 
on  of  that  nature,  fhe  being  of  an  unble- 
mifhed  character,  uxtremely  beloved  by  her 
family,  out  of  whofe  fight  fhe  had  never 
been,  and  relpedfed  by  all  her  neighbours 
and  acquaintance,  fo  I  am  very  well  con¬ 
vinced  that,  in  the  other  cafes,  the  venereal 
virus  had  long  been  diflodged,  fo  that  there 
was  not  the  leaft  particle  of  it  remaining. 

However,  if  there  fhould  happen  a  cafe 
in  which,  the  falivation  being  fuddenly 
flopped,  fixed  pains  fhould  fucceed,  before 
the  venereal  complaint  was  intirely  re¬ 
moved,  it  would  only  be  a  ftill  ftronger 
inducement  to  make  ufe  of  the  above  me¬ 
thod. 


XXV.  A 
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XXV.  A  Palfy  cccafioned  by  a  Fall ,  at¬ 
tended  with  uncommon  Symptoms.  By 
M.  Maty,  M .  D :  2?,  S.  Src.  Read  De¬ 
cember  29,  1766. 

THE  account  of  a  palfy  oceafioned  by 
a  fall  communicated  by  Dr.  Knox, 
recalled  to  my  mind  a  cafe  fomewhat  fimi- 
lar,  and  equally  fatal,  which  partly  fell 
under  my  own  infpediori.  I  thought  the 
communication  of  it  would  not  be  unac¬ 
ceptable  to  this  fociety;  and,  confidering 
the  progrefs  of  the  diforder,  the  fymptoms 
attending  it,  and  the  examination,  which 
was  made  of  the  alteration  of  the  parts, 
after  the  death  of  the  patient,  I  flattered 
myfelf,  that  it  might  be  judged  not  un¬ 
worthy  of  a  place  in  our  Memoirs. 

Count  de  Lordat,  a  French  officer  of 
great  rank  and  merit,  travelling  in  April 
1761,  in  order  to  join  his  regiment,  had 
the  misfortune  to  be  overturned  from  a 
pretty  high  and  fteep  bank.  His  head 
pitched  againft  the  top  of  the  coach,  his 
neck  was  bent  from  left  to  right,  his  left 
Vol.  III.  S  ffioulder 
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Shoulder,  arm,  and  efpecially  his  hand, 
were  considerably  bruifed.  At  firft  he  felt 
a  good  deal  of  pain  along  the  left  fide  of 
his  neck,  but  neither  then,  nor  at  any 
©:her  time,  had  he  any  faintings,  vomit¬ 
ings,  or  giddinefs. 

As  the  fpot,  where  the  accident  happened^ 
was  at  a  considerable  distance  from  any 
reSting- place,  the  count  was  obliged  to 
walk  to  the  next  town  in  a  cold  day,  and, 
there  finding  very  little  inconvenience  from 
his  fall,  and  but  indifferent  accommodations 
and  afliftance,  he  purfued  his  journey,  and  it 
was  not  till  the  fixth  day  that  he  was  let 
blood,  on  account  of  the  pain  in  his  Shoul¬ 
der  and  the  contufion  of  his  hand,  which 
were  then  the  only  fymptoms  he  complain¬ 
ed  of,  and  of  which  he  foon  found  himfelf 
relieved. 

The  campaign,  which  began  foon  after, 
was  a  very  trying  one.  The  count  went 
through  all  the  fatigues  of  it,  and  was  of¬ 
ten  obliged  to  lie  in  the  open  air.  To¬ 
wards  the  beginning  of  the  winter,  he 
began  to  find  a  fmall  impediment  in  utter¬ 
ing  feme  words,  and  his  left  arm  appeared 

weaker. 
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weaker.  His  furgeon  advifed  the  ufe  of 
fomentations  upon  the  parts  affedted,  to¬ 
gether  with  mineral  waters,  warm  baths, 
and  a  milk  diet.  But,  as  the  fymptoms 
were  yet  but  flight,  and  rather  imputed  - 
to  the  fatigues,  which  he  had  fince  under¬ 
gone,  than  to  the  fall,  the  count  did  not 
keep  to  rules,  and,  though  he  had  promi- 
fed  to  go  to  Aix-la-Chapelle,  he  was  pre¬ 
vented  by  bufinefs  the  whole  winter,  till 
his  duty  in  the  fpring  called  him  again  to 
the  field.  Having  fuffered  ftill  more  this 
year  than  the  former  from  the  feverities  o£ 
the  campaign,  he  found  the  difficulty  in 
fpeaking  and  in  moving  his  left  arm  con- 
fiderably  increafed.  His  complaints  came 
on  fo  fail,  that  the  general  upon  the  re- 
prefentation  of  the  count’s  furgeon,  ordered 
him  to  go  to  Bourbonne,  a  place  in  Cham- 
paigne,  famous  for  it’s  thermal  waters.. 
He  bathed,  was  pumped,  and  drank  the 
waters ;  his  fpeech  for  fome  days  became 
freer,  but,  upon  his  return  to  Paris,  fo  far 
was  he  from  being  cured,  that  the  wafting 
and  palfy  of  the  left  fide  increafed  more 
and  more.  Many  remedies  were  then  pro- 

S  2  pofed. 
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pofed,  but  none  or  very  few  tried,  and  in 
the  beginning  of  the  next  fpring  he  went 
to  Balaruc.  The  very  adtive  fulphureous 
waters  of  that  place,  far  from  being  fer- 
viceable  in  reftoring  the  power  of  moving 
to  the  parts,  which  had  loft  it,  brought  on 
involuntary  convulfive  motions  all  over  the 
body.  The  left  arm  withered  more  and 
more,  the  count  could  hardly  utter  a  few 
words,  a  {pitting  began,  and,  on  his  return 
to  Paris  in  December  1763,  he  confulted 
everal  phyficians.  Various  means  were 
employed  to  relieve  him,  but  all  to  little 
purpofe.  Fridtions  and  fynapifms  were 
fucceffively  tried,  and  an  iffue,  made  by  a 
eauftic,  was  kept  open  for  fome  time,  with¬ 
out  any  effedt.  Milk  diet  and  warm  baths 
fucceeded  n©  better  ;  and,  being  fent  the 
next  fummer  to  bathe  in  the  fea,  the  pati¬ 
ent  came  back  in  September  rather  worfe 
than  he  was  before. 

It  was  foon  after  this,  viz .  in  Odtober 
1764,  that,  happening  to  be  at  Paris,  I  was 
defired  to  fee  the  count.  Three  years  and 
a  half  were  now  elapfed  lince  his  fall,  and 
the  unfuccefsful  trial  of  every  remedy, 

which 
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which  could  be  thought  of,  left  very  little 
room  to  hope,  that  any  thing  could  be  fer- 
viceable  to  him. 

A  more  melancholy  objedl  I  never  be¬ 
held.  The  patient,  naturally  a  handfome, 
middle- fized,  fanguine  man,  of  a  chearful 
difpofition  and  an  adtive  mind,  appeared 
much  emaciated,  ftooping  and  dejedted. 
He  ftill  walked  alone  with  a  cane  from  one 
room  to  another,  but  with  great  difficulty, 
and  in  a  tottering  manner;  his  left  hand 
and  arm  were  much  reduced,  and  could 
hardly  perform  any  motion ;  the  right  was 
fomewhat  benumbed,  and  the  count  could 
fcarely  lift  it  up  to  his  head  ;  his  faliva 
was  continually  trickling  out  of  his  mouth, 
and  he  had  neither  the  power  of  retaining 
it,  nor  of  fpitting  it  out  freely.  What  words 
he  ftill  could  utter  were  monofyllables,  and 
thefe  came  out,  after  much  ftruggle,  in  a 
violent  expiration,  and  with  fuch  a  low 
voice  and  indiftindt  articulation,  as  hardly 
to  be  under  flood  but  by  thofe,  who  were 
conftantly  with  him.  He  fetched  his  breath 
rather  hard ;  his  pulfe  was  low,  but  nei¬ 
ther  accelerated  nor  intermitting^  He  took 

S  3  very 
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very  little  nourifhment,  could  chew  and 
fwallow  no  folids,  and  even  found  great 
pain  in  getting  down  liquids.  Milk  was 
almoft;  his  only  food.  His  body  was 
rather  loofe,  his  urine  natural,  his  deep 
good,  his  fenfes  and  the  powers  of  his 
mind  were  unimpaired ;  he  was  attentive 
to,  and  fenfible  of,  every  thing,  which  was 
faid  in  converfation,  and  {hewed  himfelf 
very  defirous  of  joining  in  it,  but  was  con¬ 
tinually  checked  by  the  impediment  in  his 
fpeech,  and  the  difficulty  which  his  hear¬ 
ers  were  put  to.  Happily  for  him,  he  was 
able  to  read,  and  as  capable  as  ever  of  wri¬ 
ting,  as  he  (hewed  me  by  putting  into  my 
hands  an  account  of  his  prefent  lituation, 
drawn  up  by  himfelf ;  and  I  am  informed 
that  he  fpent  his  time  to  the  very  lad,  in 
writing  upon  fome  of  the  mod  abfhufe 
fubjedts. 

As  no  local  alteration  or  tumor,  either  in 
the  neck  or  any  where  elfe,  was  ever  ob- 
ferved,  and  the  fymptoms  came  on  gradu¬ 
ally,  the  family  were  divided  as  to  the 
caufe  of  the  diforder  ;  mod  of  them  af- 
cribing  it  to  fome  hurt  in  the  head  itfelf, 

occafioned 
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occafioned  by  the  fall,  and  others  to  fame 
hereditary  or  accidental  defed.  The  phy- 
fician,  Dr*  Bellet,  a  very  fenfible  and  ex¬ 
perienced  praditioner  of  Paris,  and  one  of 
the  King  of  France’s  phyficians,  and  the 
furgeon,  both  joined  with  me,  in  thinking 
that  the  feat  of  the  diforder  lay  within 
fome  of  the  upper  cervical  vertebrce ,  and 
that  the  caufe  might  be  an  induration  or 
thickening  of  the  membranes  of  the  medul¬ 
la  fpinalis ,  occafioned  by  fome  {training  of 
them,  in  the  fall,  by  the  hidden  bending  of 
the  neck.  It  was  not  difficult  to  prognof- 
ticate,  that  the  cafe  was  altogether  out  of 
the  reach  of  any  affiftance  from  art,  that 
death  was  unavoidable,  and,  what  was  worfe, 
that  it  would  come  on  gradually  and  flowly. 
As  all  adive,  and  what  are  called  nervous, 
medicines  had  been  found  very  difagreeable 
to  his  ftomach ;  that  fomentations,  whe¬ 
ther  emollient  or  acrid,  blifters,  caufties, 
&c.  had  been  ufed  in  vain,  I  could  think 
of  nothing  that  could  be  tried  with  any 
appearance  of  fuccefs,  except  gentle  mer¬ 
curial  fridions  upon  the  part,  which  I  fup- 
pofed  to  have  been  principally  affeded, 

S  4  *  They 
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They  were  tried  after  I  came  away,  bat 
no  good  effedt  was  obferved,  fufficient  to 
warrant  their  continuance  ;  and  the  con-* 
ftant  fpitting  was  fuppofed  to  be  an  obftacle 
to  the  ufe  of  them.  Perhaps,  in  time,  me¬ 
dicine,  growing  bolder  than  it  now  is,  wiH, 
in  thefe  defperate  cafes,  venture  upon  a 
perforation  of  the  bony  theca  of  the  fpinal 
marrow,  and  imitate  the  operation  of  the 
trepan ,  either  to  difcharge  fluids,  or  to 
remove  comprefling  bodies,  to  bring  thick¬ 
ened  membranes  to  fuppuration,  or  to 
exfoliate  carious  bones.  I  mu  ft  however 
ingenuoufly  confefs,  that  the  profpedt  feems 
as  yet  very  far  from  being  flattering. 
The  fpinal  channel  appears  to  be  altogether 
inacceflible,  on  it’s  fore-part,  in  it’s  whole 
extent ;  the  quantity  of  flefh,  under  which 
the  roots  of  the  fpinal  proceflfes  of  all  the 
yertebrce  are  buried  •  the  difficulty  of  cut¬ 
ting  them  out  either  with  a  chiflel  or  a  faw  ; 
the  danger  of  bruifing  the  medullary  fub- 
ftance  itfelf  in  fuch  an  operation  ;  and,  I 
may  add,  in  many  cafes,  the  great  uncer¬ 
tainty  of  the  precife  part,  where  alone  the 
opening  could  be  ufeful ;  are  very  difcou- 

;  ^ging. 
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raging.  If  it  be  faid  that,  in  many  cafes  of 
palfy  in  the  lower  extremities,  the  affedted 
part  of  the  fpine  is  pointed  out,  by  an 
evident  ftarting  or  fwelling  of  the  fpinal 
procefles  fomewhere  in  the  back  or  loins, 

I  mull  obferve,  that  this  fymptom  does  not 
commonly  (hew  itfelf,  till  the  bodies  of  the 
vertebra,  grown  carious ,  are  crufhed  under 
the  weight  which  they  fuftain;  a  circumftance 
which  renders  the  cafe  almoft  intractable. 

Thefe  difficulties  are  indeed  fuch  as  to 

\ 

leave  little  hope,  and  I  mull  fubmit  it  to 
the  mafters  of  our  own,  and  of  the  chirur- 
gical,  art,  whether  they  be  not  abfolutely 
unfurmountable.  Yet,  when  I  confider  how 

much  both  have  been  affifted  and  extended 

/  * 

by  improvements  in  natural  philofophy,  ma¬ 
nual  dexterity,  repeated  obfervations,  and, 
above  all,  by  the  unknown  and  unexhaufted 
refources  of  nature,  I  cannot  help  expref- 
fing  my  zealous  wiffies,  that  what  I  now 
only  throw  out,  as  a  mere  hint,  may,  fome 
time  or  other,  lead  to  ufeful  experiments 
upon  the  dead,  and  prudent  trials  upon  the 
living.  And  where  might  fome  degree  of 
boldnefs  be  more  excufable,  or  any  ftep 

towards 
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towards  affording  the  lead;  chance  of  relief, 
perhaps  only  of  hope,  be  deemed  more  glo¬ 
rious,  than  in  cafes  where  humanity  is  fo 
deeply  concerned,  fince  the  worft  that  could 
happen  feems  hardly  to  equal  the  horror  of 
a  gradual  decay  of  the  natural,  animal,  and 
vital  functions,  unavoidably,  though  alway 
too  late,  relieved  folely  by  death. 

This  was  the  fate  of  the  unhappy  French 
gentleman,  about  five  months  after  I  had 
feen  him,  as  will  appear  by  the  following 

extrad  of  a  letter,  which  I  received  from 
his  phyfician, 

Paris ,  March  16,  1765, 


SIR. 


"^HE  concern,  which  you  took  in  count 
de  Lordat’s  cafe,  induces  me  to  in¬ 
form  you  of  his  death.  I  found  his  ftrength 
vifibly  decreafing ;  his  breath  failed  him 
more  and  more  every  day,  deglutition  grew 
more  painful,  and  his  utterance  became  fo 
indiftind,  that  at  laft  it  was  impoffible  to 
diflinguifh  any  articulate  found.  As  he 
was  in  thefe  unhappy  circumftances,  a  fo- 

l  feigner 
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reigner  came  to  Paris,  and  being  the  only 
practitioner,  who  mentioned  a  cafe  fome- 
what  fimilar  fuccefsfully  treated  by  him, 
it  was  natural  for  a  dying  man  to  catch  at 
the  hopes  of  being  relieved.  The  cafe 
was  this :  a  woman,  having  by  a  fall  hurt 
the  lumbar  vertebra,  was  feized  with  a 
palfy  in  both  legs.  The  accident  was  quite 
recent,  and  (lie  was  cured  by  lying  upon 
emollient  poultices,  and  taking  internally 
deobftruent  medicines.  The  fame  method 
was  accordingly  tried  ;  count  de  Lordat’s 
neck  was  wrapt  up  in  cataplafms ,  and  he 
took  of  the  oL  tart .  per  deliq .  firlt  to  the 
quantity  of  two  drops,  and  gradually  on  to 
twenty,  in  a  very  fmall  quantity  of  water. 
He  likewife  made  ufe  of  a  mixture  of  bark, 
cafcarilla,  and  faffron,  with  a  vinous  tinc¬ 
ture  of  orange  peel.  Thefe  remedies  were 
continued  for  a  fortnight,  but  the  laft  days 
he  complained  of  a  mod  violent  pain  in 
his  ftomach,  which  was  removed  by  the 
application  of  a  theriacal  plader.  The 
count  afterwards  fell  into  a  kind  of  drowfv 
fit,  and,  upon  his  waking,  feemed  to  la¬ 
bour  under  an  imperfeCt  delirium.  I  was 
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recalled,  and,  as  I  had  fufpended  my  vifits 
during  the  courfe  of  the  laft  remedies,  was 
aftonilhed  to  fee  how  much  he  was  altered 
for  the  worfe.  Though  he  had  before 
been  daily  decaying  in  ftrength,  the  pro- 
grefs  of  his  weaknefs  had  been  much  great- 
ter  in  the  compafs  of  this  laft  fortnight, 
than  in  the  three  foregoing  months  put  to¬ 
gether.  He  was  threatened  with  fuffoca- 
tion,  fetched  his  breath  by  ftarts,  and  with 
his  mouth  wide  open ;  the  flowing  of  the 
faliva  was  ftopt.  However  he  got  up  at 
eleven  in  the  morning,  and  at  nine  at  night 
he  walked  into  his  bed-chamber  leaning 
upon  a  man,  but  died  between  four  and 
five,  the  next  morning  which  was  the  5th 
of  March. 

Although  all  the  phyficians,  who  had 
been  confulted,  had  declared  his  fall  to  be 
the  caufe  of  his  death,  the’  family,  fufpedl- 
ing  fome  hereditary  difpolitions,  to  have 
had  a  Ihare  in  the  fymptoms,  were  defirous, 
on  account  of  the  children,  that  the  body 
iftiould  be  opened.  Mr.  Sorbier,  chief  fur- 
geort  of  the  Gendarmerie,  performed  the 

operation* 
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operation,  at  which  I  affifted.  We  firft 
examined  the  mufcles  of  the  tongue,  which 
were  found  extenuated  and  of  a  ioofe  tex¬ 
ture.  We  obferved  no  figns  of  compreffion 
in  the  Ungual  and  brachial  nerves,  as  high 
as  their  exit  from  the  bafis  of  the  cranium 
and  the  vertebrae  of  the  neck ;  but  they 
appeared  to  us  more  compadt  than  they 
commonly  are,  being  nearly  tendinous.1 
The  dura  mater  was  in  a  found  flate,  but 
the  pia  mater  was  full  of  blood  and  lymph ; 
on  it  feveral  fmall  hydatides ,  and  towards 
the  falx  fome  marks  of  fuppuration  were 
obferved.  The  ventricles  were  filled  with 
water,  and  the  plexus  choroides  was  confi- 
derably  enlarged,  and  fluffed  with  grumous 
blood.  The  cortical  furface  of  the  brain 
appeared  much  browner  than  ufual,  but 
neither  the  medullary  part  nor  cerebellum 
were  impaired.  We  chiefly  took  notice  of 
the  medulla  oblongata.  This  was  greatly 
enlarged,  furpafiing  the  ufual  fize  by  more 
than  one  third.  It  was  likewife  more 
compadt.  The  membranes ,  which,  in  their 
continuation,  inclofe  the  fpina!  marrow. 
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were  fo  tough  that  we  found  great  difficul¬ 
ty  in  cutting  through  them,  and  we  obfer- 
ved  this  to  be  the  caufe  of  the  tendinous 

.  y  .♦ 

texture  of  the  cervical  nerves.  The  mar¬ 
row  itfelf  had  acquired  fuch  folidity  as  to. 
elude  the  preffure  of  our  fingers  $  it  refilled 
as  a  callous  body,  and  could  not  be  bruifed. 
This  hardnefs  was  obferved  all  along  the 
vertebrae  of  the  neck,  but  leflened  by  de¬ 
grees,  and  was  not  near  fo  confiderable  in 
the  vertebrae  of  the  thorax.  Though  the 
patient  was  but  nine  and  thirty  years  old, 
the  cartilages  of  the  Jlernum  were  offified, 
and  required  as  much  labor  to  cut  them 
afunder  as  the  ribs ;  like  thefe  they  were 
fpungy,  but  feme  what  whiter.  The  lungs 
and  heart  were  found.  At  the  bottom  of  the 
flomach,  appeared  an  inflammation,  which 
increafed  as  it  extended  to  the  inteftines. 
The  ileum  looked  of  that  dark  and  livid 
hue,  which  is  obferved  in  membranous  parts? 
tending  to  mortification.  The  colon  was 
not  above  an  inch  in  diameter,  the  return 
was  finaller  flill,  but  both  appeared  found. 
We  could  have  wdffied  to  have  traced  the 
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progrefs  of  the  nerves,  to  their  fmaller  ra¬ 
mifications  in  the  paljied  parts,  but  were 
too  much  ftreightened  for  time. 

From  thefe  appearances,  we  were  at  no 
lofs  to  fix  the  caufe  of  this  gradual  palfy , 
in  the  alteration  of  the  medulla  fpinalis  and 

oblongata ;  we  like  wife  judged,  that  the 
gangrenous  difpofition  had  partly  contribu¬ 
ted  to  the  hidden  diminution  of  ftrength, 
which  happened  in  the  laft  days.  You, 
Sir,  guefled  that  the  membranes  of  the  me¬ 
dulla  oblongata ,  but  chiefly  of  the  fpinalis : 
had  been  hurt  by  the  fall  5  and  I  conceive 
that,  by  this  accident,  the  head  being  vio¬ 
lently  bent  to  the  right,  the  nervous  mem¬ 
branes  on  the  left  were  excefiively  ftretched 
and  irritated  $  that  this  caufe  extended  by 
degrees  to  the  fpinal  marrow,  which,  being 
thereby  comprelfed,  brought  on  the  para¬ 
lytic  fymptoms,  not  only  of  the  left  arm, 
but  at  laft  in  fome  meafure  alfo  of  the  right. 
This  induration  feerns  to  have  been  occafi- 
oned  by  the  conftant  afflux  of  the  nutrative 
juices,  which  were  ftopt  at  that  place,  and 
deprived  of  their  mo  ft  liquid  parts ;  the 

grafter 
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grofler  ones,  being  unable  to  fpread  in  the 
bony  cavity,  by  which  they  were  confined  i 

could  only  acquire  a  greater  folidity,  and 
change  a  foft  body  into  a  hard  and  nearly 
ofleous  mafs.  This  likewife  accounts  for 
the  increafe  of  the  medulla  oblongata ,  which, 
being  loaded  with  more  juices  than  it  could 
fend  off,  fwelled  in  the  fame  manner  as 
the  branches  of  trees,  which  will  grow  of 
a  monftrous  fize,  when  the  fap  which  runs 
into  them  is  ftopt  in  it’s  progrefs.  The 
medulla  oblongata  not  growing  fo  hard  as 
the  fpinalis  was  doubtlefs  owing  to  it’s  not 
being  confined  in  an  ofleous  theca ,  but  fur- 
rounded  with  foft  parts,  which  allowed  it 
room  to  fpread.  The  obftrudtion  from 
the  bulk  of  this  fubftance  muff:  have  af-  j 
feCted  the  brain,  and  probably  produced 
the  thickening  of  the  pia  mater ,  the  by - 
datides ,  and  the  beginning  of  fuppuration, 
whereas  the  dura  mater ,  being  of  a  harder 
texture,  was  not  injured.  May  not  this  be 
the  reafon  why  the  patient  never  com¬ 
plained  of  the  head-ach,  and  to  the  laft 
preferved  the  higheft  intellectual  powers  ? 

The 
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The  inflammation,  and  tendency  to  a  mor¬ 
tification,  in  the  bowels  appear  to  have 
been  independent  of  the  palfy,  and  may  have 
been  occafioned  by  the  laii  aftive  remedies. 
The  offification  of  the  cartilages  feems  to 
have  been  of  the  lame  nature  with  that 
which  is  obferved  in  very  old  people, 
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XXVI.  The  Cafe  of  a  Lady,  labouring  un~ 
der  a  Diabetes,  attended  with  uncommon 
Irregularities  of  the  Pulfe,  and  Palpitati¬ 
ons  of  her  Heart ,  by  Richard  Brocklefby* 
M.  D .  Fellow  of  the  Royal  College  of 
Phyficians,  and  of  the  Royal  Society. 
Read  January  26,  1767. 

A  LADY  of  great  fenfibility  of  temper 
and  fine  genius,  rather  corpulent 
than  otherwife,  though  advancing  in  years, 
had  enjoyed,  through  the  former  part  of 
her  life,  an  almofl:  uninterrupted  feries  of 
good  health,  till  about  fix  years  ago,  that 
fhe  felt  herfelf  fuddenly  attacked  with  a  fen- 
fation  of  third;  hardly  tolerable ;  and  this 
was,  fhortly  after,  attended  with  a  notable 
wafting  away  of  her  healthful  corpulency, 
with  great  dejedion  of  fpirits,  a  flight  pain 
in  both  her  fides,  and  with  a  pricking  un- 
eafinefs  round  her  waift  >  however,  thofe 
complaints  were  fo  little  regarded  for  above 
two  years,  that  ihe  confulted  no  regular 
medical  advifer  all  that  time,  till  at  length 
one  day,  by  fome  accident,  file  happened 

to 
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to  difcover  her  urine  fmelled,  and  tailed 
exceedingly  fweet  as  honey  it  felf,  without 
retaining  in  any  degree  it’s  natural  urinous 
flavour.  This  circumftance  quickly  alarmed 
her  fo  much,  that  £he  immediately  applied 
to  fome  intelligent  perfon,  who,  finding  the 
quantity  of  her  daily  urine  aifo  unufually 
increafed,  acquainted  her,  that  {he  laboured 
under  a  flight  degree  of  the  diabetes ;  af¬ 
ter  this,  {he  foon  found  herfelf  much  in¬ 
commoded  with  palpitations  and  fpajmodic 
twitchings  in  divers  parts,  fometimes  in 
her  neck,  at  others  in  her  back,  &c.  She 
adds,  that  {he  remembers  the  palpitations 
of  her  heart  were  very  remarkable  from 
the  firft.  For  thefe  complaints,  a  journey 
to  Briftol  wells  was  recommended,  and 
there  {he  was  defired  to  amufe  herfelf  with 
chearful  company,  and  to  drink  thofe  wa¬ 
ters  on  the  fpot ;  {he  accordingly  complied, 
and  there  refided  ten  weeks,  during  which, 
by  advife  of  a  phyfician,  fhe  was  blooded 
once,  and  took  fmall  dofes  of  rhubarb  eve¬ 
ry  three  or  four  days,  with  intent  to  ex¬ 
cite  at  mod  two  or  three  ftools  extraor¬ 
dinary  ;  by  which  method,  before  the  end 
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of  her  flay,  (lie  gradually  became  fo  much 
better,  that  fhe  concluded  herfelf  perfectly 
recovered,  till,  juft  before  fhe  had  appointed 
to  leave  Briftol,  that  her  anxiety  about  re¬ 
turning  to  London  brought  back  her  thirft, 
parched  tongue,  and  fweet  urine,  almoft  as 
bad  as  ever.  This  circumftance  determin¬ 
ed  her  to  poft  away  to  Bath,  where  two 
eminent  phyficians  in  confultation  recom¬ 
mended  iffues  to  be  made  above  her  knee, 
thereby  meaning  to  fubftitute  a  gradual 
drain,  in  lieu  of  that  which  nature  fome 
years  before  had  quite  fupprefled.  Thefe 
gentlemen  farther  urged  her  to  drink  the 
Bath  waters,  fo  as  to  give  the  fame  a  fair 
trial ;  and,  in  compliance  with  their  advice, 
fhe  ftaid  full  five  months,  living  there  very 
quiet  and  ftill,  and  interpofing  fome  gen¬ 
tle  evacuations  by  calomel  purges,  by  which 
method  fhe  again  gained  ground,  and  only 
now  and  then  fuffered  the  fymptom  of 
uncommon  thirft,  which  ever  and  anon  re¬ 
turned,  oftener  even  than  her  urine  be¬ 
came  fweetifh.  Thus  Ihe  lived  on  the 
whole  not  very  much  incommoded,  till 
about  the  end  of  March  1766,  when  the 

death 
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death  of  a  relation,  and  more  bodily  fatigue 
than  ordinary,  brought  back  again  the  de¬ 
jection  of  her  fpirits,  fluttering  at  her  heart, 
with  convulfive  catchings  all  over  her5 
though  momentary  and  irregular,  and  a 
univerfal  laflitude  of  her  limbs.  In  this 
condition  I  firft  vifited  her,  for  the  former 
part  of  this  narrative  is  nearly  taken  from 
the  patient’s  own  written  account ,  and,  on 
feeling  her  pulfe,  I  found  them  beat  ftrong, 
and  full  for  feven  or  eight  ftrokes,  but  then 
a  fudden  ftoppage  enfued  for  near  half  as 
long  an  interval,  as  I  had  counted  the  pulfe 
before ;  and  thus  for  feveral  days  went  on 
alternately  flopping  and  renewing,  though 
with  confiderable  variety  in  the  periods  of 
time  ;  and,  after  the  longer  periods  of  fuch 
ftoppings,  her  heart  would  fuddenly  beat  fo 
loud,  that  fhe  thought,  at  the  enfuing  flop- 
page,  it  had  often  done  making  it’s  laft 
effort  to  pufh  on  her  lazy  blood,  (as  fhe 
termed  it.)  The  intervals  of  thefe  flop- 
pages  were  very  various  $  for,  feme  days  I 
reckoned  four,,  five,  fix,  feven,  and  once 
eighth  feconds  of  a  flop-watch,  (no  incon- 
fiderable  period  indeed,  when  carefully 
fneaflured)  before  her  pulfe  renewed. 

T  3  Whatever 
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Whatever  might  be  the  proximate  caufe 
of  this  irregularity,  the  primary  curative 
indication  was  plainly  to  take  away  a  pro¬ 
per  quantity  of  blood,  and  cupping  in  her 

circumdances  was  judged  the  fitted  method 
of  doing  this  ;  and  afterwards  dimulating 
by  the  application  of  a  blider,  and  empty¬ 
ing  the  bowels  with  tinB .  facray  were 
thought  expedient  and  likely,  with  the 
farther  ufe  of  fifteen  grains  of  afafcetida , 
and  double  that  quantity  of  levigated  native 
cinnabar ,  thrice  every  twenty- four  hours,  to 
relieve  her  complaints.  On  the  third  day 
of  her  being  in  this  courfe,  and  after  cup¬ 
ping,  the  unequal  tenor  of  her  pulfe  was 
greater  than  I  at  fird  thought  it,  for  I  count¬ 
ed  an  interval  of  eight  feconds  pafs  with¬ 
out  a  fingle  ftroke;  and  through  all  that 
day  (lie  fell  into  fuch  an  ajpbuxia ,  at  timesj 
that  her  friends  gave  up  her  cafe  for  loft. 
Yet,  by  perfevering  only  a  fhort  time  with 
pun  duality  in  this  courfe,  I  found  all  her 
fymptoms  gradually  abate,  and  though  die, 
too  foon  wearied  of  her  regularity  in  taking 
medicines,  (the  common  error  of  mod 
convalefcents),  yet  by  the  above  means,  with 

.  the 
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the  addition  of  flor.  martial,  grr  ft.  daily 
in  each  dofe,  in  fix  weeks,  fhe  recovered 
a  perfect  regularity  of  her  pulfe,  and  was 
well  enough  to  undertake  a  journey  to 
Southampton,  the  fummer  following,  when 
fhe  bathed  in  the  fea-water,  and  drank  of 
the  fame,  though  with  greater  moderation 
indeed,  than  many  people  at  fuch  places 
obferve  ;  and  all  that  time  fhe  was  there, 
feemed  perfectly  well,  but,  foon  after  her 
return  to  London,  the  fweet  fmell  and  tafte 
’  of  her  urine,  unaccompanied  with  her  for¬ 
mer  ftoppage  in  her  pulfe,  returned  partial¬ 
ly  5  but  thefe  were  removed  foon  by  the 
following  medicines  :  R  pulv,  flor .  chamce- 
mel ,  gr.  XXV.  fpecier .  aramat .  gr,  iij. 
pulv .  rad .  rbei  gr,  ij.  712.  This  powder 
was  taken  about  a  week,  three  times  a  day, 
in  a  draught  of  chamomile  tea,  or  wine 
and  water  ;  and,  befides,  this,  die  drank, 
every  night  and  morning  for  fix  weeks, 
about  half  a  pint  of  alum  whey,  made 
by  boiling  from  fifty  to  thirty  grains  of 
powdered  roche  alum,  in  a  fufficient  quan¬ 
tity  of  new  milk  from  the  cow,  to  get  a 
full  pint  of  whey  and  I  think  her  fpeedy 
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recovery,  this  laft  time,  muft  be  principally 
afcribed  to  the  ufe  of  this  whey,  for  {he  has 
continued  quite  well  thefe  twelve  weeks 
without  any  relapfe. 

I  have  been  the  more  willing  to  record  the 
above  cafe,  as,  in  the  beginning  of  my  at¬ 
tendance  and  tor  feveral  days  after,  I  was 
appreheniive  the  faultering  in  the  pulfe 
might  have  been  induced  by  fome  immove¬ 
able  obftrudtion,  or  infuperable  defedt,  ei¬ 
ther  in  the  heart  itfelf,  pericardium ,  or  an 
offification  of  the  aorta ,  or  a  dilatation  of 
fome  of  the  larger  cavities,  or  Janguiferous 
veflels,  according  to  a  variety  of  fuch-like 
appearances  reported  in  Morgagni ,  and  other 
obfervators,  after  difledtion  of  fimilar  dif- 
eafed  bodies. 

Now  this  recovery  ferves  to  evince,  that 
it  often  may  be  advifeable  to  feed  the  ea¬ 
ger  wifhes  of  the  fick,  with  proper  con¬ 
fidence  of  a  cure,  in  feveral  deplorable 
cafes,  at  leaft  till  a  fufficient  time  for  try¬ 
ing  the  powers  and  efficacy  of  medicine 
hath  been  allowed,  before  the  phyfician 
ventures  to  pronounce  a  dubious  cafe  quite 
defperate. 

XXVII.  An 
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XXVII.  An  Account  of  the  Effects  of 
Caftor,  and  the  Peruvian  Bark*  in  the 
Hooping  Cough,  by  Michael  Morris, 
M.  D .  Phyjician  to  the  Weftminlier 
Hofpital,  and  F .  R .  *$.  Read  February 
9, 1767. 


ABOUT  the  26th  of  September  1766, 
my  three  children,  the  eldeft  a  boy 
about  eight  years  old,  the  fecond  feven, 
and  the  youngeft  fix,  were  afflkfted  with 
the  hooping  cough  ;  they  were  lately  re¬ 
covered  from  the  meqfles ?  by  which  and  a 
fear  let  fever  that  fucceeded,  they  had  fuf- 
fered  confiderably,  and  were  much  weak- 
ened.  I  gave  them  emuljions ,  and  a  variety 
of  balfamics  for  a  confiderable  time,  with¬ 
out  any  fign  of  amendment ;  during  this 
courfe,  they  were  fent  into  the  country  eve¬ 
ry  morning,  and  brought  back  about  three 
o’clock.  I  then  had  the  eldeft,  who  was 
the  worft  of  the  three,  blooded,  and,  as  the 
blood  was  fizy,  applied  a  blifter  to  hi$ 
back,  which  I  kept  open  for  a  confiderable 
time,  but  the  cough  continued  nearly  as 

violent 
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violent  as  ever,  and  neither  the  hooping 
nor  retching  feemed  to  be  fenfibly  abated  in 
any  of  the  children. 

I  then  tried  the  aether ,  but  was  foon 
obliged  to  defift,  as  it  appeared  to  heat  them 
greatly. 

In  the  mean  time,  I  turned  over  a  great 
number  of  ancient  and  modern  medical 
authors,  but  found,  that  very  little  notice 
had  been  taken  of  the  hooping  cough  by 
any  that  I  had  an  opportunity  of  confut¬ 
ing,  except  Willis  and  even  he,  with¬ 
out  relating  it’s  fymptoms  or  ftages  with 
his  ufual  accuracy,  mentions  it  as  a  difor^ 
der  not  yielding  to  the  common  treatment, 
very  difficult  to,  cure,  and  generally  aban¬ 
doned  to  quacks  and  old  women  ;  yet  he 
appears  to  have  fometimes  prefcribed  fmall 
dofes  ©f  calomel  fuccefsfully  an  this  difor- 
der,  and  feems  to  recommend  the  mufcus 
pyxidatus ,  or  cup^mofs,  by  giving  directions 
with  regard  to  the  dofe  and  preparations 
of  it.  He  agrees  with  other  writers  on  the 
fubjedl,  that  it  is  not  often  fatal  ;  but, 

though 

*  Dc  Operationibus  Medicarnentorum ,  p.  169. 
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though  this  fhould  be  the  cafe,  yet  it  is 
flrange  that  fo  little  attention  has  been  giv¬ 
en  to  a  difeafe,  which,  from  the  violence 
of  it’s  fymptoms,  muft  be  fo  very  alarm¬ 
ing  and  diftrefsful  to  parents. 

Bleeding  and  change  of  air  have  been 
alfo  recommended,  but^  though  experience 
fhews  that  the  firft  guards  againft  the  dan¬ 
gers  that  may  attend  the  violent  efforts  of 
the  convulfive  cough ,  and  the  latter  miti¬ 
gates  and  moderates  the  fymptoms,  yet  nei¬ 
ther  feems  effedually  to  flrike  at  the  root  of 
the  diforder. 

Hence  fudden  frights  have  been  pro- 
pofed  as  falutary,  and  amulets  have  been 
hung  to  the  neck  with  the  like  views  $  for 
>vhen  rational  methods  feem  to  fail,  men 
generally  fly  for  relief  to  extraordinary  and 
even  fuperfticious  practices. 

On  confidering  the  merits  of  the  medi¬ 
cines,  which  had  been  given  with  fuccefs 
in  the  hooping  cough ,  as  far  as  they  depend 
on  their  fenfible  qualities,  I  found  that  all  of 
them  were  of  the  ftomachic  and  deobftru- 
ent  kind ;  adding  to  this  the  Angular  effi¬ 
cacy  attributed  by  many,  from  experience, 

to 
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to  refpiring  the  rank  atmofphere  of  a  goat 
Or  a  fox  reflecting  on  the  great  analogy 
between  the  hooping  cough  in  children  and 
intermiting  fevers  in  adults*  and  finally  be¬ 
ing  affured  from  the  fudden  and  perfect 
apurexia,  that  the  cough  was  partly  fpar - 
modicy  it  occurred  to  me  that  cajlor  and  the 
Peruvian  bark  deferved  a  trial  in  it,  and 
even  promifed  fuccefs. 

CASES  I.  II.  III. 

Accordingly  I  gave  eight  grains  of  caf* 
for,  and  fifteen  grains  of  the  Peruvian  bark 
powdered,  with  three  fpoonfuls  of  fimple 
<alexiterial  water,  to  each  of  my  children, 
every  four  hours  *  in  about  four  days  the 
hooping  and  retching  were  confiderably 
abated,  and  in  a  few  days  more  intirely 
fubdued  in  the  two  youngeft ;  the  eldeft 
did  not  get  rid  of  the  hooping  perfectly  for 
near  a  fortnight,  but  the  intervals  were 
vaftly  longer,  and  the  hooping  but  trifling 
without  any  retchings  in  lefs  than  a  week. 

The 

*  Many  perfons  or  veracity  have  aflured  me,  that 
their  children  had  been  cured,  in  nine  or  ten  days,  by 
breakfafting  with  a  fox,  as  they  expreffed  themfelves. 
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The  cough  continued  fome  time  longer,  but 
was  reduced  to  the  effedts  of  an  ordinary- 
cold. 

CASE  IV. 

A  boy  about  ten  years  old,  a  patient  in 
the  Weftminfter  hofpital,  had  the  hooping 
cough  fo  violently,  that  he  vomited  blood 
frequently  every  day.  He  had  taken  bal-* 
famics  and  been  twice  blooded,  before  I  faw 
him,  without  any  relief.  I  ordered  him 
nine  grains  of  cajlor  with  an  ounce  of  the 
common  decodtion  of  the  bark ,  four  times 
a  day  j  in  three  days  the  hooping  and  retch¬ 
ing  were  abated,  he  ceafed  vomiting  blood, 
and  in  ten  days  more  his  cough  was  intirely 
cured. 

CASE  V. 

A  boy  nine  years  old,  in  Charles- ft reet 
Covent-garden,  had  the  hooping  cough  at¬ 
tended  with  violent  retchings  and  a  great 
difficulty  of  refpiration  as  he  refufed  the 
bark  in  every  fhape,  I  ordered  him  nine 
grains  of  cajlor  and  twelve  of  the  pulvis 

contrayervce 


286  Medical  Obfervations  and  Inquiries . 

contrayervce  compofitus ,  to  be  taken  in  three 
fpoonfuls  of  Ample  alexiterial  water,  with 
ten  drops  of  tindure  of  caftor  every  four 
hours :  at  the  fame  time  I  ordered  a  blif- 
ter  to  his  neck  j  in  three  or  four  days, 
the  hooping  and  retching  were  fubdued,  and 
in  lefs  than  a  fortnight  he  was  perfedly 
cured. 

I  (hall  conclude  this  account  with  an 

* 

obfervation,  that  tends  to  confirm  the  ana¬ 
logy  between  the  hooping  cough  and  inter- 
miting  fevers,  which  I  do  not  recoiled: 
having  met  with  in  any  medical  author, 
though  it  appears  to  be  known  to  mod 
parents,  that  have  had  children  afflided  with 
this  diforder,  viz.  that  autumnal  hooping 
coughs  frequently  renew  their  attacks  early 
in  the  fucceeding  fpring,  though  apparently 
cured  long  before.  This  I  have  experienced 
in  my  own  and  two  other  children ;  I 
treated  them  with  c  aft  or  and  bark  as  before, 
and  they  have  now  no  complaint  but  an 
ordinary  cough. 

February  7,  M.  MORRIS. 

1767. 

XXVIII.  An 
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XXVIII.  An  BJjay  on  the  Advantages  of 
very  early  Inoculation  by  M.  Maty 
Af.  j D.  R .  S .  Sec .  March  23,  1767. 

IT  very  feldom  happens,  that  the  beft 
inventions  are  at  once  brought  to  that 
degree  of  perfection,  which  they  are  capa¬ 
ble  of,  and  generally  arrive  at  in  time* 
How  far  this  holds  true  both  in  phyfick 
and  furgery,  let  any  one  decide,  who  con- 
liders,  what  great  improvements  have  been 
made  in  the  operation  of  lithotomy ,  the 
application  of  blifters,  the  adminiftration  of 
larky  opium  >  mercury ,  &c. 

Befides  many  more  in  dances,  inoculation 
will  furnilh  a  frefh  proof  of  my  afiertion. 
Whoever  compares  it’s  prefent  date  with 
what  it  was  in  Dr.  Jurin’s  time,  when 
the  utmoft,  that  could  be  promifed,  was  to 
fave  forty-nine  out  of  fifty  of  thofe,  who 
underwent  the  operation,  will  no  doubt  be 
convinced  that,  by  refraining  from  uniform 
troublefome,  and  often  hurtful  preparations, 
by  making  fmall  incifions,  by  improving 
the  hints  given  by  Boerhaave  with  refpeCt 

to 
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to  antimony  and  mercury ,  and,  what  is 
of  infinitely  greater  confequence,  by  fol¬ 
lowing  the  example  of  Sydenham  in  the 
free  ad  million  of  cool  air,  the  rifles  are- 
now  reduced  to  one  tenth,  or  one  in  five 
hundred  ;  and  I  queftion  whether,  in  point  of 
fafety,  much  more  can  be  expected  from 
art. 

But  it  muft  be  confefled,  that,  with  re- 
fpedt  to  real  utility  and  univerfality,  fome- 
thing  more  may  be  wanting,  at  leaft  in 
this  capital.  For  though  holpitals  have 
been  eredted,  and  common  people,  on 
whom  the  ftrength  of  a  ftate  chiefly  de¬ 
pends,  find  much  greater  facility,  than  for¬ 
merly,  in  being  inoculated,  at  little  or  no 
expence ;  yet  fo  few  of  them,  from  cir- 
cumftances  of  fortune,  bufinefs,  or  preju¬ 
dices,  can  reap  th^  benefit  of  this  method, 
that  it  is  doubted  by  many,  whether  the 
practice  of  inoculation ,  though  beneficial  to 
individuals,  is  not  detrimental  to  the  com¬ 
munity,  by  ihe  propagation  and  increafe  of 
the  natural  fmall  pox. 

This  objection  would  be  removed,  could 
we,  on  the  one  hand,  render  the  method  fo 

familiar. 
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.  familiar*  as  to  introduce  it  among  all  ranks 
of  people,  and,  on  the  other,  make  the  in¬ 
fection  to  be  apprehended  from  it  of  as 
little  confequence  as  poflible  to  the  bulk  of 
the  inhabitants. 

In  order  to  attain  both  thefe  ends,  t 
have  long  thought,  that  very  little  elfe 
would  be  required,  than  to  induce  common 
people,  by  arguments,  and,  if  neceflary,  by 
other  encouragements,  to  inoculate  their 
children,  as  foon  as  poflible  after  their  birth  ; 
and,  as  this  appears  to  me  the  maximum ,  to 
which  the  method  can  be  brought  with  re¬ 
gard  to  individuals,  I  flatter  myfelf  I  (hall 
be  equally  able  to  Ihew,  that  it  would  be 
flill  more  fo  with  refpeCl  to  the  public. 

I.  That  no  fubjedts  are  better  difpofed 
for  inoculation  than  new-born  children 
feems  hardly  to  be  a  matter  of  difpute. 
It  is,  fays  a  ftrenuous  and  able  advocate 
for  inoculation  the  method  of  the  circajjians. 
In  the  firjl  period  of  life ,  if  the  fmall  pox 
can  be  feared ,  it  muft  be  from  the  concourfe 
»f  accidental  caufes ,  which  cannot  be  pre- 
Voi.  III.  U  vented 
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vented  hj  inoculation  *.  Dr.  Kirkpatrick 
likewife  admits,  that  the  mildnefs  of  the 
fluids,  the  abfence  of  any  idea  of  fear,  the 
propenfity  to  fleep,  are  advantages,  and  no 
Very  inconfiderable  ones,  which  infancy  has 
with  regard  to  the  fmall-pox  Can  it  in¬ 
deed  be  flippofed  that  a  healthy  child  ftands 
in  need  of  any  preparation  to  encounter  this 
cruel  difeafe  ?  Scarcely  any  internal  difor- 
ders  then  require  to  be  known  or  prevented, 
no  bad  habits  are  to  be  corrected,  no  pafllons 
to  be  checked,  and,  what  is  (till  more  im¬ 
portant,  no  lownefs  of  fpirits  to  be  combat¬ 
ed.  Ligatures  have  not  yet  diftorted  the 
infant’s  limbs,  or  obflruded  circulation ; 
it’s  fldn,  foftened  by  a  conftant  warm  bath, 
is  eafiiy  extended,  the  pervioufnefs  of  the 
feveral  emundories  renders  the  fecretions 
and  excretions  eafy,  and  the  nature  of  the 
food  which  it  received  from  it’s  mother  muff 
have  given  the  befl:  affimiliation  both  to  it’s 
humours  and  folids.  In  {hort,  if  there  is  a 
period,  in  which  the  machine  is  in  a  perfed 

ftate, 

*  77 (fit  Inoculation  jujlifiee ,  p.  39.  f  Analyfis  of 

Inoculation  2d.  edit.  p.  219,  222. 
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date,  it  certainly  is  immediately  before  it 
begins  to  be  fpoiled,  or  at  the  firft  period 
after  nativity. 

The  management  of  a  new-born  infant 
is  equally  fimple  and  eafy.  Nature  points 
out  the  road.  That  milk,  which  ffie  pre* 
pares  in  the  mother  s  bread,  becomes  at 
once  it’s  food  and  it’s  phyfic,  and  the 
quantity  fhe  gives  is  equal  to  it’s  wants* 
The  freedom  of  motion,  which  it  enjoyed* 
may  dill,  and  ought  equally,  to  be  con¬ 
tinued.  The  difpofition  to  deep,  which  is 
natural  at  that  time,  renders  opiates  unne¬ 
cessary,  and,  as  the  diforders  incident  to  that 
period  lie  chiefly  in  the  domach  and  bowels* 
the  nature  of  the  dools  points  out  pretty 
clearly  what  little  helps  may  be  requifite. 

It  has  indeed  been  obje&ed  that  the  vis 
*vitce  in  a  child  feemed  too  languid  to  throw 
out  fufficiently  the  variolous  matter  j  that 
the  fldn  is  proportionably  thicker,  and 
perfpiration  lefs  abundant ;  that  new  or¬ 
gans  and  fenfations  are  to  be  acquired,  as 
it  is  probable,  that  the  child  neither  fees* 
hears,  nor  fmells  -y  that  the  acefcency  of 
the  food,  and  irritability  of  the  domach 

U  2  and 
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and  inteftines,  might  be  great  impediments 
to  fo  early  an  inoculation,  and  that  the  un¬ 
certainty  of  the  child’s  life  would  make  it 
cruel  to  add  a  new  rifk  to  the  many,  which 
it  has  to  run.  But  thefe  reafons,  to  which 
have  been  added  the  exquifite  fenfibility 
and  difpofition  to  fits  fo  remarkable  in 
children,  the  difficulty  of  making  them 
take  any  medicines,  efpecially  if  their 
mouth  grows  fore,  and  even  the  dangers 
arifing  from  dentition,  feems  to  be  too  pre¬ 
carious  or  too  weak  to  fuperfede  the  advan¬ 
tages  of  the  method  which  I  recommend. 

For,  as  to  the  danger  from  teeth,  it 
could  not  take  place,  if  inoculation  was 
performed  immediately  after  birth ;  and, 
even  at  any  other  period,  it  is  much  lefs 
to  be  feared  than  is  generally  thought.  An 
opening  of  the  guitis  will,  at  any  time,  ob¬ 
viate  whatever  inconveniencies  might  arife 
from  thence.  Medicines  will  hardly  ever 
be  required,  and  there  is  perhaps  no  time, 
when,  if  wanted,  they  could  with  lefs  dif¬ 
ficulty  be  thrown  in,  either  by  the  mouth 
or  by  clyfters.  Convulfions,  in  young 
babes,  feem  to  be,  not  fo  much  a  dif- 

eafe 
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cafe  *  as  an  indication  of  fome  diforder  in 
the  bowels,  or  the  effort  of  nature  to  ex¬ 
pel  fome  enemy.  That  difpofition  in  the 
intedinal  tube  to  excoriate,  which  arifes  from 
the  too  great  acefcency  of  milk  or  vegetable 
aliments,  and  frequently  occafions  fits,  is 
eafily  corrected  by  magnefia,  lime  water, 
oil,  and  by  fmall  quantities  of  broth  or 
other  animal  food  5  but  when  convulfions 
appear  at  the  beginning  of  fevers,  and  par¬ 
ticularly  the  variolous,  fo  far  are  they  from 
being  a  threatening  fymptom,  that  on  the 
contrary  the  mod  experienced  practitioners 
have  looked  upon  them  rather  as  a  favourable 
lign  •j'*.  The  multitude  of  diforders,  which 
children  are  liable  to,  perhaps  from  igno¬ 
rance  or  mifmanagement,  rather  than  from 
any  natural  difpofition,  ought  certainly  to 
induce  us  to  attempt  leffening  the  number 
of  them  at  lead  by  one.  The  imperfec¬ 
tion  of  organs  and  the  want  of  fome  fen- 
fa  tions,  though  we  may  quedion  the  faCt, 

U  3  would 

c-/ 

*  \mai  Se,  Trai^sg  fxev  fyv£%£££,  aKh  a  txaXKov  $vvcrtcxori9 
oti  na)  oikiTov  7ra§o$.  Aret.  i.  6.  de  Spafmis. 

f  Sydenham  fe£t.  iii.  c.  2.  Morton  de  Fehrib .  c. 
Mead  de  variofis ,  et  morbillis,  c.  4. 
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would  furely  be  no  difadvantage  in  a  dif- 
temper,  where  inactivity,  and,  if  I  may  ufe 
the  exprefilon,  apathy ,  are  found  fo  beneficial. 
It  is  very  far  from  being  certain,  that  the 
fkin  is  more  tough,  or  perfpiration  lefs  eafy 
in  infants  or,  if  they  were,  is  it  clear,  that 
any  great  inconvenience  would  arife  from 
either  ?  Laftiy,  that  their  ftrength  is  propor- 
tionably  fo  fmall,  does  not  appear  from  the 
great  operations  carried  on  at  the  firft  period  $ 
and  it  matters  not  that  the  heart  and  arte¬ 
ries  aCt  with  lefs  force,  if,  on  the  one  hand, 
the  circle,  which  the  fluids  have  to  move 
in,  is  fmaller,  and,  on  the  other,  the  weak- 
nefs  of  the  pulfations  is  fupplied  by  their 
frequency. 

Yet  it  is  urged  that  the  proportion  of 
fubjeCts,  who  died  in  inoculation,  under  five 
years  of  age,  appears  to  have  been  greater 
than  that  of  the  mortality,  at  any  other  period. 
I  find  indeed,  by  the  lifts  of  Dr.  Jurin  and 
Dr.  Scheuchtzer  from  1721  to  1728,  that 
nine  out  of  273,  or  one  out  of  thirty  in¬ 
oculated  children,  died  during  that  period, 
whereas  the  operation  in  grown  people  ap¬ 
pears  to  have  carried  off  but  one  in  fifty, 
v  But, 
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But,  as  none  of  thefenine  were  inoculated  in 
the  fir  ft  half-year  after  their  birth,  they  do 
not  properly  come  under  the  prefent  con- 
fideration ;  and  in  the  next  place,  as  fo 
many  more  children,  under  five  years,  die 

of  different  diforders,  than  at  any  other 
age,  which  is  evident  from  all  the  bills  of 
mortality,  it  is  more  than  probable  that 
feveral,  perhaps  mofl  of  thefe  nine,  would 
have  died,  though  they  had  not  been  in¬ 
oculated.  In  fadt,  I  find,  that  two  of  them 
had  watery  heads ;  that  the  mother  of  the 
third  was  ill  of  an  intermittent  fever,  which 
the  child  caught  with  the  rhilk,  and  died 
of ;  that  the  death  of  the  fourth  was  the 
effedt  of  an  beSiic  fever,  which  he  laboured 
under  before  the  operation,  and  which 
carried  him  off  two  months  after  it;  and 
that  the  fifth  had  taken  the  infedtion  in 
the  natural  way  from  his  fifter,  which 
brought  on  the  eruption  four  days  after 
inoculation.  By  taking  off  thefe  five,  the 
proportion  would  be  reduced  to  one  in  fix-, 
ty-feven,  which  is  much  lefs  than  that, 
which  was  then  obferved  in  older  fubjedts. 

U  4  Give 
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Give  me  leave  to  add,  in  point  of  con- 
veniency,  that  it  would  be  no  inconfider- 
able  faving  in  poor  families  to  have  this 
operation,  flight  as  it  is,  performed,  at  the 
fame  time  that  the  ftate  of  the  mother 
obliges  them  to  keep  a  nurfe,  who,  without 
any  great  additional  trouble  or  expence, 
might  take  care  of  the  child  s  and  I  appre¬ 
hend  that  the  free  admifiion  of  frefh  ai^ 
fo  beneficial  to  the  one,  would  not  be  detri¬ 
mental  to  the  other. 

The  tendernefs  of  parents,  fo  natural 
towards  their  offspring,  particularly  their 
firfl  child,  will  probably  be  urged  as  an 
argument  againfl  expofing  fo  precious  a  life, 
thus  early,  even  to  the  fmallefl  danger. 
Small  indeed  I  muft  call  it,  fince  it  is  natural 
to  fuppofe  that  hardly  one  in  three  or  four 
hundred  would  fall  a  vidiim  to  the  diftem- 
per  communicated  by  the  operation.  Even 
this  chance,  it  will  perhaps  be  faid,  is  too 
great  to  be  ventured  upon,  at  fo  early  a  pe¬ 
riod,  and,,  confidering  the  weak  ftate  of 
the  mother,  her  doubts  and  concern  for  her 
fuckling  may  be  thought  to  be  likely  to 
obftrudt  or  retard  her  recovery* 

Great 


i 


Medical  Obfervatlons  and  Inquiries ,  297 

Great  allowances,  indeed,  are  to  be  made 
for  the  weakneffes  of  humanity  j  and  no 
mother  {hould  be  conftrained  to  give  up 
her  feelings,  efpecially  at  a  time,  when 
any  great  emotion  may  be  hurtful  to  her 
welfare.  Perhaps  the  nine  days,  in  which 
women  in  child-bed  are  thought  to  be  in 
the  greateft  danger,  might  be  allowed  to 
examine  the  condition  of  the  child,  to 
wait  for  the  termination  of  the  milk  fever 
in  the  mother,  and  to  adminifter  fomc 
fmall  and  occafional  helps  to  both.  After 
that  time,  is  it  not  to  be  hoped  that  thofe 
fcruples,  which  might  remain  in  the  mind 
of  the  mother,  would  not  ftrike  her  with 
the  fame  force,  and  that  the  confcioufneft 
of  doing  her  duty  would  infpire  her 
with  that  degree  of  confidence  and  firm- 
nefs,  which  fo  often  diftinguilhes  that  fex  ? 
How  many  ladies  confent  to  have  their 
children  torn  from  their  bofom,  immedi¬ 
ately  after  birth,  to  be  fuckled  by  nurfes, 
or  brought  up  by  hand,  notwithftand** 
ing  the  many  difadvantages  of  both  me¬ 
thods?  Why  fhould  not  reafon  have  the 
fame  power  with  unnatural  fafhions  and 
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at  beft  doubtful  experiments  ?  If  a  child  is 
to  be  inoculated,  at  any  time,  will  it  be  of 
any  confequence  to  his  parents,  to  run  the 
hazard  of  lofmg  him  at  one  month  or  at 
live  years ;  or  rather  is  it  not  obvious  that 
the  blow  would  be  infinitely  more  fevere 
and  more  fenfibly  felt  at  the  fecond  period 
than  at  the  firft  ?  The  new-born  babe  can, 
by  no  means,  be  thought  to  be  of  equal 
value  with  what  he  is  become  after  five 
years  toil,  to  preferve  his  life  from  the  nu¬ 
merous  diforders,  which  threaten  it,  and 
which  have  deftroyed  half  the  infants  born  at 
the  fame  time.  Nothing  but  mere  inftinCt, 
and  fond,  though  often  vain,  expectation, 
can  endear  the  former  ;  whereas  the  latter 
has  already,  in  fome  meafure,  repaid  the 
care  of  his  parents,  by  his  reciprocal  fond- 
nefs,  and  the  firft  dawnings  of  underftand- 
ing,  or  trials  of  induftry.  Several  circum- 
ftances  may,  in  rich  families,  make  the  lofs 
of  an  heir,  in  the  firft  weeks,  much  lefs 
confiderable,  becaufe  more  eafily  repaired^ 
than  after  five  years  ;  and  in  thofe  of  the 
poorer,  or  even  middling  fort,  the  expence 
beftowed  upon  a  child  to  that  time  of  life 
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muft  make  a  confiderable  difference,  if  he 
is  after  all  to  be  fnatched  away.  Let  me 
appeal  to  common  feeling  and  common 
fenfe,  and  from  the  confideration  of  indi- 
viduals,  fuffer  me  to  pafs  on  to  that  of  fo- 
ciety,  which  I  hope  will  remove  all  doubts 
about  the  advantages  of  early  inoculation. 

II.  If  all  children  could  be  kept  from 
catching  the  fmall  pox,  till  the  time  ap-, 
pointed  for  conveying  the  artificial  infection, 
it  might  be  thought  not  very  material  to 
the  State,  at  what  age  the  trial  was  made. 
But  as  that  is  impoflible,  efpecially  in  large 
cities,  it  muft  be  evident,  that  the  profit 
accruing  to  the  community,  from  the  ope-^ 
ration  not  being  delayed,  is  proportional  to 
the  inequality  of  the  rifles,  between  the 
natural  and  inoculatedf  mall  pox.  There¬ 
fore  it  only  remains  to  be  determined,  how 
many  more  children  under  five  years  of  age 
would  be  carried  off  by  the  difeafe  with¬ 
in  that  time,  if  left  to  take  their  chance, 
than  would  perifli  by  inoculation,  if  they 
all  underwent  the  operation  in  the  firft 
month. 


This 
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This  would  be  an  eafy  talk,  did  not  the 
London  bills  of  mortality,  in  the  moft  ab- 
furd  manner,  feparate  the  ages  of  thofe  who 
die  annually,  from  the  difeafes,  by  which 
they  are  carried  off.  As  the  parifh  clerks 
receive  the  account  of  both  at  the  f^me 
time,  from  the  fearchers,  one  can  hardly 
conceive  the  reafons  for  keeping  them  afun- 
der ;  and  it  is  much  to  be  wifhed  that  the 
legiflature  fhould  interfere  in  an  affair  of 
the  utmoft  confequence,  for  the  folving  of 
this  and  many  other  political  problems 

Yet  from  thefe  very  bills,  imperfect  as 
they  are,  it  is  not  impoffible  to  calculate, 
to  a  fufficient  degree  of  exadtnefs,  the 
number  of  thofe,  who  die  yearly  of  the 
fmall  pox.  I  found,  upon  comparing  the 
bills  of  mortality  for  thirty  years,  that  about 
one  half  of  the  children  are  carried  off  un¬ 
der  five  years ;  which,  upon  the  fuppofition 
of  one  in  fourteen  being  deftroyed,  at  one 

time  or  another  by  the  fmall  pox,  and  of 

fixteen 

*  See  the  excellent  preface  to  the  Collection  of  the 
yearly  hills  of  mortality  printed  in  London  1759  4*°  * 

and  Mr.  Corbyn  Morris’s.  Obfervations  political  an4 
natural  fubjoined  to  the  Laid  book. 
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fixteen  thoufand  children  being  born  in  Lon- 
don  every  year,  diews,  that  five  hundred  and 
feventy  two,  at  leaft  fall  victims  to  it  before 
that  age.  Now  if  all  thefe  fixteen  thouland 
children  were  innoculated,  within  the  month, 
feventy-two  at  mod  might  not  furvive  the 
operation  ;  five  hundred  lives  would  there¬ 
fore  annually  be  faved,  and  in  twenty  year£ 
this  metropolis  alone  would  be  richer  by 
ten  thoufand  young  people,  for  ever  fecure 
from  the  danger  of  receiving  or  communi¬ 
cating  this  infectious  didemper  *. 

It  is  not  indeed  to  be  expeCted,  that  this 
way  of  freely  inoculating  children  at  the 
bread  will  be  introduced  generally5  at  lead 
for  fome  time.  Much  might  be  done,  if 
fome  encouragements  were  given  by  the 
public,  to  poor  people  hardy  enough  to  lead 
the  way  and  this  feems  the  more  jud,  as, 

by 

,k  '  ■  •  «  t  .  .  /  /  • 

*  < 

*  My  computations  from  thofe  bills  were  printed 
in  the  Dutch  Tranfa&ions  of  the  Philofophical  Socie¬ 
ty  of  Holland,  Vol.  IV.  Part.  2.  1762,  p.  500.  Th® 
famous  Mr.  Bernoully  of  BafiJ,  in  an  excellent  me¬ 
moir  lately  printed  amongft  thofe  of  the  academy  of 
Sciences  at  Paris,  of  which  he  is  a  member,  (fee  Vol* 
for  1760,  pag.  18.)  differs  from  me,  in  making  the 
yearly  gain  more  confiderable  by  about  100. 
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by  fo  doing,  they  are  likely  to  have  their 
expences  increafed  by  one  fixth  part  of  their 
children  remaining  alive,  who  would  other- 
wife  have  died  of  the  natural  fmall  pox* 
Nurfes  likewife  might  be  encouraged,  by 
allowing  them  fmall  premiums,  for  every 
child  in  the  month,  inoculated  under  their 
care,  and  outliving  the  operation.  In  the 
lying-in  hofpitals  it  might  be  performed  at 
this  early  period,  and  in  thofe  for  found¬ 
lings,  diredtly  upon  the  admiffion  of  any 
child.  If  notwithftanding  thefe  means, 
and  many  more  might  be  thoiight  of,  a 
great  part  of  the  inhabitants  were  ftill 
with-held  by  their  ignorance  or  prejudices, 
from  concurring  in  fo  falutary  an  improve¬ 
ment,  it  is  to  be  hoped,  that  every  year 
their  number  would  decreafe,  by  the  ex¬ 
ample  and,  inftruftions  given  them  by  the 
wifeft. 

In  a  lefs  ferious  difcourfe,  I  might  expa¬ 
tiate  upon  the  prefervation  of  beauty,  and 
what  is  of  more  confequence,  the  avoiding 
of  infirmities  fo  common  after  the  natural, 
and  feldom  confequent  upon  the  artificial, 
iiftemper.  The  number  of  puftules  being 

-  f© 
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fo  much  lefs,  in  the  inoculated  infant,  than 
in  the  more  advanced  fubjedt,  mult  pro- 
portionably  leffen  the  chance  of  one  of  them 
fixing  upon  either  eye.  It  may  be  added, 
that  the  care  of  the  child  under  inoculation 
might  be  of  importance,  in  regard  to  other 
diforders,  and  that  fome  children  at  lead:,  be¬ 
ing  more  narrowly  watched,  and  more  ratio¬ 
nally  nurfed,  would  then  be  brought  up 
fafely  to  a  ftate  of  maturity,  who  might 
otherwife  have  been  negledted. 

A  very  formidable  objection  feems  ftill  to 
remain  behind.  Thofe,  who  already  exprefs 
their  uneafinefs,  about  the  increafe  of  the  va^ 
riolous  mortality  in  London,  arifing,  as  they 
think,  from  the  progrefs  and  unlimited  prac¬ 
tice  of  inoculation,  will  be  ftill  more  appre* 
henfive  of  a  farther  increafe,  by  the  means 
which  I  propofe.  They  will  fay,  that  fixteen 
thoufand  children,  or  any  large  proportion 
of  them,  being  annually  inoculated,  in  every 
part  of  the  town,  would  propagate  the  na¬ 
tural  diftemper,  to  fuch  a  degree,  as  to 
drive  away  or  deftroy  a  great  number  of 
thofe,  who  are  not  yet  fufficiently  convinc- 
r  .  ©d 


J04  Medical  Obfervatiom  and  Inquiries . 

ed  of  the  fafety  or  lawfulnefs  of  the  arti* 
ficial  method* 

It  were  perhaps  to  be  wifhed,  that  the 
fear  of  catching  the  natural  infedlion 
had  a  greater  influence  upon  the  minds  of 
people,  to  inducp  them  to  avoid  it,  by  hav¬ 
ing  recourfe  to  the  befl  of  all  prefervatives. 
An  univerfal  inoculation  of  thofe  inhabitants! 
of  London,  who  have  not  yet  had  the  dif- 
temper,  would  be  a  moft  happy  event,  and 
more  to  be  wifhed  for  than  expedled. 

But  yet  I  am  very  far  from  granting, 
that,  by  ingrafting  yearly  upon  new-born 
infants  a  diforder,  which,  fome  time  or 
other,  attacks  three  fevenths,  and  deflroys 
one  fourteenth  of  mankind,  the  contagion 
would  become  more  univerfal  and  more 
dangerous,  than  by  fuffering  annualy  three 
thoufand  children,  to  take  and  communi¬ 
cate  it  in  the  common  way,  within  the 
five  firfl  years  of  their  life.  It  may  juftly 
be  queftioned,  whether  fixteen  thoufand 
young  babes,  throwing  out  the  very  fmall 
crop  of  puftules,  which  their  tender  age 
will  admit  of,  and  a  well  managed  inocula¬ 
tion  can  give,  would  even  at  firfl  add  much 
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to  the  propagation  of  the  diftemper  arifing 
from  twelve  or  eighteen  thoufand  people, 
of  all  ages,  who  every  year  catch  the  fmall 
pox  naturally,  and  of  whom  one  fixth  have 
fo  great  a  load  of  it,  as  to  fink  under  the 
burthen  Whoever  attends  the  beds  of 
thefe  laft,  and  vifits  the  cradles  of  the  firft/ 
will  foon  be  fenfible  of  the  great  difference, 
there  is  in  the  fulnefs  of  the  eruption  and 
the  offenfivenefs  of  the  fmell,  to  which 
the  power  of  infecting  rauft,  I  think,  be 
proportioned.  How  eafily  might  infedtion  be 
avoided,  if  confined  to  the  rooms  of  lying- 
in  women  ?  How  little  would  it  fpread, 
from  the  comparatively  fmaller,  and  every 
year  leffening,  number  of  fubjects,  then  ca¬ 
pable  of  receiving  or  tranfmitting  it  ?  Some 
people  in  the  country  might,  at  firft,  be 
deterred  from  vifiting  the  capital  as  often, 
and  as  needlefily  ?' as  they  do  5  and  I  do  not 
know,  whether  the  capital  or  themfelves 
would  be  the  greateft:  gainers,  by  their 

*  It  appears,  that  the  number  of  deaths  from  the 
fmall-pox  amounts  annually  to  between  two  and 
three  thoufand, 

Vol.  III.  X  keeping 
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keeping  away.  Bat,  by  degrees,  the  ex¬ 
ample  fet  in  the  metropolis  would  be  fol¬ 
lowed  in  the  principal  cities,  and,  thence 
extending  in  time  over  all  the  country, 
might,  in  lefs  than  half  a  century,  put  an 
end  to  the  very  exigence  of  a  diflemper, 
which,  from  it's  firft  appearance,  has  made 
more  havock,  than  the  moft  deftruftive 
wars  Happy  would  it  be  for  us,  if 

this 

*  It  has  been  objected,  that  the  very  means,  which 
1  propofe,  viz.  inoculating  every  new-born  child,  feenas 
more  likely  to  keep  the  diforder  alive,  than  to  ex. 
tirpate  it.  But,  when  once  all  the  adults  fufceptible 
of  the  infection  fhould  either  have  received  it,  or  be 
dead  without  fulFering  from  it,  the  very  want  of  the 
variolous  matter  would  put  a  flop  to  both  the  natural 
and  artificial  (mail -pox.  Inoculation  then  would 
ceafe  to  be  neceflary,  and  therefore  be  laid  afide. 
Proper  precautions,  indeed,  fhould  be  taken,  to  pre¬ 
vent  this,  as  well  as  other  contagious  diforders,  be¬ 
ing  afrefh  brought  in  from  abroad  ;  and  it  may  be 
hoped,  that  all  the  European  nations  would,  by  the 
fame  method,  rid  themfelves  of  their  greateft  enemy. 

I  defire,  moreover,  not  to  be  mifunderftood,  as  if, 
by  handing  up  as  an  advocate  for  early,  I  intended 
to  raife  fufpicions  againft  later,  inoculation.  I  am,  on 
the  contrary,  convinced,  that  there  is  no  period  in 

life 
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this  defirable  revolution  could  be  brought 
about  in  our  days,  and  if  pofterity,  remem¬ 
bering  only  the  name  of  this  fatal  fcourge* 
/hould  have  it  in  their  power  to  fay !  The 
fmall-pox,  which,  like  the  leprofy  of  the 
ancients,  is  how  only  known  by  their  de¬ 
fections,  was  in  the  twelfth  century  fpread 
all  over  Europe  by  ignorant  and  enthufiaftic 
bands,  and  by  a  wifer  generation,  extirpated 
in  the  eighteenth. 

life,  in  which  the  operation  is  not  much  more  eligible^ 
than  the  running  the  chance  of  the  natural  di'f- 
order. 
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XXIX.  An  Account  of  the  Effetts  of  freely 
admitting  cold  Air  in  a  Cafe  of  the 
Confluent  Small-pox,  by  Richard  Hack, 
M.  D.  Phyfician  to  the  Army,  Read 
March  16,  1767. 

ALTHOUGH  the  authority  of  one 
cafe  fuccefsfully  treated  can  avail  but 
little  towards  eftablilhing  a  general  method 
of  cure,  yet  as  the  art  of  medicine  is 
chiefly  founded  upon  inductions  drawn 
from  a  number  of  Angle  obfervations,  I  am 
encouraged  to  lay  before  the  fociety  the 
following  hiftory,  in  hopes  that  limiiar 
cafes  may  hereafter  be  offered,  from 
which  may  be  formed  a  more  fuccefsful 
method  of  treating  the  confluent  filial  1- 
pox,  than  that  which  has  generally  pre 
vailed. 

William  Rigg,  a  gentleman’s  fervant, 
aged  19  years,  of  a  ftrong  make  and 
healthy  conflitution,  in  the  beginning  of 
February  laft,  complained  of  laflitude,  of 
pains  in  his  back  and  limbs,  and  of  fre¬ 
quent  interchanges  of  heat  and  cold.  Thefe 

3  ly  pip  toms 
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fymptoms  increafed  the  two  following  days, 
during  which  however  he  was  not  con¬ 
fined  to  his  bed.  On  the  4th  day  of  his  ill- 
nefs  (for  I  fhall  reckon  in  Sydenham’s  man¬ 
ner  from  the  firft  attack)  he  was  vifited  by  a 
phyfician,  to  whom  he  complained  of  great 
debility,  and  of  having  palled  the  two  pre¬ 
ceding  nights  in  much  uneafinefs  from 
third,  from  flight  achings  of  his  head  and 
bones,  but  efpecially  from  an  acute  pain 
acrofs  his  loins.  In  other  refpects  the 
fever  was  moderate,  for  his  pulfe  was  but 
little  quickened,  and  the  heat  of  his  fkin 
was  inconfiderable.  He  loft  twelve  ounces 
of  blood  from  the  arm,  and  as  he  had  not 
had  a  ftool  fince  he  was  taken  ill,  a  purg¬ 
ing  medicine  of  the  infufion  and  tinc¬ 
ture  of  fena  with  manna  was  foon  after 
given  him,  which  operated  five  times.  In 
the  evening  a  great  number  of  fmall  puftules 
appeared  on  his  face.  He  had  a  reftlefs 
night,  and  the  next  morning  (the  5th,)  his 
face,  neck,  and  bread  were  covered  with 
the  fmall -pox.  In  the  evening,  Dr.  Baker 
and!  faw  him  about  ten  o’clock.  We  found 
him  hot,  thirfty,  and  corpplaining  of  a 

X  3  general 
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general  uneafinefs,  particularly  of  a  fevere 
pain  acrofs  his  loins ;  his  pulfe  was  not  yet 
much  quickened.  His  face  was  of  an  eryjt- 
pelatous  rednefs  and  covered  with  puftules, 
which  were  likewife  very  numerous  upon  his 
limbs.  We  ordered  the  door  of  his  room  to 
be  kept  constantly  open,  all  his  drinks  to  be 
given  cold,  and  an  ounce  of  fal  catharticus 
amarus  diffolved  in  water  to  be  taken  imme¬ 
diately,  This  operated  fourteen  times,  yet 
he  had  fome  fleep  in  the  intervals,  and  next 
morning  (the  6th,)  found  himlelf  better: 
the  pain  of  his  loins  was  much  abated.  He 
was  removed  to  a  private  lodging  where  he 
could  be  better  attended,  and  fat  up  a  part 
of  the  day.  The  pufiules  feemed  more 
numerous  than  the  day  before.  He  now 
began  to  fpit  plentifully.  His  drink  was 
plain  water  with  a  toaft,  or  cold  lemonade* 
H  is  food  was  milk-pottage  and  roafted 
v  apples.  Four  fpoon fills  of  the  following 
mixture  were  ordered  to  be  taken  every 
three  hours,  which  was  regularly  complied 
with  during  the  courfe  of  the  difeafe,  except 
when  the  patient  fiept,  fo  that  he  confumed 
the  whole  mixture  daily. 

R  Aqy 
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R  Aq.  font.  ^xv. 

Symp.  violar.  j. 

Spir.  vitriol .  ten.  gut.  lx.  m. 

He  had  a  reftlefs  night,  and  next  morn¬ 
ing  (the  7th,)  complained  of  great  and  ge¬ 
neral  uneaiinefs.  His  pulfe  was  become 
much  quicker.  Fie  was  defired  to  rife, 
drefs  himfelf,  and  to  fit  up  all  day  with 
the  window  open.  He  had  a  ftool,  and  at 
five  o’clock  in  the  evening,  when  he  went 
to  bed,  took  fifteen  drops  of  tindhira 
Thebaic  a  in  water,  which  I  ilia  11  hereafter 
call  the  quieting  or  paregoric  draught. 
He  flept  well,  and  in  the  morning  (the 
8th,)  his  face  was  fwollen,  and  the  fpitting 
copious.  Fie  was  ordered  to  gargle  fre¬ 
quently  with  the  pedloral  decoction,  and 
took  .the  quieting  draught  at  five  in  the 
evening,  but  not  retting  took  another 
at  eleven,  after  which  he  flept.  Next 
morning  (the  9th,)  the  appearances  were 
not  unfavourable,  only  the  bafes  of  the 
puftules  feemed  to  be  of  too  deep  a  red. 
His  pulfe  beat  a  hundred  and  eight  ftrokes 
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in  a  minute  in  the  morning,  and  a  hundred 
and  twenty  in  the  evening.  He  continued 
to  gargle  and  took  two  paragoric  draughts 
at  the  fame  hours  as  he  had  taken  them 
the  day  before,  which  procured  him  good 
reft.  On  the  loth,  in  the  morning,  as  he 
had  not  had  a  ftool  fince  the  7th,  a  clyfter 
of  water- gruel  and  oil  was  adminiftered, 
which  operated  twice.  The  faliva  having 
become  very  vifcid,  befides  the  ufe  of  the 
gargle  in  the  common  way,  we  ordered  his 
throat  to  be  fyringed  with  the  peftoral 
decodtion  fharpened  with  Ample  oxymel. 
In  the  evening  he  took  two  quieting 
draughts  at  the  ufual  hours,  and  reft- 
ed  pretty  well.  In  the  morning  (the 
11th,)  he  got  up  as  he  had  hitherto  done 
every  day,  but  found  himfelf  fo  feeble, 
fo  oppreffed,  and  his  fkin  fo  fore,  that 
he  was  obliged  to  go  to  bed  again.  The 
puftules  on  his  face  (which  was  greatly 
fwollen)  were  intirely  confluent,  and  on 
his  arms  and  legs,  in  many  places,  they 
ran  together  in  clufters ;  but  upon  the 
whole  they  feemed  to  maturate  tolerably 
well,  though  fome  upon  his  bread:,  and  mod: 

'  _  "  of 
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of  thofe  upon  his  fhins,  were  quite  flat 
with  a  bluifh  furface.  A  rednefs,  perhaps 
of  too  deep  a  caft,  was  diffufed  over  the 
interftices  of  the  puftules,  even  where  they 
were  at  fome  fmall  diftance  from  one  ano¬ 
ther.  His  hands  began  to  fwell.  No 
change  was  made  in  his  medicines.  The 
window  of  his  room  had  hitherto  been 
kept  open  in  the  day  only,  but  he  now 
found  the  cool  air  io  comfortable  and  re- 
frefhing  that  he  would  not  foffer  it  to  be 
fhut  in  the  night,  through  which  he  was 
reftlefs,  though  he  had  taken  two  quieting 
draughts.  In  the  morning  (the  12th,)  he 
complained  of  great  and  general  uneafinefs  ; 
his  fever  was  higher  ;  his  breathing  was 
quicker  $  his  pulfe  was  at  a  hundred  and 
twenty. 

.We  ordered  the  fauces  to  be  fyringed 
with  the  following  mixture, 

R  DecoEl.  pettor.  |xiv. 

Mellis  rofac . 

Acet.  fcillit .  a  3y.  m* 

by  which  he  obtained  fo  much  relief, 

that 
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that  he  frequently  reminded  his  nurfe  of 
having  it  done.  He  took  one  paregoric 
draught  a  little  before  noon,  another  at 
five  in  the  evening,  and  at  eight  feemed 
eafien  The  pulfe  at  a  hundred  and  twenty- 
four.  At  eleven,  not  refting  well,  he  took 
a  third  draught,  and  had  a  pretty  quiet 
night.  On  the  13th,  we  found  him  better* 
The  fwelling  of  his  face  was  lefs,  and 
that  of  his  hands  greater.  The  puftules 
on  his  face  began  to  blacken,  on  his  hands 
and  feet  they  had  a  good  appearance,  but 
the  dufters  formed  large  vefications.  He 
Hill  ufed  the  mixture  and  gargle,  took  one 
quieting  draught  before  noon,  another  at 
five  in  the  evening,  and  refted  well.  On 
the  14th,  he  continued  to  grow  better. 
The  pulfe  at  a  hundred.  Since  the  yth, 
there  had  been  no  fire  in  his  chamber,  for 
whilfl  he  was  able  to  fit  up,  he  went  into 
an  adjoining  room ;  but  now  the  fmell  in 
his  own  was  become  fo  offenfive,  though 
the  window  and  a  door  were  kept  con- 
ftantly  open,  that  we  judged  it  neceflfary 
to  have  a  final!  fire  there,  in  order  to  re¬ 


new 
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new  and  purify  the  air.  He  ufed  the  fame 
medicines,  and  had  a  good  night.  On  the 
15th,  having  been  coftive  finee  the  10th, 
he  took  a  clyfter  of  water-gruel  and  oil, 
which  gave  him  a  ftool.  The  largeft  vefi- 
cations  on  his  arms  and  legs,  being  full  of 
matter,  were  opened.  The  fame  medicines 
were  repeated.  He  flept  well,  and  the 
next  morning  (the  16  th,)  complained  of 
hunger.  Indeed  he  had  taken  his  nourifti- 
ment  with  fome  appetite  through  the 
whole  courfe  of  the  difeafe.  The  puftules 
on  his  face  and  body  were  dry  ;  on  the 
extremities  they  ftill  continued  full.  His 
eyes  were  opened  by  waflhing  them  with 
milk  and  water,  and  a  linen  rag  moiftened 
with  a  weak  folution  of  white  vitriol  was 
applied  two  or  three  times  a  day  to  pre¬ 
vent  inflammation.  He  took  no  medicine, 
except  a  paregoric  draught  in  the  evening, 
and  pafled  the  night  quietly.  On  the  17th, 
he  was  ftill  better,  and  had  three  natural 
ilools.  The  window  of  his  room  was  or¬ 
dered  to  be  fhut  at  night.  On  the  21  ft, 
we  found  him  fenfibly  mended.  He  had 
taken  but  one  quieting  draught  every  even¬ 
ing 
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ing  fincethe  16th.  0h  the  23d,  thepuftules 
on  his  hands  and  feet  were  dry.  His  principal 
complaint  now,  except  that  of  weaknefs, 
was  of  a  fwelling  of  his  feet  and  ancles, 
on  which  were  fome  fores  where  the  veli- 
cations  had  been  opened ;  for,  where  they 
had  been  left  to  dry  of  themfelves,  the 
parts  were  cicatrized  before  the  old  fkin 
peeled  off*  He  took  the  purge  of  the  in- 
fufion  of  fena,  &c.  which  had  been  ore- 

JL 

fcribed  in  the  beginning  of  his  illnefs,  and 
a  quieting  draught  at  night.  The  purge 
was  repeated  on  the  26th.  On  the  23th, 
he  began  to  take  a  decodion  of  the  bark. 
His  feet  were  ftill  fwollen.  He  had  fome 
fmall  abcefles  forming.  His  appetite  was 
good,  and  he  flept  well.  On  the  35th, 
many  fcabs  yet  remained  upon  his  face  and 
limbs.  The  fwelling  with  fome  fores  on 
his  feet  continued.  There  were  two  or 
three  incofrfiderable  abceifes  on  his  legs 
and  thighs,  befides  which  he  had  no  com¬ 
plaint,  and  daily  gained  ftrength,  fo  that 
his  perfect  recovery  was  not  to  be  doubted 

of. 
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I  have  to  remark  in  the  cafe  of  this 
patient,  that  he  probably  efcaped  the  bet¬ 
ter  from  having  no  dread  of  the  fmall- 
pox,  as  he  believed  that  he  had  already  had 
the  difeafe.  The  fever,  in  the  beginning 
was  not  proportionable  to  the  other  fymp- 
toms  5  but  the  proftration  of  ftrength,  the 
acute  pain  acrofs  the  loins,  and  above 
all  the  great  load  of  puftules,  made  Sit 
John  Pr ingle ,  who  faw  him  juft  after  the 
complete  eruption.  Dr.  Baker9  and  myfelf 
conclude  the  cafe  to  be  very  dangerous, 
and  that  a  more  cooling  regimen  than  the 
common  one  would  be  molt  likely  to  fave 
this  patient.  The  room  in  which  he  lay 
was  fmall,  meafuring  twelve  feet  and  a 
half  by  nine  and  a  half,  had  a  chimney  in 
one  corner,  two  doors,  and  a  window  to 
the  eaft.  Whilft  he  was  able  to  get  up,  which 
he  did  every  day  till  the  1  ith,  he  fat  in  an 
adjoining  chamber,  and  when  he  was  con¬ 
fined  to  his  bed,  the  curtains  were  kept 
conftantly  open,  as  was  one,  if  not  both 
doors,  and  the  window  in  the  day-time. 
He  was  without  a  fire  from  the  nth  to 

the 
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the  14th,  when  one  was  thought  neceffary^ 
as  is  obferved  above,  to  carry  off  the  putrid 
exhalations  from  the  drying  puftules.  The 
window  was  firft  kept  open  on  the  night 
of  the  nth,  at  his  own  requeft*  and  was 
continued  fo  without  being  once  {hut,  till 
the  17th.  The  weather  indeed  was  mild 
for  the  feafon.  That  the  patient  had  no 
alarming  fymptom  after  the  complete  erup¬ 
tion,  and  paffed  the  dangerous  period  fo 
eafily,  I  believe  may  be  chiefly  afcribed  to 
the  free  admiflion  of  the  air,  a  practice 
which  we  were  led  into,  partly,  from  hav¬ 
ing  known  fome  remarkable  cafes  of  reco¬ 
very  from  the  fmall-pox  in  the  natural  way, 
where  the  patients  had  been  accidentally 
expofed  to  the  cold  air  j  and  partly,  from 
having  had  full  evidence  of  the  fafety  of 
this  method  in  the  extenfive  and  fuccefsful 
practice  of  fome  inoculators,  who  order 
their  patients  into  the  open  air  in  all  feafons 
and  in  all  ftages  of  the  difeafe. 
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XXX.  A  Letter  from  J.  Fothergill,  M.  2X 
F.  R.  S.  relative  to  the  Cure  of  the 
Chin-Cough.  Read  March  16,  1767* 

To  the  Medical  Society  in  London* 
Gentlemen, 

P  |  ‘  ^  H  E  tuffs  convulfva ,  or  chin-  cough 
JL  is  for  the  moft  part  fo  troublefome 
a  difeafe,  and  fometimes  fo  fatal,  that  every 
hint  conducive  to  abate  it’s  violence  and 
prevent  the  dangers  arifing  from  it,  will 
I  doubt  not  be  acceptable  to  you  and  the  * 
public. 

I  have  for  fome  years  made  ufe  of  the 
following  antimonial  medicine,  in  the  cure 
of  this  difeafe,  and  often  with  fo  much 
benefit  to  the  patient  and  fatisfadlion 
to  myfelf,  as  to  induce  me  to  mention  it 
cafually  to  many  of  my  phyflcal  acquain¬ 
tance. 

From  feveral  of  thefe,  I  have  received 
fuch  favourable  accounts  of  it’s  fuccefs, 
to  ftrengthen  my  own  opinion  of  it’s 
efficacy  $  in  and  to  efteem  it,  though 

l  not 
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not  a  certain  cure  in  all  cafes,  yet  perhaps 
as  ufeful  a  medicine  in  this  diftemper,  as 
any  We  are  yet  acquainted  with. 

The  compofition  is  the  following : 

f£  Puh.  e  chel.  cancr.  3B-- 
\ Tartar .  Emetic .  gr .  ij. 

Accurate  mifceantur . 

The  teflaceous  powder,  in  this  cafe,  is 
not  particularly  defigned  for  any  other 
life,  than  that  of  making  the  emetic  tartar 
divifible  into  very  fmall  dofes  with  pre- 
cifion,  and  without  difficulty.  This  pro¬ 
portion  was  fixed  upon  as  the  whole  is 
divifible  without  a  fraction :  each  grain  of 
the  powder  containing  one  16th  part  of 
emetic  tartar .  Where  a  very  fmall  portion 
of  this  is  wanted,  the  bulk  may  eafily  be 
encreafed  by  the  addition  of  fome  other, 
or  the  fame  teflaceous  powder :  where 
more  of  the  emetic  tartar  is  wanted,  the 
quantity  of  the  dofe  is  then  fufficient. 

One  grain,  one  grain  and  an  half,  or  two 

grains  of  this  compofition,  may  be  added 

to 
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to  five  or  fix  of  any  teftaceous  powder,  and 
given  in  a  fmall  fpoonful  of  milk  and  wa- 
water,  in  the  forenoon  between  breakfaft  and 
dinner,  to  a  child  of  a  year  old :  if  this 
quantity  does  not  prove  fufficient  to  excite 
vomiting,  it  fhould  be  increafed  the  next 
day  to  fuch  a  dofe  as  will  produce  this 
effedt,  and,  in  this  manner,  let  it  be  daily 
repeated  about  the  fame  hour. 

This  time  of  day,  viz.  between  breakfaft 
and  dinner,  has  been  fixed  upon  preferably 
to  any  other,  on  thefe  confiderations,  viz. 

If  the  puke  is  given  early,  the  ftomach 
being  empty,  a  {training,  too  great  to  be  borne 
without  detriment,  might  be  occafioned. 

Was  it  given  in  the  evening,  the  child 
would,  perhaps,  be  robbed  of  too  great  a 
quantity  of  nutriment.  Children’s  break- 
fafts  are,  for  the  moft  part,  foon  digefted; 
at  leaft,  fo  much  nutriment  is  taken  up  in 
a  fhort  time,  as  that  much  inconveniency 
cannot  enfue  from  the  lofs  of  aliment. 

At  night,  when  the  fever  is  vehement^ 
half  the  former  dofe  of  antimonial  powder 
is  given,  with  a  few  grains  of  nitre,  and  the 

pulv.  contrayerv .  c .  this  generally  procures 

Vol.  III.  Y  ‘  an 
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an  agreeable  diaphorejis ,  and  takes  off  fome 
part  of  that  moifture  which  might  proba¬ 
bly  have  other  wife  increafed  the  irritation 
and  oppreffion  of  the  lungs. 

It  is  but  feldom  that  phyficians  are  con¬ 
futed  at  the  beginning  of  this  difeafe,  as, 
for  the  moft  part,  it's  accefs  is  flow,  and 
gives  but  little  alarm,  till  it  becomes  fo 
evident,  as  to  render  it  difficult  to  do  any 
thing  more  than  mitigate  the  fymptoms. 

But,  in  moft  cafes,  and  in  every  ftage  of 
the  difeafe,  I  have  chiefly  trufted  to  this 
procefs  5  feldom  having  occafioned  either  to 
bleed  or  to  ufe  any  other  kind  of  evacuation, 
unlels  to  procure  a  ftool  or  two  daily,  if  the 
medicine  above  mention  fails  in  this  refpech 
In  this  cafe  a  proper  dofe  of  magnejiay 
given  at  bed-time,  with  the  antimonial, 
feldom  fails  of  anfwering  our  expectations. 
Sometimes  no  very  manifeft  advantage  ap¬ 
pears  to  be  gained  by  this  procefs  in  feveral 
days  ;  but,  if  no  material  inconveniency 
arifes,  it  will  be  right  to  proceed. 

The  firft  fymptom  of  amendment  ufu- 
ally  is,  that  the  fits  of  coughing  become 
lefs  frequent,  the  fever  abates,  and  the 

breathing 
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breathing  is  not  fo  difficult ;  the  fits  how¬ 
ever  do  not  feem  to  leffen  much  in  point 
of  violence,  for  fome  days ;  at  length, 
however,  the  cough  decreafes  and  every 
other  fymptom  abates. 

The  child  is  then  dire&ed  to  take  the 
puke  only  two  days  together,  and  omit  it 
the  third.  Every  other  day  will  foon  fuf- 
fice,  and,  then,  once  or  twice  a  week  till 
the  cough  is  wholly  gone. 

During  this  procefs,  they  are  directed  to 
drink  affes  milk,  to  eat  fparingly  of  the 
lighted:  meats,  broth  like  wife  and  milk  in 
any  fhape.  Quantity  is  dridtly  to  be  re¬ 
garded  j  for  the  more  and  oftener  the  do- 
mach  is  filled,  to  the  lead  degree  of  oppref- 
fion,  the  longer  the  difeafe  continues,  and 
with  greater  violence. 

The  abled  of  the  faculty  and  thofe  of 
the  mod  extenfive  experience  have  found, 

I  that  to  empty  the  domach  of  it’s  contents 
frequently  has  been  the  means  of  affording 
mod  relief.  Oxymel  of  fquills  and  ipeca¬ 
cuanha  have  dood  foremod  in  the  lid  of  re¬ 
medies  for  the  whooping  cough,  a  confider- 
able  time ;  and  this  apparently  from  the 
good  effects  obfervable  from  their  operation. 

Y  2  This 
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This  induced  me  to  make  trial  of  the 
remedy  in  queftion,  as  having  thefe  parti¬ 
cular  advantages. 

The  medicine  is  almofl:  taflelefs,  is  in 
quantity  very  fmall,  and  may  be  given  in 
the  mod:  unfufpedted  vehicle.  No  incon- 
fiderable  benefits,  where  we  have  to  do 
with  fuch  patients  as  are  mod:  expofed  to 
this  terrible  diftemper. 

It  is,  undoubtedly,  more  antiphlogiftic 
than  either  of  the  medicines  abovementi- 
oned,  is  lefs  irritating  in  general,  yet  ope¬ 
rates  with  equal  certainty,  and,  perhaps, 
more  energy. 

It  is  a  powerful  diaphoretic  the  good 
effe&s  of  which,  in  this  cafe,  have  been 
already  mentioned. 

One  thing,  however,  may  be  neceffary 
to  obferve,  in  refpedt  to  the  preparation  I 
have  defcribed.  It  has  been  hinted  to  me, 
that  it  will  not  long  preferve  it’s  efficacy, 
and  this  decay  is  fuppofed  to  arife  from  the 
tartar  being  robbed  of  it’s  acid,  by  the  ab- 
forbent  powder.  This,  if  true,  ffiould  in¬ 
duce  perfons  to  mix  but  a  fmall  quantity 
at  once,  to  keep  it  perfectly  dry,  taking 

care 
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care  eipecially,  that  the  emetic  tartar  be 
prepared  by  a  fkilful  hand. 

I  have  purpofely  omitted  any  reflections 
on  the  nature  of  this  difeafe,  or  particular 
defcriptions  of  it’s  progrefs,  any  farther 
than  as  they  were  connected  with  the  hif- 
.tory  of  this  medicine,  as  I  know  your  de- 
%n  is  rather  to  colieCt  matters  of  faCt  than 
to  build  fyftems. 

I  would  not  however,  be  underflood  to 
fuppofe,  that  this  medicine  will  alone  com¬ 
plete  the  cure  of  the  whooping-cough,  at 
all  times,  and  under  all  circumftances  :  I 
know  it  will  not ;  and  that  this,  as  well  as 
every  other  medicine,  is  ufeful  or  other- 
wife,  juft  as  it  is  indicated.  Cantharides , 
the  bark ,  mujk ,  cajlor,  and  many  other 
medicines  have  doubtlefs  been  of  great  ufe 
in  particular  cafes,  and  may  be  in  pecu¬ 
liar  epidemic  conftitutions. 

I  am,  your  friend  and  colleague, 

J.  FoTHERGILp, 


XXXI.  An 
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XXXI.  An  Account  of  tbe  EffeBs  of 
Opium  and  Mufk,  in  a  Cafe  of  the 
Locked-jaw  and  Opifthotonos,  by  Ri¬ 
chard  Hack,  M.  D .  Phyfcian  to  the 
,  Army. 

SINCE  the  publication  of  [the  firft 
volume  of  the  Medical  Obfervations  and 
Inquiries ,  wherein  opium  is  recommended 
in  the  cure  of  the  locked-jaw  and  opiftho- 
tonos ,  I  have  had  an  opportunity  of  try¬ 
ing  that  medicine  in  fifteen  cafes.  Thir¬ 
teen  of  my  patients,  were  feized  with  the 
locked-jaw  in  confequence  of  wounds,  and 
nine  of  them  died.  But,  when  I  mention 
the  proportion  of  deaths,  I  ought  not  tQ 
do  injuftice  to  the  opium  by  concealing, 
that  two  of  them  died  fo  foon  after  I  faw 
them,  that  the  medicine  had  not  a  fair 
trial ;  and  that  two  of  them  had  wounds, 
which  in  themfelves  might  have  proved 
mortal  without  the  locked-jaw  ;  for  one  had 
his  leg  amputated,  and  the  other  had  a  gun- 
fhot  wound  in  the  knee.  However  three 
others,  who  died,  had  wounds  in  them¬ 
felves 


* 


Medical  Obfervations  and  Inquiries .  32  7 

felves  not  apparently  dangerous  >  for  in  one, 
a  mulket-ball  had  paffed  through  the  right 
deltoid  mufcle  $  in  another,  through  the 
middle  of  the  fore-arm  between  the  radius 
and  ulnay  but  without  hurting  the  bones ; 
and  in  the  third,  through  both  the  ?iatesy 
but  not  deep.  Nothing  appeared  remark¬ 
ably  unfavourable  in  any  of  thefe  wounds 
(except  in  that  of  the  knee  which  was  much 
inflamed)  when  the  patients  began  to  com¬ 
plain  of  a  ftiffhefs  of  the  neck  and  jaws, 
which  moft  of  them  afcribed  to  cold*.— • 
When  the  difeafe  ended  fatally,  the  opijlho - 
tonos  fucceeded  the  locked-jaw,  and  the 
patients  all  died  convulfed,  except  one 
who  became  paralytic  before  death,  and 
he  was  one  of  the  two  who  had  ufed 
but  little  opium.  In  the  treatment  of 
thefe  men,  as  the  fy mptoms  grew  worfe, 
I  increafed  the  quantity  of  opium,  though 

Y  4  none 

**  \ 

*  Of  the  thirteen  wounded  men  that  I  have  feenaf- 
fli&ed  with  the  locked-jaw,  nine  received  their  wounds 
at  the  attack  of  the  French  lines  at  Ticonderogci  in  the 
year  17585  and  remained  expofed  to  the  cold  air,  the 
night  after  the  action,  in  open  boats  upon  Lake-Gvorge* 
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none  of  them  took  above  twenty- four  grains 
in  twenty-four  hours  $  but,  as  the  danger* 
became  more  prefling,  in  one  cafe  I  joined 
afafcetida  to  the  opium ;  in  another,  caftor  $ 
in  a  third,  camphor,  but  withput  benefit? 
Of  two  who  recovered  of  the  locked-jaw 
after  the  affair  at  Ticonderoga,  one  had  the 
metacarpal  bone  that  fupports  the  fore- finger 
fradured  by  a  mufket-ball  \  the  other  was 
wounded  in  the  right  fide  of  the  abdomen 
above  the  os  ilium ,  but  the  ball  did  not  pe¬ 
netrate  into  the  cavity.  In  the  firfl  cafe,  a 
day  or  two  after  the  locking  of  the  jaw,  I 
ordered  the  fore-finger  to  be  amputated, 
and  the  fharp  points  of  the  remaining  meta¬ 
carpal  bone  to  be  taken  off.  In  the  fecond 
cafe,  a  flight  degree  of  the  opifibotonos  ac¬ 
companied  the  lpcked-jaw,  befides  which 
this  patient  alfo  laboured  under  the  true  fea- 
fcurvy,  and  fome  of  his  teeth  were  at  that 
time  loofe,  for  which  he  took  near  three 
ounces  of  lime-juice  daily  in  his  common 
drink.  I  prefcribed  for  neither  of  thefe 
men  above  twelve  grains  of  opium  in  twen¬ 
ty-four  hours.  A  poultice  of  bread  and 
milk  was  applied  to  their  wounds,  and  a 

flannel 
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flannel  moiftened  with  camphorated  oil  and 
tinElura  Thebaica  to  the  neck  and  jaws 
This  liniment  was  ufed  both  by  thofe  who 
died,  and  thofe  who  did  well.  I11  two 
foldiers  who  had  .the  locked-jaw  without 
•a  wound  at  the  fiege  of  the  Havannah  and 
recovered,  I  could  difcover  no  caufe  of  the 
difeafe,  unlefs  that  of  their  being  alternately 
expofed  to  the  fcorching  rays  of  the  fun, 
and  the  night  dews  in  the  months  of  June, 
and  July.  Thefe  two  took  little  other  me¬ 
dicine  than  the  Julepum  e  Camphora  of  the 
Difpenfatory  with  [large  dofes  of  opium  •f', 
and  ufed  the  above  mentioned  liniment. 
At  that  time  I  prefcrihed  the  camphor,  be- 
caufe  I  had  no  mulk.  Out  of  the  number 
of  cafes  which  I  have  treated,  I  feledt  the 
following,  not  only  becaufe  the  patient 


*  R  Camphor .  folv .  in 

01.  Olivar.  opt.  gj.  et  adde 
TinB.  'Thebaic.  %  ft.  m. 

f  I  have  iince  that  time  feen  two  patients  die  of  the 
locked-jaw  without  a  wound  in  foreign  hofpitals,  but 
.  neither  of  them  ufed  any  opium. 

Per 


feemed 
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feemed  to  be  in  more  danger  than  any  other 
who  recovered,  but  becaufe  he  took  the 
opium  and  mujk  in  fuch  large  dofes,  and 
during  the  courfe  of  the  difeafe  grew  worfe 
once,  when  the  quantity  of  the  medicine 
was  defignediy  leffened  $  and  once,  when  it 
was  through  negledt  omitted. 

Angus  Me.  Farlan,  a  foldier,  aged  twenty- 
ty-three  years,  of  a  thin  make  but  healthy 
conftitution,  on  the  15th  of  January  1762, 
when  our  troops  made  a  defeent  on  the 
ifland  of  ;Martinico.  was  wounded  in  the 
arm  with  a  cannon- fhot.  Mr.  Mallet,  a  mofl 
excellent  furgeon  (to  whofe  great  attention 
and  abilities  this  man  principally  owed  his 
cure)  having  examined  the  wound,  judged 
amputation  neceffary ;  but  the  head  of  the 
cs  humeri  was  fo  much  fhattered,  that  he 
was  obliged  to  amputate  at  the  articulation 
of  that  bone  with  the  fcapula .  He  faved 
as  muph  of  the  ikin  as  poffible  in  the  ope¬ 
ration.  The  wound  digefled  and  looked 
well,  but,  as  the  difehaage  was  great  from 
fo  large  a  lurface,  the  patient  was  put  upon 
a  courfe  of  the  bark ,  notwithftanding  which 
by  the  eighth  of  February,  he  was  much  re¬ 
duced 
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duced  in  his  ftrength.  About  that  time 
the  granulations,  that  had  been  red  and 
pointed,  became  pale  fmooth  and  glaffy,  and 
the  difcharge  grew  thin  and  foetid.  On  the 
ninth,  he  was  removed  from  the  hofpital- 
lhip  into  the  holpital  at  Fort-Royal.  On 
the  10th  (which  I  fhall  reckon  the  firffc 
day  of  the  locking  of  the  jaw)  he  complain¬ 
ed  of  a  ftiffnefs  of  his  neck  and  jaws.  Thefe 
parts  were  fomented  and  afterwards  rubbed 
with  oil  in  which  a  fmall  proportion  of 
camphor  was  diffolved.  Next  day  (the  fe- 
cond)  thefe  fymptoms  increafing,  I  was  de- 
lired  to  fee  him.  His  jaws  were  locked. 
His  neck  and  the  whole  fpine  were  rigid. 
His  pulfe  was  but  little  changed  from  that  of 
health.  The  rigid  parts  were  fomented,  and 
afterwards  embrocated  with  the  camphora¬ 
ted  oil  and  tin&ura  Thebaica .  This  was  done 
twice  a  day  through  the  courfe  of  the  dif- 
eafe.  The  wound  was  dreffed  with  a  poul¬ 
tice  of  bread  and  milk  only.  His  body 
was  kept  open  by  a  clyfter  adminiftered 
pccafionally.  His  diet  was  water-gruel, 
panada,  and  broth,  with  an  allowance  of 

3  wine- 
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*  • 

wine.  He  was  ordered  the  following  bo- 
lus ; 

\  1  *.  .?  .  „  v  ^ .  ,  ,  '  •  N 

R  *Ther .  Androm .  9j. 

Mofch .  gr.  x. 

*Extra£l.  thebaic,  gr.  j. 

Syrup,  fimpl.  q.f.  m.f  Bolus 
tertia.  quaq.  Hora  fumend. 

On  the  third,  the  rigidity  was  greater. 
He  fwallowed  with  difficulty.  The  me¬ 
dicine  was  therefore  changed  for  one  in  a 
liquid  form : 

•  v 

R  Julep,  e  Mofch.  ^viij. 
tin5l.  ‘thebaic . 

7n.  fumatur  cochleatim. 

-•  .  *  ,  * 

He  confumed  this  quantity  daily  till  the 
fixth,  when  the  fpafms  had  abated  confider- 
ably ;  but,  naufeating  the  medicine,  we  gave 
him  one  grain  and  an  half  of  opium  every 
'  fourth  hour.  On  the  feventh,  his  jaws  were 
more  fixed ;  we  then  gave  him  two  grains 
of  opium  fix  times  a  day.  On  the  eighth, 
the  fpafms  had  increafed  to  fuch  a  degree 

that 
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that  he  could  not  fwallow  the  pills  of  opium. 
He  was  [  therefore  ordered  eight  ounces  of 
the  mufk-julep  with  one  ounce  of  the  tinc¬ 
ture  thebaica  to  be  taken  in  twenty-four 
hours.  On  the  ninth,  he  was  much  worfe. 
The  fpafmodic  pain  under  the  Cartilago 
enfiformiSy  which  always  accompanies  this 
difeafe,  returning  frequently  with  more  vio¬ 
lence,  and  ftriking  fuddenly  from  the  Jler - 
num  to  the  back,  brought  on  the  opifthoto- 
nos  with  the  fpafmus  cynicus  and  its  other 
attendants.  The  convulfions,  the  heat  of 
the  weather,  and  poffibly  the  medicines,  all 
contributed  to  keep  him  in  a  conftant  fweat. 
Half  an  ounce  of  mufk  rubbed  down  with 
fugar,  and  a  drachm  of  opium  were  mixed 
in  a  pint  of  a  common  julep,  of  which  he 
took  two  fpoonfuls  at  fuch  intervals  as  to 
confume  the  whole  in  twenty-four  hours. 
He  continued  this  mixture  till  the  thir¬ 
teenth,  when  being  much  better,  the  quan¬ 
tity  was  leffened  by  a  fourth  part*  The 
wound  having  a  good  appearance  was  droll¬ 
ed  again  in  the  common  way  with  dry 
lint.  On  the  morning  of  the  fifteenth, 
'Continuing  to  recover,  he  was  ordered  to 

take 
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take  the  laft  mixture  with  only  half  the 
quantity  of  the  mufk  $  but,  his  nurfe  neg- 
ledting  to  give  it  in  the  night,  the  next 
day  (the  fixteenth)  his  jaws  were  again  con- 
fiderably  locked  ;  however  upon  once  more 
taking  the  medicine  regularly,  we  found 
him  on  the  feventeenth  much  relieved.  On 
the  nineteenth,  being  free  from  all  fpaf- 
modic  complaints,  he  was  ordered  to  take  the 
opium  alone,  which  he  did  in  lefs  quantities, 
and  at  greater  intervals,  till  the  eighth  of 
March,  when  he  left  it  off  intirely.  On 
the  twenty-fourth  of  March,  the  wound 
was  cicatrized,  and  the  patient  in  every  re- 
fpe£t  well. 


XXXII.  M 
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XXXII.  An  Account  of  the  good  Effects  of 
Magnefia,  in  fevere  Vomitings.  By 
William  Watlon,  M.  D.  R.  S.  S. 

AW  OMAN,  aged  thirty-four,  the 
mother  of  feveral  children,  was  ta¬ 
ken,  in  the  fourth  month  of  her  pregnan¬ 
cy,  with  violent  vomitings,  which,  growing 
daily  worfe,  notwithftanding  the  endeavours 
of  her  apothecary  to  reftrain  them,  brought 
on,  at  the  end  of  a  month  fuch  fevere 
pains  in  the  ftomach,  and  fpafms  in  her 
abdomen,  as  to  occafxon  abortion.  The  vo¬ 
mitings  were  not  leffened  by  this  event,  but 
grew  worfe,  and  frequently  brought  on  ge¬ 
neral  convulfions  to  fuch  a  degree,  that  the 
was  many  times  fuppofed  to  be  at  the  point 
of  death. 

Scarce  any  medicine  flayed  with  her,  fire 
brought  up  almoft  inftantly  whatever  was 
given  her  as  nouriftiment,  either  in  a  folid 
or  liquid  form.  She  was  exceedingly  pale 
and  very  much  emaciated;  her  flefli  was 
cold  to  the  touch  ;  and,  though  her  urine 
was  little  in  quantity,  it  was  perfectly  lim¬ 
pid. 
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pid.  She  had  a  continual  third:,  and  was, 
in  a  confiderable  degree,  coftive.  Hef 
pulfe  was  flow  and  quick,  and  (he  was 
frequently  tormented  with  the  hiccough. 
The  pain  in  her  ftomach  was  fevere  and 
conftant,  and  whatever  fhe  brought  up 
was  {harp  to  fuch  a  degree,  as  to  make 
her  mouth  and  throat  very  fore.  Thefe 
parts  upon  examination  appeared  high  co¬ 
loured,  and  in  many  places  excoriated  : 
and  the  pain  {he  felt  in  her  ftomach  upon 
fwallowing  any  liquor,  that  had  the  leaft 
degree  of  acrimony,  or  was  more  than 
luke-warm,  made  it  probable  the  ftomach 
itfelf,  in  it’s  internal  furface,  was  affected 
in  the  fame  manner. 

In  this  wretched  ftate  I  was  confulted  $ 
and  muft  confefs  that  I  was  much  at  a  lofs 
how  to  relieve  a  patient  fo  debilitated,  and 
whole  ftomach  was  in  fo  difeafed,  a  ftate, 
that  it  feemed  incapable  of  retaining  any 
appropriated  remedies  long  enough  to  cor- 
red:  the  acrimony  of  the  juices,  and  reftore 
the  fecretions  to  a  more  mild*  and  natural 
ftate.  Antiemetics  of  various  kinds  had 
been  tried  without  effed:,  particularly  fa- 

lurated 
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turated  folutions  of  alkaline  fait  in  juice 
of  lemons.  Stomachic  medicines  of  the 
warm  and  aromatic  kind  fhe  could  not 
bear,  on  account  of  their  poignancy  5  and, 
though  nothing  could  fo  fpeedily  corredt 
the  almoft  cauffic  acid  of  the  gajiric  juice 
as  folutions  of  alkaline  falts,  neither  the 
fauces  or  gullet  could  bear  their  acrimony. 

My  expeditions  of  relieving  this  pati¬ 
ent,  fmall  as  they  were,  depended  upon  my 
being  able  to  neutralize,  and  thereby  leffen, 
the  Jlimulus  of  the  acid  of  the  flomach. 
To  accomplifh  this  ’was  not  very  eafy,  as 
no  medicine  in  fmall  dofes  could  in  any 
conliderable  degree  corredt  fo  intenfe  an 
acid  5  and,  in  the  prefent  fituation,  it  was 
difficult  to  get  any  medicine  to  flay  long 
enough  to  exert  it’s  effedts.  To  difcharge 
however  what  acid  matter  might  be  al¬ 
ready  accumulated  in  the  flomach,  I  di- 
redted  that  the  patient  ffiould  drink  plen¬ 
tifully  of  (mail,  warm,  unfalted  mutton 
broth,  and  vomit  with  it  fo  long  that  it 
fhould  be  difchareed  with  no  other  tafte 
than  that  of  broth*  This  was  complied 
with,  and  a  large  quantity  drank.  The 
Vol.  III.  Z  pain 
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pain  in  her  ftomach  ceafed  upon  this  for 
more  than  two  hours,  and  was  after  that 
time  apparently  coming  on  with  the  feme  vi¬ 
olence  as  before.  Upon  which  I  ordered  a 
drachm  of  magnefia  to  be  given  in  two  ounces 
of  veal  broth.  This  kept  down,  and  eafed 
her  5  I  therefore  dire&ed  the  fame  dofe  to  be 
repeated,  as  often  as  the  pain  returned, 
without  any  regard  to  the  quantity  that 
the  whole  might  amount  to,  fuppoling  that 
the  pain  continued  fevere.  This  was 
done,  and  in  three  days  (he  took  three 
ounces  of  magnefia ,  of  which  very  few 
dofes  were  vomited  up,  and  fhe  was  pur¬ 
ged  confiderably.  j 

This  medicine  was  continued  in  a  fome- 
what  lefs  quantity  for  three  days  longer, 
in  which  fne  took  two  ounces  more  of  tuag- 
nefia,  by  this  time  the  vomitings  ceafed,  the 
convulfions  left  her,  fhe  had  no  pains  in 
the  ftomach,  and  her  mouth  and  fauces 
loft  their  intenfely  red  colour  and  forenefs j 
nor  did  even  her  emulations  longer  indicate 
any  acidity. 

Belides  veal  broth  (lie  was  allowed  boil¬ 
ed  rice,  and  now  and  then  fome  rice  gruel 

with 
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with  a  fmall  quantity  of  brandy ;  and  af¬ 
ter  a  few  days  more  fhe  could  retain  boiled 
chicken,  and  other  light,  folid,  animal  food. 

When  her  ftomach  was  in  this  ftate, 
fhe  took  liberally  of  decoffi.  cort.  Peruvian, 
with  a  fmall  portion  of  French  brandy, 
by  which  and  her  nourifhment,  fhe  reco¬ 
vered  her  ftrength  furprizingiy.  To  this 
medicine,  as  fhe  was  during  the  latter 
part  of  her  illnefs  confiderably  anafarcous , 
were  added  fome  preparations  of  fteel ; 
and  in  about  a  month  fhe  perfectly  reco¬ 
vered. 

When  this  patient’s  ftomach  was  reliev¬ 
ed,  the  thirft,  the  general  and  partial 
fpafms,  and  other  complaints,  which  were 
merely  fymptomatic ,  foon  ceafed  ;  and  what 
remained  of  her  cure  was  by  no  means 
difficult. 

Since  the  above  recited  cafe,  I  was  con~ 
fulted  in  another,  in  almoft  every  refpedt 
fimilar,  except  that  the  former  began  in 
pregnancy.  The  vomitings  attended  with 
acidity  had  continued  more  than  a  month  • 
the  patient’s  ftomach  rejected  every  kind 
of  food  and  medicine  ;  fhe  was  debilitated 

Z  2  tQ 
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to  a  great  degree,  and  univerfally  anafar 
corn . 

Upon  being  fent  for,  I  directed  for  her 
magnefiay  much  in  the  fame  manner'  as 
for  the  former  patient ;  and  in  a  very  few 
days  her  vomitings  ceafed,  her  ftomach 
became  ftronger,  and  in  lefs  than  a  fort¬ 
night  the  anafarca  difappeared.  But  it 
was  a  confiderable  time,  as  this  perfon 
was  more  advanced  in  years  than  the  for¬ 
mer,  before  (he  recovered  her  ftrength, 
notwithftanding  my  beft  endeavours  for 
that  purpofe.  She  at  length  however  per¬ 
fectly  recovered. 


$  <>  *  o  % 
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XXXIII.  An  Extrait  of  a  Letter  from 
Mr .  William  Hay,  Surgeon  at  Leeds, 
to  Dr.  William  Ha  nter,  with  an  Ac¬ 
count  of  an  extra- uterine  Foetus :  Dated 
Leeds  April  9,  1766.  Read  May  13, 
1766. 

I  HAVE  taken  the  liberty  to  fend  you 
an  account  of  an  extra-uterine  foetus, 
which  lately  came  under  my  infpection, 
together  with  the  fymptoms  preceding  the 
death  of  the  patient,  noted  down  as  they 
occurred  (except  a  little  in  the  beginning) 
during  my  attendance  upon  her. 

I  do  not  remember  to  have  read  one  cafe, 
amongfl:  the  great  number  that  are  pub! idl¬ 
ed  of  this  kind,  where  the  placenta  re¬ 
mained  in  the  uterus ,  while  the  foetus  was 
wholly  out  of  it,  What  happens  in  hid¬ 
den  lacerations  is  not  now  taken  into  con- 
fideration. 

It  was  this  circumftance  that  rendered  the 
diagnofis  fo  obfeure  in  my  patient. 

I  was  inclined  to  believe  there  wa$  fome- 
thing  in  the  uterus  by  the  fhortening  of  the 

Z  3  H 
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cs  tine  re  ^  and  preffure  of  the  collum  uteri 
upon  the  vagina ;  while  the  want  of  that 
didincd  didention  of  the  uterus ,  which  one 
feels  through  the  abdominal  parietes ,  in  the 
latter  months  of  pregnancy,  together  with 
the  hardnefs  and  length  of  the  os  tincce , 
at  the  end  of  the  ordinary  term  of  preg¬ 
nancy,  afforded  great  reafon  to  doubt  of 
the  uterus  containing  a  full  grown  foetus  : 
yet  the  peculiar  fenfation  in  the  abdomen 
complained  of  by  the  patient,  the  flow  of 
milk  from  the  breads  under  the  circum- 
ftances  mentioned  in  the  cafe,  urged  me 
ltrongly  to  fuppofe  there  mud  be  a  foetus 
feme  where. 

The  diffedtion  reconciled  thefe  apparent 

contradictions. 

In  the  cafe  fent  you  I  have  endeavoured 
to  deferibe  the  fymptoms,  &c.  as  clearly 
as  I  could ,  and,  I  hope,  I  have  neither 
omitted  any  very  material  circumdances, 
nor  difguifed  the  truth.  I  cannot  atted 
the  order  of  thefe  fadts  by  the  concurrent 
evidence  of  any  gentleman  of  the  faculty, 
for  no  one  vifited  the  patient  condantly 
but  myfelf.  She  was  feen,  however,  at 

different 
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different  times,  by  Dr.  Hird,  Dr.  Crow- 
ther,  and  Mr.  Dawfon  ;  to  whom  (as  well 
as  to  Mr.  Lucas)  I  mentioned  my  fufpicion 
of  an  extra-uterine  feet  us,  though  with 
great  diffidence,  from  the  obicuriiy  of  the 
cafe. 

The  Hijlory  of  the  Difeafe . 

In  the  latter  end  of  Auguft  1765.  I  vi- 
fited  the  wife  of  A.  R.  aged  35,  of  a  good 
habit  of  body,  who  was  advanced  two 
months  in  her  fecond  pregnancy,  and  com¬ 
plained  of  a  violent  pain  in  the  abdomen • 
This  complaint  not  immediately  yielding  to 
opiates ,  eight  ounces  of  blood  weie  drawn 
from  the  arm,  gentle  laxatives  admini- 
ftered,  and  emollient  clyfters  inje&ed.  By 
thefe  means  the  pain  abated,  and  fhe  con¬ 
tinued  free  from  this  complaint  till  the 
fixth  month  of  her  pregnancy  *.  It  was 
felt  ;  chiefly  in  the  umbilical  region,  but 
fometimes  darted  to  the  ilia ,  efpecially  the 
left,  and  fometimes,  though  leis  frequently, 
to  th q  pudendum t  anus ,  and  thighs. 

Z  4  This 

*  At  leaf!  the  degree  of  it  was  fo  fmall,  that  fhe 
macfe  no  application  for  medical  affiflance. 
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This  pain  very  feldom  left  her  intirely 
yet  had  frequent-  remiffions  :  thefe  conti¬ 
nued  rarely  above  an  hour  or  two  at  a  time 
and  were  generally  interrupted  by  the  mo¬ 
tion  of  the  foetus ,  which  always  brought 
on  a  fevere  paroxyfm. 

Her  pulfe  being  moderately  full,  though 
not  very  tenfe,  fix  ounces  of  blood  were 
taken  away  at  the  beginning  of  this  fecond 
attack,  which  procured  fome  fhort  relief. 

After  a  few  weeks  the  pulfe  began  to 
fink,  and  became  more  contracted.  How¬ 
ever,  as  the  violence  of  the  pain  did  not 
abate,  the  fame  quantity  of  blood  was  again 
drawn,  but  with  lefs  effedt. 

Through  the  whole  courfe  of  this  dis¬ 
order,  her  body  was  kept  open  by  lenient 
purgatives  of  various  kinds,  as  fine  was 
generally  inclined  to  be  coftive  >  and  opi~ 
cites  in  different  forms  were  frequently  ad- 
mini  ftered,  as  the  violence  of  the  pain 
required. 

Once  or  twice  the  was  relieved  by  fo¬ 
menting  the  abdomen  with  flannels  dipped 
in  warm  water  mixed  with  one  fixth  of 
vinegar ;  but  the  fomentation  foon  loft  it’s 

good 


\ 
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good  effect.  She  feemed  to  obtain  the 
greateft  relief  from  the  application  of  a 
large  plafter  to  the  abdomen ,  compofed  of 
an  ounce  of  ftrained  galbanum ,  and  a 
drachm  of  opium . 

Towards  the  conclufion  of  the  term  of 
pregnancy,  (he  was  fometimes  feized  with 
pains  fo  much  refembling  thofe  of  labour, 
that  fhe  fent  for  me  twice,  expecting  to 
be  delivered  ;  once  at  the  end  of  the  eighth 
month,  and  again  near  the  middle  of  the 
ninth. 

I  had  then  an  opportunity  of  examining 
the  ftate  of  the  os  tine  re  and  abdomen .  The 
os  tincce  was  much  harder  and  longer  than 
it  ufually  is  in  the  eighth  month  of  preg¬ 
nancy  s  and  there  was  a  greater  and  more 
extended  preflure  of  the  collum  uteri  upon 
the  vagina,  than  is  felt  before  impregnation* 
The  abdomen  was  hard  and  diftended  as  high 
as  the  mean  diftance  between  the  navel  and 
fcrobiculus  cordis ,  yet  I  could  not  feel  any 
diftind  fwelling  of  the  uterus  through  the 
abdominal  parietes . 

Near  the  end  of  the  ninth  month  (he 
was  attacked  with  a  vomiting,  which  con¬ 
tinued 
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tinued  violent  for  two  days.  The  matter 
thrown  up  had  a  porraceous  appearance. 

After  taking  the  faline  draughts,  and 
other  anti- emetics,  joined  with  the  tinffi.' 
*Thebaicay  without  benefit,  the  vomiting, 
was  flayed  by  the  folid  opiumy  a  grain  of; 
which  was  given  every  hour,  for  five  hours 
fucceffively.  A  flight  uterine  haemorrhage 
fucceeded  the  vomiting.  This  difcharge  be¬ 
came  ferous  the  day  after  it's  appearance,  and 
continued  fo  about  a  month,  except  a  few 
days,  on  which  the  haemorrhage  returned. 
She  had  likewife,  after  the  vomiting,  a 
prolap fus  of  the  anterior  part  of  the  vagina , 
which  defcended  without  the  labiay  in  form: 
of  a  gut. 

About  the  end  of  the  ninth  month,  the 
motion  of  the  foetus  ceafed,  and  with  it 
that  violent  pain  in  the  abdomen ,  which 
had  affli&ed  her  near  four  months.  The 
breads  foon  afterwards  began  to  fwell,  and 
in  a  week’s  time  the  milk  flowed  from  the 
nipples.  The  breads  fhortly  became  again 
flaccid,  but  a  fmall  quantity  of  milk  con- 
tinued  to  flow  upon  preflure  for  a  month. 
She  now  complained  of  forenefs,  and  un¬ 
common 
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common  coldnefs  in  the  abdomen .  Her 
burthen  felt  heavier,  and  feemed  to  her 
to  fall  with  a  greater  weight  than  uiual, 
whenever  £he  turned  herfelf  in  bed  ;  fhe 
therefore  lay  chiefly  upon  her  fide,  as 
the  bed  proved  a  fupport  for  her  body  in 
that  pofture. 

Although  the  pain  in  the  umbilical  region 
ceafed  with  the  motion  of  the  foetus ,  as 
juft  mentioned ;  yet  (he  had,  for  a  month 
after  this  period,  frequent  returns  of  the 
fame  fpurious  labour- pains,  which  had 
come  on  towards  the  end  of  the  ufual  term 
of  pregnancy. 

According  to  the  patient’s  account,  thefe 
pains  were  confiderably  different  from  each 
other.  The  former  fhe  compared  to  the 
fudden  twifting  of  her  bowels  with  a  cord : 
the  latter  affedted  principally  the  contents  of 
the  pelvis ,  and  were  attended  with  a  vio¬ 
lent  thrujling  (to  ufe  her  own  expreffion) 
at  the  anus  and  pudendum . 

The  laft  and  mo  ft  fevere  of  thefe  falfe 
labour-pains  happened  a  month  after  the 
ceafing  of  the  child’s  motion,  and  continued 
fix  hours,  with  very  ftiort  and  rare  inter¬ 
vals 
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vals  of  eafe.  I  was  with  her  above  two 
hours  of  this  time,  and  found  the  os  tincct 

1  I 

not  at  all  affedted  with  the  pains.  It  was, 
indeed,  fhorter  and  lower  in  the  pelvis  than 
at  the  end  of  the  eighth  month  $  but  I  was 
not  fenfible  of  any  change  in  it’s  hardnefs. 
There  was  likewife  a  more  confiderable 
preflure  from  the  inferior  part  of  the  bo¬ 
dy  of  the  uterus .  That  portion  of  the 
vagina ,  which  had  been  prolapfed,  was 
now  retracted,  fo  as  to  form  only  an  in- 
conliderable  prominence. 

In  this  paroxyfm  £he  got  fome  relief  by 
three  grains  of  opium ,  given  in  as  many 
hours,  although  a  frequent  vomiting,  which 
attended  the  pain,  did  not  fuffer  them  to 
flay  long  upon  her  ftomach.  The  pain, 
however,  ceafed  foon  after  injecting  a  clyf- 
ter  made  with  four  ounces  of  broth  and 
fixty  drops  of  tintt.  Thebaica.  A  confider¬ 
able  quantity  of  bloody  ferum  was  difcharged 
next  day  by  the  vagina ,  and  the  abdomen 
remained  very  fore  for  feveral  days 

The  patient  lived  two  months  after  this 
fevere  attack,  and  was  feldom  above  a  day 
or  two  at  once  free  from  vomiting.  The 

matter 
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matter  thrown  up  was  once,  for  a  few 
days,  ftercoraceous,  during  which  time 
{he  had  no  ftool  5  but  in  general  it  had  a 
porraceous  appearance,  and  her  (tools  were 
regular :  fhe  had  likewife  very  frequent, 
and  often  loud,  borborygmi. 

She  took  twenty  drops  of  tinbl.  Hhebaica 
every  night  during  the  laft  month  of  her 
life,  which  generally  allayed  the  vomiting, 
and  fupprefled  the  borborygmi  for  feven  or 
eight  hours. 

There  was  a  fenfible  fluctuation  in  the 
abdomen  a  fortnight  before  her  death,  which 
did  not  happen  till  £he  was  emaciated  to  the 
laft  degree. 

Notwithftanding  the  greatnefs  of  her 
fufferings,  (he  was  feldom  confined  to  her 
bed  above  four  or  five  days  together,  and 
could  generally  walk  down  ftairs  by  the 
afliftance  of  her  hulband,  till  within  three 
weeks  of  her  death.  The  lower  extremi¬ 
ties,  efpecially  the  left,  began  about  this 
time  to  remain  cedematous  and  even  when 
kept  in  a  horizontal  pofition,  which  before 
had  always  removed  the  flight  oedema  formeci 
in  the  day-time. 


The 
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'The  DijfeStim  of  the  Body . 

Being  defirous  to  obtain  a  more  certain 
knowledge  of  the  caufe  of  thefe  uncom¬ 
mon  fymptoms,  than  I  was  able  to  acquire 
during  the  life  of  the  patient,  I  procured 
leave  to  examine  the  contents  of  the  abdo¬ 
men,  &c.  after  death,  which  was  done  in 
the  prefence  of  Dr.  Crowther,  a  phyfician, 

of  this  place,  and  Meflrs.  Dawfon,  Billam, 

* 

and  Lucas,  Surgeons. 

I  made  a  puncture  in  the  abdomen  in  or¬ 
der  to  let  out  the  contained  fluid,  which 
was  in  quantity  about  two  quarts,  and  re¬ 
ferable  d  chocolate  both  in  colour  and  con¬ 
fidence  :  we  observed  fome  minute  lumps, 
of  a  curdled  na  are,  mixed  with  it,  toge¬ 
ther  with  a  fmall  quantity  of  a  fluid  refem- 
bling  pus . 

The  abdomen  being  laid  open  by  a  tranf- 
verfe  incifion,  we  perceived  the  omentum , 
much  extenuated,  clofely  adhering  to,  and 
covering  the  fuiface  of,  a  large  fac,  which 
nearly  filled  the  cavity  of  the  abdomen 
the  omentum  adhering  likewife  to  the  pe¬ 
ritonaeum* 


Below 
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Below  this  fac ,  there  appeared  in  the 
hypogajlrium  another  of  a  more  globular 
form,  ftretching  upwards  about  half-way 
betwixt  the  cjja  pubis  and  the  navel,  and 
occupying  with  it’s  center  the  left  inguinal 
region. 

The  inteftines,  at  firft  view,  did  not 
appear,  but,  upon  removing  a  little  the  large 
fac  from  it’s  natural  pofition,  we  found 
the  tranfverfe  arch  of  the  colon  contiguous  to 
it’s  fuperior  part,  the  greateft  part  of  the 
inteftines  thruft  up  into  the  left  hypochondre. 
and  the  reft  interpofed  between  the  great 
fac  and  the  fpine. 

Wherever  the  inteftines  lay  in  contadi 
with  the  fac,  they  had  formed  thereto  fuch 
ftrong  adheftons,  that  it  was  difficult  to 
Separate  them  without  tearing  either  one 
or  the  other.  The  inteftines,  in  general, 
were  in  a  morbid  ftate,  and  had  a  livid, 
gangrenous  appearance.  They  adhered  in 
many  places  to  each  other,  as  well  as  to  the 
fac  *. 

.  The 

*  Upon  the  whole  therefore  I  may  fay,  that  the  ca¬ 
vity  of  the  abdomen  was  obliterated  by  the  univerfal 

adhefioij 
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The  externnal  furface  of  the  facy  after 
tearing  off  the  omentumy  was  fmooth  $ 
It’s  thicknefs  was  about  one  eighth  of  an 
inch  It  contained,  befides  fome  re¬ 
mains  of  the  fluid  above  mentioned,  a  full- 
grown  fcetusy  of  a  moderate  fize,  lying  in 
a  curved  pofture.  The  head,  with  the 
face  turned  forwards,  occupied,  together 
with  the  left  arm,  the  fpace  betwixt  the 
right  os  ilium  and  the  /pine.  The  back 
was  turned  upwards,  and  the  feet  to  the 
left  fide  of  the  abdomen .  A  fmall  procefs 
or  facculus ,  refembling  the  finger  of  a  glove, 
was  formed  betwixt  the  thighs  of  the  foe¬ 
tus  y  by  the  adhefion  of  the  anterior  to  the 
pofterior  part  of  the  great  facy  into  which 
a  portion  of  the  fmall  inteftines  had  infi- 
nuated  itfelf. 

The 


adhefion  of  the  parts  to  one  another,  and  the  fluid 
which  was  drawn  off  by  a  puncture  in  the  abdomeny 
before  the  body  was  opened,  that  it  might  not  be 
fpilled,  and  which  I  had  fuppofed  to  be  contained  in 
that  cavity,  was  actually  contained  in  the  great  fac . 

t  It’s  internal  furface  was  fpongy,  flocculent,  and 
flightly  wrinkled,  fomewhat  refembling  that  of  the 

* 

gravid  uterus  after  the  membranes  are  feparated  from 
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The  umbilical  cord  adhered,  in  many  pla¬ 
ces,  to  the  internal  furface  of  the  great 
fac.  By  tracing  this  we  were  led  to  a  large 
aperture  in  the  right  fide  of  the  inferior 
globular  faci  already  mentioned  ;  from 
whence  that  which  contained  th t  foetus y 
feemed  to  have  it’s  origin.  This  inferior 
fac  we  now  found  to  be  the  uterus ,  coh-r 
taining  a  very  thick  placentay  which  adhe¬ 
red  very  firmly  to  about  three  fourths  of 
it’s  internal  furface,  having  the  navel -firing 
attached  to  it's  center  $  and  this  center 
correfponded  nearly  with  the  center  of  the 
fundus  uteri , 

The  placenta  %  filled  up  the  greateft  part 
of  the  aperture  of  communication  between 
the  uterus  and  the  fac ,  leaving  a  narrow 
tranfverfe  opening  at  it’s  inferior  partr 

*  The  placenta  was  hot  thin  and  extended  in  thg 
Uterus  as  in  a  natural  pregnancy,  but  thick  in  propor¬ 
tion  to  it’s  breath  :  for,  as  the  uterus  was  nearly  round, 
and  the  placenta  filled  about  three  fourths  of  it’s  cavity, 
the  placenta  itfelf  made  a  large  fegment  of  a  fphere^ 
Oppofit'e  to  the  os  tinea  it  had  a  Irnooth  furface,  into 
the  middle  of  which  the  funk  was  inferted  ;  and  the 
Cavity  between  this  and  the  os  tinea  had  been  filled,  no 
doubt,  with  the  chocolate-like  fluid  above-mentioned. 

Vo l.  III.  A  a  through 
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through  which  four  fingers  might  be  dafily 
introduced  in  a  flat  form. 

The  fab  fiance  of  the  uterus  was-  from 
one.  half  to  feven  eighths  of  an  inch  in 
thicknefs  in  different  parts,  and  fome  of  the 
veins  were  large  enough  to  admit  the  tip  of 
my  fore- finger.  We  could  find  no  overies # 
The  fallopian  tube '  on  the  left  fide  was 
very  fmall :  the  place  of  that  on  the  right' 
fide,  was  occupied  by  the  beginning  or 
orifice  of  the  fac.  There  were  no  proper 
membranes  of  the  foetus ,  diftincft  from  the 
fac  in  which  it  was  included  T  i  ^ 

The  uterus  was  fo  firmly  connected  with 
the  adjacent  parts,  behind  and  on  each  'fide, 
that  a  feparation  could  not  be  made  with- 
out  violence  :  half  of  it’s  upper  part  was 
covered  by  the  Jac ,  to  which  it  adhered. 
The  uterus  felt  fo  heavy,  that  I  weighed,  it 

-  *  I  A Jt  V,-  -A  . 

*  But,  to  fpeak  the  truth  frankly,  when  I  fat  down 
to  write  this  account,  I  recolledted  that  I  had  not,  at 
the  time  of  the  diffedfion,  taken  fufficient  pains  to  trace 
the  membranes  from  the  edge  of  the  placenta  all  round  ; 
fo  thatvI  dare  not  now,  though  1  believe  it,  affirm  that 
they  lined  the  fmall  remaining  cavity  of  the  uterus9 
and  made  the  inner  Jlratum  of  the  great  fac. 

with 
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with  the  contained  placenta ,  and  found  their 
weight  together  to  be  two  pounds  and  an 
half  avoirdupojfe. 

The  bladder  was  fmall,  empty,  and  con¬ 
nected  as  ufual. 

The  ftomach,  liver,  and  thoracic  vifcera , 
appeared  to  be  in  a  found  hate. 

The  cuticle  was  not  at  ail  ftripped  off 
from  the  foetus  by  our  handling  it,  during 
the  examination  of  this  remarkable  cafe,* 


*  2  ■'  - .  5  .  .  ' 
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XXXIV.  Cafes  of  the  Bite  of  a  Mad 
Dog.  By  Thomas  Dickfon,  M.  D * 

Read  May  18,  1767. 

*  \  **  1  •  «  ■ 

IN  the  beginning  of  January,  1767,  a 
confiderable  number  of  people,  in  the 
White-chapel  road,  were  bitten  by  a  large 
maftiff-dog,  which  was  fuppofed  to  be 
mad,  and  with  great  difficulty  was  killed. 
One  of  theie  perfons,  John  Brown,  thirteen 
years  old,  was  immediately  carried  to  the 
London-Hofpital,  where  the  parts  affedted, 
which  were  the  right  cheek  and  fhoulder, 
were  very  well  fcarified  and  fuffered  to 
bleed  freely.  Mercurial  ointment  was  rub¬ 
bed  upon  thefe  parts  immediately  after¬ 
wards,  and  this  was  done  twice  a  day  for 
ten  days,  without  producing  any  fpitting 
or  even  forenefs  of  the  gums.  Having  no 
manner  of  complaint,  he  left  the  hofpital  in 
three  weeks,  after  taking  three  dofes  of 
purging  falls.  He  continued  in  good  health 
till  Thurfday  April  30,  when  at  his  play 
(of  which  he  was  very  fond)  he  felt  a 
pain  in  his  right  cheek ;  however  that  day 

he 
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he  ate  his  victuals  very  well,  but  had  no 
lleep  in  the  night,  on  account  of  frequent 
pains  and  cramp  in  his  cheek  and  throat. 
The  next  morning  (Friday)  he  made  a 
hearty  breakfaft,  but  was  not  allowed  to 
dine,  as  he  did  not  come  home  from  his 
play  in  due  feafon.  In  the  evening  he  could 
neither  eat  or  drink*.  The  pains  and  cramp 
of  his  throat  and  cheek  returned  with  greater 
violence  and  frequency.  His  breathing  that 
night  became  very  difficult,  and  from  this 
time  till  Monday  May  4,  at  on’e  o’clock  in 
the  afternoon,  when  he  was  brought  to  me 
at  the  London- Hofpital ;  he  had  not  eaten 
any  thing  excepting  a  roafted  apple  that 
morning,  had  drank  nothing,  had  had  no 
fleep,  and  his  other  complaints  were  in- 
creafed. 

The  boy  had  a  wild,  frighted,  fright¬ 
ening  flare  ,  was  very  reftlefs,  (hifting  from 
place  to  place,  and  every  now  and  then  of 
a  fudden  he  clapped  his  hands  to  his  cheek 

*  This  account  I  had  from  the  boy  himfelf,  who 
was  perfectly  fenfible.  Kis  miftrefs,  who  keeps  a 
public  houfe,  fays,  that  on  Friday  night  he  ate  his 
fupper  heartily. 

and 

1 
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and  throat  (his  chin  approaching  to  his 
(bread)  and  fpat  out,  with  great  force,  to  a 
confiderable  diftance,  a  great  deal  of  a 
white  frothy  faliva.  I  afked  him  why  he 
put  up  his  hands  to  his  throat  and  cheek  in 
that  manner,  and  he  faid  that  he  could  not 
bear  the  leaf!:  air  to  blow  upon  them, 
for  it  gave  him  exceffive  pain.  There  was 
a  confiderable  mucous  difcharge  from  his 
noftrils.  His  breathing  was  quick  and  la¬ 
borious,  the  pulfe  foft  and  not  frequent, 
and  the  heat  natural.  He  faid  he  felt  like  a 
lump  in  his  throat,  but  without  any  fore- 

nefs.  He  was  quite  fenfible,  and  had  been 
without  the  leaft  apprehenfion  (from  the 
time  he  left  the  hofpital)  of  any  bad  con- 
fequences  from  the  bite  of  the  dog,  till 
Friday  lad,  when,  upon  hearing  that  a  per- 
fon  in  his  neighbourhood,  who  had  been 
bit  by  the  fame  dog,  died  that  day,  he  faid 
that  he  felt  inftantl'y  a  pain  in  the  fhoul- 
der  that  was  bitten  go  to  his  cheek 
where  the  dog  had  flobbered  him.  I  en¬ 
deavoured  to  calm  his  mind,  and  allured 
him  that  the  dog  had  not  been  mad,  and 
that  he  fhould  very  foon  be  made  well 

again  $ 
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again ;  after  which  I  afked  him  to  drink  a 
glafs  of  Water,  but  he  replied  with  great 
quicknefs  that  he  could  not.  Notwith- 
handing  this  anfwer,  I  fent  for  a  glafs  of 
water,  at  the.  fight  of  which  he  feemed 
much  more  agitated,  however  was  pre¬ 
vailed  upon  (he  was  a  boy  of  great  cou¬ 
rage)  to  attempt  to  drink  it.  He  took  the 
glafs  in  his  hand,  and  feveral  times  carried  it 
towards  his  mouth  (fomewhat  in  the  man¬ 
ner  of  thofe  who  labour  under  the  chorea 
Sti ,  Viti.)  without  the  glafs  ever  touching  it. 
Upon  this  I  defired  a  by-ftander  (for  i  ex¬ 
pected,  from  his  great  reftleffnefs,  the  glafs 
to  be  let  fall  or  broke  againft  a  table  that 
was  before  me)  to  take  the  glafs  from  him. 
and  put  it  to  his  mouth ;  at  which  time  the 
perfon  who  brought  him  to  the  hofpital, 
happening  to  take  him  in  his  arms  to  keep 
him  faft,  he  exprefled  the  utmoft  u.neafi- 
nefs  at  being  held,  and  faid  that  he  would 
drink  the  water  if  he  was  let  alone.  Be¬ 
fore  he  attempted  to  drink,  he  fpat  out 
with  great  force,  the  frothy  matter  that 
has  been  mentioned  and  immediately  after¬ 
wards  filled  his  mouth  with  the  water,  and 

A  a  4  feemed 
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feemed  to  endeavour  ftrongly  at  fwallowing 
it,  but  very  foon  forcibly  threw  it  out,'  and 
declared  that  he  could  not  get  a  Angle  drop 
down. 

Having  never  feen  any  fymptoms  occafi- 
oned  by  the  bite  of  a  mad  dog,  and  know* 
ing  that  many  of  the  eldeft  and  mod  ex¬ 
perienced  phyficians  of  this  great  city  had 
never  met  with  a  Angle  inftance,  I  diftruft- 
ed  every  thing  which  I  firft  heard.  The 
hiftory  however  which  I  have  given,  and 
what  I  faw  which  I  have  not  exprefled, 
and  what  phyficians  well  know  to  be  inex- 
prefiible,  left  no  doubt  with  me  that  this 
boy’s  dileafe  was  caufed  by  the  bite  of  the 
dog,  I  ordered  him  to  be  immediately  ad¬ 
mitted  into  the  hofpital,  and  put  into  a 
warm  bath.  When  I  had  finifhed  my 
other  bufinefs  there,  I  made  inquiry  whether 
he  was  put  into  the  bath,  and  found  that 
the  people  in  the  ward  were  fo  afraid  of 
him  that  fcarce  any  body  would  come  near 
him.  The  boy  was  ftripped,  but  would 
not  fuffer  himfelf  to  be  carried  down  flairs 
to  the  bath  :  he  was  extremely  hurried, 
and  I  found  it  necdfary  to  let  him  go  thh, 

ther 
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fher  in  his  own  way.  When  he  arrived  at 
the  door  of  the  ward,  he  turned  about  of 
a  fudden  and  cried  out  violently  to  have 
fbmething  to  cover  his  face,  for  the  cold 
air  caufed  exceffive  pain.  After  this  he 
ran  down  two  pair  of  ftairs  in  great  emo¬ 
tion,  and  then  confented  to  be  carried  the 
reft  of  the  way  to  the  bath. 

The  water  being  made  too  warm  it  was 
fome  time  before  he  could  be  put  into  it  $ 
however,  of  his  own  accord,  he  two  or  three 
times  put  his  leg  into  the  water  with  an  in¬ 
tention  of  going  in,  but  was  obliged  to 
withdraw  it  on  account  of  the  too  great 
heat.  When  he  got  into  the  bath,  he  was 
at  firft  exceedingly  reftlefs,  running  up 
and  down  the  trough,  fometimes  with  a 
leg  out,  but  at  length  was  perfuaded  to  fit 
down  for  a  little  time,  fo  as  the  water 
might  nearly  reach  his  chin;  and  this  he 
did  feveral  times,  and  thereby  found  his 
throat  become  quite  eafy.  The  fpalms  of 
his  thrpat  ceafing,  I  defired  him  to  endea¬ 
vour  at  fwallowing  a  little  of  a  fp.  ceti  mix¬ 
ture  which  contained  fome  tinB.  theb . 

This  he  declared  to  beimpofiible ;  however, 

after 
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after  great  intreaty,  he  took  the  glafs  in  hi$ 
hand,  for  he  would  not  fuffer  any  perfon 
to  put  it  near  his  lips,  dreading,  in  an  ama¬ 
zing  way,  the  approach  of  any  thing  to 
them,  and  after  many  attempts  took  fome 
in  his  mouth  and  with  the  utmoft  difficulty 
fwallowed  a  little  of  it.  After  this  I  twice4 
prevailed  with  him  to  plunge  his  head  un¬ 
der  the  water.  I  made  him  try  again  to 
take  more  of  the  fp.  ceti  mixture,  which 
he  got  down  with  much  more  eafe,  to  the 
quantity  of  about  an  ounce,  which  con¬ 
tained  twenty  drops  of  tinff.  theb .  When 
I  was  intreating  him  to  duck  his  head,  he 
faid  he  would,  but  that  he  mu  ft  ftay  till 
he  got  a  good  breath,  for  he  was  afraid  of 
being  choaked.  And  the  fame  anfwer  he 
before  gave  to  me,  when  defired  to  take1 
the  mixture  already  mentioned.  Each 
time  he  attempted  to  fwallow  or  to  duck 
his  head,  he  fii'ft  fpat  out  a  great  deal  of 
frothy  matter.  While  in  the  bath  he  had 
two  „very  loud  erudations,  though  no  fla¬ 
tus  feemed  to  be  difcharged  ;  and  it  appear¬ 
ed  to  me,  that  this  noife  was  occafioned  by 
the  adion  of  the  mufcles  of  the  trachea 

upon 
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upon  the  air  contained  in  it,  rather  than 
to  any  air  forcibly  expelled  from  the  fto- 
mach ;  however,  the  boy  thereby  found 
great  relief,  and  faid  he  had  tried  often  but 
never  before  could  do  this.  After  flaying 
in  the  bath  about  twenty- five  minutes,  he 
quietly  fuffered  himfelf  to  be  carried  to  bed, 
and  was  laid  in  blankets. 

I  dire.&ed  the  apothecary  to  give  him  eve¬ 
ry  hour  twenty  drops  of  tin5l.  theb .  in  the 
fp .  ceti  mixture,  if  he  could  lwallow  a  liquid,* 
or  one  grain  of  extraffi.  tbeb .  and,  if  nei¬ 
ther  could  be  got  down,  to  have  a  glyfter, 
adminiftered  every  two  hours,  compofed  of 
a  fmall  quantity  of  broth,  and  one  drachm 
of  tinli.  theb .  to  have  fomentations  fre¬ 
quently  applied  to  the  neck  and  throat,  and 
an  emollient  poultice,  if  pofiible. 

Immediately  after  being  laid  in  bed,  at 
half  an  hour  pa  ft  two  o'clock,  he  fell  into 
a  copious  fweat,  that  continued  for  more 
than  half  an  hour,  during  which  time  he 
lay  quite  eafy  and  chearfuh  This  fhort  inter¬ 
val  was  fucceeded  by  a  return  of  the  fpafms, 
and  pain  in  .his  neck  and  throat,  accompa¬ 
nied  by  fuch  great  reftleffnefs  that  neither  fo- 
I  mentations 
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mentations  nor  poultice  could  be  applied- 
At  half  an  hour  paft  three  o’clock  he  ab- 
folutely  refufed  to  take  any  of  the  anodyne 
fp .  ceti  mixture,  but  fwallowed  a  pill  of 
two  grains  of  the  ext  rail,  theb .  This  dofe 

was  given  fo  large,  it  being  apprehended 
that  he  might  not  be  prevailed  upon  to  take 
another  in  due  time.  Soon  after  this  he 
complained  of  being  very  hungry,  and  faid 
he  fhould  be  ftarved.  An  apple  was  brought 
to  him,  and  he  ate  moft  greedily  a  good 
part  of  it ;  likewife  a  very  little  piece  of 
bread  and  beef,  which  he  begged  might  be 
cut  very  fmall.  In  lefs  than  half  an  hour 
afterwards  he  was  feized  with  a  con  fide  r- 
able  vomiting  ;  and  what  he  threw  up  was 
of  a  very  frothy  nature  and  colourlefs.  At 
fix  o’clock  he  again  took  two  grains  of 
extratt.  theb .  and  at  feven,  the  vomiting 
which  had  been  very  frequent,  becoming 
more  fevere,  and  all  his  complaints  increaf- 
ing,  a  glyfter  of  broth,  containing  tinft. 
theb .  was  given  him,  which  was  re¬ 

peated  at  nine,  for  he  could  not  be  per- 
fuaded  to  attempt  fwallowing  another  pill. 
He  continued  very  fenfible  till  near  a  quar¬ 
ter 
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ter  of  an  hour  of  his  death,  which  happen¬ 
ed  the  fame  night  at  eleven  o’clock.  During 
this  fhort  delirium  he  often  cried  out  to  take 
away  the  dog,  and  faid  the  dog  was  under 
the  bed,  &c. 

The  reftleffnefs  of  this  boy,  excepting 
the  {hort  interval  already  mentioned  of 
a  while  in  the  bath,  and  fomewhat  more 
than  half  an  hour  immediately  following  it, 
was  inconceivably  great.  It  was  not  in 
the  power  of  thofe  who  attended  him  to 
keep  the  bed-cloaths  upon  him,  though  he 
was  continually  complaining  of  the  cold  air 
giving  him  the  greateft  pain  in  his  cheek 
and  throat,  which  made  it  at  laft  neceflary 
to  have  him  {trapped  down.  He  often  cried 
out  that  the  doors  of  the  ward  were  open 
when  they  were  £hut,  and,  on  account  of 
cold,  wanted  the  curtains  to  be  drawn  clofe  ; 
nor  did  it  appear  that  light  any- wife  affeft- 
ed  him.  He  was  extremely  drougthy,  and 
often  called  for  Imall-beer  with  great  eager- 
nefs,  and,  when  brought  to  him,  took  it 
in  his  hand,  and  attempted  to  carry  it  to  his 
mouth,  but  never  durft  bring  the  cup  to  it. 
Many  efforts  were  made  by  thofe  who  at¬ 
tended 
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tended  him,  to  give  him  the  fmall-beer,  bat 
he  fcreamed  fo  violently,  when  they  came 
near  his  lips,  that  they  were  obliged  to  de- 
fill;  and  he  never  would  fuffer  any  thing 
whatever  to  approach  them.  His  fpitting 
of  frothy  matter  increafed  fo  much,  that, 
in  fpite  of  all  the  care  poffible,  his  bed  waS 
exceedingly  wetted  by  it;  and  the  mucous 
difcharge  from  his  noflrils  likewife  continu¬ 
ed.  He  never  attempted  to  bite  any  per- 
fon  ;  but,  about  half  an  hour  before  he 
died,  being  preffed  by  the  apothecary  to 
take  a  pill,  he  looked  furious^  and  feemed 
as  if  he  aimed  at  flriking  him.  Upon  this 
his  head  was  held  fa  ft,  and  an  ounce  of  the 
fpk  ceti  mixture,,  containing  fifteen  drops  of 
tinB*  theb .  was  forced  down  his  throat. 
He  did  not  bark  like  a  dog,' though  th6 
nutie  and  the.  patients  of  the  ward  faid  that 
he  made  a  noife  like  a  young  puppy.  His 
pulfe  could  not  be  felt  for  five  hours  before 
his  death.  The  fpafms  of  his  throat  became 
much  more  frequent,  and  the  muicles  of  the 
thorax  greatly  affedted,  attended  with  a  ve¬ 
ry  quick  and  laborious  breathing. 
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In  a  few  hours  after  his  death  a  confi- 
derable  degree  of  blacknefs  was  obferved 
about  his  private  parts,  his  throat,  and  the 
fhoulder  where  he  was  bitten  (which  had 
no  ulceration  upon  it)  and  likewife  about 
the  eye£,  which  were  quite  funk  in  the 
orbits,  and,  evidently  to  me,  diminifhed  in 
their  fize,  attended  with  an  opacity  of  the 
cornea,  and  muddinefs  of  the  humours, 
which  I  never  before  had  feen  in  the  eyes 

i  .  •  .  *  j  -  r  -  '■>?*  ■ 

of  any  dead  period.  . 


CASE  II. 

_  j  .  >  i  4  '  V*  .  .  .  , 

1  I  -  .  - 

1*  - 

"  * 

The  fervant  of  a  gardener  at  Mile-end 
Was  bitten  by  the  fame  dog  mentioned  in 
the  preceding  account,  upon  the  fame  even¬ 
ing,  and  applied  next  day  to  a  perfon  at 
Walthamftow,  who  adminiftered  his  inf  alii* 
ble  fpecific  again  ft  the  bite  of  a  mad  dog, 
and  cured  the  wounds  of  his  arm,  which 
had  been  very  confiderable.  He  continued 
in  good  health,  and  without  any  apprehen- 
fiohs  of  danger,  till  Tuefday  night,  April 
28,  when,1  aft  a  public-houfe,  after  having 
drank  a  lhare  of  feveral  pots  of  beeiv  he 
.  found. 
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found,  all  at  once,  an  impoffibility  of  fal¬ 
lowing.  He  had  filled  his  mouth  with 
beer,  but,  not  being  able  to  get  down  a 
fingle  drop,  he  lpurted  it  out  with  great 
force,  and  cried  out  that  he  was  a  dead 
man.  From  this  time  he  could  never  be 
prevailed  upon  to  take  any  thing  into  his 
mouth.  He  kept  continually  fpitting  a 
frothy  matter,  of  which  he  defired  thofe 
about  him  to  beware  ;  was  exceedingly  reft- 
lefs,  had  no  fleep,  but  remained  perfe&ly 
fenfible  to  his  death,  on  Friday  noon. 
May  i. 

I  had  this  account  from  the  gardener  and 
his  wife,  and  others  who  attended  this  poor 
man  during  his  illnefs.  This  is  the  perfori 
alluded  to  in  the  former  cafe. 

CASE  III. 

f-  '  -  -■*  •  -•  W  •  ■  w  •*  ■’  '“J  \  *•  , 

- Bean,  aged  fixty-nine  years,  bitter! 

by  the  fame  dog,  on  the  fame  evening* 
was  in  the  hofpital  three  weeks,  and  was 
difcharged  without  any  complaints.  On 
Saturday  night,  five  days  after  he  left  the 
hoipital,  he  was  feized  with  a  pain  in  the 

fhould 
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(boulder  where  the  dog  had  bitten  him* 
which  extended  in  his  throat.  His  breath¬ 
ing  became  very  (hort.  Next  morning  he 
drank  fome  tea  with  difficulty,  was  deliri¬ 
ous  from  this  time  to  the  Thurfday  feven- 
night  following,  when  he  died.  He  fpat 
much  frothy  matter  the  whole  time,  and 
neither  ate  or  drank  any  thing  fince  the 
tea  already  mentioned,  the  day  after  he  was 
feized,  till  ten  minutes  before  his  death, 
when  he  drank  a  cupful  of  cold  tea.  He 
had  no  deep  during  all  his  illnefs,  and  was 
blind  the  laft  four  days.  The  night  he  was 
bitten  there  was  a  great  difcharge  of  blood 
from  the  wounded  parts. 

CASE  IV. 

A  favourite  dog,  which  was  bitten  that 
fame  evening,  by  the  dog  mentioned  in  the 
preceding  cafes,  was  immediately  chained 
up,  and  on  the  feventh  day  (hewed  figns  of 
madnefs,  which  increafing  till  the  tenth,  he 
was  (hot  by  his  mafter’s  orders.  After  the 
feventh  day  he  neither  ate  or  drank  any 
thing.  The  fpecific  taken  by  the  garde- 

Vol.  III.  B  b  ner’s 
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ner’s  fervant  had  likewife  been  adminiftered 
to  this  dog. 

A  proof  of  the  madnefs  of  the  dog  which 
has  bitten  any  perfon  fo  feldom  being  ob¬ 
tained,  on  account  of  his  fpeedy  deftruc- 
tion  to  prevent  further  mifchief,  I  thought 
it  neceffary  to  fubjoin  the  three  laft  cafes, 
though  none  of  them  fell  under  my  own 
chfervation  5  for  the  two  lad  of  which  I 
am  obliged  to  Mr.  Parker,  apothecary  to 
the  hofpital,  who,  at  my  requeft,  took  a 
o-ood  deal  of  trouble  to  obtain  them,  and 
furnilhed  me  likewife  with  many  of  the 
particulars  of  John  Browne’s  cafe,  as  I  had 
not  an  opportunity  of  being  at  the  hofpital 
again  in  the  evening.  I  fhall  by  no  means 
prefume,  from  the  very  little  which  I  have 
feen  of  the  rabies  canina ,  to  make  any  re¬ 
marks  on  it’s  nature,  or  method  of  treat¬ 
ment ;  however,  from  the  evident  relief 
which  the  boy  juft  mentioned  received  from 
the  warm  bath,  I  have  defired  t»ie  apothe¬ 
cary,  in  cale  of  any  other  perfons,  who 
were  bitten  by  the  fame  dog,  being  brought 
to  the  hofpital  with  inability  of  fwallow- 

«ng» 
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ing,  &c.  to  put  them  into  the  warm  bath 
immediately,  and  detain  them  in  it  as  long 
as  poffible,  that  no  time  might  be  loft  before 
I  could  fee  them* 

London,  May  iS,  THOMAS  DlCKSON. 

.  «767» 
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-  1  *  •  -  W.  -  r  •  # 

XXXV.  I  he  Operation  of  the  Paracentefis 
Thoracis,  propojed  for  Air  in  the  Chef  j 
with  fame  Remarks  on  the  Emphyfema, 
and  on  Wounds  of  the  Lungs  in  general ; 
By  Mr.  William  Hew fon.  Reader  of 
Anatomy.  Communicated  by  Dr.  Hunter. 
Read  June  15,  1767. 


\ 


\  LTHOUGH  the  emphyfema  has  been 
J~'%  of  late  more  fuccefsfully  treated 
than  formerly,  yet  I  have  been  led  to  think 
that  fomething  further  might  be  attempted 


towards  a  more  certain,  and  a  more  fpeedy 
cure  of  that  didemper. 

The  improvement  which  has  occurred 
to  me,  and  which  I  (hall  venture  to  lay 
before  the  Society,  is  the  operation  of 
the  paracentefis  thoracis,  in  order  to  let  the 
air  out  of  the  cheft :  for,  that  the  confine¬ 
ment  of  the  air  in  that  cavity  occafions 
the  word  fymptoms  in  that  diforder,  and 
even  death  itfelf,  I  am  almod  perfuaded, 
partly,  from  confidering  what  the  confe- 
querxes  mud  be  of  a  wound  of  the  lungs 
(for  a  wound  there  is  the  common  caufe 
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of  the  emphyfema)  and  partly,  from  attend¬ 
ing  to  the  fymptoms  of  the  difeafe  ;  but 
chiefly,  from  the  diffedion  of  the  body 
of  a  perfon  who  died  under  it. 

The  accident  which  moft  commonly 
gives  rife  to  the  emphyfema ,  is  a  fradured 
rib ;  by  which  the  veficles  of  the  lungs  be¬ 
ing  wounded,  the  air  efcapes  through  them 
into  the  cavity  of  the  thorax.  But  as  the 
rib,  on  being  fradured  and  pufhed  inwards, 
wounds  the  pleuray  which  lines  the  ribs 
and  the  intercoftal  mufcles,  part  of  the  air 
moft  commonly  gets  through  the  pleura 
and  thofe  lacerated  mufcles  into  the  cellular 
membrane  that  is  on  the  outfide  of  the 
cheft,  and  from  thence  it  is  diffufed  through 
the  fame  membrane  over  the  whole  body, 
fo  as  to  inflate  it  fornetimes  to  an  extra¬ 
ordinary  degree.  This  inflation  of  the 
cellular  membrane  has  been  commonly 
looked  upon  as  the  moft  dangerous  part  of 
the  difeafe  ;  how  juftly,  will  appear  in  the 

fequel. 

It  is  natural  to  fuppofe,  that  the  wound 
of  the  pleura  and  intercoftals  may  fome- 
times  be  too  fmall  to  fuffer  the  air  to  get 

B  b  3  readily 
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readily  into  the  cellular  membrane  and  to 
inflate  it,  but  may  confine  a  part  of  it  in 
the  cavity  of  the  thorax ,  fo  as  to  comprefs 
the  lungst  prevent  their  expanfion,  and 
caufe  the  fame  fymptoms  of  tightnefs  of 
the  cheft,  quick  breathing,  and  fenfe  of 
faffocation,  which  water  does  in  the  hy¬ 
drops  peBoris ,  or  matter  in  the  empyema . 
So  far  we  may  conclude  from  reafoning  on 
the  confequences  of  a  wound  of  the  lungs, 
and  from  analogy. 

And,  that  it  fometimes  really  happens 
that  air  is  confined,  and  produces  thefe 
fymptoms,  appears  probable  from  the  hifto- 
ries  of  fuch  patients  as  have  been  emphyfe- 
matous :  of  thefe  the  moil  remarkable  that 
I  have  met  with  in  my  reading,  are  one 
by  M.  Littre  * ;  another  by  M.  Mery  -f 
a  third  by  Dr.  Hunter  J  ;  and  a  fourth  by 
Mr.  Chefton  §. 

*  *  Mem.  de  l’Acad.  Royale  des  Sciences,  pour 
1’annee  1713.; 

f  Ibid. 
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In  M.  Littre’s  cafe  few  fymptoms  are 
mentioned  5  we  are  only  given  to  under¬ 
stand,  that  the  patient,  who  had  received 
a  wound  in  the  fide  by  a  fword,  could  not 
breathe,  without  making  the  moft  violent 
efforts,  efpecially  during  the  latter  part  of 
his  difeafe  :  he  died  on  the  fifth  day. 

In  M.  Mery's  cafe,  we  are  informed, 
that  the  patient  had  the  fourth  and  fifth  of 
the  true  ribs  broken  by  a  coach  palling 
over  his  cheft,  that  his  refpiration  was  much 
impeded  from  the  firft,  and  became  more 
and  more  difficult  till  he  died,  which  was 
on  the  fourth  day  after  the  accident. 

In  Dr.  Hunter's  cafe,  the  fymptoms  are 
more  particularly  mentioned.  This  pati¬ 
ent  had  received  a  confiderable  hurt  on  his 
fide  by  a  fall  from  a  horfe.  He  had  a  dif¬ 
ficulty  of  breathing,  %hich  increafed  in 
proportion  as  the  fkin  became  elevated  and 
tenfe  ;  it  was  laborious  as  well  as  frequent. 
His  infpiration  was  fhort  and  almoft  in¬ 
stantaneous,  and  ended  with  that  catch  in 
the  throat  which  is  produced  by  (hutting 
the  glottis  j  after  this  he  drained  to  expire 
for  a  moment  without  any  noife,  then  fud- 

Bb  4  denly 
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denly  opening  the  glottis ,  he  forced  out 
his  breath  with  a  fort  of  groan,  and  in  a 
hurry,  and  then  quickly  infpired  again  ; 
fo  that  his  endeavour  feemed  to  be  to  keep 
his  lungs  always  full :  infpiration  fucceed- 
ed  expiration  as  faft  as  poffible.  He  faid 
his  difficulty  of  breathing  was  owing  to 
an  oppreffion  or  tightnefs  acrofs  his  breaft^ 
near  the  pit  of  the  ftomach.  He  had  a 
little  cough,  which  exafperated  his  pain, 
and  brought  up  blood  and  phlegm  from 
his  lungs.  Scarifications  were  made,  which 
relieved  him.  The  empbyfema  fubfided  . 
his  breathing  became  more  and  more  eafy, 
and  he  recovered. 

In  Mr.  Chefcon’s  cafe,  the  man  had  re¬ 
ceived  a  blow  on  the  cheft.  He  had  a 
confiant  cough,  bringing  up,  after  many 
ineffectual  efforts,  a  frothy  difcharge  light¬ 
ly  tindured  vyith  blood  $  he  feemed  to  be 
in  the  greatefl:  agonies,  and  under  a  con- 
flant  appearance  of  fuffocation.  His  pulfe 
was  irregular  and  fometimes  fcarcely  to  be 
felt,  his  face  livid,  and  when  he  was  fen- 
fible,  which  was  only  now  and*  then,  he 
complained  of  a  pain  in  his  head.  On 
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paffing  a  bandage  round  his  cheft,  with  a 
proper  comprefs  to  prevent  the  difcharge  of 
air  into  the  cellular  membrane,  and  to  con¬ 
fine  the  motion  of  the  thorax ,  the  patient 
cried  out  that  he  could  by  no  means  fuffer 
it,  and  that,  if  it  were  bound  fo  tight,  he 
fhould  burfl.  A  ftrong  compreffion  by 
the  hand  alone  affedted  him  in  the  fame 
manner.  Scarifications  were  made  to  let 
out  the  air  from  the  cellular  membrane ; 
and,  thefe  doling,  others  were  made.  Not- 
withftanding  bleeding,  repeated  fcarifica- 
tions,  and  other  means,  his  fenfe  of  fuffo- 
cation  and  difficulty  of  breathing  increaf- 
ed.  On  the  fourth  day  the  air  no  longer 
got  into  the  cellular  membrane  :  when  on 
a  fudden  inclining  his  head  backwards,  as  it 
were  for  the  admiffion  of  more  air  than  ufual, 
his  breathing  became  more  difficult  and  in¬ 
terrupted,  he  turned  wholly  infenfible,  and 
foon  after  died. 

M,  Littre,  M.  Mery,  and  Mr.  Chefton, 
opened  the  bodies  or  their  feveral  patients 
after  death. 

M.  Littre  in  his,  befides  a  wound  of 
the  lungs  and  a  fradtured  rib,  found  a  con- 

'j  fiderable 
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fiderable  quantity  of  blood  in  the  cavity  of 
the  thorax ;  and  was  fenfible  of  fome  pu¬ 
trid  air  efcaping,  on  his  firft  pundturing  the 
intercoftals  and  pleura .  The  wounded  lobe 
was  hard  and  black,  and  the  other  two,  of 
the  fame  fide,  were  inflamed. 

In  M.  Mery’s  patient,  there  was  not  any 
extravafated  blood  in  the  cavity  of  the  tho- 
rax ,  nor  was  there  any  thing  preternatural 
to  be  feen  except  the  fradtured  ribs,  the 
wound  of  the  pleura ,  and  that  of  the 
lungs. 

Mr,  Chefton,  in  his  fubjedt,  obferved  a 
fradture  of  the  tenth  and  eleventh  ribs, 
and  a  wound  of  the  lungs  oppofite  to  thefe 
fradlures.  The  lungs  below  the  wound  were 
livid  3  and,  an  incifion  being  made  into  them, 
their  fubflance  was  found  to  be  more  com- 
padt  than  ufual :  but,  excepting  thefe  ap¬ 
pearances,  all  the  other  parts  were  in  a  na¬ 
tural  ftate,  without  any  extravafation,  in¬ 
flammation,  or  internal  emphyfema. 

Now,  were  not  the  fymptoms  in  thofe  ca¬ 
fes  fuch  as  might  be  expedted  to  arife  from 
air  confined  in  the  cavity  of  the  thorax  ?  I 
am  inclined  to  believe  they  were  3  notwith- 

ftanding 
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{landing  that  authors  in  general,  account 
for  them  otherwife,  and  among  the  reft 
Mr,  Chefton  himfelf,  though  in  one  part 
of  his  remarks  he  fecms  indeed  to  point 
that  way. 

On  comparing  thefe  emphyfematous  ca¬ 
fes,  I  fay,  it  feemed  probable  to  me,  that  it 
was  the  air  which  was  confined  in  the 
cheft  that  was  the  principal  caufe  of  the 
fymptoms ;  fuch  as  the  difficulty  of  breath¬ 
ing,  the  tightnefs  of  the  cheft,  and  the 
fenfe  of  fuffocation,  which  was  fo  much 
increafed  by  external  compreffion.  And, 
as  in  thefe  fymptoms  this  difeafe  agreed 
with  the  hydrops  peffioris,  and  the  empyema , 
both  which  are  relieved  by  the  paracentefis 
thoracis ,  I  was  thence  induced  to  believe, 
that  this  operation  might  be  performed,  for 
letting  out  the  air,  with  fome  probability  of 
fuccefs. 

But,  as  in  fuch  cafes  no  air  had  hitherto 
been  actually  difcovered  in  the  cavity  of 
the  thorax ,  it  therefore  might  be  doubted, 
whether  the  fymptoms  were  not  owing  to 
fome  other  caufe ;  fuch  as  the  mere  wound 
of  the  lungs  (abftradting  from  it’s  letting 
out  air)  or  an  efifufion  of  blood  into  the 

cles 
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cells  of  that  organ  *,  in  confequence  of 
the  wound.  I  thought  it,  therefore,  pro¬ 
per  to  try  to  afcertain,  by  the  following 
experiments,  the  effedts  of  a  fimple  wound 
of  the  lungs,  and  the  effedts  of  air  confi¬ 
ned  in  the  thorax  ;  and  the  rather,  as,  in 
fome  of  thefc  cafes,  the  wound  of  the  pleu¬ 
ra  and  intercoftal  mufcles  appeared  fo  large, 
that  it  might  be  doubted  whether  the  air 
could  be  confined  in  the  cheft,  when  there 
feemed  to  be  fo  free  a  paffage  from  that  ca¬ 
vity  into  the  cellular  membrane.  * 

i  ,  ... 

Experiment  I. 

% 

I  took  a  rabbit,  and,  pulling  the  fkin  of 
it’s  cheft  to  one  fide,  1  pufhed  a  (harp 
knife  into  the  cavity  of  the  thoraxy  and 
moved  it  about  fb  that  I  might  wound  the 
lungs ;  then  with  drawing  the  knife,  I  let 
the  fkin  flip  back  again ;  by  which  means 
the  wound  of  the  fkin  was  at  fome  diftance 
from  that  of  the  intercoftal  mufcles :  then 
applying  a  piece  ©f  lint,  a  plafter,  and  a 

*  This  Teems  to  have  been  the  caufe  of  the  livid- 
nefs  and  compa&nefs,  which  MefTrs.  Littre  and  Chef- 
ton  obferved  in  the  wounded  lobes  of  their  patients. 

flight 
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flight  bandage  to  the  wound  of  the  fkin,  I 
expedted  to  fee  the  animal  become  emphy- 
fematous,  but  was  difappointed.  And,  though 
I  repeated  the  experiment  three  or  four 
times,  I  could  not  get  the  air  to  pafs  from  the 
lungs  into  the  cellular  membrane.  On  kill¬ 
ing  the  animal,  I  obferved,  that  the  wounds 
of  the  lungs  were  furrounded  by  a  fmali 
ecchymoJis>  and  were  fo  clofed  (probably  by 
the  blood  which  had  been  effufed)  that  no 
air  could  efcape. 

Experiment  II. 

Having  pufhed  a  fliarp  knife  into  each 
fide  of  the  cheft  of  a  dog,  with  the  fame 
precautions,  and  with  the  fame  intentions 
as  mentioned  above,  I  then  allowed  him 
to  run  about  the  houfe.  This  experiment 
I  made  at  eight  o'clock  in  the  morning  ; 
about  ten,  he  appeared  lefs  lively,  and 
about  twelve,  feemed  to  chufe  to  be  at  reft, 
but  had  no  difficulty  of  breathing  nor  em¬ 
ploy  fema,  In  the  evening  he  was  as  lively 
as  before ;  and  was  likewife  fo  the  next 
morning  at  eight  o’clock,  when  I  killed 
him.  On  opening  his  abdomen ,  the  dia¬ 
phragm 
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phragm  was  not  depreffed  nor  loofe,  as 
when  air  is  let  into  the  cheft ;  nor  did  any 
air  efcape  on  puncturing  it.  On  opening 
the  cheft  and  examining  the  lungs,  1  found 
that  the  wounds  were  fmall  and  perfectly 
clofed  /  with  a  flight  ecchymojis  furrounding 
them.  On  blowing  into  the  lungs,  the  air 
did  not  efcape  through  the  wounds. 

From  thefe  experiments  I  concluded, 
that,  in  order  to  let  the  air  out  of  the  lungs 
into  the  cavity  of  the  thorax ,  a  punCture  or 
incifion  (on  account  probably  of  the  effu- 
fion  of  blood  from  the  divided  veffels)  was 
improper  j  and  that,  in  the  emphyfema- 
tous  cafes  above  mentioned,  the  emiffion 
of  the  air  muft  have  happened  from  a  fu- 
perficial  abrafion,  or  laceration  of  the  part. 

Experiment  III. 

I  tried,  by  pufhing  a  blunt  probe  into 
the  cheft  of  a  rabbit,  and  by  moving  it 
about  to  produce  fuch  an  emphyfema  by  la¬ 
ceration,  but  without  effeCt, 


i 
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Experiment  IV. 

I  then  pundtured  the  cheft  of  another 
rabbit,  but  fo  cautioufly  as  not  to  hurt  the 
lungs ;  and,  having  blown  into  it,  I  imme¬ 
diately  made  a  compreffion  upon  the  wound 
with  fome  lint,  a  comprefs  and  a  bandage, 
in  order  to  confine  the  air  in  the  cavity  of 
the  thorax .  I  then  obferved  that  the  ani¬ 
mal  breathed  more  frequently,  and  labori- 
oufly.  On  removing  the  comprefs,  the 
air  rulhed  out,  and  the  animal  gradually 
recovered  it’s  natural  manner  of  breathing. 
It  was  then  allowed  to  run  about  the  houfe 
for  a  few  days,  and  feemed  not  the  worfe 
for  the  operation. 

Experiment  V. 

The  fame  experiment  was  repeated  on  a 
dog,  after  tying  him  down  to  a  table  ,  but, 
when  the  air  was  blown  into  the  thorax ,  he 
ftruggled  fo  much,  and  adted  fo  ftrongly 
with  his  cheft,  as  to  force  it  out  again  al- 
moft  immediately  ;  fo  that  not  being  able 
to  manage  him,  I  was  obliged  to  defift, 
without  having  had  an  opportunity  of  ob- 

ferving 
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ferving  what  alteration  was  produced  on 
his  breathing.  I  kept  him  about  a  week, 
and  did  not  obferve  him  at  all  affedted  by 
the  wound. 

I  made  no  further  experiments,  being 
indeed  almoft  convinced  from  thefe,  that  it 
was  the  air  confined  in  the  cavity  of  the 
thorax ,  which  had  occafioned  the  violent 
fymptoms  in  the  cafes  mentioned  above, 
and  not  the  mere  wound  of  the  lungs : 
And  I  mud  own,  that  if  I  was  not  per« 
fedtiy  convinced,  it  was  becaufe  no  air,  in 
fuch  cafes,  had  yet  been  found  in  the  cavi¬ 
ty  of  the  thorax .  But,  not  long  after  I 
had  made  thefe  experiments,  the  following 
cafe  occured,  which  fully  fatisfied  me. 

A  young  man,  when  the  houfe  was  on 
fire,  to  fave  his  life,  threw  himfelf  out  of 
the  window  of  a  fecond  floor,  but  fradtured 
his  fkull  by  the  fall.  He  was  taken  up, 
infenfible,  and  immediately  put  under  the 
care  of  an  eminent  furgeon.  In  the  eve¬ 
ning  of  the  fame  day,  my  friend  Dr. 
Stark  acquainted  me,  that,  the  patient  ha¬ 
ving  become  emphyfematous,  and  breath¬ 
ing  with  difficulty,  I  might  now  have  an 

opportunity 


Medical  Obfervations  and  Inquiries .  385 

opportunity,  which  he  knew  I  wanted,  of 
feeing  fuch  a  cafe.  Being  at  that  time  en¬ 
gaged,  I  could  not  go  till  the  next  morning, 
when  I  found  that  he  had  expired  in  the  mid¬ 
dle  of  the  night.  His  head  had  juft  been 
opened,  and  a  confiderable  quantity  of  ex- 
travafated  blood  had  been  found  between  , 
the  ikull  and  dura  mater .  On  exami¬ 

ning  the  cheft,  I  found  the  external 
emphyfema  but  juft  perceptible^  and  that 
only  on  the  right  fide.  On  laying  open 
the  abdomen ,  the  diaphragm  was  obferved 
to  be  deprefled  and  loofe  on  the  right  fide  > 
nearly,  as  it  appears,  when  in  a  dead  bo¬ 
dy  a'  wound  is  made  into  the  cavity  of  the 
cheft.  This  I  fhewed  to  the  gentlemen 
prefent,  and  defired  that  the  body  might  be 
left  in  that  condition  till  I  could  fend  for  Dr. 
Hunter ;  and,  when  he  came,  the  exami¬ 
nation  was  continued.  Upon  puncturing 
the  thorax ,  fome  air  ruChed  out.  On  laying 
the  cheft  fully  open,  the  lungs  were  found 
to  be  much  collapfed  j  but,  there  was  not 
any  extravafated  blood  nor  lymph  ;  fo  that 
it  was  evident  there  had  been  a  confiderable 
quantity  of  air  in  the  cavity.  We  next 
,  examined  the  containing  parts  of  the  tho- 
Vo l.  III.  C  c  rax i 
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rax ,  and  found  the  firft  rib,  (reckoning  from 
above)  fradtured  near  it’s  middle,  and  the 
pleura  there  a  little  lacerated.  We  then 
turned  to  the  lungs,  expecting  to  find  them 
wounded  oppofite  to  the  fradtured  rib ;  but, 
to  our  furprife,  no  wound  was  difcovered  in 
that  part.  We  then  looked  over  the  furface 
of  the  lungs  and  could  fee  no  wound ;  but 
obferved,  on  the  concave  under  part  of  the 
lungs,  where  they  are  applied  to  the  dia¬ 
phragm,  two  or  three  extravafations  of  blood, 
and  as  many  more  of  air,  which  had  raifed 
the  membranous  coat  of  the  lungs  into  vefi- 
cations  about  the  fize  of  one’s  nail.  Next 
we  blew  into  the  lungs  and  found,  that  the 
air  efcaped  readily ;  and  upon  examining 
their  furface  once  more,  whilft  the  air  was 
getting  out,  we  difcovered  a  laceration 
among  the  vefications  juft  defcribed,  that 
is,  on  the  middle  of  that  furface  of  the 
lungs,  which  lies  upon  the  diaphragm  • 
this  wound  therefore  was  not  only  at  a 
confiderable  diftance  from  the  fradtured  rib, 
but  remote  from  the  other  ribs  alfo.  Thefe 
fails  were  fhewn  to  feveral  gentlemen  then 
prefent,  and  feemed  to  prove  what  I  had 
fuppofed. 


Now 
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Now,  from  confidering  what  the  effe&s 
of  a  wound  of  the  lungs  muft  be  $  from 
attending  to  the  fymptoms  of  the  emphy- 
fema ;  and  from  our  having  adually  found 
air  in  the  cavity  of  the  cheft,  may  we  not 
conclude,  that  air  is  fometimes  in  emphyfe - 
matous  cafes  fo  confined  in  that  cavity,  as 
to  comprefs  the  lungs,  difturb  their  functi¬ 
ons,  and  even  to  be  the  caufe  of  death  ? 

And,  as  the  paracentejis  thoracis  has 
been  frequently  performed  with  fuccefs 
for  water,  and  for  pus  in  the  cavity  of  the 
thorax ,  in  both  which  cafes  the  parts 
contained  are  generally  much  difeafed,  may 
we  not  propofe  the  fame  remedy  for  air ; 
and  the  rather,  as  we  know  that  this  fluid 
can  be  collected  there  without  any  previ¬ 
ous  diforder  of  the  lungs,  and  confequent- 
ly  that  the  operation  will  be  attended  with 
a  greater  probability  of  fuccefs  ?  We  (hall 
be  confirmed  in  this  opinion,  when  we 
confider,  that  wounds  penetrating  the 
cheft,  without  doing  much  injury  to  the 
lungs,  are  far  from  being  mortal  $  info- 
much  that  many  inftances  of  cures  of  fuch 
wounds  have  been  obferved  within  our  me- 

C  c  z  mory. 
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morv  ;  not  to  mention  the  numerous  cafes 
of  this  kind  related  by  authors. 

In  wounds  of  the  lungs,  therefore, 
whether  occafioned  by  fractured  ribs,  or 
other  caufes,  when  fymptoms  of  tightnefs 
and  fuffocation  come  on,  fo  far  fhould  we 
be  from  dreading  the  emphyfematous  fwel- 
ling  of  the  cellular  membrane,  that  we 
fhould  rather  confider  it  as  a  favourable 
fymptom,  fhewing  that  the  air  is  not 
likely  to  be  confined  in  the  thorax  ;  and  fo 
far  fhould  we  be  from  comprefling  the 
wound,  to  prevent  the  inflation  or  emphy - 
fema>  that  we  (hould  rather  dilate  it  (if  not 
large  enough  already)  or  perform  the  para - 
centefis  thoracis :  and  we  may  judge  of  the 
neceffity  of  this  operation  from  the  violence 
of  the  fymptoms  enumerated  above,  fuch 
as  the  oppreffed  breathing,  &c.  *  For 

when 

'*  It  may  not  perhaps  be  improper  to  mention  here, 
that  we  are  not  in  every  penetrating  wound  of  the  cheft 
to  fuppofe  that  the  lungs  are  wounded,  even  though  we 
fee  that  the  air  rufhes  in  and  out  by  the  wound.  This 
I  thought  proper  to  obferve,  becaufe  fame,  to  whom 
this  paper  was  communicated,  obje&ed,  that  they  had 
feen  patients,  in  whom  the  air  came  out  of  the  cheft, 

in 
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when  thefe  fymptoms  are  not  considerable, 
and  the  air  gets  out  of  the  cheft  with  {ef¬ 
ficient  freedom,  the  operation  then  becomes 
unneceffary ;  of  this  the  cafe  in  the  Medi¬ 
cal  Obfervations  is  an  evidence ;  for  there  the 
inflation  proceeded  rapidly,  and  lefs  air  was 
retained  in  the  cheft  ;  fo  that  all  that  was 
neceflary  to  be  done,  was  to  let  it  out  of 
the  cellular  membrane  bv  fcarifications, 
which  accordingly  were  fuccefsfully  made. 

Perhaps  it  may  be  inquired  here,  how 
the  lafeerated  air-veflcles,  which  once  let  out 
the  air,  fhould  ever  clofe  ?  To  this  I  fhould 
anfwer,  that  probably  the  inflammation 
fubfequent  to  the  wound  of  the  lungs  clofes, 
or  unites  the  divided  air-veficles  and  fmall 
branches  of  the  bronchia ,  in  fuch  a  man¬ 
ner  as  to  prevent  their  tranfmitting  air  $ 

in  expiration,  fo  as  to  blow  off  the  dreffings,  yet  on 
compreffing  the  wound,  no  difficulty  of  refpiration 
followed,  But,  here  it  is  probable  that  the  lungs 
were  not  hurt,  and  that  the  air,  which  had  been 
thrown  out  by  the  wound  of  the  thorax  in  expiration, 
had  entered  by  it  in  infpiration:  an  appearance  which 
will  be  eafily  explained  by  thofe  who  are  acquainted 
with  the  ftrufture  and  fundlions  of  the  thorax. 

C  c  3  much 
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much  in  the  fame  way  as  the  wounds 
made  in  the  cellular  membrane  by  fcarifi- 
cations,  in  anafarcous  cafes,  are  clofed ;  or 
as  thofe  made  in  Dr.  Hunter’s  and  Mr, 
Chefton’s  cafes  of  the  emphyfema  feem  to 
have  been  *.  And  this  appears  "more  evi¬ 
dent  from  obferving,  that  in  Dr.  Hunter’s 
cafe,  the  air  appears  not  to  have  got  into 
the  cellular  membrane  (or  out  of  the  wound 
of  the  lungs)  after  the  fecond  day,  by 
which  time  it  fhould  feem  that  the  wound 
of  the  lungs  was  fufficiently  inflamed,  to 
produce  the  efFed  above  mentioned. 

Is  it  not  like  wife  probable,  from  the 
fame  principles,  that  the  penetrating  wound 
of  the  cheft,  occafioned  by  the  fradured 
rib,  though  at  firfl:  large  enough,  may  in 
fome  cafes  be  fo  clofed  by  the  iubfequent 
inflammation  as  to  prevent  the  air  getting 
from  the  thorax  into  the  cellular  mem¬ 
brane  ?  And  is  not  this  conjedare  ftrength- 
ened  by  obferving,  that  in  Mr.  Cheflpn’s 

/ 

'*  The  clofing  of  the  fcarifkations,  in  Mr.  Chef- 
ton’s  cafe,  prevented  the  air  from  getting  entirely  out 
of  the  cellular  membrane,  and  he  was  therefore  obli¬ 
ged  to  repeat  that  operation  to  empty  it  completely. 

cafe* 
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tafe,  the  air,  on  the  fourth  day,  no  longer 
got  into  the  cellular  membrane,  and  that 
fbon  after  the  patient  died. 

It  has  been  obferved,  that,  in  gun-ftiot 
wounds  where  the  ball  has  paffed  through 
the  lungs,  and  in  other  large  penetrating 
wounds  of  the  cheft,  the  patient  has 
breathed  moil;  eafily  when  the  external 
wound  has  been  covered,  and  has  hardly 
been  able  to  breathe  when  it  was  opened. 
In  thefe  circumftances  the  difficulty  of  breath¬ 
ing  feems  to  be  owing  to  the  air  getting  into 
the  cavity  of  the  thorax  in  infpiration,  in- 
ftead  of  entering  the  lungs  by  the  trachea . 
fo  that  the  lungs  are  not  diftended  by  the 
expanfion  of  the  cheft :  and  the  patient, 
whilft  fuch  a  wound  is  uncovered,  is  depriv¬ 
ed  of  the  ufe  of  the  lobes  of  that  fide,  either 
partially,  or  intirely,  according  as  the 
wound  of  the  thorax  bears  a  lefs  or  greater 
proportion  to  the  branch  of  the  trachea 
of  that  fide  in  which  the  wound  is. 
Moreover,  as  the  difficulty  of  breathing 
in  thefe  cafes  is  not  confiderable,  whilft 
the  external  wound  is  covered,  is  it  not 
probable  that  the  divided  air-vificies  in 

C  c  4  moil 
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moft  of  thefe  deep  wounds  are  clofed,  ei¬ 
ther  by  blood  coagulated  in  the  wound  or 
extravafated  into  the  neighbouring  cells  ; 
by  which  means  the  air  is  not  tranfmitted 
through  them,  as  through  the  iuperficiai 
abrafions  :  this  feems  probable  from  what 
was  obferved  in  Experiments  I.  and  II. 

The  cafe  of  the  perfon,  whofe  body  I 
opened,  likewife  {hews,  that  the  lungs 
may  be  lacerated,  and  air  let  loofe,  with¬ 
out  any  wound  penetrating  the  cavity  of 
the  thorax  $  for  in  that  inftance  the  lacera¬ 
tion  was  at  a  diftance  from  the  ribs,  and 
was  produced  by  the  violence  of  the  con- 
cuffion  only.  It  therefore  intimates  the 
neceffity  of  the  operation  even  in  fotne  ca¬ 
fes  where  there  is  no  emphyjema  though  it 
muft  be  acknowledged  it  will  not  be  eafy 
to  diftinguifh  them. 

As  vomica  and  ulcerations  of  the  furface 
of  the  lungs  are  attended  with  erolion  and 
deftrudtion  of  the  air~veficles,  it  may  at  firffc 
fight  fee m  probable,  that  they  may  alfo 
be  attended  with  a  difcharge  of  air  into 
the  cavity  of  the  thorax  ;  but  the  probabi¬ 
lity  will  be  much  leffened,  when  we  conli- 

der. 


Medical  Obfer'oations  and  Inquiries ,  3  g  3 

der,  that  the  inflammation  which  precedes 
the  formation  of  pus ,  is  likely  to  do  here 
what  it  does  in  the  cellular  membrane  ; 
that  is,  to  condenfe  the  adjacent  veficles  and 
to  make  the  tides  of  the  vomica,  or  ulcer? 
adhere  to  the  in  fide  of  the  parietes  of  the 
thorax ,  thereby  limiting  the  extent  of 
what  may  be  contained  in  their  cavities. 
Without  this,  it  is  probable  air  might  be 
let  loofe  into  the  cavity  of  the  thorax,  and 
might  produce  the  fymp'oms  above  afcri^ 
bed  to  it.  For  it  is  not  uncommon  to  fee 
even  pretty  large  branches  of  the  trachea 
eroded  by  matter,  b\  which  the  air  gets 
into  the  vomica,  or  ulcus ;  of  this  my  in¬ 
gen  iosas  triend  Dr.  Stark  lately  (hewed 
me  an  inftance.  Whether  air  has  ever 
thus  been  let  loofe  into  the  cavity  of  the 
thoraxy  fo  as  to  fuffocate  the  patient,  I 
cannot  take  upon  me  to  determine  But 

abceffes 

*  I  am  inclined  to  believe,  from  a  paflage  which  J 
find  in  Riolan,  that  the  operation  has  been  fometimes 
fuccefsful  in  fuch  cafes,  by  difcharging  a  quantity  of 
air,  when  the  cafe  was  mifunderftood,  and  the  op- 
preffion,  though  actually  caufed  by  air,  was  fuppofed 
%o  arife  from  water  of  pus.  The  paflage  is  thus  : 

66  Interdum 
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abceflfes  of  the  lungs  with  adhefion  to  the 
farietes  of  the  thorax  have  been  known  to 
be  attended  with  the  emphyfema%  of  this 

» 

«  Xnterdum  flatus  tam  violenter  diftendit  pulmones 
«  ut  praefocationem  adferat,  ni  fuccurratur  aperto  tho- 
«  race  per  ipfam  paracentefim.  quod  faepius  factitatum 
Pariftis ,  magno  aegrorum  emolumento,  &  thoracis 
«  levatione  \  etiamfi  aquae  nullae  effluxerint,  fed  flatus 
cum  violenda  difplofus.,}  Vid  Riolan .  Encheirid. 
Lib.  III.  cap.  2. 

From  this  I  fhould  prefume,  that  air  has  been  col¬ 
lected  in  the  thorax  without  any  external  injury,  fo  as 
to  occafion  fymptoms  of  fuffbcation  ;  but,  as  Riolan 
makes  no  mention  of  any  other  fymptom,  I  cannot 
take  upon  me  to  determine,  whether  that  air  had  efca- 
ped  from  the  air-veficles,  or  had  been  let  loofe  from 
matter  putrefying  in  the  thorax ,  of  which  I  have  feen 
an  inftance.  Riolan  indeed  feemsto  have  been  miftaken 
In  the  feat  of  the  difeafe,  when  he  fays ^flatus  tam  vio - 
lentia  diftendit  pulmones ,  which  is  inconflftent  with  the* 
lafl:  expreflion  in  the  paragraph,  viz  .fed flatus  cum  vio- 
lenter  clifplofus ,  which  fhews  it  to  have  been  in  the  ca¬ 
vity  of  the  thorax.  And,  as  he  mentions  no  fymptom 
of  air  being  collected  there,  it  is  probable  that  the 
operation  had  been  done  for  water  or  for  matter,  and 
that  air  had  unexpectedly  rufhed  out. 

To  this  paflage  in  Riolan  I  was  referred  by  Bonetus^ 
in  his  Sepu!cbretum>  L.  II,  Sect.  I,  Ob.  54.  Tom.  I* 
p.  506. 
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Palfyn  mentions  an  inftance  Jf ,  and  Dr* 
Hunter  met  with  a  cafe  of  the  fame  kind. 
In  thefe  cafes  the  matter  of  the  abcefs  had 
probably  eroded  the  pleura  and  intercoftal 
mufcles,  and  the  air,  which  got  from  the 
trachea  into  the  abcels,  had  efcaped  through 
the  erofions  into  the  cellular  membrane 
and  had  inflated  it. 

Although  the  operation  of  the  paracen - 
tejis  thoracis  is  advifeable  in  moft  cafes 
where  air  is  contained  in  the  cavity  of  the 
cheft  ;  yet  fome  may  be  fo  complicated 
with  other  injuries,  that  the  operation, 
though  in  itlelf  proper,  may  yet  be  unfuc- 
cefsful.  But  this  remark  may  be  unnecefi* 
fary  here,  as  the  fame  may  be  made  of 
every  chirurgical  operation  ;  and  as  men 
of  experience  will  be  cautious  how  they 
attribute  to  the  remedy,  that  want  of  fuc- 
cefs  which  may  be  owing  to  another  caufe. 

When  the  operation  becomes  neceflary, 
the  beft  place  for  performing  it,  if  the 
difeafe  is  on  the  right  fide,  will  be  on  the 
fore  part  of  the  cheft,  between  the  fifth 

f  Anatotnie  Chirurgicale,  />.  II.  c.  xx. 


and 


396  Medical  Obfervations  and  Inquiries . 

and  fixth  ribs;  for  there  the  integuments 
are  thin,  and,  in  the  cafe  of  air,  no  depend¬ 
ing  drain  is  required.  But,  if  the  difeafe 
is  on  the  left  fide,  it  will  be  more  advife- 
able  to  make  the  opening  between  the  fe- 
venth  and  eighth,  or  eighth  and  ninth  ribs, 
that  we  may  be  fare  of  avoiding  the  pericar¬ 
dium u  With  regard  to  the  fize  of  the  wound, 
it  may  be  proper  to  obferve,  that,  as  large 
penetrating  wounds  of  the  cheft  are  incon¬ 
venient  on  account  of  the  air’s  entering  by 
the  aperture  in  fuch  a  quantity  as  to  prevent 
the  expanlion  of  the  lungs,  a  fmall  wound 
will  therefore  be  eligible,  and  elpecially 
as  the  fluid  requires  not  a  large  vent  for  it’s 
difcharge.  Laftly,  as  to  the  manner  of 
performing  the  operation,  I  Ihould  think  it 
more  advifeable  to  do  it  with  a  knife,  by 
a  cautious  difleclion,  than  by  the  more 
coarfe  and  hazardous  method,  the  thrulh* 
ing  in  a  trocar. 
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XXXVI.  A  Cafe  of  an  almoft  univerfal 
Emphyfema  in  a  Letter  from  Dr.  Alex¬ 
ander  Ruffell  to  Dr.  William  Hunter. 

London ,  January  26,  176 1. 

Dear  Sir , 

^  ^  following  cafe  of  almoft  an 
jL  univerfal  emphyfema  will,  I  doubt 
not,  give  you  pleafure,  as  it  is  a  ftriking 
inftance  of  the  good  effedls  of  the  punc¬ 
ture,  in  a  patient  who,  I  am  perfuaded, 
could  have  otherwife  lived  but  a  few  hours. 

I  remam 

Dear  Dotlor, 

Tour  moft  Obedient 

Humble  Servant , 

Alexander  Russell. 

Robert  Haynes,  aged  about  fixty,  was 

admitted  into  the  Cutting  ward  in  St.  Tho- 

,  *  /■ 

*  1  , 

*  This  cafe  was  intended  for  the  fecond  volume, 
feut  was  miflaid  and  not  recovered  till  lately. 
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mas's  hofpital  July  the  3d,  1760,  for  a 

fradured  Jternum ,  clavicle,  and  arm ;  and 
the  proper  care  was  taken  of  him. 

Having  paffed  the  night  extremely  ill 
from  a  fever  and  dyfpncea  I  faw  him  with 
Mr.  Smith,  the  furgeon,  in  the  morning. 

We  then  found  him  almoft  fuffocated : 
his  head  and  face  were  fwelled  to  an  enor¬ 
mous  fine,  the  whole  trunk  of  his  body 
greatly  puffed  up,  and  the  jcrotum  as  large 
as  a  child  s  head.  The  arms,  though  not 
much  increafed  in  fize,  yet  upon  prefiure 
felt  as  the  others,  like  unto  blown-up 
meat.  The  lower  extremities  were  quite 
flee. 

The  fcrotum  was  pimdured,  and  a 
fniall  indfioii  made  on  the  moft  prominent 
part  of  the  thorax ,  from  both  which  a  large 
quantity  of  air  was  difcharged,  the  fize 
of  the  parts  reduced,  and  his  breathing 
inftantly  much  relieved.  He  was  after¬ 
wards  treated  in  the  ufual  manner  and 
without  the  return  of  any  bad  fymptoms 
recovered,  and  was  difcharged  from  the 
hofpital  quite  well,  on  the  fourth  of  Sep-* 
tember  following. 


1 


Medical  Obferwtiom  and  Inquiries .  399 

As  an  eryjipelas  was  then  epidemic  in 
the  hofpital,  which  was  very  apt  to  affedt 
fuch  parts  as  had  been  wounded,  no  more 
pundhires  were  thought  advifeable  than 
what  were  abfolutely  neceffary  j  the  fwel- 
ling  of  the  head  and  face  was  [therefore 
left  to  nature.  He  continued  blind  from 
it  for  about  five  or  fix  days,  and  in  about 
as  many  more  it  was  intirely  gone. 


eWa 
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XXXVII.  Obfervatlons on  the  life  of 
Hemlock.  By  John  Fothergill,  M.  D . 

SOON'  after  Dr,  Storck’s  account  of 
the  cicuta  was  publiffied,  I  had  feve- 
ral  opportunities  of  trying  it  in  the  difor- 
ders  for  which  it  was  fo  ftrongly  recom¬ 
mended  5  but  with  many  others  of  the 
faculty,  I  had  too  great  .caufe  to  lament  that 
a  fpecific  remedy  for  cancerous  complaints, 
was  hill  undifcovered. 

Neverthelefs  it  appeared  to  be  a  medicine 
of  great  efficacy  *,  and  though  it  by  no  means 
anfwered  my  wifhes  in  the  cure  of  cancers 
and  cancerous  tumors,  yet  it  feemed  dill 
worthy  of  farther  trials,  has  proved  bene¬ 
ficial  in  various  obdinate  complaints,  and 
though  I  cannot  produce  one  in  dance  of 
a  cancer  cured  by  the  cicuta ,  yet  I  can 
recoiled:  feveral  in  which  the  pains  have 
been  mitigated  for  a  time,  the  progrefs 
checked,  and  the  difcharge  changed  for  the 
better  in  refped:  both  to  colour,  fmell,  and 
confidence. 


The 
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The  following  cafe  may  perhaps  deferve  . 
a  place  here,  as  one  proof  of  thefe  effects : 

A  gentleman,  from  one  of  our  South 
American  colonies,  middle-aged,  healthy, 
temperate,  and  aCtive,  had  a  wart-like 
fubftance  grew  up  on  one  fide  of  his 
nofe,  not  far  from  the  inner  canthus  and 
as  I  remember  from  an  accidental  injury. 
It  gave  him  no  pain,  neverthelefs  he  fre¬ 
quently  endeavoured  to  pluck  it  off ;  by 
which  it  grew  fore  and  uneafy.  A  practi¬ 
tioner  there,  promifing  him  a  certain  and 
fpeedy  cure,  applied  efcharotics ,  and  in- 
creafed  the  mifchief. 

Being  thus  difappointed  of  a  cure,  and 
the  difeafe  every  day  increafing,  he  came 
to  England  in  the  fiunmer  of  1763. 
The  ulcer  had,  by  this  time,  defiroyed 
the  teguments  almoft  round  the  orbit,  and 
eat  deep  into  the  upper  fide  of  the  focket. 
The  globe  of  the  eye  remained,  but  whol¬ 
ly  ufelefs  in  refpecl  to  vifion,  and  almoil 
without  motion,  the  mufcles  being  deftroy_ 
ed.  The  pains  were  acute  both  in  the 
globe  itfelf,  and  parts  furrounding,  which 
were  exquifitely  tender,  and  the  ichorous 
Vol.  III.  D  d  difcharw- 
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difcharge  was  extremely  foetid.  He  had  long 
been  under  the  neceffity  of  taking  large  dofes 
of  laudanum  to  procure  fome  remiffion  from 
pain  during  the  nights. 

Under  thefe  circumdances  the  hemlock 
was  recommended  to  him.  He  took  at 
firft  twenty  grains  a  day,  eight  at  noon, 
and  twelve  at  night.  This  in  a  few  days 
leflened  his  pain^  and  the  quantity  of  lau¬ 
danum  was  reduced  in  proportion.  At 
length  it  was  wholly  laid  afide,  the  hem¬ 
lock  mitigating  the  pain  intirely,  without 
producing  codivenefs,  third,  or  head-ach. 
The  dofe  of  hemlock  was  gradually  increa- 
fed  to  feventy  grains  a  day  :  if  he  proceed¬ 
ed  farther,  it  either  made  him  fickilh,  or 
created  a  lingular  kind  of  head-ach  and 
giddinefs.  Sometimes  he  grew  weary  of 
taking  it,  and  omitted  it  for  feveral  days, 
and  returned  to  it  agaih  as  his  pain  or 
other  circumdances  required.  He  is  dill 
living,  and  dill  continues  to  make  ufe  of 
the  hemlock ,  and,  though  the  ulcer  yet 
fpreads,  and  mod  probably  will  do,  whilfl; 
he  lives,  yet  it’s  progrefs  has  been  remark¬ 
ably  flow,  compared  with  its  advances 

before 
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before  the  ufe  of  this  medicine *  it’s  afpedt 
is  more  kindly,  the  difcharge  of  a  better 
coniiftence,  and  the  flench,  while  he  takes 
the  medicine,  is  fo  much  diminifhed  that 
thofe  who  have  occafion  to  be  near  him, 
can  eafily  diftinguifh  when  he  is  taking  the 
hemlock . 

Various  attempts  were  made  with  the 
cicuta  externally*  in  infufions,  decodtions, 
and  folutions  of  the  extradl  in  different  li- 
quids  and  different  proportions*  but  they 
all  gave  more  or  kfs  pain,  and  left  an 
uneafy  ftiffnefs  round  the  edges  of  the  fore. 

In  a  cancerous  affedtion  of  the  tongue^ 
the  extradl  of  hemlock  procured  great  re¬ 
lief,  it  abated  the  flench  and  eafed  the 
pain :  but  the  relief  was  only  temporary, 
and  at  length  it  failed  in  affording  any  eafe, 
or  retarding  the  progrefs  of  the  fatal  difc 
order. 

It  is  not  very  uncommon  to  perceive,  in 
thefe  dreadful  evils,  fome  abatement  of 
the  fymptoms  foon  after  taking  the  cicutay 
but  the  effedts  are  too  feldom  lafting. 

I  have  given  it  repeatedly  in  tumors  ap¬ 
parently  of  a  cancerous  tendency  *  it  has 

D  d  a  feldom 
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feldom  fucceeded  to  my  wifhes,  :'n  large  ones 
efpecially  ;  in  fmall  incipient  hardneffes  in 
the  bread:,  and  other  parts,  I  think  it  has 

been  of  ufe. 

But  the  trials  I  have  made  of  the  medi¬ 
cine  have  not  been  confined  to  this  clafs  of 

diforders.  In  fcrophulous  didempers,  I  think 
it  has  been  much  more  beneficial  than  in  the 
preceding  j  the  firft  cafe  in  which  it  was  gi¬ 
ven,  turned  out  fo  favourably,  as  to  induce 
me  to  think  of  it  with  fome  partiality  5 
and  to  ufe  it  freely,  though  I  own  not  al¬ 
ways  with  equal  fuccefs.  When  the  cL 
cuta  was  introduced  into  public  notice  by 
Dr.  Siorck,  the  following  cafe  was  under 
my  care,  viz. 

A  young  gentlewoman  of  a  thin  ha¬ 
bit,  pale  complexion,  about  twenty-eight 
years  of  age,  had  been  afHidted  at  times, 
from  her  infancy,  with  fcrophulous  com¬ 
plaints  :  fevere  ophthalmies ,  glandular  dwel¬ 
lings,  and  other  concomitants  of  this  dif- 
eafe. 

To  remove  thefe,  no  endeavours  had 
been  wanting,  the  ableft  ©f  the  faculty  had 
fucceffively  been  confulted,  and  many  fa¬ 
med 
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med  empirical  medicines  had  like  wife 
been  made  life  of.  She  had  taken,  under 
my  dire&ions,  a  decoftion  of  farfaparilla , 
the  bark,  mild  mercurials,  fea- water,  and 
other  efficacious  medicines,  but  without 
benefit. 

When  a  trial  of  the  cicuta  was  thought 
of,  fhe  laboured  under  the  acute  ft  ofhthalmy 
fhe  had  ever  endured  ;  her  pulfe  fmall  and 
feeble,  her  reft  and  appetite  diminifhed, 
the  menjes  in  fmall  quantities  and  pale, 
and  every  fecretion  irregular.  The  glands 
on  each  fide  the  neck  down  to  the  clavi¬ 
cles  were  fwelled  and  hard,  on  one  fide  par¬ 
ticularly.  And  fuch  was  her  extreme  fen- 
fibiiity  of  light,  that  fhe  fat '  conftantly  on, 
her  bed  within  thick  fluff  curtains,  and 
the  light  was  excluded  with  the  utmoft 
care  ;  the  opening  of  her  chamber-door 
gave  her  much  pain. 

Such  was  her  fituation  when  we  began 
the  hemlock  ;  it  was  in  the  infancy  of  it’s 
ufe,  and  the  dofes  at  fir  ft  were  fmall. 
Some  weeks  had  efcaped  before  we  got  up 
to  twenty  grains  a  day.  But  the  extract 
we  ufed  was  good,  and,  fmall  as  the  dofes 

D  d  3 
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Were,  >  fo  much  benefit  was  foon  perceiv¬ 
ed  as  encouraged  a  fteady  perfeverance  and 
an  augmentation  of  the  dofe.  The  oph* 
tbalmy  quite  went  off,  the  fwelling  of  the 
targefi  glands  was  confiderably  reduced, 
lhat  of  the  fmaller  difperfed,  a  better  ftate 
of  health  returned,  than  fhe  had  known, 
for  any  length  of  time  together,  and  has 
continued  fo  ever  fince.  She  perfifled  in 
the  ufe  of  the  extract  conftantly  for  more 
than  a  year,  and  without  perceiving  then  or 
fince  any  ill  effeds  from  it,  in  any  refped. 

I  have  fince  given  it  in  many  other  fcro- 
phulous  cafes,  and  frequently  with  ad¬ 
vantage,  to  adults*  efpecially  $  and  indeed 
it  is  to  them  that  I  have  for  the  molf  part 
prefcribed  it,  as  children  feldom  can  take 
any  quantity  of  pills,  and  in  any  other 
form  it  is  difguflful,  if  long  continued.  If 
the  extract  in  any  refped  difagrees,  it  is 
more  difficult  to  learn  this  from  children 
than  adults ;  and,  when  given  to  children 
even  in  very  fmall  dofes,  I  think  it  has 
produced  flight  fpafmodic  affedions.  For 
thefe  reafons,  I  feldom  ufe  it  in  very  young 
fubjeds,  or  in  others  of  extremely  irritable 
habits.  At 
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At  the  fame  time  that  the  cicuta  was  ad- 
miniftered  in  the  cafe  above-mentioned,  I 
made  trial  of  it  in  the  following  : 

A  perfon  of  a  thin  and  rather  delicate 
habit,  naturally  healthy,  about  the  thirtieth 
year  of  her  age,  began  to  have  numerous 
red  pimples  break  oat  about  her  mouth, 
nofe,  and  cheeks,  with  frequent  and  vio¬ 
lent  head-achs.  The  menfes  became  too 
copious,  a  flour  albus  conftaptly  followed  • 
fhe  grew  coftive,  loft  her  appetite  and 
ftrength ;  obvious  indications  of  acrimo¬ 
nious  juices,  and  relaxed  folids  ;  the  con- 
fequences  of  much  anxiety,  labour  and  folir 
citude. 

Her  face  grew  daily  worfe,  the  pimples 
Jncreafing  in  number,  magnitude,  and  hard- 
nefs  •>  forming  fmali  tumors  that  fometimes 
fuppurated,  but  always  llowly  and  with 
great  pain ;  now  and  then  fome  of  the 
largeft  affirmed  a  livid  hue,  and  continued 
Ipng  in  that  condition , 

The  utmoft  care  was  taken  in  refpect  tp 
diet,  both  as  to  quantity  and  kind ;  fhe  was 
extremely  temperate  in  refpedt  to  liquors 
of  any  fort ;  and,  if  any  errors  were  com- 

D  d  4  mined 
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mitted,  they  arofe  from  too  much  exercife  in 
her  family,  and  too  conftant  folicitude. 

To  defcrihe  all  the  attempts  that  were 
made  in  order  to  mitigate  thefe  complaints, 
with  their  various  fuccefs,  would  be  ufe- 
lefs  as  they  were  ineffectual :  it  may  fuffice 
to  obferve,  that  (he  followed  the  methods 
prefcribed  for  her,  with  unremitting  dili¬ 
gence^  but  without  the  defired  effeCt. 

She  was  attacked  with  a  tedious  depref- 
fed  fever  while  thefe  endeavours  were 
ufing,  which  left  the  hairy  fealp  of  her  head 
almoft  covered  with  fmall  fteatomatous  tu¬ 
mours,  from  the  bignefs  of  half  a  pea  to 
the  fize  of  half  a  large  walnut ;  the  ap¬ 
pearances  in  her  face  continuing  the  fame* 
both  in  refpeCt  to  number  as  well  as  pain* 
which,  in  frofty  weather,  was  almoft  in~ 
fupportable. 

Though  nothing  cancerous  could  be  fuf- 
pecfted  from  her  parents  or  her  natural 
conftitution,  yet  the  hard  livid  tubercles 
on  her  face,  yielding  to  no  method  hither¬ 
to  attempted,  created  fears  of  their  tend¬ 
ing  to  mifehief :  and  this  put  me  on  try¬ 
ing  the  hemlock .  She  took  it  at  firft  in 

fmall 
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fmall  dofes,  increafing  the  quantity  as  {he 
found  fhe  could  bear  it,  and  kept  to  it 
fteadily,  during  the  autumn,  winter,  and 
following  fpring. 

The  good  effedts  foon  became  vifible  In 
every  refpedt.  Her  face  grew  clearer  and 
better  than  it  had  been  for  fome  years,  the 
immoderate  difcharges  were  reduced  to  a 
reafonable  quantity ;  the  jleatomatous  tu¬ 
mors  on  her  head  were  much  leflened,  and 
fhe  enjoys  better  health,  by  the  ufe  of  this 
medicine  fingly,  than  {he  has  done  for  fe- 
veral  years.  When  fhe  finds  any  return 
of  her  former  complaints,  {lie  conftantly 
has  recourfe  to  the  extradt,  which  always 
gives  her  relief. 

Permit  me  to  mention  a  few  more  cafes, 
in  \vhich  I  have  ufed  this  medicine  with  ad¬ 
vantage. 

A  middle-aged  man,  healthy,  adlive, 
and  temperate,  was  attacked  with  a  pain 
in  one  cheek-bone,  about  the  antrum  High - 
morianum ,  and  for  which  he  could  affign  no 
caufe.  It  grew  to  be  fevere,  and  continual, 
but  was  fometimes  heightened  to  a  degree 
almoft  beyond  bearing.  Though  a  native  of 

England, 
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England,  his  refidence  was  then  in  one  of 
our  north  American  colonies.  He  appli¬ 
ed  to  many  very  able  practitioners  there, 
but  without  obtaining  more  than  a  tem¬ 
porary  mitigation,  by  opiates.  Mercurials, 
antimonials,  alteratives,  the  bark,  warm, 
cold,  and  fea  bathing  ;  drains  of  every  kind 
were  made  ufe  of,  but  to  no  purpofe.  Se¬ 
veral  teeth  were  drawn  and  an  opening 
made  into  the  antrum ,  but  fruitlefly.  The 
pain  fometimes  was  abated,,  bat  it  never 
wholly  went  off ;  it's  returns  were  frequent, 
feveral  times  in  an  hour,  and  excruciating  ; 
fo  as  to  produce  fpafmodic  contractions  of 
every  mufcle  about  the  face  and  neck,  and 
even  affecting  the  whole  body. 

Under  thefe  circumftances  he  arrived  from 
America,  and  brought  with  him  an  exact 
detail  of  the  progrefs  of  his  difeafe,  and  the 

means  made  ufe  of  for  his  relief. 

Until  I  could  have  leifure  to  confider  the 

cafe  attentively,  and  what  farther  might  be 
reafonably  propofed,  I  ordered  him  to  take 
the  extract  of  hemlock ,  beginning  with 
t\yenty  grains  a  day,  and  directed  him  how 
to  proceed  in  increafing  it. 


He 
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He  called  about  a  week  after  (the  time 
I  had  fixed)  when  I  obferved  his  counter 
nance  to  be  fomewhat  lefs  diflurbed,  and 
fie  owned  himfelf  rather  better.  He  was 
advifed  to  continue  in  the  fame  method> 
which  he  did  very  conftantly  during  the 
autumn  and  winter.  In  the  fpring,  as  he 
found  himfelf  much  better,  he  took  the 
medicine  lefs  regularly,  and  returned  to 
America  almoft  free  from  pain,  and  intire- 
ly  fo  from  any  of  thofe  fpafmodic  con- 
torfions,  which  accompanied  him  almoft 
inceffantly  at  his  arrival.  He  took  no 
other  medicine  during  the  whole  time. 

The  following  cafe  perhaps  may  likewife 
be  worth  reciting : 

A  healthy  fober  young  man  applied  to 
me  in  the  fpring  1766,  on  account  of  a 
pain  in  his  arm.  The  part  affedted  was 
from  about  the  middle  of  the  biceps ,  down 
the  infide  of  the  arm  to  the  wrift.  He 
knew  of  no  particular  accident  that  had 
brought  it  on,  except  taking  cold  5  it  was 
deemed  rheumatic,  and  he  had  endured  it 
a  confiderable  time  before  I  faw  him.  It 
was  neither  fwelled,  difcoloured,  or  fore  to 

I  the 
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the  touch  ;  and  alike  uneafy,  both  c|ay  and 

night.  \ 

It  was  treated  as  a  rheumatifm  ;  mercu¬ 
rial  alteratives,  decoftions  of  the  woods, 
the  bark  in  various  fhapes,  antimonials 
likewife  and  anodynes,  were  made  ufe  of ; 
but  without  gaining  any  confiderable  be¬ 
nefit.  He  then  took  the  extract  of  hemlock 
in  a  full  dofe  about  a  fortnight,  when  he 
found  the  pain  began  to  abate.  He  conti¬ 
nued  it  during  the  fummer  regularly,  got 
perfe&ly  well,  and  fo  remains. 

A  few  inftances  of  this  kind  naturally 
induce  one  to  apply  a  remedy  like  this, 
in  very  diffimilar  cafes.  , 

A  married  woman,  between  thirty  and 
forty,  a  long  time  infirm,  fubjedt  to 
coughs,  hedtic  heats,  and  a  train  of  com¬ 
plaints,  arifing  from  fmall  vomica' s  being  fre¬ 
quently  formed  in  the  lungs  and  difeharg- 
ed,  applied  to  me  foon  after  a  large  one  had 
broke.  She  had  then  a  copious  purulent 
bamoptoe,  incefiant  cough,  quick  final] 
pulfe,  night  fweats,  with  lofs  of  appetite^ 
and  lofs  of  ftrength.  Soft  demulcent  cool_ 
ing  pedorals  were  given,  with  anodynes 

frequently 
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frequently  in  finall  quantities,  but  to  no 
purpofe.  A  light  decodion  of  bark  with 
elixir  of  vitriol  and  anodynes  fucceeded  no 
better.  The'  extrad  of  hemlock  was  then 
ordered  to  be  taken  three  times  a  day,  and 
to  be  walhed  down  with  a  few  fpoonfuls  of 
tindure  of  rofes.  The  patient  was  order¬ 
ed  into  the  country,  and  I  faw  her  no  more, 
nor  heard  any  thing  of  her,  till  I  was  in¬ 
formed,  feveral  months  afterwards,  that, 
from  the  time  fhe  commenced  this  courfe, 
ftie  began  to  recover,  kept  in  town,  and 
grew  well, 

I  was  induced  to  make  trial  of  it  in  this 
cafe,  from  confidering  the  mod  ufual  ef- 
feds  of  hemlock .  It  is  anodyne,  correds 
acrimony,  and  promotes  the  formation  of 
good  matter. 

I  have  lince  made  ufe  of  it  in  various 
pulmonic  diforders,  though  but  feldom 
with  the  like  fuccefs.  .  Where  there  are 
fymptoms  of  tubercles  forming,  a  ftru- 
mous  habit,  and  a  tendency  to  phthijis 
from  thefe  caufes,  I  believe  it  will  often 
be  ierviceable.  But  to  defcribe  the  vari¬ 
ous  trials  I  have  made  and  the  various  fuc¬ 
cefs 
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cefs  would  lead  me  beyond  the  bounds 
of  an  eflay  fuitable  to  your  defign. 

There  are  feme  things  however  Which  I 
muft  beg  leave  to  mention  more  particu¬ 
larly,  as  they  feem  to  me  of  confequence 
in  the  ufe  of  the  cicutci . 

It  is  well  known  with  what  avidity  the 
public  embraced  the  expectations  given  by 
Dr.  Storck*  Every  body  made  the  extract, 
and  every  body  prefcribed  it.  We  foon 
found  it  would  not  perform  all  the  wonders 
afcribed  to  it,  and,  falling  into  the  oppofite 
extreme,  many  declared  it  would  do  no¬ 
thing,  and  difmiffed  it  with  difgrace. 

Much  of  the  extract,  hitherto  ufedy  has 
not,  I  believe,  been  made  with  due  atten¬ 
tion  to  the  feafon  when  the  plant  is  in  it's 
greateft  perfection.  So  foon  as  the  plant 
appeared  ftrong  and  fucculent,  it  was  com¬ 
monly  gathered  for  ufe*  But  I  know 
from  repeated  experiments,  that  the  ex¬ 
tract,  prepared  from  hemlock  before  the 
plant  arrives  at  maturity,  is  much  infe¬ 
rior  to  that  which  is  made  when  the  hem¬ 
lock  has  acquired  it's  full  vigour,  and  h 
rather  on  the  verge  of  decline  :  juft  when 

the 
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the  flowers  fade,  the  rudiments  of  the 
feeds  become  obfervable,  and  the  habit  of 
the  plant  inclines  to  yellow,  feems  the 
proper  time  to  colled  the  hemlock.  It 
has  [then  had  the  full  benefit  of  the 
fmmer  heat,  and  the  plants  that  grow  in 
expofed  places,  will  generally  be  found 
more  virofe  than  thofe  that  grow  in  the 
Ibade. 

In  refped  to  the  manner  of  preparing 
this  extrad,  it  may  be  neceffary  to  obferve, 
that  the  lefs  heat  it  undergoes  the  better. 
Therefore  if  a  confiderable  quantity  of 
the  dry  powder  of  the  plant,  gathered  at 
a  proper  feafon,  is  added,  the  lefs  boiling 

will  be  neceffary,  and  the  medicine  will 
be  the  more  efficacious. 

#  t  ,  «  h  f  4» 

But  let  the  extract  be  prepared  in  what 
manner  foever  it  may,  provided  it  is  made 
from  the  genuine  plant,  at  a  proper  feafon, 
and  is  not  deftroyed  by  boiling,  the  chief 
difference,  obfervable  in  ufing  it,  is  that  a 
larger  quantity  of  one  kind  is  required  to 
produce  a  certain  effect,  than  of  another. 

I  have  found  that  twenty  grains  of  one 
fort  of  extract  have  been  equal  in  point 

of 


41 6  Medical  Ohfervations  and  Inquiries % 

of  efficacy  to  thirty,  nay  near  forty  of  ano¬ 
ther,  yet  both  of  them  made  from  the 
genuine  plant,  and  mill  probably  prepared 

with  equal  fidelity. 

To  prevent  the  inconveniencies  arifing 
from  this  uncertainty,  it  feems  always 
expedient  to  begin  with  fmall  dofes,  and 
proceed;  ftep  by  ftep,  till  the  extract  pro¬ 
duces  certain  effects,  which  feldom  fail  to 
arife  from  a  full  dofe. 

Thefe  effedts  are  different  in  different 
conftitutions.  But,  for  the  moft  part,  a 
giddinefs  affedting  the  head,  and  motions 
of  the  eyes,  as  if  fomething  pufhed  them 
outwards,  are  firft  felt  :  a  flight  ficknefs, 
and  trembling  agitation  of  the  body  ;  a 
laxative  ftool  or  two.  One  or  all  thefe 
fymptoms  are  the  marks  of  a  full  dofe3 
let  the  quantity  in  weight  be  what  it  will. 
Here  we  muft  flop  till  none  of  thefe  effedts 
are  felt,  and,  in  three  or  fpur  days,  advance  ! 
a  few  grains  more.  For  the  general  expe-  ! 
rience  of  all  who  have  ufed  this  me¬ 
dicine  to  any  good  purpofe,  with  whom  ] 
I  have  any  acquaintance,  agree  that  the 
cicuta  feldom  procures  any  benefit,  though 
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given  for  a  long  time,  unlefs  in  ^’s  large 
a  dofe  as  the  patient  can  bear,  without 
fuffering  any  of  the  inconveniencies  above- 
mentioned. 

Patients  commonly  bear  a  greater  quanti¬ 
ty  of  the  extraCt  at  night,  than  at  noon  ;  and;, 
at  noon,  than  in  the  morning.  The  me¬ 
thod  I  commonly  follow  is  to  order  gijV 
to  be  divided  into  thirty  pills,  not  gilt. 
Adults  begin  with  two  in  the  morning,  two 
at  noon,  and  three  or  four  at  night,  with 
directions  to  increafe  each  dofe,  by  the 
addition  of  a  pill  to  each,  as  they  can  bear 
it. 

The  extradt  of  hemlock ,  given  in  this 
manner,  is  apparently  anodyne ;  it  pro¬ 
motes  reft,  and  eafes  pain.  It  feidom 
creates  thirft,  or  that  kind  of  morning 
head-ach,  which  fucceeds  an  opitate  of  any 
kind. 

It  feidom  occafions  coftivenefs,  but,  in 
moft  it  procures  a  laxative  ftool  the  day 
following. 

In  fome  habits  very  fmall  dofes  offend 
the  ftomach,  excite  fpafmodic  twitchings, 

Vol.  III.  E  e  heat 
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heat  and  third.  In  fuch  cafes  I  immedi¬ 
ately  forbid  it’s  ufe. 

From  the  certain  quality  it  poffeffes  of  al¬ 
tering  the  property  of  a  thin,  corrofive,  can¬ 
cerous  ichor,  and  changing  it  to  a  milder 
fluid,  I  have  been  induced  to  try  it  in  fa¬ 
mous  ulcers,  and  gleety,  painful  difcharges 
from  the  vagina y  and  often  with  fuccefs. 
Alfo  in  fixed  excruciating  pains,  probably 
arifing  from  acrimony,  not  diflimilar  to  that 
of  cancers. 

The  materia  medica  is  already  loaded  with 
a  number  of  very  inefficacious  fimples,  and  it 
would  give  me  extreme  concern  to  aflift 
in  adding  another  to  the  catalogue :  but, 
from  the  obfervations  I  have  had  an  op¬ 
portunity  of  making,  and,  from  the  con¬ 
current  opinion  of  feveral  of  my  medical 
acquaintance,  I  perfuade  myfelf,  that  the 
cicuta  will  be  an  ufeful  acquifition,  and 
will  affift  us  in  the  cure  of  many  difeafes, 
in  which  the  medicines  now  in  ufe  are 
inadequate  auxiliaries. 
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Explanation  of  the  fxth  Plate . 

TH  E  firft  five  plates  have  been 

plained  in  the  feveral  papers  of  th$ 
volume  which  they  illuftrate  :  but  this  plate 
was  left  unfinifhed  till  the  work  was  near- 
ly  compleated,  left  fome  little  figure  fhould 
be  wanted,  which  might  have  been  added 
here,  to  fave  the  expence  and  bulk  of  ano¬ 
ther  place.  For  that  reafon  this  explana¬ 
tion  was  not  printed  with  Mr.  Cleghorn’s 
papers,  to  which  this  fixth  plate  relates. 

;  FIG.  I. 

»  •  •  t  \  X  } 

The  goofe-quill  exadtly  delineated  from 
that  which  was  fwallowed.  See  No.  II, 
page  7. 

FIG.  II. 

The  whale-bone  infltrument,  in  minia¬ 
ture,  with  which  the  quill  was  extracted. 

F  I  G.  III. 

The  fame  inftrument  reprefented  as  if 
put  through  the  middle,  and  drawn  to  a 

E  &  2  fed# 


Explanation  of  the  fixth  Elate. 

fcale  one  third  lefs  than  the  real  inftru- 
ment,  that  it  might  come  within  the  bounds 
of  the  plate. 

F  I  G.  IV. 

Reprefents  the  arm  of  Chriftopher  Bra¬ 
dy,  with  an  anearyfmal  varix .  See  No. 
XIII.  page.  no. 

A  The  place  which  is  the  mod:  prominent, 
and  where  the  pulfation  is  ftrongeft,  and 
where  the  mark  of  the  punfture,  made 
by  the  lancet,  ftill  remains  vifible. 

B  B  B  Shew  how  far  the  enlargement  of 
the  veins  extends,  and  the  places  in  the 
feveral  veins,  where  the  peculiar  thrilling 
ceafes  to  be  perceptible. 
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INDEX. 

A. 

l^SfeSP^  I  R  confined  in  the  Thorax,  Paracen * 
A  ^  tefls  ptopofed  for  it,  — -  Page  372 
—  A  Paffage  from  Riolanus  on  that 

WRPlSubjeft,  B -  _  -  394 

- - elaftic,  probably  generated  in  the  arterial 

and  venous  Syftem  in  putrid  Fevers,  —  36 

- - the  Benefit  of  a  free  Admifiion  of  it  in 

the  Small  Pox,  - -  37,  288,  296,  308 

—  in  what  Cafes  it  may  be  pernicious,  42 

Alum,  Whey,  its  good  Effects,  -  279 

Anajlomofis  between  the  Vein  and  Artery  after 

VensefeCtion,  - —  — — -  11 1 

Anafarcous  Swellings  from  violent  Vomitings, 

- -  — - -  — — *  339>  340 

Aneuryfm  of  the  Aorta ,  an  Account  of  one,  57 

_ _ miftaken  by  an  ignorant  Practitioner 

for  a  Difiocation  of  the  Clavicle,  —  58 

- - —  in  the  Thigh  cured  by  the  Operation, 

_ _  _  — — .  106, 

Aneuryfms  in  the  Aorta  defcribed,  —  14 

_ not  always  formed  by  a  Rupture  of  the 

arterial  Coats,  —  * - -  2  5 

Aneuryfms, 
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Aneuryfms,  the  Difficulty  of  afcertaining  their 

!  Exiftenpe,  .■*  * -  — —  26 

•— —  from  external  Injuries,  not  fo  danger¬ 
ous  as  thofe  that  arife  fpontaneoufly,  —  27 

*  - — ,  Tumours,  formed  by  ruptured  Veins, 

miftaken  for  them,  — -  169, 

Aneuryfmal  Varix ,  the  Cafe  of  one,  110,  &c. 

— - - pretended  to  be  proved  repugnant 

to  Nature  by  an  eminent  Anatomift,  f  119 
— « — — — -  firft  difcovered  by  Dr.  Hunter,  no 
Antimonial  Medicine  recommended  in  the-Chin- 
Cough,  -  —  3*9 

•  - it’s  Advantages,  — — —  324 

- - how  to  preserve  it?s  Efficacy  —  ibid. 

Antrum  Highmorianum ,  a  violent  Pain  in,  reliev¬ 
ed  by  Hemlock,  41 1 

Appendicula  Vermiformis ,  cut  away  in  a  Her¬ 
nia^  »  ■■  —  ‘  -  •'  65 

Arm,  amputated  at  the  Articulation  of  the 
‘'Humerus  with  the  Scapula,  »  330 

Arteries  ruptured,  - - -  177 

V  1  B. 

Bag,  a  preternatural  one,  formed  in  the  Pha¬ 
rynx ,  - - — -  — - — -  90,  91 

Bark,  Peruvian,  it’s  Effefls  in  the  Hooping- 

Cough,  >  . . 281,  &c. 

Bayford  (Mr.)  his  Account  of  Aneuryfms  14 

the  Aorta, '  f  '  * — - -  - 1 4 

Billet  (Dr.)  his  Letter  on  a  Paralytic  Cafe,  2 66 
Bills  of  Mortality,  abfurdly  compiled,  - —  300 
Bite  of  a  Mad-Dog,  —  —  '356 

Blindnefs  in  confequence  of  the  canine  Mad- 
nefs,  •—  ' r  —  a—  *  3  69 

•  -• .  'v;;.  Blindnefs 
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Blindnefs  from  an  Emphyfema ,  — -  399 

Blifters,  their  Ufe  applied  to  the  Os  Sacrum  in 
Incontinency  of  Urine,  —  102,  138,  144 
— —  Inftances  of  their  Inefficacy  in  that  Dif- 

order,  -  -■■■■  -  --  103 

- - afford  no  Benefit  in  Cafes  where  the  Incon¬ 
tinence  of  Urine  arifes  from  hard  Labours, 

* -  - — - -  — —  104 

Boate  (Mr.)  his  Account  of  a  corrofive  Ulcer 

cured  by  the  Cicuta ,  - -  238 

Boerh  aave’s  Cafe  of  the  Marquis  de  Sj,  Au- 
ban ,  Paffages  from,  — 74,  75,  84 
Bone,  feveral  fmall  Pieces  of,  found  in  an  aneu- 

ryfmal  Sac,  - - -  63 

Boy,  in  the  Small-Pox,  unfortunately  loll 
through  the  officious  Care  of  a  Servant,  40 
Broc&lesey  (Dr.)  his  Cafe  of  a  Lady  in  a 

Diabetes ,  -  - -  274 

Burchall  (Mr.)  his  Account  of  an  Aneurylfn 
in  the  Thigh,  fuccefsfully  treated,  106, 

C. 


Caecum,  cut  away  in  a  Hernia,  — —  65 

Calcareous  Earthfound  inadiitemperedEye,  128 
Calculations  of  the  Numbers  that  die  annually 
by  the  Small- Pox,  —  —  302>  305 

Cancers,  the  Efiebts  of  Elemlock  in  their  Cure, 

-  -  - —  234,  239,  403  &c. 

Cancerous  Subftance  in  the  Eye,  — —  127 

Canine  Madnefs,  Oblervations  on,  356,  &c. 
Cantbaridies ,  their  Power  on  the  Urinary  Paffa- 
ges,  -  . —  *  ■  ■  ■  ■■■—  102,  139->  *44 

Cafes  of  Venereal  Nodes,  ■  -  *97’  &f% 

E  c  4  Caflorv, 
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Caftor  it’s  Effedts  in  the  Hooping-Cough, 


281, 

Cherry-Hone,  the  Swallowing  one,  conjedtured 
to  caufe  the  Formation  of  a  preternatural 

Bag  in  the  Pharynx.  . . ■ .  ■  ■  86,  91 

Cheston  (Mr.)  his  Defcription  of  an  Emphy- 

lematous  Cafe,  -  — —  376,  378 

Chin-Cough,  a  Letter  on  the  Cure  of  it  by 

Dr.  Fothergill, - -  319,  &c. 

Cicuta ,  the  Effects  of  it’s  Extradt  given  for  a 

caucerous  Eye,  - -  —  128,  129 

■  it's  Extract  net  a  new  Medicine,  229 
— — —  Gbfervations  on  the  Suceefs  of  it  in 

Ireland,  -  — —  ibid , 

-  -  -  further  Remarks  on  it’s  Ufe,  400,  &c. 

— — —  ought  not  to  be  rejedted,  -  232 

it’s  Extract  given  to  Advantage,  404, 

— - -  - - -  411,418 

it’s  Juice  given  with  Succefs,  —  231 

it’s  Effedts  in  fcrophulous  Tumours 

234 


in  Cancers, 


ibid.  2  36,  237,  23$ 

237 


— - —  in  Malignant  Ulcers, 

Clavicle  feparated  from  the  Sternum  by  an 

Aneuryfm,  - - - 57 

Cleghorn  (Dr.)  his  Account  of  a  Feather 

fwallowed  by  a  young  Lady, - 7 

- 10 


his  Method  of  extradting  it. 


—  his  Letters  to  Dr.  Hunter  on  an  Aneu¬ 
ryfm  al  Varix.  > -  no,  1 1 8 

- his  Account  of  a  cancerous  Tumour 

— -  235 

COOKESLEY 


cured  by  the  Cicuta , 
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Cookesley  (Mr.)  his  Defcription  of  a  Hernia 
in  the  Edinburgh  Medical  Effays  corre&ed, 

~ .  -  64 

Convulfions,  at  the  Beginning  of  Fevers  in  In¬ 
fants,  not  an  unfavourable  Symptom,  293 
*—• — —  cured  by  large  Dofes  of  Mufk,  186 
Convulfive  Coughs  cured  by  O pium9  —  233 

Comprefiion  of  Emphyfematous  Swellings  im¬ 
proper,  -  - -  388 

- - —  it’s  Utility  queftioned  in  Aneuryfmal 

Tumours,  - - —  ~  26 

Cornea ,  became  opake  in  one  who  died  of  ca¬ 
nine  Madnefs,  - —  -  367 

Cramp,  frequently  produces  Tumours  in  the 

Leg,  — - —  '  ‘  -  175 

Croker  (Mr.)  his  Cafe  of  a  fordid  Ulcer  cu¬ 
red  by  Hemlock,  — —  237 

Curious  Cafe,  in  the  Medical  Eifays  of  Edin¬ 
burgh,  continued,  -  ■ — 64 


D. 

Deglutition,  obftruded,  an  Account  of,  85 
Diabetes ,  an  obflinate  one  cured,  —  141,  142 

— - - Cafe  of  a  Lady  in  one,  - - -  274 

Diaphragm,  unufually  relaxed,  — -  1 6 

Dickson  (Dr.)  his  Letter  to  the  Medical  So¬ 
ciety  on  the  Ufe  of  Blifters,  - -  102 


- - -  his  Cafes  of  the  Bice  of  a  Mad-Dog, 

-  - -  - - 356,  (Sc. 

DifTedion  of  a  morbid  Uterus  and  Bladder, 

-  - -  —  -  3,  4 

—  -  «  of  a  Man  who  died  of  an  Aneuryfm, 

—  .  . -  ,  — —  1 '5,  16 

Diffedion 

2 


v 


of  another  who  died  from  an 
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Diffe<ftion  of  a  Woman  who  died  in  Labour,  51 
■1  of  a  Hernia ,  —  ■  ■  «  65,  66 

of  one  who  died  from  a  preternatural 
Fatnefs,  * - —  - - 

ob~ 
89 

*57 

of  one  who  died  Paralytic,  *—  164 

— ~  of  a  Tumour  formed  by  a  ruptured 
Vein,  - - -  - - -  171 — 175 

-  . —  of  another  who  died  of  a  Palfy,  269 

—  of  the  Abdomen  of  a  Woman,  that 


flru&ed  Deglutition, 
—  of  a  difeafed  Eye, 
of  the  Scrotum , 


contained  an  extra-nterine  Fcetus ,  —  350 

. . - —  of  a  Man  who  died  Emphyfematous, 

• - ■  -  - -  -  385 

Dover’s  Powder,  — — —  — -  209 

Dropfy,  accompanied  with  an  Aneuryfm,  15 

E. 

Edinburgh  Medical  Eflays,  Cafe  in  them  con¬ 
tinued,  «  —  »  . —  64 

Else  (Mr.)  his  Paper  on  Tumours  formed  by 

ruptured  Veins, - 169 

Emphyfema ,  an  Account  of  one  over  moft  Parts 

of  the  Body,  —  . .  28 

— —  a  remarkable  one  from  an  internal 

Caufe,  - —  - - -  34 

Remarks  on  it,  and  on  Wounds  of  the 

Lungs,  — •  -  #  37 2 

- - -  generally  arifes  from  afra&uredRib,  3.7.3 

-  how  caufed,  ■  ■  —  ibid* 

Experiments  relating  to,  — -  3?P 

Emphyfema , 
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Emphyfema,  an  Account  of  one  almoft  univer¬ 
sal*  -  —  397 

Emphyfematous  Tumours  attended  the  late 
Difeafe  among  the  Horned  Cattle,  36 

- - Cafes,  _  — —  375 — 3^5 

Epifpaftics ,  their  Efficacy  in  Incontinency  of 
Urine,  —  — —  102,  138,  144 

Exoftofis ,  on  the  Humerus ,  - -  200 

Experiments  on  Quadrupeds  to  produce  an 
Emphyfema ,  — — -  380,  &c. 

Extra-uterine -Foetus,  an  Account  of  one,  44 

- - *  of  another,  «r — —  —  341 

Eye,  the  Cafe  of  a  difeafed  one,  120,  &c. 

- . -  it’s  pofterior  Chamber  filled  with  a 

flefhy  Sutjltance,  -  —  127 

— — »  - -  difieCted,  »  — —  134 

F. 

Fatnefs,  preternatural,  an  Account  of,  69 
Fat,  it’s  Circulation  conjectured  to  be  totally 
fufpended  by  a  Cold,  — — —  10 

Feather,  a  remarkable  Cafe  of  one,  fwal lowed 

by  a  Lady,  -  — —  7 

■  ■  » ■■■—  extracted  from  the  CEfophagus ,  10 

Feathers,  Inftances  of  their  being  fwallowed, 

r -  — - -  - .  I2>  *3 

Femoral  Artery,  an  Aneuryfm  in,  fuccefsfully 

‘•treated,  * - -  -  —  10  6,  &c9 

Fits,  Convulfion,  more  fevere  in  damp  wea, 

ther,  than  in  other  Seafons, - 186 

Fleffi,  growing  Putrid,  will  not  fink  in  Water, 

—  —  ^  — —  36 

Fluor  Albus,  the  good  Effects  of  Hemlock  in 

L;—  —  —  — - —  409 

Foetus , 
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Foetus,  an  Account  of  an  Extra-uterine  one,  44 

— —  it’s  fingular  Situation,  - — 51 

— - *  the  moil  probable  Method,  that  could 

/have  been  employed  to  extraCl  it,  —  55 

» — — —  another  Extra-uterine  one,  delcribed,34i 
— — —  in  Utero ,  the  common  Conjecture  rela¬ 
ting  to  it’s  Nourifhment,  corroborated,  54 
Food,  an  Account  of  it’s  returning  into  the 

Mouth  after  Deglutition  - -  86,  §7 

Fothergill  (Dr.  A.)  his  Cafes  of  Incontinence 
of  Urine  cured  by  Blifters,  —  138, 

Fothergill  (Dr.  John)  his  letter  on  the  Cure 

of  the  Chin-Cough,  * -  319,  &c. 

*— — —  his  Obfervations  on  the  Ufe  of  Hem¬ 
lock,  •— —  - -  400,  &c. 

Fox,  rdpiring  the  Atmofphere  of  one,  faid  to 
cure  the  Hooping-Cough,  —  284 

G. 

Glands,  indurated,  difperfed  by  the  Ufe  of 

Hemlock,  - -  - -  406 

Glyfters,  the  Relief  they  .afforded  in  violent 

Pains  of  the  Bowels,  -  89 

- - their  good  Effects,  further  illuftrated,  250 

Gleet,  an  obftinate  one,  cured  by  a  Blifber  ap¬ 
plied  to  the  Os  Sacrum ,  - - *  102,  Note 

Guaiacum ,  DecoCtions  of  it  ufeful  in  preventing 
Corpulency,  — —  ■  84 

Gunfhot  Wounds  ofthe  Lungs,  Remarks  on  391 

H. 

Hcemoptoe ,  relieved  by  the  ExtraCt  of  Hemlock* 

- —  -  -  4 13 

Hay 
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Hay  (Mr.)  his  Letter  on  an  extra-uterine  Foetus, 

- -  - •  - •  341 

H  ayes  (Mr.)  his  Account  of  a  difeafed  Eye, 

« - .  -  -  120,  &c. 

Head  Ach,  cured  by  Salivation  —  245 

Hemlock,  Obfervations  on  the  Ufe  of  it,  128 

- -  - -  229,  400 

- in  what  Habits  pernicious  — .  406 

—  - the  beft  Time  to  gather  it,  —  414 

- it’s  Extrad  injured  by  too  much  Heat, 

- - .  - .  415 

—  - fhould  be  given  at  firft  in  very  fmall 

Dofes,  - - -  --  ■■  ■  416 

~ - Symptoms  fupervening  on  a  full  Dofe 

of  it,  —  —  ibid, 

- —  Cautions  in  exhibiting  it,  — «  ibid. 

Henbane,  the  good  Effeds  of  it’s  Extrad  in  Dis¬ 
orders  of  Drinary  Pafiages,  — -  144 

Hernia  Humor alis,  an  Account  of  152,  &c. 
— — —  Inteftinalis ,  the  Cafe  of  one,  64,  Note 

- Vaginalis ,  in  what  Manner  formed,  47 

Hewson  (Mr.)  his  Paper  on  the  Paracentejis 
thoracis,  the  Employ fema,  and  Wounds  of 

the  Lungs,  —  -  372,  &c . 

Hoffman,  de  Incontinencia  Urina ,  recommended, 

- —  — —  104 

Hooping-Cough,  cured  by  the  Bark  and  Caftor, 

- - - -  • - -  281,  &c. 

—  - — by  an  Antimonial  Medicine,  —  320 

- - it’s  Analogy  to  the  Intermitting  Fever, 

- - - - -  — —  - -  2  86 

Huck  (Dr.)  his  Account  of  the  good  Effeds  of 

admitting  cold  Air  in  the  Small* Pox,  308 

Huck 
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Huck  (Dr.)  his  Paper  on  theEffe&s  of  Opiurrf 
ar )d  Mufk  in  the  Locked  Jaw,  —  32  6 

Hunter  (Dr.)  firffc  difcovered  the  Aneuryfmal 

Varix,,  - —  -  ,110 

— — —  his  Account  of  an  Emphyfematous 

'  Cafe,  — —  .  -  375 

Hunter  (Mr.)  his  DifTetffcioh  of  a  difeafed  Eye, 

Huxham  (Dr.)  his  Letter  on  Emphyfematous 

Cafes,  -  -  - . -  3  3 

Hydatides  on  the  Pia  Mater ,  —  2  69 

»■  difcharged  with  the  Urine,  146,  &c. 
Hydrophobia ,  Symptoms  of  —  359 


Jaw  Locked,  the  Effefts  of  Opium  in,  326 
Incontinency  of  Urine,  cured  tj>y  Blifters  applied 
to  the  Os  Sacrum ,  — — —  102,  138 

—  frequent  from  a  Perforation  of  the 
Bladder  in  hard  Labours,  * — **  104 

Indurated  Glands, - *  —  225 

-■  - *  difperfed  by  Hemlock,  406 

Infancy,  the  bell  State  of  Inoculation,  290 
Inoculation,  the  Advantages  of  performing  it 
early,  —  —  287 


mm 


an  univerfal  one  recommended,  304 
when  it  will  become  unneceflary,  306 
Intermitting  Fevers,  analogous  to  the  Hooping- 
Cough,  —  — — •  286 

Inteftines,  uncommonly  fituated  in  a  morbid 

Kell^ 
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Kelly  (Dr.)  his  Account  of  an  extra-uterini 
Foetus ,  — —  • — — — •  44 

Knox  (Dr.)  his  Paper  on  a  Palfy  produced  by 
a  Fall,  * - -  - - i6o,  &c, 

L. 

Leake  (Mr.)  his  Hiftory  of  a  fra&ured  Rib; 

with  an  Emphyfema ,  . . --  28 

Linnaeus’s  Defcription  of  the  Mezereon,  190 
Littre’s  (M.)  his  Account  of  an  Emphyfe- 
matous  Cafe,  — — —  3 75,  3 78 

Locked  Jaw, the  Effects  of  Opium  in  it,  326,  &c ; 
Lordat  (Count  de)  his  uncommon  Paralytic 
Cafe,  — -  —  257, 

Ludlow  (Mr.)  his  Letter  on  obftrudted  Deglu¬ 
tition,  -  — — 85 

Lungs,  wounded.  Remarks  on,  472,  386 
. . .  ftony  Concretions  in,  9S 

Mad-Dog*  Obfervations  on  the  Bite  of,  356,  (Sc: 
Magnefia ,  the  good  Effects  of  in  fevere  Vo¬ 
mitings,  -4 - - - 33£ 

Maty  (Dr.)  his  Account  of  a  Palfy  occafioned. 

by  a  Fall,  — —  - 257, 

»  his  Eflay  on  the  Advantages  of  early 

Inoculation,  —  -  287 

Marrow,  Spinal,  remarkably  folid,  270 

Medical  Society,  an  Abftrad  from  their  Minutes* 
— —  — —  — —  109. 

Medulla  Oblongata ,  preternaturally  enlarged,  269 
-  ■—  ■  Spinalis ,  comprdfed  by  a  Fall,  160 

—  r— -  257> 

Mercurials; 


The  I  N  D  E  X. 

Mercurials,  ffiould  be  given  in  very  fmallDofes^ 
where  the  Marine  Scurvy  prevails  244 

Mery  (M.)  his  Defcription  of  an  Emphyfema- 

tous  Cafe  - —  b  375*  378 

Mezereon,  Experiments  made  with  it  in  Cafes 
of  Venereal  Nodes,  • — —  189 

- - defcribed  by  Linnaeus  "and  Tournefort, 

_ - _  -  '  -  189 

— — -  a  native  of  England, - -  ibid . 

_ - —  of  two  Kinds  — —  ibid, 

_ _ —  does  not  fenfibly  increafe  the  Secretions, 

, - ffiould  not  be  gathered  in  Winter,  19 1 

-  *  - -  -  194 

_ _ —  it’s  Efficacy  in  removing  Venereal  Nodes, 

illuftrated,  . - -  i97>  &c. 

a — — -  proves  unfuccefsful  in  one  Inftance,  227 
Midwife,  an  Inftance  of  the  Miftake  of  one,  49 
Morbid  Symptoms  attending  an  Aneuryfm  of 

the  Aorta  accounted  for  - -  24 

Morgani,  de  fedibus  Morborum ,  Paffages  from, 
, -  - - - 75,  76,  80 

Morris  (Dr.)  his  Paper  on  the  Effedts  of  the 
Bark  and  Caftor  in  the  Hooping-Cough,  281 
Mufk,  the  good  Effedts  of  it  in  a  Convulfive 
Difeafe.  — —  — —  183,  &c. 

» . —  in  the  Locked  Jaw,  —  326,  &c. 

N, 

New-born  Children,  well  difpofed  for  Inocula¬ 
tion,  ■  — — - 289 

Nervous  Syflem  affedted  by  the  Cicuta ,  234 

Nodes,  removed  by  a  Decodtion  of  the  Me- 

-  zereon,  — ■ —  — —  - *  192 

Noife, 
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Noife,  a  peculiar  Kind  of,  in  an  Aneuryfmai 
Varix ,  — — *  *  -  hi,  114,  115 

O. 

Obfervations  on  the  Ufe  of  Hemlock  by  Dr. 

Fothergill,  — -  - -  400,  &c. 

Oculilt,  his  little  Succefs  in  the  Treatment  of  a 

difeafed  Eye,  - - 

Operation  for  the  Catarad. 

Opiates,  their  good  Effeds,  132,  144,  233, 

- -  -  3IJ>  326>  34-5»  fcfr- 

Optic  Nerve,  differed,  - —  — —  134 

Opiftthotonos ,  the  Effeds  of  Mufk  and  Opium 

in  it,  - — — »  -  326 

Opthalmy,  a  fcrophulous  one,  cured  by  Hem- 
/  lock,  406 

Os  Tinea,  uncommonly  fituated,  —  44 

Owen  (Dr.)  his  Paper  on  the  good  Effeds  of 
Mufk  in  a  Convuliive  Difeafe,  — ■*  183 

P. 

Palfy,  an  Account  of  one  produced  by  a  Fall, 

~ - -  - —  -  160,  257 

Pain  in  the  Antrum  Highmorianum ,  relieved  by 
Hemlock,  — -  — *  41 1 


in  the  Arm,  removed  by  the  fame 

Remedy,  - -  — — •  412 

Paracentejis  Thoracis,  propofed,  —  372 

■  ■  ■  ■—  the  propereft  Place  for  performing  it, 

395 


Paralytic  Affedions  of  the  Bladder,  cured  by 
v  Bidders,  --  1  ■  1 —  104,  105 

Perkins  (Mr.)  his  Paper  on  the  Admiffion  of 
cool  Air  in  the  Small-Pox,  * — 5  37 

*  .  Vgl,  III.  F  f  Pharynx^ 
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Pharynx ,  preternaturally  dilated  —  #3 

Pimples  in  the  Face,  relieved  by  Hemlock,  409 
Placenta ,  an  Inftance  of  it’s  adhering  to  the 


Peritonaeum , 


5i 


-  it’s  remarkable  Magnitude,  —  52,  5  > 
- — — -  in  the  Uterus ,  while  the  Foetus  was  ex¬ 
tra-uterine  —  ~  34.1,  353 

Prolap fus Uteri  &  Veftcre ,  an  Account  of,  _  x 

-  Vagina ?,  .  *1  ....  -  346 

Pulfation,  a  manifed  one,  not  efiential  to  an 

Aneuryfm,  -  - 

Pulfe,  uncommonly  irregular,  — ■■■  . —  277 

Putrefaction,  generates  Air  in  animal  Juices,  36 
Putrefcent  Difpofition  of  the  Fluids,  cured  by 
Opium,  »—■*«  M  23  3 

Putridity,  raifes  Air  from,  a  fixed  to  an  eladic 
State,  -  —  —  35,  36 

R.  ' 

Rheumatic  Pain  removed, 


209 

Rib,  an  Account  of  a  fraCtured  one,  —  28 

- . fraCtured,  generally  caufes  an  Emphy- 

fema,  ,  -  - — —  373 

Riolanus,  Remarks  on  a  Paffage  in  his  Enchi¬ 
ridion,  - . -  394 

Ruptures  of  the  Arteries,  — ^ 

Russell,  (Dr.)  his  Account:  of  feveral Hydatides 

difcharged  with  the  Urine,  - -  146, 

- - —  his  Experiments  with  the  Mezereon  in 

Venereal  Cafes, -  - -  i$n 


his  Cafe  of  an  almod  univerfal  Etnphy- 

fema ,  — . .  -——■■■  ■  397 

Rutty  (Dr.)  his  Account  of  the  Succefs  of  the 
Cicuta  in  Ireland,  —  — ....  ■  229 

3  Salivation, 


The  I  N  D  E  X. 

S. 

Salivation,  efficacious  in  the  Reduction  of  Cor¬ 
pulency,  — — —  "  *  8  4- 

Salivations,  the  Mifchiefs  occafioned  by  their 
being  fuddenly  (lopped,  —  241,  &c, 

Scrophulous  Complaints  relieved  by  Hemlock, 

m  _  11  J  '  '  4°  4 

Scrotum ,  difordered,  - «  — •  153 

Scurvy,  Marine,  thofe  arfedted  with  it  eafiiy 

thrown  into  a  Salivation,  - —  244 

Sick,  the  Expediency  of  fupporting  them  in 

the  Confidence  of  a  Cure,  - .  ■  280 

Silvester  (Di%)  his  Paper  on  the  Mifchiefs  oc¬ 
cafioned  by  the  fudden  Stopping  of  Saliva¬ 
tions,  with  their  Cure,  — —  241,  &c. 

Small-Pox,  the  Benefit  of  admitting  cool  Air, 
in  that  Diforder,  37,  288,  296,  308, 

- a  Calculation  of  the  Numbers  that  die 

annually  from  that  Difeafe  • —  303,  305 

- . . —  an  Elfay  on  the  Advantages  of  an  early 

Inoculation  for  it,  — — -  - —  287 

Soap,  not  always  fuccefsful  in  reducing  Cor¬ 
pulency,  - — —  83 

Solatium ,  given  with  good  EfFedt  in  Cancers,  232 
SpafmodicAffedtions  produced  by  Hemlock,  406 
Sponge  and  Whale-bone  Infirument,  recom¬ 
mended  for  extrading  foreign  Bodies  from 

the  CEfophagus ,  - - -  — —  8 

Steatomatous-  Subftance  in  the  Eye,  .  —  228 

_ _ ,  Tumours  on  the  Head  relieved  by 

Hemlock,  — —  _  -  *409- 

Sternum ,  elevated  by  the  Puifation  of  an  Aneu- 
ryfm  in  the  Aorta,  —  —  14 

F  f  2  Stomach, 


The  1  N  D  E  X. 

Stomach,  the  Propriety  of  it’s  being  emptied 


in  the  Chin-Cough,  - * —  .  323 

— - -  violently  affected  by  the  Stopping  of  a 

Salivation,  — - —  247 

Stone  in  the  Bladder,  the  Caufe  of  a  Prolapfus 

Uteri ,  - -  5 

Stony  Concretions  in  the  Lungs,  — *  98 

Storck  (Dr.)  Qbjedfcions  to  his  Preparationfeof 
the  Cicuta ,  -  -  -  230 


— - commended  for  his  Difcovery,  239 

Sublimate  Solution,  it’s  Efficacy  in  Venereal, 
Nocturnal  Pains  and  Nodes,  195,  209,  213, 

■ - -  —  217,  222 

Sulphureous  Waters,  pernicious  inthePalfy,  260 
Supplement  to  Dr.  Dickfon’s  Memoir  on  the 
Ufe  of  Blifters  in  Incontinence  of  Urine,  102 
Surgeon,  the  Miftake  of  one,  — 58 
Symons  (Mr.)  his  further  Account  of  a  curious 
Cafe,  related  in  the  Edinburgh  Medical  Ef- 

fays,  . . .  . . -  64 

Svmmonds  (Mr.)  his  Account  of  three  differ¬ 
ent  Growths  of  Teeth,  — - -  178 

Syringe,  for  injecting  Aliment  into  the  Stomach, 
recommended  in  Cafes  of  obftru&ed  Deglu¬ 
tition,  ^  96 

T. 

Teeth,  three  different  Growths  of  fucceeding 
each  other  in  a  Child,  —  178, 

Teftes,  the  Coats  of  one  of  them  offffied,  65,  66 

Tefticles  dilbrdered,  . .  152,  &c. 

■F heca  Vert ebr arum ,  propofed  to  be  opened  in  a 
Compreffion  of  the  Spinal  Marrow,  264 
Thigh,  an  Aneuryfm  cured  in  one,  106,  &e, 

Thirft, 
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Third:,  an  uncommon  Kind  of,  — •  274,  276 
Thompson  (Mr.)  his  Account  of  an  Aneuryfm 
of  the  Aorta,  —  ~  57 

Thoracic  Dud,  removed  from  it’s  natural  Situ- 
ation  by  an  Aneuryfm,  — -  ■■  — -  1 8 

Tibia,  Nodes  on  it,  203,  205,  211,  212,  214, 
*  u  ~  2 221,  22 3 5  224 

Tissot  on  Inoculation,  a  Pafiage  from,  289 
Tumours,  on  the  Medulla  Spinalis ,  166 

- - formed  by  ruptured  Veins,  —  169 

Tunica  Vaginalis  difeafed,  ■  «  158 

-  . .  the  Seat  of  the  Hernia  Humor  alis,  159 

V. 

Varix,  an  Aneuryfmal  one,  defcribed,  no,  (Sc. 
Vaughan  (Dr.)  his  Account  of  a  Hernia  Hu - 

moralis ,  — — —  * . -  ■—  152 

Venereal  Nodes,  removed  by  a  Decodion  of 
the  Mezereon,  .  —  192,  (Sc. 

—  ■■  Nodurnal  Pains  frequently  diflipated  by 

the  Mezereon,  . —  195 

Vertigo ,  produced  by  the  Juice  of  Hemlock,  239 
Vomica  of  the  Lungs,  a  Conjedure  relating  to 

them,  -  ■  ■■  - —  —  392 

Vomitings,  violent,  occafioned  by  the  fudden 
Stopping  of  a  Salivation,  —  247,  (Sc. 

Vomits,  the  belt  Time  of  giving  them  to  Chil¬ 
dren,  — «—■  ■■■■-  — — -  —  321 

U. 

Ulcer,  an  inveterate  one,  palliated  by  the  Ufe 

of  Hemlock,  - -  — —  402 

Ulcers,  malignant,  cured  by  the  Ufe  of  the  Ci- 
CUta>  — -  — - -  237,  (Sc. 

Ureters  j 
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Ureters,  remarkably  enlarged, 
Urinary  PaiTages  dnordered. 


Uva  Urfi ,  given  without  Effed  in  a  Diforder  of 
the  Urinary  PaiTages,  - - -  t  ^.a 


W. 


Wade  (Dr.)  his  Cafe  of,  a  Preternatural  Fat- 

nefs,  — - -  - -  69 

Warm-Bath,  it’s  good  EfTeds  in  Canine  Mad- 

nefs,  - -  < — » —  " —  ■"  361 

Watson  (Dr.)  his  Account  of  the  good  Ef~ 
feds  of  Magnejia ,  in  fevere  Vomitings,  335 
White  (Dr.)  his  Account  of  a  Prolapfus  Uteri 
&  Veficje  - — —  ■  — *  i,  &V. 

Wounds  of  the  Lungs,  Remarks  on,  372,  fsfc. 
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